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First annual Rose Show (still part of the Rose Festival). 
Portland Rose Society organized. 
Rose Society's Fiesta sponsored together with Rose Show. 
First annual Rose Festival held. 
First Portland Rose Festival Association formed; first year Festival 
was presided over by "Rex Oregonus". 
Royal Rosarians organized. 
First Rose Festival queen selected (Miss Thelma Hollingsworth). Custom 
of selecting Rex Oregonus discontinued. 
Royal Rosarian Garden and International Rose Test Garden in Washington 
Park developed. 
Rose Festival not held because of World War I; children's parade held 
on Portland's east side. 
Rose Festival Parade not held. 
First year in which Rose Festival queen was a Portland high school girl. 
Present system of selecting queen from Portland high schools, one girl 
representing each school, adopted; present Rose Festival Association 
incorporated. 
Junior Rose Festival became official part of Portland Rose Festival. 
Curtailed Rose Festival held in spite of Memorial Day flood and 
destruction of Vanport on outskirts of Portland. 
Merrykhana "fun" parade re-instituted after lapse of many years; Rose 
Festival Center re-established as integral part of Festival. 
Memorial Coliseum used as site of evening shows, Coronation, and start 
of Grand Floral Parade for first time; Rose Cup Sports Car Races intro­
duced as part of Festival program. 
First Northwest regional telecast in color of the Grand Floral Parade, 
which to date has been sponsored by Buick Division of General Motors. 
Holladay Park (Festival Center) restoration - new lighting and under­
ground electrical systems installed. 
Holladay Park (Festival Center) restoration - multi-stage fountain 
installed, with colored lights and music. 
First annual Teen-Age Fair held. 
Annual Rose Cup Sports Car Race sponsorship and management undertaken 
by Rose Festival Association. 
Bob Hope Show - First time Coliseum show complete sellout for two-night 
show. 
Grand Floral Parade post-parade showing of floats initiated. 
Hosted 19 Navy ships; 11 U.S. Navy vessels, two U.S. Coast Guard cutters, 
five Royal Canadian Navy ships and one British guided missile destroyer. 
Grand Floral Parade post-parade area e,cpanded to accommodate additional 
spectators. 
Rose Festival Drag Races held at Delta Park. 

The story of the Portland Rose Festival, to be staged for the 62nd time next 
June 5 through Jooe 14, goes back 79 years into Portland's past. In 1889, 



Portland Rose Festival Story - 2 

Portland rose enthusiasts held their first annual Rose Show in a tent, and in 
1902 organized the Portland Rose Society. In 1904, 1905, and 1906, the society 
staged the Portland Rose Society Fiesta to add excitement to the Rose Show. 

Harry Lane, then mayor of Portland, suggested in 1905,: in an address at the Lewis 
and Clark Exposition that Portland needed a "festival of roses." Civic leaders 
picked up the idea, and in 1907, produced the first Portland Rose Festival. With 
the exception of two years, 1918 and 1926, the Rose Festival has been held annually 
to date. Bertha Slater Smith originated the slogan, "For you a rose in Portland 
grows." 

Twenty illuminated floats on flat cars, riding on the rail of Portland's electric 
trolley system were the main attractions of the first Rose Festival pageant, pro­
duced by George L. Hutchinson. Ruling as "Queen Flora" was Carrie Lee Chamberlain 
Wood, who today lives in California. All float entries are now decorated with 
natural flowers. 

In the next year, 1908, businessmen organized the Portland Rose Festival Association, 
a non-profit civic enterprise set up to plan and finance the annual Rose Festival. 
Ruler of festivals from 1908 through 1913 was a king--Rex Oregonus--whose identity 
was kept secret Wltil he removed his huge beard at the Festival's annual ball. A 
Festival Queen, selected from among young Portland socialites, ruled each year from 
1914 to 1930. 

