
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 8, 1979 

From: PEGGY NAGAE 
224-4094 or 238-6882 

Re: A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
February 17, 1979 
Multnomah County Exposition Center 

You are invited to attend A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE on 

February 17, 1979 at the Multnomah County Exposition Center 

starting at 12:00 p.m. 

February 19, 1979 marks the 37th anniversary date of 

the enactment of Executive Order 9066. By signing this 

Order on February 19, 1942, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

gave Executive approval for the wholesale uprooting and 

incarceration of over 120,000 persons of Japanese ancestry, 

74% of whom were United States citizens. 

The DAY OF REMEMBRANCE acknowledges the years of 

hardship Japanese America endured to make the United States 

home for their parents, themselves, their children and 

all the Nikkei generations to come. The Expo Center was 

the Portland Assembly Center during World War II, where 

the Nikkei were imprisoned from May to September of 1942 

before being sent inland to concentration camps. 

The DAY OF REMEMBRANCE held in Puyallup, Washington 

on November 25, 1978, drew about 2,000 participants. Similar 

events are scheduled for Los Angeles and San Francisco. 

The schedule for the DAY OF REMEMBRANCE is: 

12:00 - 1:30 Registration 

2:00 - 3:30 Program 

3:00 - 3:45 Break 

3:45 - 4:15 Entertainment 

5:00 Community Potluck 
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PARTIAL LIST OF PARTICIPANTS Speakers and Entertainers 

Mayor Neil Goldschmidt 

The Honorable Robert Thornton 

Mr. Min Yasui 

Dr. Georges. Hara 

Mrs. Harue Ninorniya 

Dr. Toshi Kuge 

Reverand Waichi Oyanagi 

Mr. Masuji Ureta 

Mrs. Nola Sogai Bogle 

PARTIAL LIST OF SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 

Portland Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) 

Seattle JACL 

Gresham-Troutdale JACL 

Oregon Nisei Vets 

Pacific Northwest District Council 

Oregon Buddhist Church 

Nikkei Jin Kai 

Eugene Asian American Cultural Center 

University of Oregon Asian Student Union 



.. 

Multnomah County • City of Portland 

February 27, 1979 

The Oregonian Forum 
1320 St~ Broadway 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Attention: Editorial Board 

,.Enclosed is a copy of an article on redress for Japanese Americans 
that we vvrote for our January Human Relations Newsletter. 

~Je thought it would be of interest for the March 5th Forum page. 
If you are interested, you have the permission of the Metropolitan Human 
Relations Commission to reprint this article. 

Sincerely, 
/' ~/~7 

//; ,,/ 
I.: • I .,~· I'/. L.... 

;,~/ ) I ). ,y//~.1/1~:~_/. (L-~ \ 

vJ.G . Barnett 
Executive -Director 

WGB/blt 

Corbett Building, Room 31 ;~ 
430 S.W f\/lor,ison Street 

Portland, Oregor- 97204 , 24'< 4187 
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~~"):~·· ~- \I' ,' SHOULD Japariese~Ame~icans rtr-
;ceive reparations 'for their incarceration 
in mass detention camps during WQrld 

, War II? That _is the topic for readers' 
, letters for the Forum page on March 5. 
· '.fhe .Japanese-American Citizens 
1 

• League. is seeking reparations qn behalf 
. of the more 'than · ff0,000 persons of 
· Japanese ancestry interned in West 
Coast camps: It intends to have a bill 
introduced in. Congr~ss to ,authorize · 
payments of $2'5,000 to each imprisoned 

: Japanese-American or his survivor. (Re-
parations for 1nore than 3,000 Japanese• 
Americans from Oregon would amount 
to $75 million, it is estimated.) 

Opponents, including Sen. S.I. Haya-
kawa, R-Calif., coritend the proposal 
would rekindle.resentment and racism. 

Letters on the topic should be ad-
dressed to The Oregonian Forum, 1320 
SW. Br~adway, Portlana, Ore., 97201. 
Brief letters will be given greater con-

. sideration. ·· · _ 
" Letters must .be signed and. include 

· the writer's address. Deadliri.e for their 
·· submission wm be Feb. 28. 

' -



-·~.:~:--:a w::: 
by Lind: F. ~atvfn ·_,friif,?c 

By custom and tradition any 
American who has been injured 
by false accusation, arrest, or 
imprisonment is' expected to 
bringthcresponsiblepartiesin-
to court and · obtain a 
judgement clearing his or her 
name and coliecting damages 
as redress . Freedom is con-
sidered so precious by • gress and the State Depart-
Americans that even a fev1 days 
of false imprisonment have . 
been compensated' v!itl\ larg~ 
monetary sums. . 

Japanese Americans have 
experienced the agonies o'f 
being incarcerated unjustly and 
have suffered the indignity of 
being imprisoned by their own 
government. Redress'for the in-
justices of the 1942-1946 period 
should not be just an isolated 
Japanese American issue; it is 
an issue of concern for all 
Americans. During · the years 
1942-46 some 77,000 Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese an-
ccstry and 43,000 Japanese na-
tio nals, most of whom we,e 
pcrmanent U.S, residents, were 
summarily deprived of liberty 
and property without criminal 
charges, and w.ithout trial of 
any kind. . , 

The governmental authority 
for this mass incarceration was 
based on Exesutive Order 9066, 
signed by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt on February 19, 
1942. Executive Order 9066 
broadly authorized any 
military commander to exclude 
any person from any area. The 
Presidential Order did not 
me ntion any specific group, 
nor did it provide for deten-
rion. However, · there was an 
understanding among high o f-
ficials that the authorization 
was to be used for the purpose 
nf removing and incarcerating 
!apanese Americans. 

There were 15 temporary 
concentration camps scattered . 
throughout Arizona, Califor-
nia, Oregon and Washington. 
l'hey were mostly county ' fair-· 
grounds, race tracks, and live-
stock exhibition halls hast ily 
converted into concentration 
camps with high barbed wire 
fcnces, some of which were elc-
tril,ed . With search 'lights and 
guard towers completing the 
;cene, each camp held nearly 
i,000 detainees. In several in-
-; ta nccs, living quarters con-
sisted of horse stalls, even with 
manure still inside. The incar-
,'.C ration of Japanese 
Americans was accornpli.shed 
•,fo;trict by district over a five 
, nonth period . The Govern-

!lent's actions encouraged 
1:·ivate harassment. For exam-

-~ A Cas<e ~orr.~~_dlire~_s, 
,5 h,_J.:J: 
pie, in one town outside the of-
ficial expulsion area, the entire 
Japanese American community 
was boycotted and forced to 
leavetown. 

While the Japanese 
Americans were incarcerated, 
and unknown to them at the 
time, some members of Con-

· 

· 

ment proposed through 
legislation or executive action' 
to strip all native-born , 
Americans of Japan·ese an-
cestry of their citizenship and 
deport them to Japan after the 
war. One member of Congrc;ss 
even propo~ed a mandatory 
steriiization program. Fortu-
nately nei ther of these extreme -
measures were taken. 

Regretfully, Judges, even·· 
Supreme Court Justices were 
not immune from the 
prejudices of the time, and the 
judicial system failed in its con-
stitutional responsib ility to 
protect citizens against abuses 
by the executive and legislative 
branches , 

In Hirabayashi and Yasaui 
vs. U.S. (320 us81, ll5), the 

ruled that a {-No1··011fy ·were .direct tosses commum Yh. aSre wor "cg .Supreme Court 
· · · · curfew may be imposed agamst sustamed, but long 1astmg 

one group of American citi- psychologica l da mages 
· . d' . d -.1zens based solely on an~estry; : resulted. Fam~ 1es lSlntegrate_ 

The Supreme Court Jusllf1ed under the pnson-type cond1-
various decisions of this nature tions, and individuals became 

· · · · - · · d d b · dby re,teratmg the false stereo-. d1son~nte an em lllere · 

. .. ' r:~ f,;,'°7?t.·- ~" 
farms and businesses left 1vtt~out due process:" 
behind were occupied by whites These·gra've injustices were 
unwilling to return the property · perpetrated in spite of the'fact 
to the rightful owners. _Homes that our government had in its 
were burned and dynamited, .-, possessiori proof that not one 

' and Japanese Americans were [-Japanese American, citizen oi 
targets of terrorist shootings. / not, had engagecl iii espionage, 
When news of the hostility! not <inc had committed any act 
would reach those still in the ' nf sabotage. -_ . 
camps, . they natur.ally ~ere,' This was a bleak period in 
reluctant to return to t,he~r '. :,the' history of ' American ' 
homes. • · ·, freedom. From -time to time 

Reconstruciing·lives w;,s not ·_'1h6re have' been ,·voices ·of 
easy, and for some it was Ioo fprotest• rliised against this 
late. Elderly pioneers lost most '. national shame:-A few isolated 
of what they worked • for all i voices. tried to. protest - some 
their lives , Property losses , i:lergymen, lome ·,scholars, 
alone were conservatively esti- ' ~onle members· of tlie govern-
mated by the Federal Reserve ment the N;itional Urban 
Ban1c in San Fr~ncisco to be Leag~e. The'.American Friends 
over 40~ million dollars based ' Service, NAACI', and the Na-
on 1941 figures. Congressap- tionalConferenceofChristians 
propriated partial restitution, , and Jews.. A· ~urprising number: 
but only 8 ½ per cent o f of military personnel who knew 
estimated property losses were the • Japanese Americans and 
compensated. Nothing was .understoocl the true situation 
done to compensate the _ but our nation ,v~s bent 
tremendous increase in land upon revenge. 
values. during the. war years, , Today the Japanese Ameri-
lost mcome, unnecessary can Citizens League (JACL) 
deaths, mental suffermgs and d h J AmericanI.loss of freedom." ,-. _ :'··- ._,an e -tpanese • I ·n 10 

' types about _Japanese Amen-
cans were mherently mo_re 
dangerous to national secunty 
than other people merelv 
because of their ancestry. Th~ · · · Court 1gnor~d the consu tu-
uonal. guarantees ot,_guc 
process and equal protecuon of . ·· .law, and violated the basic 
principle of American justice 
that guilt and punishment must 
be individual, i.e., the 
inalienable rights to life, liberty 
and pro perty cannot be 
deprived except up_on convic-
tion of an individual's own 
wrongdoing not the 
wrongdoing of others nor of a 
group. Justice Robert Jackson 
stated in dissent: "The Court 
for all time has . validated the 
principle of racial. discrimina-
tion jn criminal procedure.'' 

The Pacific war ended in 
August 1945, but the last mass 
detention camp did not clos" 
until October 1946 and the last 
special internment camp did 
not close until 1952. The return 
of Japanese Americans to their 
homes in California, Oregon 
and Washington was marked 
by vigilante violence and the 
agitation of pressure groups to 
keep out the Japanese Ameri-
cans permanently , Homes, 

• 

Most _i mportantly, Japanese 
Am~n cans suffered the m-
digmty of bemg 1mpnsoned by 
thetr own government. 

President Gerald R. Ford · · o d 9nr.6rescmded Execuuvc r er vv 
on February I~, 1976 - exactly 
34 years after its promulgat10n . h kand stated: "An onest rec. on-
ing must include a recognition 
of our national mistakes as well 
as Our national achievements. 
Learning from our mistakes .is 
not pleasant, but as a great 
philosopber once admonished, 
we must do so if we want to 
avoid repeating them." 

When interviewed about 
rest.itution, Harold Onishi 
Counselor at Wash ington-
Monroe High School stated, 
" It is an issue that has been a 
long time in coming. Our owh 
government has perpetrat!'(I a 
wrong, that is, incarcerating its 
own citizens into assemhly cen-
ters and relocation ccnteTs, 

overturn t e upreme out1 
1. r d th . ass 

,cases wuc,t1 1egfa 1Ze , -0b'.;1se.d 
mtcrnmen o peop,c n race. · 

1 1 so; YO N · L AdvisorIf egghy l'ag~f•. egNa th es·t 
or I e ac, 1c or wDistrict ·c~uncil of JACL ex-

sed ~"JACL wants public 
pr~nO\;ied ement of an 
'.!."m rican e! rience that has 

e pe d th 
been sw~pt u~ er f e rugy,
Redress · 1s an issue or ever that wants to rotect 
_pers~emocratic roce~, and 
oulr - b . thp A r,·ca w 10 e11eves aI med f . d' 'd al d civil 
stan s_ or m ,v, t danb the 

. n ghts_ as_ gu~ran ee y .. 
1 ConSlttution. '· 
' The -3½ years that ~apanese 
Americans spent in concen, 
tration camps cannot be given· 
back to them. Their millions of 
·dollars of lost property cannot 
be restored. Indeed people 
know that there is no adequate 
compensation for the injustice 
and suffering which has oc-
curred. But as Justice Gold-
berg has stated, ''money is the 
demonstration of the injustice 
done. It is better than a paper 
resolution.'' 

Rest itution does not put a 
price tag on freedom or justlCe. 
According to the Japanese 
American Citizens League the 
main purpose of redress is to 
obtain government recogni~ 
tion of an historic injustice and 
insure that it will not be repeat-
ed for any other American. 



The Memory of 
One Hundred Twenty Thousand Three Hundred and Thirteen 

persons of Japanese Ancestry 
request the pleasure of your company 

for 

A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
Remember the Concentration Camps 

Stand for Redress 
with your family 

on 
Saturday, the seventeenth of February 

nineteen hundred and seventy- nine 
Registration at twelve-thirty o'clock 

Multnomah County Exposition Center 
West Hall 

2060 North Marine Drive 
Portland, Oregon 
Plaque Dedication 

Program 
two o'clock in the afternoon 

Speakers, exhibits, entertainment 
Community dinner at five o'clock 

R.S.V.P. 
(503) 223-2454 COME AS YOU ARE 
9:00 - 3:00 P.M. COME WITH YOUR FAMILY 
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Thank you for your recent correspondence which 
has come to my attention. 

