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CO MM I S S ION ERS 

FRANK L. SHULL 
CHAI RMAN 

C . A . B I GELOW 
, ERWIN A . TAFT 

Mr. EdwaPd Grenfell, Chief, 
Portland Fire Department, 
Portland, Ore. 

My dear Chief: 

BOARD OF 
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

June 20, 1935 

I am enclosing herewith extracts from the 
Articles of Incorporation of the David Campbell Mem­
orial and Medal Fund, which will govern you in the 
consideration of prospects for a David Campbell 
medal. 

CAB AI 



The ob jec'b:3 and purposes for which this corporation is formed 
are dual: First: to aid in perpetuating the memory if the noble 
hero, David Campbell, who, while in the discharge of his duty as Chief 
of the Portland Fire De'partment, lo st his life on the 26th day of June, 
1911, which tragic event WJB.S mourned by our people as a public calamity, 
the City thus losing a most capable and upright official, the Fire 
Department ,suffering the loss of its beloved chief, and the community 
a citizen of sterling integrity, whose deeds shall live even though 
he ha·s- passed to his reward, and whose memory is enshrined in the hearts 
of our people. Second: To recognize in a fitting manner, service to 
humanity on the part of any member of the Portland Fire Department who, 
while performing his duty as a fireman, shall offer his life as a 
probable sacrifice in an attempt, successful or otherwise, to save the 
life of a fellow man, and under conditions where the chances of losing 
his own life are obviously far greater than the chance of saving the 
life of another, this recognition to be made in a manner as hereinafter 
provided. 

Article 8 - A quorum for the transaction of ordinary business 
shall consist of three trustees, but it is expressly provided tha t a 
quorum for action on either of the following matters shall consist of 
the full membership of the Board, five trustees; first, the matter 
of investing any funds held in trust by the board in interest bearing 
securities; second, the matter of consideration of recommendation for 
award of a medal and the awarding of same. 

Article 9 - The medal to be presented by this board shall be 
of gold and of such design as shall be originated and adopted by the 
board, and shall be of not less than $100 in value. The design after 
once originated and adopted by the board shall never be altered or any 
other substituted therefor. The manner and form for action shall be as 
follows: The chief engineer, assistant chief engineer and all the 
district chiefs of the Portland Fire Department jointly and not severally 
may present to the board a written application for the award of a "David 
Campbell Memorial" medal to any member of the Portland Fire Department 
who in their unanimous opinion may have earned this distinction under 
the conditions as set forth in the seconfr section of Article 2 of this 
constitution, this being the basis and the only basis upon which an 
application may thus be made. The application shall set forth and show 
the name, age and rank of the candidate, the act of special bravery or 
heroism performed by him, the time, place and circumstances in detail 
of the act so performed, and any facts in connection with the act of 
the candidate which in their opinion should be presented for the con­
sideration of the board, together and with their joint and unanimous 
recommendation that the candidate is entitled to and should receive this 
~~da1, which is intended to be awarded only as a token of special dis­
tinction for acts of exceptional bravery in the attempt to save a human 
life • Such application may be filed with the Sedretary of the Board, 
whereupon the President shall within a reasonable timecall a meeting of 

the board for the consideration of the application, and such action there­
on as may seem, within the judgment of the board, proper and consistent 
with the facts as presented. In the event of favorable action by the 
board upon the application a written notice to this effect shall be 



presented to the candidate as nominated by the officers of the 
Fire Department, wilth '\;he request that he present himself at any 
time and plac~ to be stated in said notice, for the purpose of being 
invested with 'the medal so ·awarded to him. Investment of medals 
awarded; by thi~ board shall be made only upon the 26th day of June 
of any .year~'. this being the anniversary of the death of David 
Campqell, and ·the ceremony shall be performed in public by the 
Mayor'of the City of Portland or such other person as may be se­
lected by this board of trustees. Medals shall be suitably in­
scribed and shalloo accompanied by a certificate from the board of 
trustees setting forth the facts which justified the award • 

.... 
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Second: bo recognize in a fibting manner, service to 
humanity on the part of any member of the Portland Fire 
Department, who while performing his duty as a fireman, shall 
offer his life as a probable sacrifice in an attempt, successful 
or otherwise, to save the life of a fellowman, and under con­
ditions where the chances of losing his ovm life were obviously 
far greater than the chance of saving the life of another. 
This recognition to be made in manner as 11ereinafter provided. 

,, I 
ARTICLE IX. 

' , ,' The medal to be presented by this Board shall be of 
gold; arid of such design as shall be originated and adopted 

··by the Board, and shall be of not less than one hundred dollars 
in value. The design, after once originated and adopted by the 
Boand shall never be altered or any other substituted therefor. 
The manner and form for action shall be as follows: (Tbe Chief 
Engineer , Assistant Chief Engineer , and all the District Chiefs 
of the Portland Fire Department jointly and not severally may 
present to the Board a writterrapplication for tr:ie award of a 
"David Campbell Memorial" Meda.l. to any member of the Portland 
Fire Department whom in their unanimous opinion mp:y have earned 
this distinction under the conditions as set fort l1 in the second 
section of Article II of this Constitution~ this being the basis 
and the only basis upon which an application may thus be made.) 

(The application s~all set forth a~d show the name,( age and rank 
of the candidate, the act of speci'al br.avery or heroism per­
formed by himJ the time, place and circumstances in detail of_ 
the act so performed,)and any facts in connection with the act 
of the candidate which in their opinion shonlo_ be presented 
for the consideration of the Board,)together and with their 
joint and unanimous recommendation that the candidate is 
entitled to, land should receive this Medal, which i@ intended 
to be awarded only as a token of special distinction for acts 
of exceptional bravery in the attempt to save human life, such 
application may be filed with the Secretary of the Board, 
whereupon, the President shall within a reasonable ti□e call 
a meeting of the Board for the consideration of the application, 
and such action thereon as may seem ·,ithin the judgment of the 
Board, proper and consistent with the facts as presented . In 
event of favorable action by the Board upon the application, a 
written notice to this effect ahal-J. be presented to the candidate 
as nominated by the officers of the Fire Department, with a 
request that he present himself at the time and place to be 
stated in said notice, ror the purpose or being invested wi~l1 
the Medal so awarded to him. Investment of Medals awarded by 
this Board shall be made only upon the 26th day of June of 
any year , this being the anniversary of the death of David 
Campbell, and the ceremony shall be performed in public , by 
the Mayor of the City of Portland, or such other person as may 
be selected by the Board of 7rustees, and at such place as may 
be selected by this Board of Trustees. Medals shall be suitably 
inscribed, mtl shall be accompanied by a certificate from the 
Board of Trustees, setting forth the facts which justified the 
award. 