Since 1930, the queen has been a Portland high school senior. In 1932, when the 
present Rose Festival Association was incorporated, the present method of selection 
of a queen from the court of princesses, one selected by the student body of each 
high school was adopted. Each princess receives a college scholarship contributed 
by the association; through September, 1969, nearly $200,000 had been distributed 
in this way. The princess chosen queen wears a crown valued at $5,000, containing 
saffhires, zircons and rubies, wears a gorgeous robe and carries an impressive 
sceptre. The crown was created in 1922. 

The Royal Rosarians, a separate organization which takes part in many Festival events 
dates back to 1912. The Royal Rosarian Garden and International Rose Test Garden in 
Washington Park were established in 1917. 

Since 1918, youngsters on Portland's east side have conducted a junior festival in 
imitation of the successful senior event. The lively junior parade grew in size and 
fame, and in 1936, was invited to become an official part of the Portland Rose 
Festival. Over 10,000 children participate in this event. 

In 1958, the Festival Center was re-established as a Rose Festival event, staged in 
Portland's downtown park blocks. The Center, which is open each day of the Festival, 
proved to be such an outstanding success that in 1960 it was moved to an expanded 
area at Holladay Park adjacent to the Lloyd Center, where it attracted more than half 
a million visitors each year. There is no admission charge to the Center, which 
features stage show, band concerts, commercial exhibits, arts and crafts, hobby dis­
plays, ethnic food stands, carnival rides and concessions. 

Also in 1958, the Merrykhana Parade was re-introduced as a feature of the Rose 
Festival. This is a zany evening affair, completely unlike the beautiful and dig­
nified Grand Floral Parade, and features clowns, calliopes, band music and eccentric 
floats of all types. 



Portland Rose Festival Story - 3 

The Rose Cup Sports Car Races, which were sponsored by the Rose Festival Association 
for the first time in 1966, have become a major annual attraction of the Festival. 
Thousands of spectators gather at Delta Park to watch the high-powered speedsters 
compete for both prize money and trophies. In addition to the Rose Cup Races, 1969 
found the Rose Festival drag races at Delta Park added to the many activities on the 
Rose Festival calendar. 

Highlight of the Rose Festival is always the Grand Floral Parade, which attracts 
visitors to Portland from all parts of the world to see the more than fifty floats 
decorated completely with fresh natural flowers. After the floats have completed 
the parade route, they are taken to an area located near the heart of Portland, where 
the public is invited to view them at leisure. 

For those who are unable to make the trip to "The City of Roses" to view the many 
Festival events, a 16 mm. color-sound film is loaned free of charge. The 27-minute 
movie, which captures all the highlights of the Festival, can be obtained by contact­
ing the Rose Festival office. 

* * * * 
Through the years, the Festival has grown and matured until it now comprises 10 full 
days of varied events. Major activities of the 1970 Rose Festival will include the 
following: 

Junior Rose Festival Selection and Coronation ceremony 
Memorial Coliseum Show, which in the past has featured top entertainment names 
Merrykhana Parade, the night "fun" parade revived in 1958 
Festival Center--exhibits and gayway 
Marine Day on the Willamette River 
Rose Festival Queen Selection and Coronation in the Memorial Coliseum 
Visit by American and Canadian Navy ships 
Knighting ceremonies for new nobles of the lealm of Rosaria 
Junior Rose Festival Parade 
Rose Show - America's oldest and largest 
Teen '70 Fair in the Memorial Coliseum 
Grand Floral Parade 
Post-parade viewing of floats 
Golden Rose Ski Tournament on Mt. Hood 
Rose Cup Sports Car Races at Delta Park 
Rose Festival Drag Races at Delta Park 
Rose Festival Track and Field championships 
Rose Festival National Bicycle Races 



THE STORY OF THE ROSE FESTIVAL QUEEN'S CROWN 

Each year in June, a lovely Portland area girl is selected from a court 
of equally lovely princesses and crowned Queen of Rosaria. The symbol of 
her reign is a beautiful jewel-encrusted crown. 