You will be· hearing in detail from me shortly, 
but I wanted you to know immecliae~ly that your 
communication has been received. ·> 

Kind regards. 

Sincerely, 

Mark O. Hatfield 
United States Senator 



"'A9HINO loH. b.C. Ml• 
-••cllll liU!lltff!l9 

)~______/ 
u.s.s. 

Hr. James R. Sitzman 
Corbett Buil<ling Rm 312lR?~Fsll!~~ 
430 SW Morrison Street 
Portland, OR 97204HUMAN RELATIONS COMMS. 
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; ', I r .. . 
Tlw ~i.:-~,·of:o lir..,rn Hun1a11 R~; l;1ti ;.1ns C, ,; 1i ~. -- -- ,1 : ,: rite ::, in support of Senate 
Gill IC', / , tho bill tl:ot 1-,.:.:c tdd in f c1 n : 1·.1 . f :, -, i cd;l 1.,ur,lic of the true 
fact •,; er :~.<,;cutive OrJt?.r ')Of,(:. ;_rnd i •:, ; , ·:· '.. 0 n c. ivilians. It ;sour 
und c: ( •:;· ; ,ndi;1:1 th.-it Senators Dc1,-1i c l lr1,1~1 ·.,, '.'p;,:I~ :·btsunaga, S.!. 
H,1',' i1k.1 i ,·a_. ,'\ l an C,- ;ins ton·, Frank Ch:1 ;-,:-~1, .:11;d _: ,_, :1 : .! ~- 1'1.-:·.Clure have sponsored 
t:h, , :,i ! i. \·!c- c1rc ~1rcatly cnc.ourc~1~:c! ;''.· f"h; ,, i: l in\Jn,~ss of these Senators 
to Li ri P.1 tlii~·. 1H.-:itter to tl1t.' r :.ibli c.. 

It has l>cen nearly forty years since EO '.)Gt'.:, ( , , ,us institJ1ted; and yet, :_>:,·.·,',:.;_:.•·,_:, ·•.··'-l.'? 
the ,_1cr, c~ ral public rs unaware of its in1p,1C.t 011 /\111eriCc)O•·cfvilians and ;, -. 

res idl~nt a Ii ens_. _ ~h~c U~e ;, is l on~ over:J•.,c. ,5,;i,},~t':. . ,.,;,';:''t)i .:~•t:'.,j~.i:t.i1il 
The M8tropolitan Human R~Jations Com1:1issi0n ,.::nwurages ··you- to join with·q~~e.r ·'?,;:' tWi:fh 0, 

Senutor and add your name to the list of :;r,:msors. Y~u -~J ll be doing o~r,){ .; )}:_:}~:~:!\~ 
country a qreat servi·ce ;>y ·shar{ng Hi th thc:rn the prec•ous- nature of ·our ·' •. · • · .- · ·c· ~ · ~" 
democracy .::ind _the fragile nature of ,,ur fre ,·.1om. 

Please add your name to the "Commi:,siur, c,r; 1.i,1 rtirr:e P.,'!location and Internment 
of Civilic:ins ,'\ct. 11 The 1-\HRC av;c:iit '.·, your re p l y . 

Sinccrciy , 

James R. '.;; tzman 
Chairm.:in 



HENRY M. JACKSON, W ' SH., CHAIRMAN 

FRANK CHURCH, IDAHO MARK O. HATFIELD, OREG. 
J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LA. JAMES A. MC CLURE, IDAHO 
DALE BUMPERS, ARK. LOWELL P. WEICKER, JR. , CONN. 
WENDELL H. FORD, KY. PETE V. OOMENICI, N. MEX. 
JOHN A. DURKIN, N,H. TED STEVENS, ALASKA 
HOWARD M. METZENBAUM, OHIO HENRY BELLMON, OKLA. 
SPARK M. MATSUNAGA, HAWAII MALCOLM WALLOP, WYO, 
JOHN MELCHER, MONT, 
PAUL E. TSONGAS, MASS. COMMITTEE ON 
BILL BRADLEY, N.J. ENERGY ANO NATURAL RESOURCES 

DANIEL A. DREYFUS, STAFF DIRECTOR WASHINGTON, O.C. 20510 
D. MICHAEL HARVEY, CHIEF COUNSEL 

STEVEN G. HICKOK, STAFF DIRECTOR FOR THE MINORITY 

April 1, 1980 

Mr. James R. Sitzman 
Chairman 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 s.w. Morrison Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Mr. Sitzman: 

Thank you very much for your recent letter indicating the support 
of the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission for s. 1647, a bill 
dealing with the past implementation of Executive Order 9066. I, 
of course, appreciated knowing of the Commission's support for this 
legislation. 

I am sympathetic to the intent of this bill, but feel a detailed 
analysis of its impact is needed prior to lending it my full support. 
You may be certain that the Commission's support of this legislation 
is an important factor in my consideration of this legislation. 
Please know that I will have your thoughts in mind as the Senate 
continues to consider it. 

Thanks again for taking the time to write. 

Kindest regards. 

Mark O. Hatfield 
United States Senator 

MOH: jrj 



July 25, 19!AO 

Mr. Barnett: 

fhis bill has been passed by x both houses but 

House made some minor amendments . Therefore, it must 

go back to A Senate agqin, but is expected to pass easily. 

:c
Debby Abe C: 

3: 
Oregon Journal >z 

::0 c:@'" .~friq}
c5 t::=f:z 
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' Multnomah County • City of Portland 

February 21, 1980 

~U!lEO\\JE ID)The Honorable Bob Packwood 
United States Senate F:J f:: 1 i9801317 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

f/lfflOPOUiAN am CGhllSIOII
Dear Senator Packwood: 

The Metropolit~n Human Relations Commission writes in support of Senate 
Bill 1647, the bill that would inform the American public of the true 
facts of Executive Order 9066 and its impact on c ivilians. It is- our 
understanding that Senators Daniel Inouye , Spa;·k Matsunaga, S.I. 
Hayakaiwa, Alan Cranston~ Frank Church, and James McClure have sponsored 
the bill. We are greatly encouraged by the willingness of these Senators 
to bring this matter to the public. 

It has been nearly forty years since EO 9066 was instituted; and yet, 
the general public is unaware of its impact on American civilians and 
resident aliens. The time is long overdue. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission encourages you to join with other 
Senator and add your name to the list of sponsors. You will be doing our 
country a great service by sharing with them the precious nature of our 
democracy and the fragile nature of our freedom . 

Please add your name to the "Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
of Civilians Act. 11 The MHRC awaits your reply. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Sitzman 
Chairman 

JRS:LR:vn 

"to 
~J:l_ 0 -P ~J:-~ 

Corbe~t Building , Room 31 2 
430 S.W Morr ison Street 

Portland, Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 

- ·-. 
.. " •·•:..~~· 
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-~ Do2-or1 o o,,_~Ail jh6 9 /.U.,<J n·o n s ,.,,)
7),r, Geo'j e. /./(),.l'0,... /
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(1) Api,romnat.ely one hundred aud twenty thou-I \ 

s .! 

96TH CONORESS j 
l8T 8HIUON 647• 

To eal&hl,ah a Commi11ioo ID gatl,er facu w d~t.trm, .. .. t,i:L, r .rit • ,: i- .. ,. .,' 
commi1Led agau111 UloH An1t·1,1 LU , 11u11u aud l"'''"a .... nl ,r, ,I , ti , 
a.ffeclAICI by l'IJlCUlne Oidu Ni.mb6r"'1 Utltll i t.nd f•1 ,!!•~• pJ<l>C·•· 1, 

--·--- - - -·- •· .1', 
1~ 

IN TlIB S1'.:NATB 01" 'l'!U: UNlTl-.lJ :-,tAll;-, 11 

.AUOUIIT 0<'gtal.&ti~e day, Julfi ,!.!~1, IU11J 
IIJ

Kr. boun (for hi.maell, Mr. )t!AT11uli,' Kr . II.A~4KAWA Ur ('MANHn, ,.,4, 
Kr. Ml-'CLUIIK, and. Kr. Cuua(;UI .·,• -~~ced Uul follo"'mg b,ll , wh,rh .,u Iil'Mll &1'\00 and R!erred IO I.he Co · · ·11e (Jo,ertUJ1e111al Allam~: 

I~ 

..;,\~ ·;it· 
:Ir ' ..' ,_: '. 

A BILL ~-.~ :: 
To establish a Commillsion t.o gather t411 to d1•tfl1n111e wl,1 IIH'r I~... I f, 

any wrong was co1nmi&ted agliin11t; b1 ,Jk~ A111nu·1H1 1111L1·11~ / lp,\t l11• ,. , . I 
and penwu1cnl rtl!iideul alitiwi J81fectetJ' by ~.h:I UllVtl 011! ,·r I I 
Numbered 0060, &nd for olher,purlHJIIUii 

1·, 

1 Be ii e11uci1J Ly the i,y.. ,wt,i·~ ,... 1, 
1 ·r I 

2 ti1>t.a of the l!lll!, l 8/,,1,lr.1 v/ J mt·;,,\ , 

s bUUlil 1' ·rv'. Lili ,.• 
4 SKCTION 1. This Act may1bti do.4,j llll Li lt' ' l 11 ,11 1i11 ,J 

1\' ll I'5 on Wartime Relocation &q·1~Uttui1en& of C1V1ha,1a At l 
. f~'.·1 ltlfll'""~ 

~J 
6 l'J.ND 8 ... IJ,N.O '• I,; ,t'\.'~;fil ~ 1· · m· ~.1 ;J 24 
7 Sac. 2. (a) The Congre•~· 

1~Hi-~n\ 25 
,'I' 

s!Llld civiliiu111 \\ern relocated and dtlta.ined in int.ern-

111rnL cau111,s I utBUAUt to ExacuLive Order Numbered 

tiut,6, tL.wJ Ft'l>ru&ry rn, 1942, and other u110Ciuad 

"' l:1 of llw I ,·,lora! Oo\erwneut, a.nd 

1.:1u1111. ,, ... y 11:w Liii, m&tl.tlr h.u bet,n llUl.dt,. 

\ht h Ill 11w ~"1: lJtlbtl of thtJ Ac& w uLaLl.iiili a fact.fiwiini 

t'u11111i1tltl11111 lo 111'1• ru11110 wht1t.luir a wrong wu commiu.ed 

11gu.i11:Jt llw~l A1111·rn.:1U1 nllicud a.nd ptiruwwut rellicl&u 

tJ1t>m reloc11tcJ a.ud / or wlA.,rntid u a ro11ult of Exocutive 

Ont ·r Nu111l1t·rrJ ~llti6 aud 01.hor ILlhlOC~ act, of the Fed-

eral l.HJvemn,cut. 1U1J w recommend a.1111ropri&te remediea. 

~t!TAlH.HH(M.11:NT 01' C.:OWM.ltil:IION 

::iu; !J (11) Them ui e11L&bW1hed the ColllJlll.ll&ioo Oil 

W11n1111tl llcluc1il11111 and lnlcnunt!nl of Civili.&wa (herein&rter 

Jt•ft•fTl'J to IUi tlao " (~OllllJ.UdlllUU" ) . ..,..,-~~-- ' 

11,1 Tlw t ',111,111111100 11 11l11Jl L., u11111~~ of~ mem- . 

Iii•~ , , , d ,ii I ttl'l•ollltt•tl 1U1 (ollowe·"----
-._..__ ---

ii i111 ft 1, :i If , 11J'p•1111u•d by the 

1 !1 

f ,,o 11 11 11,L, .l ui Liu. tluUbC uf llevroijtlllLll.tiVel 

1,. u\1,,t,111l, tl by lhti S111. 11.ler of the HoU88 of 

Rtipreec11tatives. 

, (3) Two Kemben of &be Seaa&e ahall be appoia&N 
by the Pre11ident pro tempore of &he~-

• ' t 
I~ •1, I , •;• '1 ' 

• , ' I 'I '1 ..vt~\{.i~l' 
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s 
(c) The term of office for mf'mh~•, 11h11.11 be for thf' ltfo of1 

2 the Commiuion. A vac&ncy in the l 'nmm1~s1on shall 111,t 

S affect it.a power11, 1.1.~·' ;ha.II be fil lt>d m tht-1 ~am. 111&11;.. 11 

-4 which the origina.l appn rn tment \I ilS mr.,fr 

(d) Th:'\ first meeting of the ( ,un1H11:.;c ,11 ~h11ll t, 1· , .• ii, ,l6 
6 by t..\e Pr~eirlent -w1!l11n ~,r.tJ Ja~·s fu l!111A-inic Lh, • ilt1II' .,f t'i• 

7 a.ctmor.t of tlus Art. 

8 (e) Eight members of the Couumssu,11 s_l:atl co11 ~11 tutc 11. 

9 quorum, but a lesser number may bold he&ri1t,r.,, 

10 (0 The Commi8sion 11b&ll c '. t·•:t . ~h~an and Vire 

II Chairman from among ill m'"llrn. Th• lenn of offi,•e of 

12 each ,hall be for thf! life of the ~ .cni11ei_f.r.. 

1S (g) Eo.ch member of the Commis~-~~n who i.11 not other-

J.t wise employed by the Ualt.ed Stat.es 'ijovtrnment sha.U re-
ti I'• . 

