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T O:          Cit y C o u n cil

C C:          J e n nif er K ar ps, B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c es ( B E S)

F R O M:   S o ut h e ast U plift N ei g h b or h o o d C o aliti o n

R E:           Cit y C o u n cil M e eti n g A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3

D A T E:     A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3

 

D e ar Cit y C o u n cil,

 

S o ut h e ast U plift N ei g h b or h o o d C o aliti o n is pl e as e d t o r e c o m m e n d t h at y o u s u p p ort c o nti n u e d

f u n di n g f or t h e B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c es’ ( B E S) N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er ( N 2 R) pr o gr a m.

As a N 2 R pr o gr a m gr a nt e e, w e c oll a b or at e d wit h t h e b ur e a u t o pil ot a s u c c essf ul w at ers h e d-t h e m e d

pr oj e ct l ast f all t h at st a n ds r e a d y t o b e r e pli c at e d i n ot h er P ortl a n d c o m m u niti es.

 
T hr o u g h t his pr oj e ct, f o ur l o c al artists tr a nsf or m e d r efri g er at or-si z e d st or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt
e q ui p m e nt l o c at e d a dj a c e nt t o si d e w al ks i nt o vi br a nt m ur als i n t h e B u c k m a n, Br o o kl y n, H osf or d-
A b er n et h y a n d Ri c h m o n d n ei g h b or h o o ds. H er e’s a m a p  – w e h o p e y o u will g o s e e t h e m!

 
T hr o u g h a c all t o artists w hi c h dr e w 1 5 a p pli c a nts, Mi c h ell e S w a n n, Kristi e Wi nt h er, P a ol a D e L a Cr u z,
a n d D a v e y B ar n w ell w er e s el e ct e d f or t his eff ort. E a c h m ur al t h e y cr e at e d e d u c at es t h e c o m m u nit y
a b o ut o ur h u m a n c o n n e cti o n t o t h e Will a m ett e Ri v er, e m p h asi z e d n ati v e pl a nts, a n d r e mi n ds
p ass ers b y of t h e fis h a n d wil dlif e t h at (li k e us) d e p e n d o n cl e a n w at er.
 
A d diti o n all y, t his pr oj e ct h el p e d t o s ol v e a v e xi n g pr o bl e m: d et erri n g gr affiti a n d d a m a g e t o
i m p ort a nt Cit y- o w n e d pr o p ert y. T h e r es p o ns e fr o m s urr o u n di n g n ei g h b ors h as b e e n n ot hi n g b ut
p ositi v e!
 
S E U plift w h ol e h e art e dl y e n c o ur a g es y o u t o c o nti n u e f u n di n g f or t h e N 2 R pr o gr a m s o ot h er
n ei g h b or h o o ds m a y b e n efit fr o m t h e p ositi v e i m pr o v e m e nts t his pr oj e ct h as m a d e.
 
R es p e ctf ull y,
 
Al e x C h eri n,
P art n ers hi p M a n a g er
S E U plift N ei g h b or h o o d C o aliti o n
 

 

Al e x C h eri n | h e/ hi m

mailto:alex@seuplift.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Karps@portlandoregon.gov
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XaHTK52q1OEwPiAEvuv6FHnWWvc_GN6_/view?usp=share_link







 
 
 
 
 


 


 


TO:  City Council 
CC:   Jennifer Karps, Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) 
FROM:  Southeast Uplift Neighborhood Coalition 
RE:  City Council Meeting Agenda Item #323 
DATE:    April 26, 2023 
 
Dear City Council, 
 
Southeast Uplift Neighborhood Coalition is pleased to recommend that you support continued 
funding for the Bureau of Environmental Services’ (BES) Neighborhood to the River (N2R) 
program. As a N2R program grantee, we collaborated with the bureau to pilot a successful 
watershed-themed project last fall that stands ready to be replicated in other Portland 
communities. 


 
Through this project, four local artists transformed refrigerator-


sized stormwater management equipment located adjacent to 


sidewalks into vibrant murals in the Buckman, Brooklyn, 


Hosford-Abernethy and Richmond neighborhoods. Here’s a map 


– we hope you will go see them!  


 


 


Through a call to artists which drew 15 applicants, Michelle Swann, Kristie Winther, Paola De La 


Cruz, and Davey Barnwell were selected for this effort. Each mural they created educates the 


community about our human connection to the Willamette River, emphasized native plants, and 


reminds passersby of the fish and wildlife that (like us) depend on clean water.  