Where did the crown come from? Who made it? Who owns it? Does it have real 
jewels? Does the queen keep it all year long? 

Perhaps you've wondered about these and other things. There are many interest­
ing yet little-known or half- forgotten facts about the crown and its history. 
We think many of you might like to know the fascinating story. 

Portland's world-famed Rose Festival started in 1907. For the first few years 
the fete was ruled over by Rex Oregonus--a masked king whose identity was kept 
secret until the conclusion of the festival celebration. Commencing in 1914, 
a queen was selected to rule the Realm of Rosaria each year. She wore a crown, 
as all queens do. But, as time passed, there grew a feeling among ,her loyal 
subjects that their queen needed a finer crown to match her regal beauty. So, 
early in 1922, the Business and Professional Women's Club of Portland under­
took the job of raising funds for a beautiful new crown. This was accomplished 
through the sale of thousands of miniature paper rosebuds which the club members 
made themselves. 

Charles Pennell, a talented Portland jewelry craftsman, volunteered his services 
to design the crown free of charge. By Rose Festival time in 1922 the crown was 
finished and was presented to the Portland Rose Festival Association. And it has 
graced the head of every queen from that year on. 

The crown is truly a thing of splendor and delicate beauty. The frame is made of 
fourteen-carat gold. A large blue zircon graces its tip, and six hundred and 
fifty white sapphires, accented by eight rare pigeon-blood rubies, give the 
crown its sparkling beauty. Thus are blended together the colors of red and 
white--the shades of roses most popular in the early 1920's. 

The queen of Rosaria in 1922, and the first one to wear the new crown, was Harriet 
Griffith--now Mrs. Zina A. Wise of Portland. 

It is difficult to place actual monetary value on a treasure of this kind. Its 
heritage and intrinsic value are priceless. However, the crown itself is valued 
today at $5,000. 

Naturally, such a valuable item must be kept in a safe place. For many years it 
has been the responsibility of the United States Nationil"Bank of Oregon to be 
the safekeeping custodians of the Queen's crown for its owner, the Portland Rose 
Festival Association. Originally the crown was stored in a safe deposit box 
when not being wom by the Queen. However, it was felt that the handsome crown 
should be more prominently displayed. So, in 1956, permission was obtained from 
festival officials to display it in a secure glass case which had been specially 
made. This display case is in the U.S. National Bank main branch safe deposit 
department. When not in use, the lovely crown of Rosaria is on view to all enter­
ing the vault area. 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - 62ND ANNUAL PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL 
JUNE 5TH THROUGH JUNE 14TH, 1970 

Fri. June 5 - Official opening of 1970 Rose Festival Center. Teen '70 Festival 

Sat. June 6 - Merrykhana Parade, Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Races, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sun. June 7 - Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Race, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Mon. June 8 -- Queen Selection & Coronation, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Tue. June 9 - Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Wed. June 10 - Coliseum Show, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Thur. June 11 - Coliseum Show, Rose Show Opens, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Fri. June 12 - Rose Show, Junior Rose Festival Parade, Knighting Ceremony, Queen's Ball, 
Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sat. June 13 - Grand Floral Parade, Rose Cup Sports Races, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sun. June 14 - Rose Cup Sports Car Races, Golden Rose Ski Tournament, Festival Center, 
Teen '70 Festival 
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Success of the annual Portland Rose Festival depends upon the caliber of volunteer help it 
receives. And judging from the list of committee chairmen to head up the respective Rose 
Festival activities, 1970 should be a banner year. President James Rathbun recently com­

pleted the selection of committee chairmen who will assist him in the production of next June's Festival. 