15 oeive compensation at a rate eljua.l to the daily rate vre-
I 

16 1m"bed for 0S-18 under the Oe1'~raJ ~fheduJe contained in 

17 aection 5332 of title 5, Uruted; StaitN~Atle,1including tr&vt-1• 
I 

18 time, for each day he or she b engaged in thti artual J)f'rfonn-

19 ance of hie or her duties u a member of the C'ommi11 ~ion A 
' 

20 memt-~r of the Comn11Hsion "'4is o.t,'•i1ru ,r c,r "ml,l") ' 1· ., f 

21 the United Stat.f's Oovt>m flll'nt 111.Rll 111·rH' w1tho11l ad,1 11 , ,11111 

22 compen~ation. All nw mher11 of tl1e •;Jrnmis111on 11 h1tll hr ft'lill 

23 huned for travel, 11ubsistence, and ot 111lti*~ssary e1pti 1111tis 

24 mcu,rod by them in the porl;ii: dutie, 

,1r, 
H-tlj ' 

1 .. 
. -~l'.1{1!11 

-....--.. l1t!i:1~, ,~ · 

DUTrn8 oi:· TRB COID088IONt 

2 SE~. 4. (a) It shall be the duty of the CommiHion to 

3 gather facts lo dt>lenrune whether a wrong wu committed 

4 "~t..,i,1,i tlt, ,,ti Amai1 M citizens and permanent resident 

I,, n., lo\lio v.td.l eul,;el'li,l Lo reloca.tion a.nJ/or internment by 

0 U,t1 1ssus111 t of Eu.cut:ve Order Numberiju 9066 and ot.Ler 

,I 

H 
, ..7 11., J;(111ttJ ..... Is 11f tho t'!•J(Jra.l Oovemuumt. 

,..... 

11 (Li l't e ( \ 1.1m.1s,MO 11111111 h,,ld pulilw heMingti iu l..()8 ·,\. \J An~tileB, San 1''rruidst:o, a.nd Fre1mo, California; Portland. \ 

~0 'ld. Ort·gon; Seallle, Wa11l,ingtoo; Phoenix, Arizona; Salt We 

\~ \ \ · 1 Coty, {Ital,, 1>,nvor, Colorado; Chicago, Dlinoi>; New York, ) 

llf·dn ( .. New York; Washington, n .C.; and any other city that the 

~\ (.,., 13 ( 'nmmiHsion de('lllll DC('OIIRIU'Y and proper. 

(, \ .J. 14 (d Thu ( 'ommiaeitrn ahall 11uhm.it a written report of 

'~ 0 15 findmgs b.,d recommendation11 to Conp eH not later t.._ · 
1'5' 'J..&, J 

1tl t,ghte°"' 111u1llhJ alter tl1e date of the rnactment of tbi, AcL 

17 POWERS OF TRB COMM18810N 

l>i l4EI' 5 la) The Commission or, on tl1e authorization of 

Ht th~ I 01111111~~, 1 " any auhcommitlee or member thereof, may, 

~• 1 f11r u.,, rt .ti uf ca;,ying out the provisions of this Act, 

• 1 111 ,: l 111 h h~ar .n,.;£1 au,I sit and act at such Limes and places, 

.':! 111,11 rl' ~uest the attmul1tn('6 and testimony of such witneu"'• 

~:J and the prod11~tiun of such books, records , corre11pondence, 

~4 memorandum, papen, and documents u the Comm.iuion or 
25 11uch subcommittee or member may deem advisable. 

I' • 
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1 (b) The Commission may acqwre dirncl.ly from the bead 

2 of any deputment, agency, iudependcnl inst.rumcuuuity , or 

8 o&her authority of the executive branch of the Oovernmcut, 

4 available iofonn&tion which the Cowmissiou considers u11dul 

. 6 in the discharge of ii.II duties. All dcpiulJut:ulli, agcnc&P!i, o.ud 

8 independent inaLrument.alitiee, or other authunties of LLti v.1-

'l ecul.ive branch of Lhe OovetUllltut 11 htill tuuJM:rate with LL1i 

8 Commiaaion and furwiJi &lJ ·iwurtuAtiou reliuctited llw 

8 Commiaaion Lo the extent pcnuitted by law. 

1.0 A.Dl41NIH1 UATIVK l'&OVIBIUNli 

f,1 Ssc. 6. The CollWllilsion iB authorized -1.0-+ 
I 

1: 2 (1) appoint a.ud fi1 the trmaati~o of euch per-

!S eonnel u may be necceauy, without regard t.o LLc pro-

14 'viBion.a of tiLle 6, United St&te11 \J~, governm .. ap-
ilt .. .., 

]~ poini.:nenta in the competitiv~ ,aemce, and wiLlioul 

i6 regard to the provuionJ of chapter ~1 Wld 11ulJ<:bJlpwr 
' 17 Ill of chapLer 53 of such t.iLle cla111,ificatJon 

t8 ·and General Sch6<lule pay rate11; l 

19 (2) obl&in the services of ~.1peru and consuh.a.uts 

/0 in acconLwce with t1e pr~&iontJ {1 lltllllllll 311)!1 of 

l l Lille 5, Unit.od tiLlitcli Cv.11.1 1 : ,f 

!2 (3) enter wt.o ti.irctimeul11 wac.h Uiti OcuniJ ~t:rv 

:3 ices Adminuil.ration for vrocureru~,~I of Ut:t:Ctibllf.)' fiiurn . 

I1' • 
cial &Dd 

,5 ah&ll be 

11!'/Lt,-._,, 

• • . I· . . 
admini,11,a•,e '""'."'1\'• A

·1· 
w cb paymcul

· 11-lhi 
made l,y reimbur,.t. , m fund.a of &het• t ~t ,• \ I .. , I . ' 

;. I 
I 

(l,·-',,, I 1,, . 
' • b M , 

1 

2 

3 

4 

:, 
6 

7 

b 

u 
1U 

11 

12 

J!J 

14 

J5 

16 

17 

18 

19 

:.!O 

~l 

:.!.! 

:.!J 

6 ,.. ' 
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Conuniuion in such 1U11ounta u may be agreed upon 

by the Cluurm&n and the Adminilltrat.or of General 

Services; 

(4) i,rm.ure s..Vi,lwa, stirvicoa, and »ropt:rly, and 

ill'.t •• e wul11M,l11 w1Ll10 11 t rrga.rd t.o Liu, l~w• and proce-

JunH lil•Pl1rnt,lt1 to Ftiderai &gcucitB, Lnd 

{JJ ll.U!I iuw Cul''..r&.:LB MLh lt'oo.aul c,r S:w 

u&t<lJt,cii , vn\ 1nu hlfi.s, llill t1Lutivw, and &itincie1 for 

the cvuJud of reeva.rch or 11urvey1, the preparktion of 

rnport11, ~nd otlu,r activauea neccJ~uy to tho .liiw:h&rie 

of il.i duties. 

Bll:l'OUT ANU 1'KJUUJ..4 TlON 

t,Ku. 1. (a) 'lho Voull.lllilnun Bhall, wiLhin eighteen 

moullu, from tLo daw of 01UU!Lment of llu.a Act,·--tnuumi1 a 

final rnport lo tho Pru!iidont and the Cougreu CODcerlWli i&a -- - --- _.._____, 
actioUB and iL11 findu1g11 and rvcommendatioDJ. 

(b) The Commi111:11ou shall ccue t.o ewt on the d&te &ix 

months 4°.Qm L.bo 1l1tl4' iL..uusroilM ~ho finaLroport unlo&1 u.-

L6udc:d_hy .&. auhs1:i1w •;1 A;;t of Qpnifl'e81. 

AtrT lh llill.tTION 01' Al'PIWPBLA'fljNiJ 

!'-1-t . i; 1'hcrn 1116 authunwJ to ht, avpropriated t, :~ 

sum& a, , ; be nvu·811a.ry lo carry vu, the proviaiou ol th.i, 

Act. .. 

. . :. ~.~!: 
.. ·. ~,-.:.~.' 
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A Broken Promise: 

Educational Workshop 

9:00-9:30 AM Registration 

9:30-9:35 AM Opening Remarks 
Mrs. Miyuki Yasui - Co-President Portland 
Chapter JACL 
Mr. Sho Dozono 
Program Co-Chair Person 

9:35-9:55 AM Brief history and background of 
Japanese Americans in Oregon 
Speaker: Ms. Peggy Nagae 

9:55-10:15 AM Film: "Pride & Shame" 

10:15-10:30 AM Coffee Break 

10:30-11:15 AM Speaker: Professor Gordon Hirabayashi 
Hirabayashi us. United States 
Chairman of the Department of Sociology, 
University of Alberta, Canada 

11:15 AM-12:00 N Speaker: Dr. James K. Tsujimura 
National JACL President 

12:00-1:30 PM Lunch - Stamm Dining Room 

Speaker: Congressman Norman Mineta 
U.S. Representative from California 
Co-sponsor HR 5499 - Commission on the 
War-Time Relocation and internment of Civilians 

1:30-1:45 PM Break 

1:45-2:00 PM Speaker: Mr. Minoru Yasui 
National JACL Redress Committee Chair 

2:00-3:15 PM Panel Discussion 
Moderator: Dr. George Hara 
Panelists: Professor Gordon Hirabayashi 

Dr. James K. Tsujimura 
Congressman Norman Mineta 
Dr. Arthur Flemming 
Mrs. Susie Sakai 
Mr. Minoru Yasui 

3:15-4:00 PM Speaker: Dr. Arthur Flemming 
Chairman: United States Commission of 
Civil Rights 
Commissioner: "Commission on the War-Time 
Relocation and Internment of Civilians" 

4:00- Closing Remarks - Dr. Homer Yasui -
Co-President Portland Chapter JACL 

Reception Fallowing 

March 14, 1981 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Lewis & Clark College
Templeton Hall 

• 
Californ ia Historica l Society, Execuliue O,.ter 9066 

Clem Albers WRA, Los Angeles. California. April. 1942 

Sponsored by Portland Chapter - Japanese American Citizens League 
Funded by The National Committee on the Self Development of People 



QUESTI0NAIREA BROKEN PROMISE A CASE FDR REDFESS(OPTIONAL) 

This questionaire asks some basic questions that are part of an 
expression of being Japanese in America. The experience of Nikkei from 
VJW II to the present is important to lIDderstand. The Case for Redress is 
one that directly affects Nikkei, but is relevant to the civil and human 
rights of all individuals and organizations in this colfiltry . In short, it 
is a case for dermcracy and equal justice. 

1. What if any military necessity existed in VJW II to cause the imprisornnent 
of Nikkei? 

2. What percentage of Nikkei incarcerated were American citizens? 

3. When did Issei(first generation Japanese) gain the legal right to become 
naturalized citizens? 

4. :CO you feel the camps were concentration camps? 

5 . Were Nikkei permitted to leave the camp site at any time? 

6. What rights were denied Nikkei during VJW II? 

7. What is the definition of Redress? 
a. an apology 
b. compensation 
C. plIDishrnent 
d. education 

8. What form should Redress take? 

9. Should any of the following be compensated; 
a. ThosP. who died as a direct result of the incarceration? 
b. Those who suffered severe mental illness as a result of their incar~ 

ceration? 
c. Those who suffered severe ermtional distress as a result of their 

incarceration? 
d . Those who had their property confiscated without fair compensation? 

10. What effect, if any, should the present economical position of Japanese 
Americans have on Redress? 

(11. Has the camp experience affected the children of the Nikkei who were 
incarcerated? 

12. Did you learn about the history of Nikkei in school? 

13. What have your children learned about VJW II and the Nikkei experience? 

14. Why after 39 years ib'Redress and issue? 

15 . :CO you feel what happened to Nikkei during VJW II could be repeated 
again to Nikkei or any other ~oup of people in the United States? 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

D Mr. & Mrs. D Mr. D Mrs.  

Last Name First Middle 

Spouse First Name Middle 

Business/Organization (Corporate Members Only) 

Address 

City State Zip 

Telephone: Home Business 

Occupation Soc. Sec. # (optiona l) 

Check one: D under 25 D 25-35 D 35-45 D 45-55 D over 55 

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP 
(Per Individual) 
D New/Renewal : 

S22.25+Chapter & District dues' 
D Family (Husband & Wife): 

S39.50 +Chapter & District dues · 
D Student (College): $10.00 
D Youth: $2.50 

NATIONAL DUES: ________ 

CHAPTER DUES: ________ 

TOTAL DUES:_________ 

•LOCAL CHAPTER & DISTRICT DUES VARY. 
Please contact your nearest local chapter or 
regiona l offices for rates. 

1000 CLUB MEMBERSHIP' ' 

D Individual-New/Renewal 
D Fifty ($50) 
D Century ($100) 

D Corporate-New/Renewal 
D Silver ($250) 
D Gold ($500) 
D Diamond ($1000) 

D Conversion to 1000 Club from 
Regular Membership ($50) 

NOTE : All 1000 Club contributions are ta x 
deductible. 

··All 1000 Club Memberships should be sent 
directly to JACL National Headquarters. 

11/1980 



AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
PAC IFI C NORTHWEST REGIONA L OFFICE 
814 N.E. 40TH STREET, SEATTLE , WASHINGTON 98105 • 

( 206) 632-0500 
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AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGIONAL OFFICE 

814 N.E. 40TH STREET. SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 98105 • TELEPHONE: (206) 632-0500 

JIM HAUSER 
CHAIRPERSON ®WARREN A. WITTE August 5, 1981 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY -~CIIV£D'-J\us7 1911 

Greg Gudger HUMANRELATIONS COMMS.-
Metropolitan Human Rights Commission 
430 S.W. Morrison 
Room 312 
Portl.and, OR 97204 

Dear Greg, 

As I mentioned by telephone, AFSC has strongly endorsed Japanese 
American redress and is working with the Oregon Nikkei Coalition for 
Redress in Portland to solicit oral and written testimonies from r , . 

organizations who also support redress. The testimonies are for the 
September 9, 10, and 11 hearings to be held in Seattle by the Commission 
on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians. I would like to thank 
you on behalf of AFSC and the Oregon Nikkei Coalition for Redress 
for the MHRC's willingness to consider submitting written and oral 
testimony to the Commission. 