 


Additionally, this project helped to solve a vexing problem: deterring graffiti and damage to 


important City-owned property. The response from surrounding neighbors has been nothing 


but positive!  


 


SE Uplift wholeheartedly encourages you to continue funding for the N2R program so other 


neighborhoods may benefit from the positive improvements this project has made.  


 


Respectfully, 


 


Alex Cherin, 


Partnership Manager 


SE Uplift Neighborhood Coalition 







P art n ers hi p a n d Gr a nt m a ki n g Pr o gr a ms M a n a g er

S E U plift N ei g h b or h o o d C o aliti o n

3 5 3 4 S E M ai n St | P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 1 4

al e x @s e u plift. or g  | ( 5 0 3) 2 3 2- 0 0 1 0 e xt. 2

S c h e d ul e a m e eti n g wit h m e!

 

D uri n g C O VI D- 1 9 S E U plift st aff ar e w or ki n g r e m ot el y s o m e d a ys of t h e w e e k. I a m us u all y i n t h e offi c e

T u es d a ys t hr o u g h T h urs d a ys fr o m 1 0 a m – 5 p m. I a m a v ail a bl e vi a e m ail ot h er w e e k d a ys.

 

A c c e s s St at e m e nt:  S E U plift N ei g h b or h o o d C o aliti o n v al u es m e a ni n gf ul a c c ess t o all pr o gr a ms, s er vi c es, a n d

a cti viti es. Pl e as e c o nt a ct m e at l e ast 4 8 h o urs pri or t o att e n di n g a n e v e nt t o r e q u est a c c o m m o d ati o ns. Y o u

ar e w el c o m e t o r e a c h o ut at a n y ti m e t o r e q u est a n y of o ur m at eri als i n alt er n ati v e f or m ats or f or a n y ot h er

a c c ess n e e ds. S E U plift is o n t h e 1 4, 1 5, 6 6, a n d 7 5 Tri M et b us li n es a n d o ur s p a c e h as p ar ki n g o n-sit e. W e

h a v e a n a c c essi bl e e ntr a n c e o n o n e fl o or.

 

https://www.seuplift.org/
mailto:alex@seuplift.org
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/AlexCherinSoutheastUpliftCoalition@seuplift.org/bookings/


 
 
 
 
 

 

 

T O:   Cit y C o u n cil  
C C:   J e n nif er K ar ps, B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c es ( B E S)  
F R O M:  S o ut h e ast U pli ft N ei g h b or h o o d C o ali ti o n  
R E:   Cit y C o u n cil M e e ti n g A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3  
D A T E:    A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3  
 
D e ar  Cit y C o u n cil , 
 
S o ut h e ast  U pli ft N ei g h b or h o o d C o ali ti o n is pl e as e d t o r e c o m m e n d t h at y o u s u p p ort  c o n ti n u e d  
f u n di n g f or t h e B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c es ’ ( B E S) N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er  ( N 2 R) 
pr o gr a m . A s a N 2 R pr o gr a m gr a nt e e , w e c oll a b or at e d wit h t h e b ur e a u t o pil ot a s u c c es sf ul 
w at ers h e d -t h e m e d pr oj e ct  l ast f all t h at st a n ds r e a d y t o b e r e pli c at e d i n ot h er P ortl a n d  
c o m m u ni ti es.  

 
T h r o u g h t his pr oj e ct, f o ur l o c al ar ti sts tr a nsf or me d r efri g er at or-

si z e d st or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt e q ui p m e nt l o c at e d a dj a c e nt t o 

si d e w al ks i nt o vi br a nt m ur als i n t h e B u c k m a n, Br o o kl y n, 

H osf or d -A b er n et h y a n d Ri c h m o n d n ei g h b or h o o ds. H er e’s a m a p 

–  w e h o p e y o u will g o s e e t h e m!   

 

 

T hr o u g h a c all t o ar ti sts w hi c h dr e w 1 5 a p pli c a nts, Mi c h ell e S w a n n, Kris ti e Wi nt h er, P a ol a D e L a 

Cr uz, a n d D a v e y B ar n w ell w er e s el e ct e d f or t his e ff ort. E a c h m ur al t h e y cr e at e d e d u c at e s  t h e 

c o m m u nit y  a b o ut o ur h u m a n c o n n e c ti o n t o t h e Will a m e tt e  Ri v er , e m p hasi z e d n a ti v e pl a nts, a n d 

r e mi n ds p as s ers b y of t h e fis h a n d wil dlif e t h at (li k e us) d e p e n d o n cl e a n w at er.   