Committee chairmen named were: Associate Membership, Rollin Killoran; Budget, John Harrigan; Coronation, William A. 
Oliver; Festival Center, Harry Buckley; Future Planning, Webb Harrington; Golden Rose Ski Tournament, Gordon Hoy; 
Grand Floral Parade, Larry Campbell; Hospitality, James Simmons; Marine Day, Robert Atkinson, Jr.; Merrykhana Parade, 
C. Harold Weston, Jr.; Navy, Al Grantham; Princess Selection, William MacGibbon; Program, Floyd Bennett; Publicity, 
Allen 0. Carden; Rose Cup Sports Car and Drag Races, Robert Ames; Rose Pin Sales, Fred Edmunds; Rose Show, Jim 
Payne; and Track Meet, Manley Bakkensen. 

ROSE FESTIVAL 
RECEIVES PRAISE 

• •• 
Executive Manager Robert T. Bryant reports efforts of the Rose Festival Association re­
ceived high commendation at the 13th annual seminar-workshop of the International 
Festivals Association held this past month in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

The 16mm color-sound, half-hour movie of the 1969 Grand Floral Parade was previewed at the IF A Convention and re­
ceived raves from festival and media officials in attendance. The movie is available to local ·service and civic organizations 
at no charge. 

Bryant also announced the Rose Festival's four-color brochure, which was distributed throughout the United States by 
travel bureaus, transportation firms, information offices and chambers of commerce, was awarded first place in judging 
among nearly 30 other such promotional folders . 

FLOAT SPONSORS 
HONORED BY C OF C 

••• 
Kickoff of the 1970 Grand Floral Parade Committee's activities was a special Portland 
Chamber of Commerce Forum held September 29. 

Color muralettes of floats in the 1969 parade were presented to representatives of local business firms which sponsored 
Grand Floral Parade entries. Twenty-eight Portland business firms were honored at the Chamber affair. 

Parade Chairman Larry Campbell reported nine float entries have been received in the first month of solicitation. Those 
already entered for the June 13 floral spectacular are: First National Bank of Oregon, Jantzen Inc., Northwest Natural Gas, 
Pacific Northwest Bell Telephone, Pacific Power and Light, Portland Chamber of Commerce, Portland Retatl Trade Bureau, 
Reliable Transfer, and United States National Bank . 

1969 FESTIVAL 
PICTURE "BLACK" 

••• 
Past President James Simmons reported a successful 1969 Rose Festival to the Association's 
Executive Committee. 

In a year-end report, Simmons presented the fiscal year's audit which showed the Portland 
Rose Festival Association $153.42 "to the good". Simmons reported the 1969 income totaled $320,155.98, the expenses 
$320,002.56. 

"This is a credit to the community for its participation, to my board and our administrative staff for their assistance. This 
is a major project ," Simmons stated, "one of the country's greatest civic celebrations. And it doesn't happen accidentally." 

ROUTE TO I I 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - 62ND ANNUAL PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL 
JUNE 5TH THROUGH JUNE 14TH, 1970 

Fri. June 5 - Official opening of 1970 Rose Festival Center. Teen '70 Festival. 

Sat. June 6 - Merrykhana Parade, Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Races, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sun. June 7 - Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Race, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Mon. June 8 -- Queen Selection & Coronation, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Tue. June 9 - Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Wed. June 10 - Coliseum Show, Festival Center, Tee.n '70 Festival 

Thur. June 11 - Coliseum Show, Rose Show Opens, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Fri. June 12 - Rose Show, Junior Rose Festival Parade, Knighting Ceremony, Queen's Ball, 
Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sat. June 13 - Grand Floral Parade, Rose Cup Sports Races , Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sun. June 14 - Rose Cup Sports Car Races, Golden Rose Ski Tournament, Festival Center, 
Teen '70 Festival 
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IN PASADENA PARADE 
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1970 Rose Festival - June 5th thru June 14th 
Portland Rose Festival Association • Suite 416 Hilton Hotel 
Robert T. Bryant, Executive Manager • Phone 227-2681 
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NEW YEARS DAY - - NORTHWEST 
NATURAL GAS COMP ANY'S GRAND 
FLORAL PARADE SWEEPSTAKES WINNER 

For the 45th year, Portland will be represented 
in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade on January 1, 

Entered on behalf of the Portland Rose Festival Association will be a 45-foot floral spectacular _ 
depicting the many tourist features of the State of Oregon. Queen Rhonda Anderson and four other •--••--llllllli_..., 
lovely young ladies from Portland will be riding the float which will be seen around the world via color television coverage. 

