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MEMORANDUM 
  

 
DATE:   February 3, 2022 
 
FROM:  David K. Rankin, C.E.G. – Principal Engineering Geologist 
 
TO:   Tamara Holden – Block 290, LLC 

Levi Curran - Block 290, LLC. 
 
SUBJECT:   Block 290 East - Geotechnical Demolition Recommendations 

 
 
On January 21, 2022, GeoConsultants NW (GCN) was acquired by True North Geotechnical 
Services (True North), and all former employees of GCN are now employed by True North, 
long-time teaming partner of GCN and peer reviewer on Block 290 needs.  Brad Hupy, David 
Rankin, Tima Carlson and other former GCN personnel already assigned to this project will 
remain engaged.  Other staff personnel from the True North team will be included, as needed to 
accommodate project needs.  
 
This memorandum has been prepared to provide clarity regarding the site conditions at the 
close-out of demolition permit #: 20-183725-000-00-CO.  This is in response to the City of 
Portland – Site Development Plan Check Review regarding Title 24, Section 24.55.00 – 
Demolition, Debris, & Nuisances as they relate to Lot #: 1N1E33BA, Tax-Lot 102. 
 
Block 290 is the former site of a class-8 truck service building, proposed to be demolished.  The 
proposed revision to the demo permit is for work on the Eastern half of Block 290 to be limited 
to the demolition of the building only, with concrete building slab on grade, depressed service 
bays, and foundations to remain.  Following future transfer of ownership, we understand that 
additional site demolition, future grading, and future remediation of below grade contamination 
(either revealed by future owners or discovered during future development) will be done under a 
separate permit after ownership of the Block 290 East portion of the site (1N1E33BA, Tax Lot 
102) is transferred to another party.   
 
Historically, motor fuel (principally diesel but also gasoline), motor oil, waste oil and other 
products (anti-freeze, etc.) were used during truck fueling and maintenance.  Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality has issued No Further Action (NFA) Determinations on 
nine tanks removed1.   
 

 
1 Consolidated Freightways, File No. 26-95-0308, prepared by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, dated September 24, 1996, 
and No Further Action Determination, Con-Way, Inc., File No. 26-89-0305, prepared by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality, dated 
October 2, 2012.   
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Precise locations of suspected contaminated soil, contaminated above Oregon DEQ screening 
thresholds, is not known but is anticipated based on the locations of historic truck maintenance 
and fueling operations (refer to attached Figure 2 from the CMMP dated 6/7/2021 for the East 
Block).  Most of the areas are underground storage tanks (USTs) sites and, both inside/outside 
the building, and underground piping connected to the USTs. There also may be suspect 
stormwater dry wells, underground UST piping, and USTs not previously discovered but 
remaining on the property, and, if encountered, should be removed to confirm “clean” conditions 
per DEQ guidance.  
 
In our opinion, leaving the existing interior slab, exterior paving, other actions listed below, are 
considered a suitable temporary “cap” of any possible below-grade residual contamination 
above DEQ thresholds until future development of the site commences under a separate permit.  
The following are our recommendations for the demolition of the Eastern half of the Block 290 
building with floor slab surface (including walls and floors of the service bay vaults depressed 
below the main floor slab) being left intact and unbroken.  Specifically,  
 
1. Within the depressed service bays, with no piping formerly used for conveying or venting 

fuel/oil/solvent/related liquids shall be removed or cut.  All uncapped piping used for 
fuel/oil/solvent/related liquids in the depressed service bays needs to be capped, otherwise 
not disturbed. 
  

2. On the main floor slab, all uncapped piping (currently flush with the top of slab or, during 
demo, cut to top of slab) shall be capped. 

 
3. Around the building exterior, all uncapped piping (currently flush with the surrounding 

ground surface or, during demo, cut to surround ground surface) within non-traffic areas and 
serving no useful purpose (such as existing utility, dry well, etc.), shall be capped. 

 
4. Until future development plans are determined and implemented, the depressed service 

bays will be temporarily filled with inert material and covered with water, sunlight, and 
vandalism resistant sheeting to prevent potential migration of stormwater into the filled 
service bays.   

 
5. Native soil (or crushed rock over native soil) is exposed in a small area between the east 

side of the building and the sidewalk.  Within this area, the historic record suggests that 
there is a small stockpile of petroleum contaminated soil over a small/shallow pocket of 
petroleum contaminated soil (refer to attached Figure 2 from the CMMP dated 6/7/2021 for 
the East Block).  Following demolition, the owner/contactor managing demolition of the 
entire building need to conduct a visual review this area to determine the best practice for 
keeping stormwater off this area.  At this time, we propose covering this area with water, 
sunlight, and vandalism resistant sheeting and collecting/diverting stormwater from this 
sheeting to a suitable outlet.   

 
 
Attachment – Figure 2 (from CMMP) 
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