 

A d di ti o n all y, t his pr oj e ct h el p e d t o s ol v e a v e xi n g pr o bl e m: d et erri n g  gr a ffi ti a n d d a m a g e t o 

i m p ort a nt Cit y -o w n e d pr o p ert y. T h e r es p o ns e fr o m s urr o u n di n g n ei g h b ors h as b e e n n ot hi n g 

b ut p osi ti v e!   

 

S E U pli ft w h ol e h e art e dl y e n c o ur a g es y o u t o c o n ti n u e  f u n di n g f or t he N 2 R pr o gr a m s o ot h er 

n ei g h b or h o o d s  m a y b e n e fit fr o m t h e p osi ti v e i m pr o v e m e nts t his pr oj e ct h as m a d e .  

 

R es p e c tf ull y,  

 

Al e x C h eri n,  

P a rt n ers hi p M a n a g er 

S E U pli ft N ei g h b or h o o d C o ali ti o n  



F r o m: H e at h er Ki n g

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y ; K ar p s, J e n nif er

S u bj e c t: Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3 o n A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3

D a t e: T u e s d a y, A pril 2 5, 2 0 2 3 2: 2 1: 5 9 P M

A t t a c h m e n t s: N 2 R L O S. p df

H ell o  

Att a c h e d pl e a s e fi n d writt e n t e sti m o n y  fr o m t h e C ol u m bi a Sl o u g h W at er s h e d C o u n cil
i n s u p p ort of it e m # 3 2 3 - r e- a ut h ori z e t h e B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c e s’ 
N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er ( N 2 R) gr a nt pr o gr a m. 

Pl e a s e c o nt a ct m e wit h a n y q u e sti o n s or c o n c er n s. 

T h a n k Y o u, 
H e at h er

H e at h e r Ki n g
E x e c uti v e Di r e ct o r, C ol u m bi a Sl o u g h W at e r s h e d C o u n cil

C o n si d e r s u p p o rti n g C S W C' s mi s si o n a n d p r o g r a m mi n g b y m a ki n g a d o n ati o n o r
b e c o mi n g a m o nt hl y s u p p o rt e r !  

R e a d all a b o ut o u r l a st y e a r of p r o g r a m mi n g a n d a d v o c a c y f o r t h e sl o u g h i n o u r
A n n u al R e p o rt ! 

7 0 4 0 N E 4 7t h A v e n u e | P o rtl a n d, O R 9 7 2 1 8
w w w. c ol u m bi a sl o u g h. o r g
P: 5 0 3- 2 8 1- 1 1 3 2, E xt 1 0 1

I u s e t h e p r o n o u n s: S h e / H e r ( w h y ? )

mailto:heather.king@columbiaslough.org
mailto:CCTestimony@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Jennifer.Karps@portlandoregon.gov
https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/columbia-slough-watershed-council/cswc-fy23-eoy-donor-form
https://form-renderer-app.donorperfect.io/give/columbia-slough-watershed-council/cswc-fy23-eoy-donor-form
https://www.columbiaslough.org/blog/2021-2022-annual-report
http://www.columbiaslough.org/
https://www.mypronouns.org/what-and-why



Portland City Council
1221 SW Fourth Avenue


Portland, OR 97204


RE: Written Testimony for Agenda Item #323 April 26th, 2023


Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony in support of agenda item
#323 to re-authorize the Bureau of Environmental Services’ Neighborhood to the River
(N2R) grant program. At the Columbia Slough Watershed Council (CSWC), we have
been working to protect and enhance the Columbia Slough and its watershed through
community engagement, education, and restoration for over 25 years. The Columbia
Slough watershed is an important corridor for wildlife and is home to numerous natural
areas for neighbors to enjoy. The watershed has come a long way over the past couple
of decades, but there are still a lot of improvements that can be made to water quality,
wildlife habitat, and access to nature. N2R is a cornerstone program that helps
community members, and local non-profits make critical improvements to one of
Portland’s most important natural resources while building social equity in the process.


N2R has funded multiple projects for CSWC in the past, including riparian restoration at
industrial facilities and local habitat corridors in the public right-of-way of upland
residential areas. These projects helped address limiting factors in the watershed’s
health and leveraged natural resource improvement projects to develop leadership and
workforce skills with young adults in the area. Overall, these projects helped install
thousands of native plants and trees while supporting over 200 hours of youth workforce
development and connected 110 volunteers in the shared stewardship of their
neighborhood’s natural resources.