The Commission sent us the following information regarding oral 
testimony: 1) Each organization will have approximately eight minutes 
to present testimony; 2) The enclosed summary sheet and a signed and 
dated copy of the full, written testimony will be required from each 
witness (individuals submitting written testimony need not filL out a 
summary sheet); and 3) The Commissioners strongly prefer that witnesses 
not read from their prepared testimony but instead speak from the heart. 

Written testimony should be as concise and specific as possible, 
typed, and double-spaced. It must be signed and dated, with the name 
of the witness typed below the signature. 

Please contact Joyce Cawthorne of the Oregon Nikkei Coalition for 
Redress at 284-1908 or me at 206-632-0500 in Seattle if you have any 
questions about redress or about the hearing and testimony requirements. 
I have enclosed background information on the internment, redress, and 
the Commission. Thanks again. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Narasaki 
Associate Executive Secretary 

gs 
Enclosures 
cc: Joyce Cawthorne -· 

PORTLA"ND AREA PROGRAM OFFICE: 1817 N.E. 17th AVE ., PORTLAND , OREGON 97212 • (503) 287-6605 
NATIONAL OFFICE: 1501 CHERRY STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 19102 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER 
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Multnomah County • City of Portland 

September 25, 1981 

U. S. Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians 

New Executive Office Building 
726 Jackson Place, N. W. 
Suite 2020 
Seattle, Washington 20506 

Dear Commission Members: 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission endorses the mandate 
of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians 
for there is much to be learned in documenting the facts of the 
imprisonment of Americans of Japanese ancestry and Aleuts. 
Indeed, many American fami I ies were unaware of the forced reloca-
tion of 120,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry and 800 Alaskan 
Aleuts to internment camps from 1942 to 1945. Surely, by giving 
the residents of those camps the opportunity to testify, the Commis-
sion on Wartime Relocation can avow to the American public the 
misery and hardships forced on thousands of innocent Americans 
and Aleuts. Equally important, by documenting the internment 
experiences of these Americans of Japanese ancestry and Aleuts, 
the Commission can give substantive recognition to the broad 
injustices and determine a just compensation for the lost incomes, 
businesses, properties, pensions; the delays in educations, the 
unnecessary deaths, mental sufferings, and the three and one-
half years in which these Americans and Alaskans were denied 
freedoms guaranteed by the U. S. Constitution. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission encourages you to 
recommend monetary comp en sat ion to correct these i nj ust ices. 
Without monetary redress, the apology to the Americans and Aleuts 
for false imprisonment and racial guilt inveighed upon them will 
be meaningless. 

Sincerely, 

Armando Laguardia 
Chairperson 

AL:gp 

Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland, Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 



COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION 
AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS 0 
726 JACKSON PLACE, N .W. D SUITE 2020 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 202 /395-7390 

October 6, 1981 

Mr. Armando Laguardia, Chairperson 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
Corbett Building - Room 312 
430 s.w. Morrison Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Mr. Laguardia: 

Thank 
Relocation 

you 
and 

for writing 
Internment 

to the Commis
of Civilians. 

sion 
We 

on Wartime 
appreciate 

heing made aware of the support resolution passed by the 
members of the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission. 

The Commission was called into existence to examine 
the facts and circumstances surrounding the Executive 
Order 9066 and the military directives which required the 
evacuation and internment of the Aleuts and persons of 
Japanese ancestry. When the Commission concludes its 
investigation in 1982, it will present its report to 
Congress. The report will contain not only the findings 
of the Commission but its suggestions for appropriate 
remedies. 

Again thank you for taking the time and trouble to 
apprise us of your resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Angu Macbeth 
Special Counsel 

AM/tmm 

l 
I 



RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Congress of the United States has passed and the 
President has signed Public Law 96-317 establishing a commission to 
study the evacuation from the West Coast of over 120,000 persons of 
Japanese ancestry, many of whom were citizens of the United States, 
and some 1,000 Aleut civilians and permanent residents of the Aleutian 
and Pribilof Islands, following the issuance of Executive Order 9066 
on February 19, 1942; and 

WHEREAS, there was not a formal charge of wrongdoing or 
disloyalty lodged against any such persons; and 

WHEREAS, the actions taken pursuant to Executive Order 9066 
did in fact deny such persons of many constitutional rights including 
the loss of property and individual liberty without benefit of a 
hearing or trial; and 

WHEREAS, the actions taken pursuant to Executive Order 9066 
also disrupted many careers and families and further resulted in 
psychological and emotional trauma to innocent victims imprisoned in 
concentration camps for up to three and one-half years; and 

WHEREAS, Japanese American men volunteered from within barbed 
wire concentration camps to join the 442nd Regimental Infantry Combat 
Team and demonstrated exemplary heroism, courage, and patriotic 
loyalty as evidenced by the fact that the 442nd Regimental Infantry Combat 
Team became the most highly decorated unit in the history of the United 
States Armed Services for its size and length of service, with a 
disproportionately high casualty rate; and 

WHEREAS, other Japamese Americans, after graduating from the 
Military Intelligence Service Language School, served the United States 
in the Pacific Asian theatre against the armed forces of Japan. Such 
actions were reputed to result in the shortening of the Pacific war by 
several years, the preservation of many American lives, and the saving 
of millions of dollars of war material; and 

WHEREAS, some 6,000 persons of Japanese ancestry chose to 
return to Oregon following release from the concentration camps and 
reestablish their lives as law abiding and contributing persons; and 

WHEREAS some forty years have passed without official and 
definitive inquiry into the evacuation and imprisonment of Japanese 
Americans by the United States Government; and 

WHEREAS, the defense of the rights granted in the constitution 
of the United States and the general principles of democracy guaranteed 
to all citizens of the United States is a matter of major concern to the 
members of the Oregon Region of the National Conference of Christians and 
Jews; 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Oregon Region of the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews supports and commends the 
Co~mission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians for its 
official investigation of the events leading up to the issuance of 
Executive Order 9066 and its consequences upon American citizens and 
permanent legal residents of Japanese ancestry; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Oregon Region of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews urges definitive action by the Congress 
of the United States pursuant to, and after submission of, the final 
report, to take appropriate action to prevent the recurrence of this 
kind of racial injustice in our country; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to members of the United States Congress and the President 
of the United States as well as Ms. Joan Bernstein, the chairperson of · 
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Inter~ment of Civilians. 

Oregon Region- National Conference 
of Christians and Jews 

Dated: July 9, 1981 

By 
Presiding Co-Chairman 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

Sep tember 25, 198 1 

U. S. Co mmi ssion o n War ti me Reloca ti on 
and Internmen t of Civili ans 

New Executive Office Bui ldinq 
726 Jack son Place, N. W. 
Suite 2020 
Sea ttl e , Washington 20506 

Dear Commission Members: 

The Metropolitan Hum a n Re I a I i ons Comm iss ion endorses th e mandate 
of the Commission on Wartime Re l oca ti on and Internment of C i vilians 
for there is much to be l ea rned in documen ting the facts of the 
imprisonment of Amer ic an s of Japanese ancestry and Aleuts. 
Indeed, man y American fami I ies were unawa r e of the forced reloca-
tion of 120,000 Amer icans of Japanese ances tr y and 800 Alask an 
Aleuts to internment camp s from 1942 to 1945. Sure I y, by giving 
the residents of those ca mp s the o pportunity t o testify, the Commis-
sion on Wartime Relocation can avow to the American pub I ic the 
misery and hardships forced on thou sa nds of innocent Americans 
and Aleuts. Equally important, by documenting the internment 
experiences of these Americans of Japanese ancestry and Aleuts, 
the Commission can give substantive recognition to the broad 
injustices and determi p e a just comg ensation for the lost in~ mes, 
businesses, properties, pensions; the delays in educations, the 
unnecessary deaths, men ta I sufferings, and the three and one-
half years in which ;. these Americans and Alaskans were denied 
freedoms guaranteed by the U. S. Constitution. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission encourages you to 
recommend monetary compensation to correct these injustices. 
Without monetary redress, the apology to the Americans and Aleuts 
for false imprisonment and racial guilt inveighed upon them will 
be meaningless. 

Sincerely, 

Armando Laguardia 
Chairperson 



COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION 
AND INTERNMENT OF CI\/ILIANS 0 
726 .Ji\ l:K ' j(iN · '! /\ C l: N .,N :C:0 ''i 06 2 02 ,395- 73 9 0 

Mr. Armando Lag uard i a , Chai r pf:r:, n n 
':,..Metropoli t an Human Rel ,,t i on ~, (' cm rni ,:;:~ion 

Corbe tt Building - Roo m Jl? • 
430 S.W. Morrison Str eet 
Portland, Oregon 97 204 

Dear Mr. Laguardia: 

Thank you for writin g to t h e Co mmission on Wartime 
Relocation and Internment o f Ci v i l ians. We appreciate 
heing made aware of the suppo r t reso l ution passed by the 
members of the Metropolitan Human Re l a tions Commission. 

The Commission was called into existence to examine 
the facts and circumstances surrounding the Executive 
Order 9066 and the military directives which required the 
evacuation and internment of the Aleuts and persons of 
Japanese ancestry. When the Commission concludes its 
investigation in 1982, it will present its report to 
Congress. The rep~rt will contain not only the findings 
of the Commission but its suggestions for appropriate 
remedies. 

Again thank you for taking the time and trouble to 
apprise us of your resolution. 

Sincerely, 

·, 

::·,:·/!Angu Macbeth . ;.-._..... 

Special Counsel 



' . 
BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

FOR MULTNOMAH COUNTY, OREGON 

In the Matter of Multomah County 
Urging Congress to Provide Just 
Compensation for Japanese Americans 
Who Suffered as a Result of Presidential 
Executive Order 9066 in 1942 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Executive Order 9066, issued February 19, 1942, 
120,313 persons of Japanese ancestry, most of whom were American citizens, were 
uprooted from their homes in the spring of 1942, were forcibly evicted from their West 
Coast homes and incarcerated in government detention camps without benefit of trial 
or hearings; and 

WHEREAS, the uprooted people suffered immeasurable human damages, 
such as the loss of their basic rights of American citizenship, the loss of their individual 
freedom, the destruction of their personal human dignity, the disruption of their 
careers, interruption of educational opportunities, being torn away from their homes 
and their neighborhoods, and the psychological and emotional trauma of having been 
innocent victims discriminated against and imprisoned for three and one-half years; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to their human losses, the innocent victims of this 
internment suffered irreparable loss and damage to thier property, estimated by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, in 1942, as $400,000,000; and 

WHEREAS, in 1970, the National Council of Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) voted to embark on a national campaign to seek remedial legislation for 
those affected by E.O. 9066, and subsequent military orders; and 

WHEREAS, on July 31, 1980, President Carter signed Public Law 96-3i7, 
establishing the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians to 
conduct the first official inquiry into the 1942 Evacuation and Incarceration of 
Americans of Japanese ancestry; and 

WHEREAS, in the summer and fall of 1981, the Presidential Commission 
heard extensive testimonies from many witnesses, including persons of Japanese 
ancestry whose lives were affected by E. 0. 9066; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of 
Civilians will be completing its investigation and submitting its findings and 
recommendations to the U.S. Congress in 1982; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Multnomah County, in support 
of the Japanese American Citizens League, urge the Congress of the United States to 
provide just compensation for those individuals who suffered the injustices and 
hardships resulting from the government's action in 1942; and 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Multnomah County go on record us 
acknowledging that such past injustices eommitted against innocent persons by our 
government must be rectified as recognition of the moral and democratic principles 
which have made this great nation of ours the leader of humanitarian iden.ls. 

DATED THIS 12th day of August, 1982 

Donald E. Clark 
County Executive 

Gladys McCoy 
C:ommissioner 

Earl Blumenauer · 
Commissioner 

--:-----:------:---··-- - - - - ·- - - . -
Caroline Miller 
Presiding Officer 

-- ~--- -- ···-.Dennis Buchanan 
Commissioner 

Gordon Shadburne 
Commissioner 
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RESOI,ll'l'T 0N 

WHEREAS 1 pursuant to Executive Orde r 9006. issued February 19, 1942 , 
120,313 persons of ,Japanese ancestry, 1:-,0:1 t of whom were Americ,:1n 
citizensi were uprooted from their home s in the spring of 1942, were 
forc3.b.ly evicted from their West Coast homes and incarcerated in 
government detention camps wit11out benefit of trial or hearings; cmd 

WHEREAS, the uproot-2d people :;;uf:Eered immeasura:ble hwnan damages, 
such as the loss of their br.tsic rights of American citizenship, the 
loss of their individ11al freedo~ , the d 2struction of their personal 
human dignity, the dis:c'..lption of their careers, interruption of educa--
tional opportunities, being torn away from thei r horaes and their 
neighborhoods , and the psychological and emotional trauma of having 
bec:m innocent victims discrirainated aguinst a nd impris oned foi~ three 
and one-half yearsi and 

WHEREAS, in addition to thei :i:- 1nun2.n loss e s, the innocent victims of 
this internment suffered irreparable loss and daraage to their property, 
estimated by the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francis co, in 1942, as 
$400,000,000i und 

'ViHERBAS, in 1970 the National Council of tbe Jap:mese American Citizens 
League (JACL) voted to embark on a natio!'la l campa ign to seek rern2.dial 
legislation fo:c those affected by E .O. 9066, and subsequent military 
orders; and 

hl-fEREl1,,S, on July 31, 1980, President Cr..l rter signed Public Law 96-317, 
establishing the Commission on Wartime R,.::!location and Internment of 
Civilians to conduct the first official inquiry into the 1942 Evacua•-
tion and Incarceration of Americans of Japanese ancestry; and 

·wH.EREAS, in the Summer and Fall of 198J., the Presidential Commission 
heard extensive testimonies from many witnesses, including persons of 
Japanese ancestry whose lives were affected by E.O. 9066; and 

WHEREAS, the Commission on Wartime RoJ.ocation and Internment of Civil--
ians will be completing their i1lvesti9ation 2.nd submitting their 
findins-;s and recom:11endations -to the u.s. Congress in 1982 i 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of Portland, Oregon, in 
support of the Japanese American Citizens Leagu,2, urges the Congress 
of the United States to provide just compensation for those individuals 
who suffered the injustices and hardshi ps resulting from the govern--
ment 1s actions in 1942~ and 

BE IT FURTEIER RESOLVED, that the City Council of Portl.=md, 0:::-egon go 
on record as acknowledging that such past injustices committed against 
innocent persons by our governme nt must be rectified as 
the ~r~t apd democra,tic principles which have ma¢le . this gre~t. · 
of· a 'ii~ ;,;thEf~!'l eaa~r·''Of humanitarian ideals. . " . ,'f";'.\"i~ 

. . ,,. C: •.: <:, :·· .. . . . . ,:.. jf(f;~~};)~:~:~J -;::· ,ift:.<·~ 

https://forc3.b.ly


JAPANES~ AN'lC:AICAN C lT,:: = r-:s LEAGUE 

17:30 RHO~E ISL.AN O A V(:.N :_·E.., N.\N. 
W'ASHINGTON, 0 .C. 20030 

C2C2J 2 23-12 4 0 

NAT!O'.I AJ.. ,- er.. .:::>e U ~A"TE~S. ~ONA LOK. I KEJIAI 
, 7=:. 5~7TEA S--;"'µE;TWA.SJ-,l.......,_---.c:r--,i ~EFRESE.""lTATN"I! 

