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H ell o,

 

Pl e as e s e e t h e att a c h e d m at eri als i n s u p p ort of Tri M et’s p u bli c t esti m o n y o n It e m # 3 5 4.

 

I will att e n d t h e m e eti n g i n p ers o n t o pr o vi d e t esti m o n y a n d b e a v ail a bl e t o a ns w er a n y q u esti o ns.

 

T h a n k y o u,

 

G u y

 

G U Y   B E N N ( h e/ hi m)

Pr o gr a m M a n a g er
Tri M et, Tr a n sit- Ori e nt e d D e v el o p m e nt
D e s k: 5 0 3- 9 6 2- 2 1 9 0; M o bil e:  9 7 1- 3 4 7- 5 6 4 9
E m ail:  b e n n g @tri m et. or g

 
* C h e c k o ut o ur r e c e ntl y p u bli s h e d R e gi o n al T O D Pl a n:  htt p s://tri m et. or g/t o d/ p df/t o d-r e gi o n al- pl a n. p df
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Written Testimony submitted by Guy Benn on behalf of the Tri-County Metropolitan
Transportation District of Oregon (TriMet) for Street Vacation Ordinance (VAC-10134). First
reading before Portland City Council 05/03/2023 (Item #354).


Good morning Mr. Mayor, Council Commissioners


My name is Guy Benn, and I am the Program Manager of Transit-Oriented Development at TriMet.
I am here today on behalf of TriMet to express its strong support for Item #354 – the Ordinance to
vacate a portion of NE 42nd Ave south of NE Halsey St.


Today’s proposed street vacation is a key step in delivering a twenty-plus-year vision to bring
housing and density to the Hollywood Transit Center. Originally identified as an opportunity site in
BPS’ Hollywood and Sandy Plan published by in 2000, TriMet has been working diligently with the
City of Portland bureaus, public partners, and the community to realize this vision. 


In 2019, TriMet partnered with non-profit developer BRIDGE Housing, to create a transformative
transit-oriented development that can deliver 224-units of permanent family-focused affordable
housing in a well-amenitized neighborhood. In September 2021, the project was awarded $29
million from the Metro/PHB bond program, the largest funding award to date for an affordable
housing project in Portland. 


In addition to expanded housing options for our community, this street vacation will allow TriMet to
invest over $15.0 million into new transit infrastructure and community benefits. Detailed in Exhibit
A, these improvements include:


1. A new improved stair & ramp that serves the full spectrum of pedestrians and bicyclists 
traveling to and from the MAX station and connecting Hollywood with surrounding neighborhoods


2. A new public plaza/paseo space improving access and providing a venue for local events


3. New bus facilities on Halsey Street and NE 42nd Avenue, including a bus-bulb-in to 
accommodate articulated buses and allow services to travel north on NE 42nd Avenue


4. Safer and improved crosswalks across Halsey Street. Working with PBOT we are excited to 
deliver an entirely new pedestrian crossing at Halsey and NE 41st Avenue


5. A new substation to power MAX trains, replacing the 37-year-old substation currently on site


6. A new 20’ wide access to the BES sewer located south of the site. This access will also 
provide access to the Sullivan’s Gulch Trail when it is built


7. An inclusive design ethos and tribute to the honor the lives lost in May 2017


TriMet is very grateful for the support at all levels from staff at PHB, BDS, BES, Parks, and PBOT,
amongst others. This is an important and very complex project that addresses many climate,
equity, and community goals. Our team is excited to witness how high-density, family-oriented,
affordable TOD can bring safety, housing, activation, and new opportunities to this part of
Hollywood, and it would not happen without City support.


We hope Council can approve this street vacation ordinance. Members of the TriMet and BRIDGE
team are available today to answer questions as needed, and thank you.
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Writt e n T e sti m o n y s u b mitt e d b y G u y B e n n o n b e h alf of t h e Tri- C o u nt y M etr o p olit a n
Tr a n s p ort ati o n Di stri ct of Or e g o n ( Tri M et) f or Str e et V a c ati o n Or di n a n c e ( V A C- 1 0 1 3 4). Fir st
r e a di n g b ef or e P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil 0 5/ 0 3/ 2 0 2 3 (It e m # 3 5 4).

G o o d m or ni n g Mr. M a y or, C o u n cil C o m mi s si o n er s

M y n a m e i s G u y B e n n, a n d I a m t h e Pr o gr a m M a n a g er of Tr a n sit- Ori e nt e d D e v el o p m e nt at Tri M et.
I a m h er e t o d a y o n b e h alf of Tri M et t o e x pr e s s it s str o n g s u p p ort f or It e m # 3 5 4 –  t h e Or di n a n c e t o
v a c at e a p orti o n of N E 4 2 n d A v e s o ut h of N E H al s e y St.

T o d a y ’s pr o p o s e d str e et v a c ati o n i s a k e y st e p i n d eli v eri n g a t w e nt y- pl u s- y e ar vi si o n t o bri n g
h o u si n g a n d d e n sit y t o t h e H oll y w o o d Tr a n sit C e nt er. Ori gi n all y i d e ntifi e d a s a n o p p ort u nit y sit e i n
B P S ’ H oll y w o o d a n d S a n d y Pl a n p u bli s h e d b y i n 2 0 0 0, Tri M et h a s b e e n w or ki n g dili g e ntl y wit h t h e
Cit y of P ortl a n d b ur e a u s, p u bli c p art n er s, a n d t h e c o m m u nit y t o r e ali z e t hi s vi si o n. 