The guiding principles that N2R uses to identify and select projects helps make this
program impactful for the environment and the community. N2R is among the easiest
programs in the City for community organizations to navigate and is responsive to the
needs of the people they fund and the communities who benefit from the projects. This
approach allows grant recipients to spend more time doing important work and spend
less time with grant administration tasks.


An extension of the N2R program would allow Portland’s community-based
organizations to jump start new programs and projects that help improve environmental
health and engage the communities that they know and serve the best. The Council
has a range of projects, including industrial riparian area improvements, youth







workforce development in public natural areas, and partnerships for naturescaping and
rain garden installation, that would otherwise likely go unfunded without N2R’s focus on
living green infrastructure, watershed health, and community benefit in specific
geographies of the city.


We strongly support the extension of this important program and see it as critical to
creating healthy watersheds for the betterment of neighbors and wildlife alike.


Thank you for your time and attention,


Heather D. King
Executive Director
Columbia Slough Watershed Council







P ortl a n d Cit y C o u n cil
1 2 2 1 S W F o urt h A v e n u e

P ortl a n d, O R 9 7 2 0 4

R E: Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3 A pril 2 6t h, 2 0 2 3

T h a n k y o u f or t h e o p p ort u nit y t o s u b mit writt e n t e sti m o n y i n s u p p ort of a g e n d a it e m

# 3 2 3 t o r e- a ut h ori z e t h e B ur e a u of E n vir o n m e nt al S er vi c e s’ N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er

( N 2 R) gr a nt pr o gr a m. At t h e C ol u m bi a Sl o u g h W at er s h e d C o u n cil ( C S W C), w e h a v e

b e e n w or ki n g t o pr ot e ct a n d e n h a n c e t h e C ol u m bi a Sl o u g h a n d it s w at er s h e d t hr o u g h

c o m m u nit y e n g a g e m e nt, e d u c ati o n, a n d r e st or ati o n f or o v er 2 5 y e ar s. T h e C ol u m bi a

Sl o u g h w at er s h e d i s a n i m p ort a nt c orri d or f or wil dlif e a n d i s h o m e t o n u m er o u s n at ur al

ar e a s f or n ei g h b or s t o e nj o y. T h e w at er s h e d h a s c o m e a l o n g w a y o v er t h e p a st c o u pl e

of d e c a d e s, b ut t h er e ar e still a l ot of i m pr o v e m e nt s t h at c a n b e m a d e t o w at er q u alit y,

wil dlif e h a bit at, a n d a c c e s s t o n at ur e. N 2 R i s a c or n er st o n e pr o gr a m t h at h el p s

c o m m u nit y m e m b er s, a n d l o c al n o n- pr ofit s m a k e criti c al i m pr o v e m e nt s t o o n e of

P ortl a n d’ s m o st i m p ort a nt n at ur al r e s o ur c e s w hil e b uil di n g s o ci al e q uit y i n t h e pr o c e s s.

N 2 R h a s f u n d e d m ulti pl e pr oj e ct s f or C S W C i n t h e p a st, i n cl u di n g ri p ari a n r e st or ati o n at

i n d u stri al f a ciliti e s a n d l o c al h a bit at c orri d or s i n t h e p u bli c ri g ht- of- w a y of u pl a n d

r e si d e nti al ar e a s. T h e s e pr oj e ct s h el p e d a d dr e s s li miti n g f a ct or s i n t h e w at er s h e d’ s

h e alt h a n d l e v er a g e d n at ur al r e s o ur c e i m pr o v e m e nt pr oj e ct s t o d e v el o p l e a d er s hi p a n d

w or kf or c e s kill s wit h y o u n g a d ult s i n t h e ar e a. O v er all, t h e s e pr oj e ct s h el p e d i n st all

t h o u s a n d s of n ati v e pl a nt s a n d tr e e s w hil e s u p p orti n g o v er 2 0 0 h o ur s of y o ut h w or kf or c e

d e v el o p m e nt a n d c o n n e ct e d 1 1 0 v ol u nt e er s i n t h e s h ar e d st e w ar d s hi p of t h eir

n ei g h b or h o o d’ s n at ur al r e s o ur c e s.