S~ F ;=s .&..1'.·=-: =: =-:::. ~CA~ 94,1:, 
,~- c. ;::1 -==i::::s 

SD"£JARY OF LEGISLATION Iill'IZ:JE!,T ING .i.11.C. RECm'.~EEDATim;s CF 

THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION AND INTERN1fENT OF CIVILI ANS 

·. 'H.R . .4110-The Civil Liberties Act of 1983 
-Introduced on October 6, · 1983, by Majority Leader 
· Jim Wright. Currently 93 co-sponsors. 

'·s. 2116---To Accept The Findin~s And . To Implement The Reco=endations 
Of The Co=ission On Wartime1 Relocation And Inter=ent Of 
Civilians · 

-Introduced on November 17, 1·983, by Senator Spark Matsunaga. 
Curr_ently 15 co-sponsors. 

Congress accepts the findings of ·tbe Co=ission on Wartime Relocation 
. and Internment of Civilians as accurate and complete. Congress acknowledges 
the fundac:iental injustice of the internment, apol"ogizes for it, and seeks · 
to·prevent the reoccurence of any similar event. 

As Regards Americans of Japanese Ancestry: 

1. On behalf o! the Nation, Congress apologizes to those Americans· of 
Japanese ancestry who were interned: 

2. The President is requested to offer pardons to those convicted of 
v iolating laws during the intern~ent period whose violation was based -
on a refusal to accept racially discriminatory treat=ent. 

3 . tihen reviewing requests for review of administrative rulings rel at inc 
to the internment, executive agencies are asked to review such cases 
with liberality, giving tull consideration to the findings o! the 
Co=ission and Congress. 

4. A trust fund of $1.5 billion is authorized !or educational and bi.:=ani-
tarian purposes, and a Board ot Directors is created to manage the fund. 

5. Out of the trust tund, the Attorney General shall pay $20,000 in 
compensation to each surviving internee. 

As Regaras Americans of Aleut Ancestry: 

1. A trust fund of $5 million is authorized for community, educational 
and cultural.programs benefitting the Aleuts. A Board of Directors 
is created to . manage the fund. · 

••2. To each o! the survivors of the internment of Aleuts, $5,000 in 
compensation shall be paid. 

3. Churches and c~=unity centers destroyed in World War II shall be rebuilt 
.. 

4. Debris remaining !ram World War II shall be cleared away from the 
Aleutian Islands. 

I 
5. The island of Attu shall be returned to .tl;le nati~e corporation, provided 

that the Coast Guard will be able to continue its use of the island. 

••H.R. 4110 and S.2116 substantively differ only regarding this provision. 
· H.R. 4110 provides for $5,000 compensation per survivin~ Aleut whereas 

S.2116 provides !or $12,000 compensation per surviving Aleut. 
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Mlnora Yasui' talks :td.!:KlkuJ Kaneyama-and her son Bill Sugahlro 
after he addressed a meeting of the local chapter of the Japanese 
America!"' Citizen Leaguf - - (Photo: Richard J. Brown) 

Yasui document$ internment 
·by Robert Lothian i _ 

Minoru Yasui was an attorney~ 
ticing in Portland in 1942 when the 
government ordered 120,<XX) Japanese-
Americans living on the West Coast 
relocatcd to camps _in Idalio, Utah 
and California. '' 

Yasui, who was "Oregon),orn and 
bredi''. he said, thoug})t :the .govern-

· mcnt,order:was:.racistfanclunconstitu-
tionaL He· ;decided. fo1reslit~~cua-1 

tion, and so did two other men. They 
were arrested, jailed and eventually 
sent to the camps. .:. ,.. 

•Y~ll:i i~,_aJ~~?-~~-~-~Jd~~U,ni'.' .1 Yasui _announced th~t he and Fred 
vcrs1ty of Oregori. ·uw:;ScBt · Jtoii- ; Korematsu · -- had . their convictions 

1· · · · • • 1 <:,i., -,:·, · overturned recently. "It was an out-

/Ot1tce 
J/15/ fcs 

ically, he had tried to enlist in the 
U.S. military before the relocation 
order, but was refused. 

Over 40 years later, Yasui is leading 
a legal fight to overturn the convic-
lions and declare the relocation order 
and a subsequent Supreme Court 
decision unconstitutional. 

He_ traveled from Denver, where he 
· practices law, to Portland las_t week 
. -for a court hearing on the issue. While 

here he addressed a meeting of the 
local chapter of the Japanese-
American Citizens League .. 

rt:11y DiUHi:y, 111,.- /•I I l,,IQll\ n11v 

asked Stevenson to help, said he also show his identification to the offi-
cers three times. 

standing victory," he said. Gordon 
Hirabayashi's trial comes up soon 
in Seattle, he said. 

But on his case to have the reloca-
tion order overturned and restore 
rights and privileges to those who 
were sent to the camps, Yasui de-
scribed government foot-dragging. 

U.S. District Court Judge Robert 
Belloni refused to fact finding on the 
issue, even though Yasui's legal team 
had amassed 400 pages of documents, 
he said. "Belloni's comment was, 
'What are we here for, I haven't read 
these papers," according to Yasui. 

"It almost seems as if they are 
waiting for us to die," to avoid con-
fronting the issue," said Yasui. 
"We're going to wash dirty linen in 
public and it's not going to make 
certain people (in government) hap-
py," he said. 

Thousands of Japanese-Americans 
are not willing to let the iss'ue die, 
said Yasui. "We want a statement 
that says the government was wrong 
in 1942, and we won't settle for less 
than that," he said, pounding a table 
for emphasis. 

The government's reason for the 

relocation was intelligence pointing 
toward an extensive Japanese spy 
system in the U.S. But Yasui con-
tends that the intelligence was false, 
that not one Japanese was convicted 
as a spy. 

Approximately 3,600 Japanese-
Americans were relocated from Port-
land, according to Yasui. Many, in-

eluding Yasui, spent several months 
in a makeshift camp at the Livestock-
Exposition yards in North Portland. 

Yasui was jailed for 10 months at 
Rocky Butte Jail, in solitary confine-
ment, and then he was sent to the 

camp at Minedoka, Idaho. He hasn't 
forgotten the guard towers, the barbed 
wire and the m!lchine guns. 

He compared the experience to 
America's equivalent of the Holo-
caust. Racist, anti-Japanese hysteria 
was evident in newspaper headlines 
from that time. 

After release from the camp, Yasui 
settled in Denver, where he married, 
began raising a family and passed the 
Colorado bar exam. He met with 
resistance to practicing law. "They 
said I was a person of bad moral char-
acter," he said. Altogether, said 
Yasui, the relocation experience took 
four years out of his life. 

Portland's Japanese-Americans 
compared stories after Yasui's talk. 
Kikue Kaneyama and her family from 
Gresham "sold everything we had" 
before being sent to the camp, she 
said. She destribed the feeling of 
despair that permeated the camp. 

Upon returning to Gresham, she 
said, the family had to start over from 
scratch and faced antagonism from 
neighbors. ''We weren't welcomed, 
really, not in the restaurants," said 
Kaneyama. 

"It's just like if a person was raped, 
you never forget it," she said. "It's 
always with you throughbout your 
lifetime." 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Les AuCoin 
Congressman, l st District 
1220 SW 3rd 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Congressman AuCoin: 

I am writing to urge your support for H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1985. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress HR 442 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County . Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for H.R. 442 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens - -the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Sincerely, 
/ j 
, I 

__   r___...._T / (__ 
Reyr)"lundo Marin, 
MHRC Executive Director 

cc: Vincent A . Deguc, Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens League 

0 -:f',-._.,
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue If · ,Room 520 

Portland, Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136 .' mULTnornAH ....:.. 
counTY 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Robert Smith 
Congressman, 2nd District 
1150 Crater Lake Ave. Suite K 
Medford, OR 97504 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

I am writing to urge your support for H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1985. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress HR 442 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for H. R. 442 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Sincerely, 

'. --,. . --- -----1 _t_ 
-R-~ym0 ndo Marin, 
MHRC Executive Director 

cc: Vincent A. Deguc, Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens League 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520 c:=::::::-. Port la nd , Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136 mULTnomRH 

counTY 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable James Weaver 
Congressman, 4th District 
Federal Bldg Room 387 
211 E. 7th Ave. 
Eugene, OR 97401 

Dear Congressman Weaver: 

I om writing to urge your support for H. R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1985. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment comps, as well as their descendants, ore entitled 
to the redress HR 442 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of oil citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for H. R. 442 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Sincerely, 

,/··.1 
, ' (.'~I -' ) ------.... ;, 

Reymundo Marin, 
MHRC Executive Director 

cc: Vincent A. Deguc , Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens Leariue 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520 

Portland, Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136mULTnomAH 
counTY 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Mark Hatfield 
U.S. Senator 
Pioneer Courthouse 
701 SW 6th 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Senator Hatfield: 

I am writing to urge your support for S. 1053, sponsored by Sen. Spark Matsunaga. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress S. 1053 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for S. 1053 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Sincerely, 

I ~ 
/ 

--!~•_;---.... . ,~.---·(--· 
/ 

Peymundo Mc1nn, 
MHRC Exe cutive Director 

cc: Vincent A. Deguc, Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens League 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520 

Portland, Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136mULTnon)RH 
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Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Ron Wyden 
Congressman, 3rd District 
500 NE Multnomah, Suite 250 
Portland, OR 97232 

Dear Congressman Wyden: 

I am writing to urge your support for H.R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1985. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress HR 442 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for H.R. 442 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Sincerely, 
./) 

I 
/\.•. ·· .. ·1 - 4- ••· ·1-.. - , _ , ·" 

Reym0ndo Morin, 
MHRC Executive Director 

cc: Vincent A. Deguc, Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens League 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520c::::::::::s Portland . Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136muLTnornAH 

counTY 



. i-1',0N MARK HATFIELD. . 
US SENATE 
WASHINGTON DC 20510 05PM 

( 
1-223277U125007 05/05/86 ICS WA16614 
01783 MLTN VA 05/05/86 JN29760 

PLTB 

REYMUNDO MARIN 
MHRC 
1120 SW 5TH 
PORTLAND, OR 97204 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR RECENT LETTER REGARDING THE INTERNEMENT 
OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS DURING WORLD WAR II. THE DETAINMENT OF 
MANY INNOCENT AMERICAN CITIZENS DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME IN 
HISTORY IS A CHAPTER NOT EASILY FORGOTTEN. I AM CONCERNED, 
HOWEVER, THAT REPARATIONS WOULD STRAIN AN ALREADY DANGEROUSLY 
BLOATED FEDERAL BUDGET. YOUR COMMENTS WILL BE KEPT IN MIND SHOULD 
THIS LEGISLATION REACH THE SENATE FLOOR, AND I WILL GIVE THE 
PROPOSAL CAREFUL CONSIDERATION. 

THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO CONTACT ME ON THIS MATTER. 
KIND REGARDS. 
MARKO. HATFIELD, U.S.S. 

09134 
2139 EST 

MGMCOMP MGM 

-"" N 
LO 

TO REPLY BY MAILGRAM MESSAGE, SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR WESTERN UNION'S TOLL - FREE PHONE NUMBERS 
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Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Bob Packwood 
U . S. Senator 
1220 SW 3rd 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Senator Packwood: 

I am writing to urge your support for S. l 053, sponsored by Sen . Spark Matsunaga. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress S. l 053 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area . Your support for S. 1053 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does core . In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be heard over and over again. 