I n 2 0 1 9, Tri M et p art n er e d wit h n o n- pr ofit d e v el o p er B RI D G E H o u si n g, t o cr e at e a tr a n sf or m ati v e
tr a n sit- ori e nt e d d e v el o p m e nt t h at c a n d eli v er 2 2 4- u nit s of p er m a n e nt f a mil y-f o c u s e d aff or d a bl e
h o u si n g i n a w ell- a m e niti z e d n ei g h b or h o o d. I n S e pt e m b er 2 0 2 1, t h e pr oj e ct w a s a w ar d e d $ 2 9
milli o n fr o m t h e M etr o/ P H B b o n d pr o gr a m, t h e l ar g e st f u n di n g a w ar d t o d at e f or a n aff or d a bl e
h o u si n g pr oj e ct i n P ortl a n d. 

I n a d diti o n t o e x p a n d e d h o u si n g o pti o n s f or o ur c o m m u nit y, t hi s str e et v a c ati o n will all o w Tri M et t o
i n v e st o v er $ 1 5. 0 milli o n i nt o n e w tr a n sit i nfr a str u ct ur e a n d c o m m u nit y b e n efit s. D et ail e d i n E x hi bit
A, t h e s e i m pr o v e m e nt s i n cl u d e:

1. A n e w i m pr o v e d st air & r a m p t h at s er v e s t h e f ull s p e ctr u m of p e d e stri a n s a n d bi c y cli st s 
tr a v eli n g t o a n d fr o m t h e M A X st ati o n a n d c o n n e cti n g H oll y w o o d wit h s urr o u n di n g n ei g h b or h o o d s

2. A n e w p u bli c pl a z a/ p a s e o s p a c e i m pr o vi n g a c c e s s a n d pr o vi di n g a v e n u e f or l o c al e v e nt s

3. N e w b u s f a ciliti e s o n H al s e y Str e et a n d N E 4 2 n d A v e n u e, i n cl u di n g a b u s- b ul b-i n t o  
a c c o m m o d at e arti c ul at e d b u s e s a n d all o w s er vi c e s t o tr a v el n ort h o n N E 4 2 n d A v e n u e

4. S af er a n d i m pr o v e d cr o s s w al k s a cr o s s H al s e y Str e et. W or ki n g wit h P B O T w e ar e e x cit e d t o  
d eli v er a n e ntir el y n e w p e d e stri a n cr o s si n g at H al s e y a n d N E 4 1 st A v e n u e

5. A n e w s u b st ati o n t o p o w er M A X tr ai ns, r e pl a ci n g t h e 3 7- y e ar- ol d s u b st ati o n  c urr e ntl y  o n sit e

6. A n e w 2 0 ’ wi d e a c c e s s t o t h e B E S s e w er l o c at e d s o ut h of t h e sit e. T hi s a c c e s s will al s o  
pr o vi d e  a c c e s s t o t h e S ulli v a n ’s G ul c h Tr ail w h e n it i s b uilt

7. A n i n cl u si v e d e si g n et h o s a n d tri b ut e t o t h e h o n or t h e li v e s l o st i n M a y 2 0 1 7

Tri M et i s v er y gr at ef ul f or t h e s u p p ort at all l e v el s fr o m st aff at P H B, B D S, B E S, P ar k s, a n d P B O T,
a m o n g st ot h er s. T hi s i s a n i m p ort a nt a n d v er y c o m pl e x pr oj e ct t h at a d dr e s s e s m a n y cli m at e,
e q uit y, a n d c o m m u nit y g o al s. O ur t e a m i s e x cit e d t o wit n e s s h o w hi g h- d e n sit y, f a mil y- ori e nt e d,
aff or d a bl e T O D c a n bri n g s af et y, h o u si n g, a cti v ati o n, a n d n e w o p p ort u niti e s t o t hi s p art of
H oll y w o o d, a n d it w o ul d n ot h a p p e n wit h o ut Cit y s u p p ort.

W e h o p e C o u n cil c a n a p pr o v e t hi s str e et v a c ati o n or di n a n c e. M e m b er s of t h e Tri M et a n d B RI D G E
t e a m ar e a v ail a bl e t o d a y t o a n s w er q u e sti o n s a s n e e d e d, a n d t h a n k y o u.
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N e w st air a n d r a m p
( A D A c o m pli a nt)

N e w p u bli c s p a c e &
w al k w a y

I m pr o v e d H al s e y
Str e et cr o s s w al k

N e w b u s st o p

N e w N E 4 1 st A v e
cr o o s w al k

P er m a n e nt 0 5/ 1 7
tri b ut e

N e w B E S/f ut ur e tr ail
a c c e s s

N e w s u b st ati o n
( b el o w r a m p)

N e w 4 2 n d A v e b u s
st o p a n d bi k e l a n e

2 2 4 U nit s
3 0- 6 0 % A MI
6 0 % 2- 3 b e d s

0 5/ 0 3/ 2 3 - It e m # 3 5 4
( V A C- 1 0 1 3 4)

Tri M et P u bli c T e sti m o n y

E x hi bit A - I nfr a str u ct ur e
I m pr o v e m e nt s






