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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 24867 Project Address: 7000 NE Airport Way

Hearing Date: 5/12/21 Appellant Name: Tara Lund

Case No.: B-007 Appellant Phone: 5032261285

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: David Bartley

Project Type: commercial Stories: 3 Occupancy: A-3, B, S-1 Construction Type:

Type lA 

Building/Business Name: Port of Portland - PDX Fire Sprinklers: Yes - Throughout

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 20-124057-STR-01-MG 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: Airport

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 2019 OSSC Chapter 33: 3306.7 Covered Walkways

Requires A walkway shall be provided for pedestrian travel that leads from a building entrance or exit of an 

occupied structure to a public way. Walkways shall be accessible in accordance with Chapter 11 

and shall be designed to support all imposed loads, and the design live load shall be not less than 

150 pounds per square foot (psf).

Code Modification or 

Alternate Requested

Proposed modification to 150 psf live load requirement as noted below.

Proposed Design Based on project-specific oversight and management of operations, personnel, and materials that 

will be using the proposed scaffolding, the following design live load for the overhead protection 

scaffold structure elements and their supporting connections is proposed to be modified as 

follows: not less than 150 psf over any 5’x5’ (25 sf) impact area, with 25 psf outside of impact area. 

For existing terminal structure floor and roof elements supporting scaffold loading, design scaffold 

live load shall be not less than 150 psf for elements supporting 5 sf or less tributary scaffold area, 

and linearly reducing from to 150 psf at 5 sf to 25 psf at 50 sf, and maintain minimum design live 

load of 25 psf for larger areas.

The scaffolding will not occur over, or impede any required means of egress, but will be over 

pedestrian walkways that provide access between levels as shown on attached exhibits.

The conditions proposed in this appeal will be temporary and apply to the following scope of work: 

soffit demo and reinstallation, rain drain reroutes, structural reinforcements and construction of 

new outside air shafts at the South Terminal exit lanes and North and South Cores. Loading on 

the scaffolding will be limited to reduced crews of 4-5 people and the scope of work is 

predominantly lightweight. The scaffolding is anticipated to be in place approximately 4 months 

starting in May, 2021 and anticipated to finish in September, 2021. We are requesting the 
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proposed conditions be approved as part of the Occupancy Safety Plan measures that will be 

implemented during the construction of the Terminal improvements.

The scaffolding work platform will be roughly 19’ above enplaning floor and the area of work will 

range 10’-0” to 15’-0” above the work platform. The platform will have netting, guardrails and toe 

boards as required to meet OSHA standards. Any work that involves heavier construction 

elements, including movement of rain drains, will take place during the night shift with the area 

below vacated of all non-construction personnel.

Reason for alternative The load capacity of the scaffolding is limited by the point load capacity of the existing terminal 

roof and enplaning floor structure in this area. The proposed scaffolding is meant to operate as a 

working platform for work with limited risk of falling debris and therefore, the platform will not be 

subject to loads that would require overhead fall protection in the magnitude of the 150 psf live 

loading across large areas of the scaffold platform. 

Final design of scaffolding will be submitted as an attachment to OSP. 

Please see: EX1, EX2, EX3 & EX4

APPEAL DECISION

Modification to the minimum scaffold live load requirement: Granted as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 

approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 

safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 

make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 

90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to 

www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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