T h e g ui di n g pri n ci pl e s t h at N 2 R u s e s t o i d e ntif y a n d s el e ct pr oj e ct s h el p s m a k e t hi s

pr o gr a m i m p a ctf ul f or t h e e n vir o n m e nt a n d t h e c o m m u nit y. N 2 R i s a m o n g t h e e a si e st

pr o gr a m s i n t h e Cit y f or c o m m u nit y or g a ni z ati o n s t o n a vi g at e a n d i s r e s p o n si v e t o t h e

n e e d s of t h e p e o pl e t h e y f u n d a n d t h e c o m m u niti e s w h o b e n efit fr o m t h e pr oj e ct s. T hi s

a p pr o a c h all o w s gr a nt r e ci pi e nt s t o s p e n d m or e ti m e d oi n g i m p ort a nt w or k a n d s p e n d

l e s s ti m e wit h gr a nt a d mi ni str ati o n t a s k s.

A n e xt e n si o n of t h e N 2 R pr o gr a m w o ul d all o w P ortl a n d’ s c o m m u nit y- b a s e d

or g a ni z ati o n s t o j u m p st art n e w pr o gr a m s a n d pr oj e ct s t h at h el p i m pr o v e e n vir o n m e nt al

h e alt h a n d e n g a g e t h e c o m m u niti e s t h at t h e y k n o w a n d s er v e t h e b e st. T h e C o u n cil

h a s a r a n g e of pr oj e ct s, i n cl u di n g i n d u stri al ri p ari a n ar e a i m pr o v e m e nt s, y o ut h



w or kf or c e d e v el o p m e nt i n p u bli c n at ur al ar e a s, a n d p art n er s hi p s f or n at ur e s c a pi n g a n d

r ai n g ar d e n i n st all ati o n, t h at w o ul d ot h er wi s e li k el y g o u nf u n d e d wit h o ut N 2 R’ s f o c u s o n

li vi n g gr e e n i nfr a str u ct ur e, w at er s h e d h e alt h, a n d c o m m u nit y b e n efit i n s p e cifi c

g e o gr a p hi e s of t h e cit y.

W e str o n gl y s u p p ort t h e e xt e n si o n of t hi s i m p ort a nt pr o gr a m a n d s e e it a s criti c al t o

cr e ati n g h e alt h y w at er s h e d s f or t h e b ett er m e nt of n ei g h b or s a n d wil dlif e ali k e.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur ti m e a n d att e nti o n,

H e at h er D. Ki n g
E x e c uti v e Dir e ct or
C ol u m bi a Sl o u g h W at er s h e d C o u n cil



F r o m: E mil y Pi n k o wit z

T o: C o u n cil Cl er k – T e sti m o n y

C c: K ar p s, J e n nif er

S u bj e c t: Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3 o n A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3

D a t e: M o n d a y, M a y 1, 2 0 2 3 1 1: 3 4: 2 9 A M

A t t a c h m e n t s: E st eff a n y G ar ci a _ Writt e n T e sti m o n y _ A g e n d aIt e m 3 2 3 o n A pril- 2 6- 2 0 2 3. p df

T o W h o m It M a y C o n c er n:

I' m writi n g fr o m P ortl a n d A u d u b o n t o s u b mit t esti m o n y t o s u p p ort Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e
Ri v er f u n di n g,  A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3 o n A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3.  

I n 2 0 2 1 a n d 2 0 2 2, P ortl a n d A u d u b o n r e c ei v e d Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er f u n ds t o
s u p p ort o ur Gr e e n L e a d ers pr o gr a m. T his i niti ati v e pr o vi d es p ai d  tr ai ni n g t o y o u n g p e o pl e
fr o m H a ci e n d a C D C, Or e g o n's l ar g est L ati n o-l e d, L ati n o-s er vi n g h o usi n g or g a ni z ati o n, t o
d e v el o p a n d l e a d e n vir o n m e nt al e d u c ati o n pr o gr a ms wit h f a mili es i n t h eir o w n c o m m u niti es.
E a c h y e ar, fr o m F e br u ar y-J u n e, ei g ht y o u n g a d ults ( a g e 1 5- 1 9) w h o li v e i n or n e ar H a ci e n d a
C D C d e v el o p m e nts al o n g t h e C ol u m bi a C orri d or j oi n us as Gr e e n L e a d ers. T h e y l e ar n a b o ut
w at ers h e d h e alt h, n ati v e pl a nts a n d e n vir o n m e nt al j usti c e, t h e n p ut t h at k n o wl e d g e i nt o
pr a cti c e l e a di n g n at ur e e d u c ati o n aft ers c h o ol pr o gr a ms f or c hil dr e n i n t h eir c o m m u niti es. I n
2 0 2 2, t o g et h er wit h st aff fr o m P ortl a n d A u d u b o n, H a ci e n d a a n d o ur p art n ers fr o m t h e C ull y-
b as e d n o n- pr ofit V er d e, Gr e e n L e a d ers:

J oi n e d 1 5 0 h o urs of tr ai ni n g a b o ut n at ur e e d u c ati o n, P a cifi c N ort h w est e c ol o g y,
e n vir o n m e nt al j usti c e, t h e el e m e nts t h at c o ntri b ut e t o a h e alt h y w at ers h e d, a n d t h e r ol e
w e e a c h pl a y i n st or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt.
G ai n e d 4 0 + h o urs of e x p eri e n c e l e a di n g pr o gr a ms i n S p a nis h a n d E n glis h  t h at
c o n n e ct e d c hil dr e n a n d f a mili es t o t h e w at ers h e d, a n d r ais e d a w ar e n ess a b o ut p oll uti o n
pr e v e nti o n a n d n ati v e pl a nt e c ol o g y.
C oll a b or at e d wit h B a c k y ar d H a bit at C ertifi c ati o n Pr o gr a m ( B H C P) t o r e c or d
S p a nis h/ E n glis h e d u c ati o n al vi d e os a b o ut t h e b e n efits a n d i m p ort a n c e of n ati v e pl a nts,
w at ers h e d st e w ar ds hi p, a n d p olli n at ors.

I n t ot al, Gr e e n L e a d ers c o n n e ct e d 4 0 c hil dr e n a n d a d ults t o t h e w at ers h e d t hr o u g h aft ers c h o ol
pr o gr a ms a n d c o m m u nit y pl a nti n g s essi o ns at t hr e e diff er e nt H a ci e n d a C D C sit es. 

Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er f u n di n g  s u p p orts vit al l e a d ers hi p a m o n g u n d err e pr es e nt e d
c o m m u niti es b y a cti v ati n g y o u n g a d ults fr o m H a ci e n d a as or g a ni z ers a n d e d u c at ors
d e v el o pi n g w at ers h e d e d u c ati o n pr o gr a ms i n r es p o ns e t o t h e n e e ds of t h eir o w n c o m m u nit y.
T h e Gr e e n L e a d ers pr o gr a m is u ni q u e i n t hr e e k e y w a ys:  

1 .  Gr e e n L e a d ers l e ar n a b o ut e n vir o n m e nt al e d u c ati o n fr o m e d u c at ors of c ol or w h o dr a w
fr o m t h eir o w n li v e d e x p eri e n c e. P ortl a n d A u d u b o n Gr e e n L e a d er st aff ar e L ati n a a n d
s p e a k S p a nis h, a n d o n e E d u c at or w as a Gr e e n L e a d er h ers elf f or 2 y e ars. T o g et h er, o ur
t e a m dir e ctl y r efl e cts t h e e x p eri e n c e of t h e y o ut h w e w or k wit h. 

2 .  Gr e e n L e a d ers b e c o m e l e a d ers i n t h eir o w n c o m m u nit y, or g a ni zi n g a n d t e a c hi n g
f a mili es at H a ci e n d a sit es. T h e y a ct as n e ar- p e er m e nt ors t o c hil dr e n w h os e
b a c k gr o u n ds mirr or t h eir o w n. T h e y d e v el o p t h e c o nfi d e n c e t o l e a d a cti viti es wit h t h eir
o w n c o m m u nit y, w h er e t h e y f e el s af e, s u p p ort e d a n d s e e n i n w a ys t h at ar e i n disti n ct
c o ntr ast t o t h e e n vir o n m e nt al fi el d as a w h ol e. O n e L e a d er s h ar e d: “ W h e n y o u ar e a
p ers o n of c ol or, a n d y o u k n o w y o u will b e w or ki n g wit h ot h er p e o pl e of c ol or, y o u c a n
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 Written Testimony for Agenda Item #323 on April 26, 2023 


 To Whom It May Concern: 


 My name is Esteffany, I was a Portland Audubon Green Leader for 3 years. The Green Leaders 
 program works with young people from Hacienda CDC apartments to learn about nature and 
 lead afterschool and camps with Hacienda families. 