Since re ly, 

/ :~:. ' - --- ,) • .. 
R'eymundo Mar in, 
MHRC Executive Dire c tor 

cc: Vi ncent A. Deguc , Chai r, MHR C 
J apa nese -Ame rica n Ci ti zens Leag ue 

1120 S W. Fif th Avenue 
Room 520c::::::::::s. Portland. Ore9on 97204- 7989 • (503) 796-5136muLTnomRH 

counTY 

I 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

13 March 1986 

Honorable Denny Smith 
Congressman, 5th District 
4035 12th At. NE i/20 
Salem, OR 97309 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

I am writing to urge your support for H. R. 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1985. 
Japanese Americans did not deserve the treatment they received during World War II, 
and the survivors of the internment camps, as well as their descendants, are entitled 
to the redress HR 442 would provide. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is a joint Commission of the City of 
Portland and Multnomah County. Its mandate is to advocate for the civil and human 
rights of all citizens in the Portland Metropolitan Area. Your support for H.R. 442 
would send a positive message to our Japanese-American citizens --the message that, 
yes, our government does care. In these days of increasing racial and religious 
intolerance, such a message needs to be h eord over and over again. 

Sincerely, 

(_ 
/~· -- II I ..... ..-... . ""I., ·/ ·" 
'Reymvndo Marin, 
MHRt Executive Director 

cc: Vincent A. Deguc, Chair, MHRC 
Japanese-American Citizens Leo9ue 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520c:::::=:::::::s Portland. Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136rnuLTnornAH 

COUl7TY 



WASHINGTON OFFICE:
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April 2, 1986 HUMAJ\4 RELATJONS COM.~ 

Reymundo Marin, Executive Director 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
1120 SW Fifth Ave, Room 520 
Portland, OR 97204-1989 

Dear Mr. Marin : 

Thank you for contacting my office about the Japanese 
American internees and HR 442, "The Civil Liberties Act of 1985." 

I am very sympathetic to this legislation. During WWII, 
Japanese Americans were interned in violation of seven articles 
of the Constitution without charge, trail or any evidence of 
disloyality. This sad episode in our history needs to be 
recognized and efforts should be made to redress the wrongs 
committed against these people. I look forward to hearings on HR 
442. 

Again, thank you for writing. 

JW:mcc 



LES AuCOIN 
1 ST DISTRICT, OREGON 

I"!R~~~
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES iiUMAl't RE.LATIONS COMMS.WASHINGTON, DC 20Q 15
April 9, 1986 

Mr. Reymundo Marin 
Executive Director 
MHRC 
1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Rm 520 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Reymundo: 

Thank you for your letter regarding H.R. 442, to make reparations to 
Japanese Americans unjustly incarcerated during World War II. 

I share your concern about this issue, and support many of the 
provisions contained in this legislation. I strongly favor 
instituting an educational fund to provide information about the 
incarceration and providing a formal apology to Japanese Americans. 

Because of current budget constraints, the provisions of the bill 
providing monetary compensation might have to be altered somewhat . 
It is my understanding that members of the House Judiciary Committee, 
which has jurisdiction over this legislation, may suggest some 
changes. 

Particularly in light of the recent Supreme Court decision regarding 
the WW II incarceration, it is important that Congress act on this 
legislation quickly. I will continue to closely follow the actions 
of the Judiciary Committee, and invite you to get in touch with me if 
I can be of further assistance. 

With warm regards, 

~i::;t·
L(J/{uJIN
Member of Congress 

LA/sk 

2159 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING, WASHINGTON, DC 20515 (202) 225-0855 
1716 FEDERAL BUILDING, 1220 SW THIRD, PORTLAND, OR 97204 (503) 221-2901, OREGON TOLL FREE LINE 1- 800-452-1920 



COMMITTEES :BOB PACKWOOD 
COMMERCE. SCIENCE ANDOREGON TRANSPORTATION 

FINANCE 

COMMITTEE ON 
SMALL BUSINESS 

WASHINGTON, D .C . 20510 

Apr i 1 2 1 , 1 9 8 6 

Mr. Reymundo Marin 
MHRC Executive Director 
1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520 
Portland, Oregon 97204-1989 

Dear Mr. Marin: 

Thank you for contacting me about S.1053. 

I am always interested in knowing how fellow Oregonians feel 
about important issues, and I appreciate your taking the time to 
share your thoughts with me. I find it reassuring that people 
like you are concerned about the problems facing our country, and 
that you are interested in actively searching for solutions. It 
is evident that you have put a great deal of thought into this 
issue, and I hope you will continue your efforts 1n the future. 

Thanks again for getting in touch with me. I've made note 
of your position, and I will certainly keep it in mind. Your 
comments were interesting and thoughtful, and they will be very 
useful to me. 

Sincerely, 

BP/olf 



ROBERT F. (BOB) SMITH 
2D DISTRICT. OREGON 

COMMITTEE: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE : 

11 B CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

202-225-6730 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
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SUBCOMMITTEES: «iongrtss of the tfinittd ~tatts 

1150 CRATER LAKE AVENUEFORESTRY; LIVESTOCK; AND WHEAT 
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ON AGRICULTURE · ! \ . 771 PONDEAOSA VILLAGEflloshington, I>~ 20515 
BURNS, OR 97720 

April 22, 1986 

Mr. Reymundo Marin 
Executive Director 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
1120 SW Fifth Avenue, Room 520 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Reymundo: 

Thank you for contacting me regarding compensation for Japanese Americans 
interred during the Second World War. 

As you may know, H. R. 442 has been introduced to implement the 
recommendations of the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of 
Civilians. This measure has been referred to the House Committee on the 
Judiciary (Subcommittee on Administrative Law and Governmental Relations); 
hearings are scheduled for April 28, 1986. Executive comment has been 
requested from the Department of Defense, Department of Interior and the 
Department of Justice. This measure would require the Attorney General to pay 
a maximum of $20,000 from a fund established for this and other purposes to 
each surviving internee or their heirs. Please be assured I will review testimony 
offered in hearings and include your views in my analysis of this legislation 
when it comes before the full House. 

Thanks for taking the time to share your concerns with me. Please continue to 
keep in touch. 

Very truly yours, 

R~ . (BOB) SMITH 
Member of Congress 

RFS/rgt 



JAPANf~f AMfR LAN L I lf N~ lfAb~f 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: CHISAO HATA 
284-1908 

GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO DISMISS INTERNMENT APPEAL 

Government lawyers have filed a motion to dismiss the case of 
Minoru Yasui, an American citizen who challenged the World War II 
internment ~f 110,000 Japanese Americans. In 1983, Yasui had 
filed a petition to reopen the landmark Supreme Court case which 
legalized the race-based internment. The Justice Department now 
claims that the case is moot because of Yasui 's death on November 
12, 1986. 

But Yasui's attorneys and supporters urge that the case be heard 
by the Federal courts because recently discovered documents 
submitted in the case demonstrate that Justice Department 
attorneys lied in 1943 when they told the Supreme Court that the 
mass racial internment was a "military necessity". 

Historians and legal 
"", 

scholars have widely criticized as "civil · 
liberties disasters" the World War II Supreme Court cases 

·legalizing the mass relocation and incarceration of American 
citizens. Yasui was one of 3 litigants who challenged the 
military orders leading up to the internment. As a young lawyer 
in Portland, Oregon, in 1942, he felt that the military orders 
aimed at one racial group were unconstitutional. He tried to 
enlist others to violate the law in order to set up court tests, 
but was unsuccessful. He then decided to be his own test case 
and defied a race-based curfew ordered. He was arrested and 
spent 9 months in solitary confinement after which he was sent to 
an internment camp in Wyoming. 

In 1943, the Supreme Court heard his case, and ruled against him, 
siding with the Justice Department's argument that Japanese 
Americans as a racial group were prone to disloyalty and 
suspected of engaging in espionage and sabotage. 

But secret documents discovered under the Freedom of Information 
Act disclosed that government security agencies, including the 
FBI, Army Intelligence, anc Naval Intelligence, conceded that 
Americans of Japanese ancestry were no more a threat than Italian 
or German Americans, and that the mass racial internment was 
unnecessary. Yasui's attorneys charged that the Justice 
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Department and responsible officials suppressed this information 
from the Supreme Court in a cover up. 

Armed with this new evidence of misconduct, Yasui and 2 other 
original wartime litigants, Fred Korematsu and Gordon 
Hirabayashi, filed petitions to reopen their cases in Federal 
court in 1983. A Federal court in San Francisco ruled in favor 
of Korematsu, finding government misconduct and that the Supreme 
Court had been presented a "selected record" by the Justice 
Department. Likewise, a Federal court in Seattle threw out 
Hirabayashi's conviction for violating internment orders, finding 
that the government had suppressed and destroyed key evidence. 

Yasui's case is on appeal from a Federal court ruling in Portland 
throwing out his conviction for violating a race-based curfew 
order, but making no judicial opinion on whether the government 
engaged in lies and misconduct. Since he is now dead, the 
Justice Department claims the issues raised in his petition are 
moot. 

"Min's dying wish was to have this injustice corrected so that it 
would never happen again to anyone else", said Yasui's attorney 
Peggy Nagae. "The government should not be allowed to sweep this 
under the rug as if it never occurred." 

"He (Yasui) always maintained that the original court ruling 
holding the internment was not a Japanese American issue, but an 
American issue", said Ron Wakabayashi of the Japanese American 
Citizens League, "affecting all American citizens." 

Supporters of Yasui's 40 year fight have characterized his 
struggle as both heroic and tragic. He was imprisoned as a 
result of his brash defiance of military orders, and his firm 
belief that the internment was unconstitutional. The jury in his 
original case in 1942 took only 20 minutes to convict him, and 
the judge stripped him of his citizenship. As a result, he lost 
his license to practice law after the war until his citizenship 
was restored. When his case was ruled upon by the Supreme Court 
in 1943, the court did not hear his case directly, but instead 
summarily declared that it presented the same issues as that of 
Gordon Hirabayashi, a Seattle citizen. The court ruled against 
Hirabayashi, and Yasui was virtually a footnote to that landmark 
decision. 

After waiting over 40 years to finally have his day in court, 
Federal District Court Judge Robert Belloni refused to hear 
Yasui's evidence of government fraud, but instead summarily 
granted the Justice Department's motion to dismiss Yasui's 
petition because the government voluntarily vacated Yasui's 
criminal conviction. Court observers felt Judge Belloni had not 
even read Yasui's legal papers. While Yasui wanted his 
conviction removed, he desperately wanted the court to review the 
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evidence of misconduct and make findings, according to Attorney 
Nagae. "Min felt a judicial declaration that there was 
misconduct was crucial to undercutting the legal precedent and 
setting the historical record straight." 

Dissatisfied with Judge Belloni's refusal to consider the 
evidence, Yasui appealed to the Federal Court of Appeals. On 
November 12, 1986, Yasui died from cancer-related complictions. 
"Min was one man fighting against the odds, 11 said Dale Minami, 
attorney for Fred Korematsu, "but he symbolized all of those 
interned who wished they could have resisted to a greater degree 
than they were able to." 

The day before Thanksgiving, the Justice Department filed its 
motion to dismiss the Yasui appeal, citing his death. Attorneys 
for Yasui pledged to continue his fight. "The government 
suppressed the truth 40 years ago in which Americans of Japanese 
ancestry lost their freedom and millions of dollars of property. 
It would be a terrible injustice if the government were allowed 
to escape the truth again," concluded Nagae. 

3 



---------------------PortlandChapter------------.--------

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: CHISAO HATA 
284-1908 

A PUBLIC APPEAL 

A verv special press conference will be held upda ttng the public on 

the Minoru Yasui writ of error corum nobis case. This historic civil 

rights case is viewed by many as a case that represents not only one 

persons personal challenge for justice, but an entire community of 

people who WP.re unjustly treated and whose civil rights were violated 

during WWII. The press conference will be held: 

Thursday, December 4th, 1986 

10:30 a.m. 

American Civil Liberties Union 

310 SW 4th - 7t11 floor conference room 

Community leaders will make statements regarding the Yasui case and 

will also s~are public testimonies relating to the leaders~ip Yasui 

gave to many communities. 

A memorial service will be held for Minoru Yasui on Friday, December 

5t11 . J986 at the Asbury Met11odist C1.urc11 in Hood River.Oregon. The 

service will be at 2:00 pm and will be followed by a reception. 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 



-----------------------PortlandChapter-----------------------

November 24, 1986 

. 
Dear ~t · 7/u.~ 
Minoru Yasui passed away two weeks ago on November 12th, in Denver, Colorado. His 
death had a significant impact on all of us, because for the past 40 years, Yasui in-
tensely advocated justice for all peoples of this country ... Yasui's quest began in 
1942, shortly after the outbreak of war against Japan, when the U.S. government imposed 
a military curfew on all persons of Japanese ancestry. Yasui believed this curfew 
singled out a group, soley on the basis of their race, and therefore, violated funda-
mental rights guaranteed by the U.S. constitution. To protest against this unjust 
treatment, Yasui intentionally violated the curfew and was arrested. 

As an attorney, Yasui was convinced that his rights would be vindicated by the courts. 
Personal justice, however, was not easily obtained, and his personal challenge against 
the U.S. government became a symbol for all Japanese Americans. Through his vision, 
he became a fiery speaker who articulated for Japanese Americans, their devasting ex-
perience of incarceration during World War II. 

Brought to trial in November, 1942, the U.S. Federal District Court in Oregon found 
Yasui guilty of violating the curfew. While awaiting the appeal of this case, he spent 
the next nine months in solitary confinement in the Multnomah County Jail. In 1943, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in his case and denied his claim that the military cur-
few order was unconstitutional. 