In addition to Queen Rhonda, other Portland Rose Festival Association representatives will include President James Rathbun, 
Executive Manager Robert Bryant and Assistant Manager Clayton Hannon. 

William Goritsan, Portland, will be the float builder. Northwest Natural Gas Company's sweepstakes winner in last June's Grand 
Floral Parade will be the float carrying the Portland Rose Festival Association's colors this New Year's Day. 

ADDITIONAL FLOAT 
ENTRIES RECEIVED 

• • • • 
Add seven more floats to the lineup of the 1970 Grand Floral Parade. 
Parade Chairman Larry Campbell announced that a total of 16 floats have been entered through the end of 
November. This is far and above the best start in float solicitation for the Grand Floral Parade. 

In addition to the floats listed in the November newsletter, the following entries have been received: Equitable Savings and Loan; 
Farmers Insurance Group; Georgia Pacific; Meier and Frank; Portland Bottling Company; Portland General Electric and Miss Tan Portland. 

FESTIVAL SEEKS 
FOOTBALL GAME 

• • • • 
An effort to secure a major sports event for the Rose Festival calendar has been started by the officers and 
staff of the PRF A. 
President James Rathbun announced earlier this week that an official presentation has been made to the 

American Football Coaches Association to bring the 1970 Coaches All-Star football game to Portland next June as part of the Festival. 
The game is nationally televised by ABC-TV. 

While several cities throughout the nation are seeking the sports attraction, Rathbun expressed high hopes for Portland. "As a part 
of the Rose Festival program the game would be a natural," the PRFA leader stated. 

A decision is expected in the very near future. 

SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAM ACTIVE 

• • • • 
Members of the 1969 Court of Rosaria are making the most of their college scholarships supplied by the 
Portland Rose Festival Association. 
Eleven of the 13 members of this year's Court are presently emolled in college this fall term, and another 

will be starting winter term. Receiving assistance through the PRFA scholarship program are: Queen Rhonda Anderson and Princess 
Jackie Fowler at Lewis and Clark; Princesses Diane Sholian, Elizabeth Campbell, Tonia Twigger, Polly Waller, Elaine Jeffries at the 
University of Oregon; Lynn Dixon at Portland State University; Gerutta Nickleberry at Linfield; and Francis White at Western Business 
University. Mary Ann Nakadate is attending Stanford. 

Since the scholarship program was started, about 500 scholarships have been awarded totaling nearly $200,000 . 

.....__R_ou_TE_To____..___ __ __,__-'-------'-_...__ ___ ,L._I --1..l ___ --1..I __J__I ___ .J.__..,JI I 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS - 62ND ANNUAL PORTLAND ROSE FESTIVAL 
JUNE 5TH THROUGH JUNE 14TH, 1970 

Fri. June 5 - Official opening of 1970 Rose Festival Center. Teen '70 Festival. 

Sat. June 6 - Merrykhana Parade, Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Races, Festival Center , Teen ' 70 Festival 

Sun. June 7 :.._ Marine Day, Rose Festival Drag Race, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Mon. June 8 -- Queen Selection & Coronation, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Tue. June 9 - Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Wed. June IO - Coliseum Show, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Thur. June 11 -:- Coliseum Show, Rose Show Opens, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Fri. June 12 - Rose Show, Junior Rose Festival Parade, Knighting Ceremony, Queen's Ball, 
Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sat. June 13 - Grand Floral Parade, Rose Cup Sports Races, Festival Center, Teen '70 Festival 

Sun. June 14 - Rose Cup Sports Car Races, Golden Rose Ski Tournament, Festival Center , 
Teen '70 Festival 
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