 Because of Your Neighborhood to the River, last year as part of this program we went to 
 different kinds of watersheds in Portland and then we tested the water quality and then we 
 measured the dissolved oxygen of the rivers. During after school sessions on Hacienda sites, 
 we had kids bring water from their house and compared it to a water sample from Balch Creek. 
 We had kids mix dish soap with water and then tested the dissolved oxygen and talked about 
 different things that can affect the quality of water in our watersheds. For example, how 
 household chemicals like dish soap can be bad and how we should pick up after our dogs 
 because that also makes it back to our waters. 


 This made a difference, to myself and the community, because now I can continue teaching 
 about watersheds and their health to new groups and individuals and my community has a 
 better understanding about the importance of different bodies of water as habitat for wildlife 
 and where our water comes from. 


 I hope that you will continue to fund this program again so that we can keep connecting the 
 community to the water. 


 Sincerely, 


 Esteffany Garcia 
 Portland Audubon Green Leader & Columbia Corridor resident 







s p e a k y o ur l a n g u a g e wit h o ut g etti n g j u d g e d, a n d f e el c o mf ort a bl e … A n d w h e n a ki d of
c ol or is l e ar ni n g e n vir o n m e nt al e d u c ati o n [fr o m a G L] … ki ds c a n l e ar n t h at t o o . ”
B e c a us e L e a d ers ar e b ot h l e ar ni n g fr o m m e nt ors fr o m t h eir o w n c o m m u nit y a n d
b e c o mi n g m e nt ors t h e ms el v es, t h e y l e ar n a n d t e a c h a b o ut w at ers h e d h e alt h i n w a ys t h at
ar e u ni q u el y r efl e cti v e of t h eir o w n c ult ur e a n d li v e d e x p eri e n c e.

3.  T h e pr o gr a m is a c oll a b or ati o n wit h H a ci e n d a C D C ( Or e g o n’s l ar g est L ati n o-l e d,
L ati n o-s er vi n g or g a ni z ati o n), a n d V er d e ( a C ull y- b as e d, BI P O C-l e d e n vir o n m e nt al
j usti c e a n d a d v o c a c y or g a ni z ati o n). T hr o u g h t his pr o gr a m, w e ar e a bl e t o str e n gt h e n
p art n ers hi ps b et w e e n m ulti pl e or g a ni z ati o ns t h at w or k t o i m pr o v e w at ers h e d h e alt h f or
c o m m u niti es al o n g t h e C ol u m bi a C orri d or, d e e p e ni n g c oll a b or ati o n b et w e e n
r e pr es e nt ati v es fr o m H a ci e n d a a n d V er d e, wit h H a ci e n d a r esi d e nts t h e ms el v es as t h e
dri v ers f or all d e cisi o n- m a ki n g.  

S u p p ort e d b y t his c oll e cti v e, t h e Gr e e n L e a d ers pr o gr a m e n g a g es r esi d e nts i n w at ers h e d h e alt h
lit er a c y a n d st or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt m or e c o h esi v el y a n d f ost ers o n g oi n g p art n ers hi ps
b et w e e n n ei g h b ors. T o g et h er, t h es e p art n ers hi ps pr o m ot e s ust ai n a bl e st or m w at er m a n a g e m e nt
a n d w at ers h e d h e alt h lit er a c y i n c o m m u niti es of p e o pl e w h o ar e Bl a c k, I n di g e n o us, a n d
P e o pl e of C ol or, a n d pr o vi d e g ui d a n c e t o m a ki n g i nf or m e d d e cisi o ns t h at e nri c h c o m m u nit y
a n d w at ers h e d h e alt h.

Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er pr o vi d es ess e nti al s u p p ort f or t h e pr o gr a m i n cl u di n g t h e c ost
of m at eri als, st aff ti m e, a n d, m ost i m p ort a ntl y, Gr e e n L e a d er sti p e n ds. T h es e sti p e n ds pr o vi d e
Gr e e n L e a d ers wit h t h e n e c ess ar y fi n a n ci al s u p p ort t o b e a bl e t o p arti ci p at e i n t his pr o gr a m
w hil e als o c o ntri b uti n g t o t h eir f a mil y's m o nt hl y i n c o m e. Fr o m 2 0 2 1 t o 2 0 2 2, t h e n u m b er of
y o ut h p arti ci p ati n g i n t his pr o gr a m d o u bl e d. I n a d diti o n, w e’ v e b e g u n t o f ost er t h e d e e p tr ust
a n d r el ati o ns hi ps wit h f a mili es t h at o nl y c o m es wit h ti m e. C o nti n u e d s u p p ort fr o m t h e Cit y
C o u n cil f or Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er n o w will h el p us b e gi n t o s e e t h e f ull i m p a ct of
t his c oll a b or ati o n, i ns piri n g l e a d ers f or e n vir o n m e nt al c h a n g e a m o n g c hil dr e n, y o u n g a d ults,
a n d t h eir f a mili es.

