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Subject: Picketing by Minority Contractors at Chuck's Market, 2415 N Williams

PPB - 273

Sir:

There is a small market being built at 2415 N Williams Ave. It

is called Chuck's Market and is being financed partially by federal
funds. The bids were let by the Portland Development Commission,
and the general contractor is Juhr Construction, Inc., phone number
235-3158, site phone number 282-9396. The man in charge of the
construction site is Mike Lay.

Approximately a week ago, a Negro male individual by the name of

John Berry (spelling may be Bare). Mr. Berry claimed that he represented
the Minority Contractors, and he did not see any black faces in the
construction crew. There have been several contacts between Mr. Berry
and Mr. Lay, who is in charge of the construction site. since that time.

This morning, April 28, 1982, at approximately 0900 hours, 12
people from the Minority Contractors occuppied the construction
shack, which is on the construction site. Mr. Lay asked them to
leave, and was given an ultimatum. Either they hire black people
in the construction crews, or the construction site will be shut
down and if that didn't work, the construction site would be burned
down. There was also the threat of vandalism to the site.

The deadline was 11:00 a.m., which passed without any activities
because contact had been made between Mr. Berry and a member of

the Association for General Contractors. It is unknown at this

point what kind of agreement was made or what will take place at
this meeting.

Meanwhile, there are approximately 10 picketers with signs asking for
jobs and criticizing the Portland Development Commission. -

Mr. lay is keeping a journal of activities as well as what was said
between the different parties on the site.
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