Over the next four decades, Yausi continued to pursue his unwavering belief that civil 
rights is the foundation for democracy in America. During his 16-year career as the 
executive director of the Denver Commission on Community Relations, Yasui paved the 
way for redressing wrongs experienced by Japanese Americans and other minority groups. 
Yasui's commitment to justice did not diminish with the passage of time. In 1983, 40 
years after the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling against him, Yasui reopened his case. Un-
der the Freedom of Information Act, declassified government documents revealed govern-
ment misconduct that has adversely affected the outcome of his Supreme Court appeal. 
This information, which had been suppressed, reaffirmed Yasui's long-held contention that 
his prior legal challenge had been correct, and the government's actions were unjust. 
He pursued this belief by filing a petition, a writ of error coram nobis, that re-
quests an evidentiary hearing to publically acknowledge the government's pervasive vio-
lation of fundamental rights. In 1984, Yasui's petition was dismissed. This dismissal 
has been appealed, and is currently before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Sadly, Yasui died before the Appellate Court had rendered its decision. Yasui's death, 
however, was not in vain, because his vision lives on. Most importantly, the constitu-
tional issues raised by Yasui set legal precidence that have a profound effect on the 
future of civil rights. 

FOR BETTER AMERICANS IN A GREATER AMERICA 
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We ask that you join us, and together we can ensure that Yasui's case will be resolved 
justly. To honor the memory of Minoru Yasui, a special memorial service will be held 
at 2:00 PM on December 5, 1986 at the Ashbury United Methodist Church, 616 State Street, 
Hood River, Oregon. Your attendance will pay tribute to his accomplishment and will 
signal to the world that our commitment to his cause endures. 

If you plan to attend, please contact Chisao Hata at 503/284-1908 or Homer Yasui at 
234-M.·~ by December 2, 1986 . 

.t/717 

Media coverage and public awareness is imperative to keep Min's case in the forefront. 
If you or your organizational representative cannot be present, please send a public 
statement to: 

Chisao Hata 
2516 N.E. 14th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97212 

Mailed statements must be received by December 2, 1986. 

Additionally, donations to support the corum nobis case can be sent to: 

The Minoru Yasui Memorial Fund 
c/o Shirley Daird 
United Bank of Denver 
P.O. Box 5247 
Denver, Colorado 80217 

In speaking about his case, Min often quoted the following passage from Ulysses by 
Lord Tennyson: 

"We are not now that strength which in old days 
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are, we are; 
One equal temper of heroic hearts, 
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will 
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield." 

Sincerely, 

~1-· 
Homer Yasui 

Chisao Hata 

HY/CH: cf 
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Multnomah County • City of Portland 

December 4, 1986 

MHRC PRESS RELEASE 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission lends its v~ice of support to an 

honorable group of people -- the Japanese-American people who must be made whole 

after a terrible injustice. 

As Americans, we must never forget this grave injustice perpetuated against 

fellow Americans. 

Blinded by bigotry and prejudice, fueled by war hysteria; and signaling one 

group of Americans because of their race, their color, their language, and their 

national origin must never be tolerated. 

MINORU YASUI DID NOT DIE IN VAIN. His example of standing up for his rights is 

one that all of us must emulate. HIS EXAMPLE OF SEEKING REDRESS DESPITE GREAT 

AND DIFFICULT ODDS MUST NEVER BE FORGOTTEN. 

UNLAWFUL INTERNMENT AGAINST ANYONE REGARDLESS OF RACE, COLOR, CREED, 

NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, OR DISABILITY MUST NEVER BE TOLERATED 

BY FREEDOM-LOVING AMERICANS. 

NEVER MUST "MILITARY NECESSITY" BECOME AN EXCUSE TO DEPRIVE ANY OF US OF 

OUR FREEDOM. 

1120 S.W. Fifth Avenue 
Room 520c::::::::s, 

mULTnomAH Portland, Oregon 97204-1989 • (503) 796-5136 
counTY 
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ONE PERSON CAN AND WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE. TODAY, WE HONOR THE 

MEMORY OF MINORU YASUI. MAY HIS E_XAMPLE OF STANDING UP FOR ONE'S 

RIGHTS LIVE ON FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS. 

LET US UNITE IN PETITIONING OUR GOVERNMENT TO REOPEN MINORU Y ASUI'S 

CASE SO THAT HE MAY STILL HAVE HIS DAY IN COURT. 

Director 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

February 21 , . 1980 

The Honorable Bob Packwood 
United States Senate 
1317 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Packwood: 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission writes in support of Senate 
Bill 1647, the bill that would inform the American public of the true 
facts of Executive Order 9066 and its impact on civilians. It is-our 
understanding that Senators Daniel Inouye, Spa :·k Matsunaga, S. I. 
Hayakaiwa, Alan Cranston, Frank Church, and James McClure have sponsored 
the bill. We are greatly encouraged by the willingness of these Senators 
to bring this matter to the public . 

It has been nearly forty years since EO 9066 was instituted; and yet, r 
the general public is unaware of its impact on American civilians and 
resident aliens. The time is long overdue. 

The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission encourages you to join with other 
Senator and add your name to the list of sponsors. You will be doing ou r 
country a great service by sharing with them the precious nature of our 
democracy and the fragile nature of our freedom. 

Please add your name to the 11 Comrnission on Wartime Relocation and Internment 
of Civilians Act." The MHRC awaits your reply. 

Sincerely, 

James R. Sitzman 
Chairman 

JRS:LR:vn 

r~ Wi-v-lco 
0 -fa 

Corbett Building , Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland , Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 
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U E 
Their neighbors turned against them. 
They lost their homes and livelihoods. 
They were uprooted, imprisoned and 

split apart. But nobody could take away 
their values. And, in the end, they could 

not be denied their piece of the 
American dream. 

BY LAUREN KESSLER 

rips from the east. 
Fog hangs in the tall firs. The train snakes up the Gorge and, 65 
miles east of Portland, where the Columbia cuts a mile-wide 
swath, pulls to a stop beside Hood River's small, wooden depot. 

w.. 
Downtown is only six blocks long and two blocks wide. The city streets are still dirt roads, 

but amuence is in the air. The Hood River Banking and Trust Co. has a new, two-story brick 
building. Davidson's Fruit Co. has constructed the town's first concrete building. The newly 
wealthy have built impressive homes on the rise above downtown. Beyond this narrow band 
of civilization, the densely timbered valley sweeps back to the foot of Mount Hood. Along the 
valley floor early settlers have carved farms out of the forest. 

Masuo Yasui steps down from the train. He is a small , slight, serious young man who has 
spent the past four years working as a houseboy for a Portland lawyer. He speaks, writes and 
reads English. He has a small bankroll and big plans. He is 20 years old. The year is 1907. 

Like so many immigrants before him, Masuo is pursuing the American dream. And, 
through the first few decades after he arrives in the fertile Hood River Valley, he begins to 
catch it. He marries and raises a large family. He becomes a successful businessman , an 
orchardist who owns or has interest in one-tenth of the Hood River Valley's cultivated land. 
He becomes a Rotarian and the first Japanese to serve on the board of directors of 
the Hood River Apple Growers Association. He faces a life of prosperity and good fortune. 

But 40 ye'ars after settling in Hood River, Masuo Yasui will be a shattered and embittered 
man who can't bring himself to walk down the main street of town. He no longer will live 
there. He no longer will own land in the valley. Of all the Yasui family, only Ray, Masuo's 
oldest son, will remain, struggling to regain a footing in the valley's fruit industry. 

Masuo himself will live in Portland. But, when he comes to visit Ray on his farm, the 
father will make a point of avoiding Hood River. He will refuse to set foot in the town that 
once claimed him as a leading citizen. 

The events of Dec. 7, 1941 , inalterably changed the course of life not only for Masuo Yasui, 
but also for his entire family. Like more than 110,000 Japanese-Americans who lived on the 
West Coast at the time, they were uprooted from their homes and herded into barbed wire-

'tu~':!!:. t'i::Ol.'iuteµrofe.i,:sorofjorialis1n at the U1tiwn.ityofOrego11.
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SUCCESS 
translates the 
same in any 
language, but for 
Japanese-
Americans the 
internment years 
derailed the 
American dream. 
That shameful era 
didn 't stop one 
talented family, 
the Yasuis of 
Hood River. 

Inside: Paper-Model Magic • Fiction • Kramer on the Sausage Scene 
'he Orqonlan'• Sunday Magazine December 7, 11188 



He combed the city 's Japanese population for a man who would be 
the perfect test case: a native-born American of Japanese descent, a 
World War I veteran, a family man with youngsters who could 
draw sympathy from a crowd. The person willing to buck curlew 
would face a year in jail and a $10,000 fine; so, not surprisingly, 
volunteers didn't beat down his door. 

On March 28, 1942, Min notified the FBI and the U.S . attorney 
that he intended to violate the curfew. Then, at 8 p.m., Min Yasui -
member of the Oregon Bar and second lieutenant in the U.S. Army 
Reserves- broke federal law by 
walking the streets of Portland 
at night. He walked for three 
hours, waiting to be arrested. 
When nothing happened, he 
asked a friend to call the FBI. 
Still nothing. The friend called 
again. Nothing. A third time. 
Still, no one paid attention to him. 

Finally, Min saw a Port land 
city patrolman, walked ove r to 
him and asked to be arrested. 
"Go home, sonny," said the 
patrolman. "You'll get yourself 
in trouble." Min insisted on 
being arrested. The cop 
accommodated him. 

As a result, Min spent the 
better part of the next year in 
solitary confinement - "the 
object of utmost contempt," he 
recalled before his death, "a 
dangerous Jap." Sped through 
the usually plodding court 
system, his case was heard 
al most immediately by the 
federal district court and, less 
than nine months later, by the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Executive 
Order 9066 and Min's conviction 
survived the appeal. 

s Min sat in the jail ·-A that spring, rumors 
. about evacuation 

consumed the Japanese 
community in Hood River 
Valley. "We had no idea where 
we were going, when it would be 
or under what circumstances ," 
Yuka says, "but that's all the 
adults ta lked about. I was just 15, 
and I worried about who would 
take care of my dog and what 
would happen to my goldfish. 
My mother worried about the 
land and the business and what 
would happen to everything. " 

Left alone to fend for her 
fam ily, Shidzuyo, like the other 
Japanese property owners, 
arranged hasty leases with wh ite 
farmers - haphazard, hurry-up 
deals that permitted the tenants 
to fa rm the land for free, reaping 
the profits and, supposedly, 
saving a percentage for the 
Japanese owners when they 
returned. Because almost none 
of those contracts was in 
v:riting, many Japanese 
prnperty owners later said they 
failed to receive their share. 

On May 13 virtually all the valley's remaining 
Japanese-Americans ¼ere told to report to the Hood River train 
depot with whatever they could carry. "We had no idea where 
we were going," recalls Homer, who was then 17. "We got on the 
train. They drew the blinds and posted armed guards at either 
end of the car. And then we just went - and kept on going for 
what seemed like forever." 

Homer and Yuka had no way ofknowhjg it, but as their 
California-bound train p_assed through Eugene, their sister, Michi, 
10 Sunday, December 7, 1986 

Michl Yasui Ando celebrates 
her commencement cert:mony 

from the University of Oregon 
in June with university 

President Paul Olum ( center ) 
and Archivist Keith Richard. 

Homer Yasui won a rdease 
frorn the Tule Lake internment 

cmnp and attended medical 
school in Denver. He now has a 
surgical practice in Milwaukie . 

a University of Oregon senior, stood next to the railroad tracks 
north of campus, watching. "I heard that hundreds of people from 
the Hood River Valley were on that train," she says. "I knew part al 
my family was on that train. As I watched it pass, I had no idea if I 
would ever see them again. It was like a nightmare.~ 

With only two weeks to go before graduation, Michi was hanging 
on, knowing that she and her brother Robert, then a U of 0 
freshman, could be evacuated at any moment. "I just wanted to 
finish spring quarter," she recalls. "I wanted to be sure I was going 
to graduate, because I didn't know what the future would be like if I 
didn't have a degree." Her determination reflected her parents' 
reverence for education, a value they stressed ,with sons and 
daughters alike. Masuo had told all his children that a college 
degree was a badge of citizenship and a ticket to a better life. 

But life on campus grew difficult for Michi after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Most of her friends deserted her. Federal restrictions 
set her apart: She couldn't own a camera or a radio. She couldn't 
travel more than five miles from campus. She had to be in her dorm 
room by 8 every night. "There wasn't open hostility," she says, 
"just a cool, stand-offish feeling that made you aware people were 
watching you and probably thinking unkind thoughts. I was just 
this innocent college girl from a small, rural town, and I was lonely 
and afraid." She kept to herself, studied and counted the days until 
graduation. 

Her 18-year-old brother also kept a low profile. A pre-med majnr 
only one term into his freshman year at the time the United States 
entered the war, Robert Yasui remembers dividing his time 
between scrubbing pots in the dorm kitchen and going to classes. "I 
didn't have a heckuva lot to do except study," he says. 

Toward the end of May, Robert realized that if he didn't leave 
Eugene soon, he would be evacuated and sent to a camp. "And I 
decided I would have no part of that," he recalls. He went to all his 
professors and got his final grades. Then, breaking curfew, he 
walked to the Eugene bus depot late that night and asked for a 
ticket to Denver, a "free zone" where Japanese were not subject to 
internment. The ticket agent, apparently ignorant of the travel 
restrictions on Japanese-Americans, sold it to him. Within a few 
hours, he was heading east. 

When Robert reached Denver, he called Michi immediately. "I 
got out," he told her. "Come soon or it will be too late." But 
Michi resisted, hoping that she would be allowed to go through 
the June graduation ceremony with her class. The hitch in her 
plans was that the commencement exercises would last until 10 at 
night, two hours past curfew. And so, despite the university's 
attempts on her behalf - the dean of students championed her 
request, and the dean of women volunteered to chaperone her -
military authorities said no. She learned of the decision three days 
after Robert called. She took the next bus to Denver. 