Att a c h e d b el o w is a n a d diti o n al l ett er of s u p p ort fr o m a p ast Gr e e n L e a d er, Est ef a n n y G ar ci a.

T h a n k y o u f or y o ur c o nsi d er ati o n,
E mil y Pi n k o wit z
Dir e ct or of E d u c ati o n
P ortl a n d A u d u b o n

-- 
* Pl e as e f or gi v e t h e br e vit y of t his e m ail. I h a v e a c o n diti o n t h at c urr e ntl y m a k es writi n g o n
s cr e e ns c h all e n gi n g. F or a f ast er r es p o ns e, pl e as e c all or t e xt 6 4 6- 7 3 4- 7 3 6 1 *

E mil y Pi n k o wi t z
Di r e ct o r of E d u c ati o n
p r o n o u n s: s h e / h e r
A u d u b o n Li n e : 9 7 1- 2 2 2- 6 1 1 8
C ell : 6 4 6- 7 3 4- 7 3 6 1
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 Writt e n T e sti m o n y f or A g e n d a It e m # 3 2 3 o n A pril 2 6, 2 0 2 3 

 T o W h o m It M a y C o n c er n: 

 M y n a m e i s E st eff a n y, I w a s a P ortl a n d A u d u b o n Gr e e n L e a d er f or 3 y e ar s. T h e Gr e e n L e a d er s 

 pr o gr a m w or k s wit h y o u n g p e o pl e fr o m H a ci e n d a C D C a p art m e nt s t o l e ar n a b o ut n at ur e a n d 

 l e a d aft er s c h o ol a n d c a m p s wit h H a ci e n d a f a mili e s. 

 B e c a u s e of Y o ur N ei g h b or h o o d t o t h e Ri v er, l a st y e ar a s p art of t hi s pr o gr a m w e w e nt t o 

 diff er e nt ki n d s of w at er s h e d s i n P ortl a n d a n d t h e n w e t e st e d t h e w at er q u alit y a n d t h e n w e 

 m e a s ur e d t h e di s s ol v e d o x y g e n of t h e ri v er s. D uri n g aft er s c h o ol s e s si o n s o n H a ci e n d a sit e s, 

 w e h a d ki d s bri n g w at er fr o m t h eir h o u s e a n d c o m p ar e d it t o a w at er s a m pl e fr o m B al c h Cr e e k. 

 W e h a d ki d s mi x di s h s o a p wit h w at er a n d t h e n t e st e d t h e di s s ol v e d o x y g e n a n d t al k e d a b o ut 

 diff er e nt t hi n g s t h at c a n aff e ct t h e q u alit y of w at er i n o ur w at er s h e d s. F or e x a m pl e, h o w 

 h o u s e h ol d c h e mi c al s li k e di s h s o a p c a n b e b a d a n d h o w w e s h o ul d pi c k u p aft er o ur d o g s 

 b e c a u s e t h at al s o m a k e s it b a c k t o o ur w at er s. 

 T hi s m a d e a diff er e n c e, t o m y s elf a n d t h e c o m m u nit y, b e c a u s e n o w I c a n c o nti n u e t e a c hi n g 

 a b o ut w at er s h e d s a n d t h eir h e alt h t o n e w gr o u p s a n d i n di vi d u al s a n d m y c o m m u nit y h a s a 

 b ett er u n d er st a n di n g a b o ut t h e i m p ort a n c e of diff er e nt b o di e s of w at er a s h a bit at f or wil dlif e 

 a n d w h er e o ur w at er c o m e s fr o m. 

 I h o p e t h at y o u will c o nti n u e t o f u n d t hi s pr o gr a m a g ai n s o t h at w e c a n k e e p c o n n e cti n g t h e 

 c o m m u nit y t o t h e w at er. 

 Si n c er el y, 

 E st eff a n y G ar ci a 

 P ortl a n d A u d u b o n Gr e e n L e a d er & C ol u m bi a C orri d or r e si d e nt 
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