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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered - Held over from ID 25010 (7/21/21) for additional information

Appeal ID: 25058 Project Address: 1 N Center Court St

Hearing Date: 8/11/21 Appellant Name: Josh A Peterson

Case No.: B-011 Appellant Phone: 5037292143

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Brian Quattlebaum

Project Type: commercial Stories: 7 Occupancy: A-4 Construction Type: 1-A 

Building/Business Name: Garden Garage (Moda Center) Fire Sprinklers: Yes - Fully Sprinkled

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing 

structure,Reconsideration of appeal,occ Change from A to 

LUR or Permit Application No.: 21-052764-FA 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: Garage

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 2019 OSSC 1010.1.9

Requires 1010.1.9 Door operations. Except as specifically permitted by this section, egress doors shall be

readily openable from the egress side without the use of a key or special knowledge or effort.

Code Modification or 

Alternate Requested

Secure Egress doors when not required for emergency egress to prevent unauthorized use,

transient occupancy, and damage to facilities.

Proposed Design Allow doors accessing stairs #7 and #8 from the Public Parking Garage, a redundant egress, to be

secure by card reader access from egress side. Secured doors would automatically unlock upon

actuation of the automatic sprinkler system or automatic fire detection system; loss of power

controlling the lock or lock mechanism; or from a signal from the fire command center. Doors

would be monitored by security cameras that are monitored via 24hr on-site security. A call button

would be provided to allow users to request release of door locks

Readily visible signage would be provided at stair and lobby doors providing direction to alternate

exits and stating: “EMERGENCY EXIT. DOOR UNLOCKED BY AUTOMATIC FIRE ALARM”

Reason for alternative Due to incidents of outside persons gaining access to egress stairs and either setting up camp or

using the facilities as a safe space to perform illegal activities, the egress stairs in the garage are

desired by Ownership to be secured spaces for staff access and emergency egress only.

Redundant systems (automatic fire alarm, power loss to door lock, & command center signal) will

trigger the unlocking of the doors ensuring that they will be open in an emergency event.

Signage would note that the doors would open when the fire alarm is active to clearly indicate to

people egress in an emergency that the doors will be unlocked. Additional signage can assist with

wayfinding during typical usage.

Page 1 of 2Appeals | The City of Portland, Oregon

8/12/2021https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appeals/index.cfm?action=entry&appe...



APPEAL DECISION

Doors accessing stairs #7 and #8 from the Public Parking Garage to be secured by card reader access 

from egress (garage) side: Granted provided the electro-magnetic lock is tied into the fire alarm system 

such that activation of the fire alarm system or loss of power will unlock this door and provided a 

communication device is installed with identification signage capable of calling a constantly attended 

location that is not 911 and provided egress and accessibility is verified at time of plan review.

Appellant may contact Brian Quattlebaum (503 823-0637) with questions.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant 

demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do 

not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions 

unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 

90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to 

www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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