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Transportation for Planning 
Commission

Introduction to City transportation policy
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Planning Commission powers + duties

1. Holding hearings and making recommendations to City Council 
on proposals to adopt, amend, and update: the Comprehensive 
Plan; the zoning code; significant policies, projects, and issues; 
the portions of Title 11, Trees, identified in 11.10.040.C; urban 
renewal plans; street vacations; sign regulations; and renaming 
city streets; 

2. Advising the City Council on plans and policies regarding such 
issues housing, transportation, urban design, equity, economic 
development, public buildings, environmental protection, 
resource conservation, and other policies of citywide interest; 
and

3. Providing a forum for community members to learn about 
principles, policies, and programs that promote sound land use 
planning practices. 
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Overview

• What is the TSP?
• Philosophy
• Projects, Programs, Classifications
• Highlights
• Updating the TSP
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What is it?
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Comp Plan Chapter 9: Transportation

• Create a coordinated, efficient, and more affordable 
multimodal transportation system.

• Make cost-effective investments and system-management 
decisions that encourage people to choose healthy, active, and 
low-carbon transportation modes and systems, and enhance the 
economic competitiveness of the region. 

• Reduce service disparities and achieve equitable access to all 
types of facilities and transportation modes. 

• Ensure safety for users of all transportation modes, with 
attention to the most vulnerable users, including people with 
disabilities, those using mobility devices, the young, and the 
elderly. 

• Guide the location and design of new street, pedestrian, 
bicycle, and trail infrastructure. 

• Direct how and when transportation infrastructure is managed 
and maintained. 

• Provide policy guidance for developing and implementing the 
Transportation System Plan
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TSP: Part Comp Plan,
Part Public Facilities Plan
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• List of Significant Projects
• Street classification maps
• Master street plan maps

• Sub-policies and area-specific 
policies to support Comp Plan 
implementation

• Supporting information 
about transportation system 
conditions

• Financial Plan
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• List of Significant Projects
• Street classification maps
• Master street plan maps
• Street vacations
• Street renaming
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Batching
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Modal Plans inform 
potential future 
TSP updates
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Updating + refining

• Goals + policies
• Systemwide (large) 

projects/programs
• Street classifications
• Master street plans
• Sub-policies, area-

specific policies
• Financial Plan

TSP Update

• Mode/area-specific 
goals

• Recommendations 
for consideration in 
next TSP update:
• Mode/area-

specific policies
• Large projects
• New or changed 

TSP programs
• Classifications

• Implementation 
strategies + actions 

• Programmable 
(small) projects

Modal + 
Other Plans

Consideration 
systemwide of:
• Policies
• Projects/programs
• Classifications

TSP Update
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Document with underlines/ 
strikethroughs to language existing in 

the TSP

Legislative hearing

Amendments possible

Vote

Planning Commission roles in transportation projects/ plans

Legislative requirement

Briefing may be informational and/or 
for advice

Provide advice for project/ plan 
consideration

Advice does not need to be unified, 
may range among members

Briefing
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Legislative process

Public 
Review 
Draft

Proposed 
Draft

Recomm-
ended 
Draft

Adopted 
Plan

In-house 
Draft

Pre-legislative
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Philosophy
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Move more people in the same amount of space
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Move more people in the same amount of space
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Move more people in the same amount of space
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Move more people in the same amount of space
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Move more people in the same amount of space
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Projects, Programs, 
Classifications
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TSP Major 
projects list
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TSP Programs

Safe Routes 
to School

High Crash 
Corridor

Pedestrian 
Network 

Completion

Alternative 
Street Design

Bikeway 
Network 

Completion

Neighborhood 
Greenways

Freight Priority

Transportation 
System 

Management

Transportation 
+ Parking 
Demand 

Management

Transit Priority
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Classifications 

Street design 
(the “type” of street)

Street policy
(how it should function)

Bicycle
Freight

Pedestrian
Transit
Traffic

Emergency 

Civic Main Street
Civic Corridor

Neighborhood Main 
Street

Neighborhood 
Corridor

Local Street
Industrial Road

Regional Corridor
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Visit the interactive TSP
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Highlights
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Commute mode share target

TSP Policy 9.49: By 2035, increase the mode share of daily non-drive 
alone trips to 70 percent citywide. 
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Transportation strategy for people movement (Policy 9.6)
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Transportation Demand Management
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Streets as public spaces
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Parking management
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New mobility
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Community involvement 
goals + policies

• 2.A Community involvement as 
a partnership

• 2.B Social justice and equity

• 2.C Value community wisdom 
and participation

• 2.D Transparency and 
accountability

• 2.E Meaningful participation

• 2.F Accessible and effective 
participation

• 2.G Strong civic infrastructure
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Updating the TSP
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Portland’s TSP History

2002 2020
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2045
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Climate change
Transportation justice

Equitable access

Resiliency 
Asset management
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Contact

Eric Hesse
Supervising Planner
Policy Innovation + Regional Collaboration
eric.hesse@portlandoregon.gov
(503) 823-4590

Francesca Jones
Senior Transportation Planner
Policy Innovation + Regional Collaboration
francesca.jones@portlandoregon.gov
(503) 865-6214
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