By mid-1942, the dissolution of the Yasui family was complete. 
Michi and Robert were among the less than 2 percent of 
Japanese-Americans on the West Coast who escaped internment. 
In Denver Michi worked in restaurant kitchens and served food in 
return for room and board so that she could continue her 
schooling. Robert also worked and resumed his college studies. 

Meanwhile, Masuo was being shuttled from one federal facility 
to another across the western two-thirds of the country. Min was 
sitting in the Multnomah County jail, soon to be shipped to 
Minidoka, a relocation camp in the arid wastelands 60 miles west of 
Pocatello, Idaho. 

The rest of the Yasuis were living in the barracks at Tule 
Lake internment camp 35 miles southeast of Klamath Falls. 
Authorities broke up the extended family, assigning Shidzuyo, 
Homer and Yuka to one unit, Ray and his pregnant wile to another, 
and an uncle, aunt and their child to a third. 

"We were not in the same barracks or even in the same block," 
says Homer, who volunteered to work in an orderly in the camp 
hospital. "I don't understand why they did that. We were a nuclear 
family. 

"But , after Pearl Harbor, we were never really a family again. " 

F or a short time during the war, Denver became the focal 
point for the Yasui family. Homer wrangled an educational 
release from Tule Lake in late 1942 and joined Michi and 

Robert there. Yuka, released from camp a few months later, came 
east. So did Ray and his family . Finally, their mother was able to 
join them. With her husband still imprisoned - Masuo was not 
released until eight months after the war ended - and the family 
business 2,000 miles away, Shidzuyo began selling off orchard land 
to finance her children's educations. 

There was a lot to finance. Robert studied at the University of 
Denver, transferred to the University of Wisconsin and, in 1944, 
began medical school in Philadelphia. Another brother was 
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was a fate the Yasuis shared with virtually a ll of the 4,000 
Japanese-Americans in Oregon, more than a tenth of whom lived in 
the Hood River Valley. 

The once close-knit family unraveled. In the anermath of Pearl 
Harbor the Yasuis lost their freedom and most of their fortune. It 
could have cost them their future. But they didn' t let it. 

M asuo Yasui was 16 when he left Japan for a new life in 
the New World. His father and two older brothers 
already were there, working for $1 a day as railroad 

section hands in Eastern Oregon. He came to America to join them. 
"But he was just a boy and slightly built , and he couldn't keep up 

with the other workers," recalled Minoru "Min" Yasui , Masuo's 
second son. "They made him a water boy, and, well , this hurt his 
pride. So he left and went to Portland." 

Min, who died of cancer last month, told the stor y with a 
practiced air . His older brother, Ray, recounts the same story 
almost verbatim. Family lore is important to the Yasuis. 

In Portland Masuo worked as a houseboy, attended evening 
classes at Couch School and dreamed of becoming a lawyer. But the 
dream faded when he learned that U.S. law then forbade Asian 
immigrants from becoming citizens. Without citizenship Masuo 
could never be admitted to the bar. He swallowed his 
disappointment and turned his sights elsewhere. 

On his many trips to Eastern Oregon to visit his father and 
brothers, Masuo had passed through and admired Hood River. In 
1907 he and one of his older brothers moved there, opening a store 
that served the small , scattered community of Japanese men who 

worked as farm laborers in the valley. Almost immediately, by dint 
of his fluent English and business savvy, he became a leader. 

Serving as a liaison between the Japanese and white residents of 
the valley, Masuo arranged labor contracts between Japanese 
workers and white landowners. But most important, both to his 
fortunes and the valley's future , he encouraged J apanese workers 
to buy land and to settle there. If they lacked money for the down 
payment. he loaned it to them in exchange for a share of the land 
they would buy and clear. Land, logged over and"left full of stumps 
and slash, was cheap then. 

Masuo bought land of his own and settled down. In 1911 he 
married Shidzuyo Miyake, a missionary-educated fa rm girl who 
was one of the few ,Japanese women of her day to go to college. In 
1915 their first son was born. 

"We were the only Japanese-American family who lived in 
town," remembers Ray, the firstborn . For almost half a century 
Ray has grown apples, pears and cherries on 200 acres of gently 
rolling land south of Hood River. Now 71, he is turning over the 
business, Willow Flat Orchards, to his two sons, the third 
generation of Yasui orchard.ists. " In grade school , we were the only 
Japanese-American kids. But," he says, pausing to think back 
across seven decades, "my growing up was no difTerent than the 
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offights, and I had my share of friend s ... 
Homer Yasui , a younger brother, remembers his childhood 

difTerently: It was 1931 and Homer, 7, was in third grade. Walking to 
school one crisp fall 4ay, he passed the old first- and second-grade 
schoolhouse. Some children out in the school yard, laughing and 
running, saw Homer and stopped their play. One little boy came 
over to the fence and started jumping up and down. "Look at the 
little Jap boy. Look at the little Jap boy," he began chanting. Then 
the other kids joined in , their high-pi tched voices singin g, "Look at 
the little Jap boy. Look at the little Jap boy." 

'I didn't realize I was difTerent from the other kids until that 
moment," says Homer, now 62. "And I've never forgotten it." 

Yuka. two years younger than Homer, remembers communi ty 
reaction to the family moving to a larger home in a better 
neighborhood. "People said, 'Why do those Japs want to move 
here?'and sometim es the kids would say, 'What are those littl e Jap 
kids doing at our school?' 

"But," says Yuka, "somehow we always knew we were not 
inferior. That knowledge came from our parents - not just what 
they said , but who they were." 

In those years the Japanese in the Hood River Valley sometimes 
had to struggle to maintain their pride. Some of their neighbors 
formed the Anti-Asiatic Association, pledging to "preserve Am erica 
for Americans" and advocating complete exclusion o[the Japanese 
from th_e United States. At the same time the state Legislature 
passed a law - one that was introduced by a representative fro m 
Hood River County - that prohibited Japanese ownership of 
Oregon land. · 

But the Yasuis were there to stay. And they were moving up. 
Masuo, by then called " Matt" by his Caucasian neighbors, 
continued to buy land despite the so-called Alien Land Bill. Like 
many of the enterprising Japanese in Oregon, he skirted the 
legislation by putting the deeds in his children's names. He grew 
apples, pears, cherries, tomatoes, corn, cucumbers and beets. He 
pioneered the asparagus industry in the valley. With ownership or 
an interest in about 1,000 acres, he was said to have his stamp on 
one of every 10 boxes of apples produced in the valley. 

In 1933 Masuo's second son, valedictorian of Hood River High 
School, entered the University of Oregon. Six years later Min Yasui 
became the first Japanese•American to graduate from the un iversi• 
ty's law school and the second to be admitted to the Oregon Bar. In 
1938 his eldest daughter, Michi , salutatorian of Hood River High, 
enrolled at the U of 0. The Yasuis had carved themselves a niche in 
Hood River society. Trey were a prosperous family . 

hen came Pearl Harbor. T In Hood River , in the days that followed that calamity, 
federal agents identified Masuo as a leader in the Japanese 

community, confined him to his house and boarded up the store he 
and his brother still operated . "Every day we would hear rumors 
about how he would be taken," recalls Yuka, then a high school 
sophomore. "Each day when I would come home from school for 
lunch, I would feel a terrible sense of panic, wondering if my 
father had been charged with some serious ofTense or whether he'd 
been dragged ofT. 

"And," she says, her voice dropping, "one day when I came 
home, he wasn't there. He had been taken." 

Considered an enemy alien by the government and quickly 
dubbed a traitor by his erstwhile fr iends, Masuo spent the next 41/, 
years behind barbed wire. Federal authorities first locked him up 
in the county jail in Portland, then shipped him to what was 
essentially a prisoner-of-war camp in Montana. Later he was 
shuttled to Oklahoma, Louisiana and, finally, New Mexico. Often 
his fam ily didn 't know where he was. ~·or long stretches oftime 
there was no communication between them. 

In mid-February 1942 President Franklin Roosevelt empowered 
the military to designate certain "military areas'' and exclude "any 
or all" persons from them . Executive Order 9066 meant only one 
thing: Remove all those of Japanese ancestry from the West Coast, 
whether American ci tizens or not. At the time almost two-thirds of 
the Japanese-Americans living in the three Pacific coastal st.ates 
had been born, r aised and educated in the United States. 

On March 24 came yet another blow: The mi litary imposed an A 
p.m. curfew on all persons of Japanese ancestry. 

Four days later Min Yasui came to a difficult decision. He knew 
the curfew law was wrong. He knew it had to be challenged. 
Because of his lawyer's training. he knew that, unless a person 
asserted his rights when they were violated, those rights were 
waived forever. Min conferred with his fellow Portland attorneys. 
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studying engineering at the University of 
Michigan. Homer was a pre-med student. 
Michi, enrolled in a master's degree 
program, was one of two 
Japanese-American women studying at 
the University of Denver. Eventually, 
the Yasui children would amass 55 years 
of higher education among them , 
earning six bachelor's degrees, four 
master's, two M.D.s, a Ph.D. and a law 
degree. 

"From the time we were very small ," 
says Michi, "we were told that, if you get 
an education, yo u have it for the rest of 
your life, and no one can take it away." 

What was being taken away was their 
home. Back in Hood River the local 
grange supported efforts to prevent the 
return of Japanese-Americans to the 
West Coast. The group endorsed a 
constitutional amendment that would 
deny citizenship to descendants of people 
then banned by Jaw from becoming 
citizens - even though those 
descendants were native-born 
Americans. 

Kent Shoemaker, a former Hood River 
County clerk and local Chamber of 
Commerce bigwig, ran full-page ads in 
the va lley newspaper that were loaded 
with yellow-peril paranoia, signing his 
open letters to the community, "Yours 
for a Hood River without a Jap." More 
than 1,500 people - about half the 
population ofthe city - signed petitions 
supporting the permanent exclusion of 
people of Japanese ancestry from Hood 
River. Meanwhile, the local American 
Legion post was making headlines 
nationwide for purging the county honor 
roll of 16 Americans of Japanese descent 
who were serving in the U.S. Army. 
Three of the men whose names were 
erased had been wounded in action. 

That was the place the Yasuis had 
called home for more than four decades. 
And by then there was literally nothing 
to come home to. 

Shidzuyo had sold most of the land to 
finance the children's education. What 
little acreage remained was run down 
from years of neglect and worth very 
little. But, even if the land remained, 
Masuo wouldn't have returned. In 1941 
he had watched while public opinion 
transformed him from community 
leader to reviled traitor. People he 
thought of as friends turned against him. 
For him, the rewards from 40 years of 
building a life had crumbled like fertile 
soil in his hands. 

Aller Masuo was released from camp 
in New Mexico, he and his wife were 
reunited in Denver and came west. They 
lived in Portland, in retirement for the 
rest of their lives. They never set foot in 
Hood River again. 

Homer, their youngest son, moved to 
Portland in 1950 after medical studies in 
Philadelphia and New York. The beauty 
of Oregon beckoned him, but he never 
oonsidered settling in Hood River. "I 
knew what was going on there," he says. 
·'J knew they were still writing editorials 
, bout how they hoped the damned Japs 
would never come back ." Today he 
practices general surgery in Milwaukie. 
His older brother Robert , also an East 
Coast-trained surgeon, settled in 
Williamsport, Pa. 

Min, the son who had fulfilled his 

father's dream of becoming a lawyer, 
stayed in Denver. After earning the 
highest score ever recorded on the 
Colorado bar examination , he became 
executive director of Denver's 
Commission on Community Relations 
and the regional director of the Japanese 
American Citizens League. He was a 
national leader in the Congressional 
fight for financial restitution for those 
interned after Pearl Harbor. The bill he 
worked for has 140 co-sponsors in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, where its 
fate awaits a vote of the House Judiciary 
Committee. Meanwhile, the U.S. 
Supreme Court has agreed to review an 
unrelated lawsuit that also deals with 
the restitution issue. Min was 70 when he 
died on Nov. 12. 

Michi, now Michi Yasui Ando, also 
settled in Denver. Armed with a master's 
degree in education, she went on to 
become an award-winning first-grade 
teacher. In June this year , she went 
through the U of O commencement 
exercises she was barred from 44 years 
ago, and the crowd gave her two 
standing ovations. 

Yuka, now Yuka Yasui Fujikura , 
graduated from the U of O in 1948, 
earned a master's in nursing from Yale 
University and, aided by a Fulbright 
scholarship, earned another master's in 
public health. She and her family live in 
Rockville, Md ., where she works for 
Planned Parenthood. 

Only Ray, the firstborn, returned to 
Hood River after the war. In 1946 he, his 
wife and their two children returned to 
the 160 acres he still owned in the valley 
and tried to pick up where they left off. It 
wasn't easy, but Ray doesn 't dwell on the 
hardships. 

His brother Min was more outspoken. 
"Ray had a terrible time," he said. "It 
was a real struggle. He had to drive to 
The Dalles to buy supplies because the 
merchants of Hood River wouldn't sell to 
him." In the years following the war the 
Northwest Produce Dealers Association 
organized a systematic boycott of 
returned Japanese growers so effective 
that the federal government intervened 
to stop it. 

Yuka visited Ray soon after he had 
settled in. "I can remember the 
tremendous impact of going back to the 
home that I loved and seeing signs all 
over, 'No Japs or dogs wanted here' or 
'Get out dirty Japs,'" she says. "But I 
guess you either grow stronger, or you 
buckle under. We all grew stronger." 

Ray dug in his heels and stayed. 
Another son was born. His orchards 
bloomed and bore fruit. He bought a few 
more acres. He became a vo lunteer 
firefighter. He gave his support to 
all-American causes such as Boy Scouts 
and baseball. His kids went to college. 
He served as chairman of the board of 
Diamond Fruit Co. for 15 years. In the 
early 1960s he served on the State Board 
of Higher Education. "I was just a 
regular citizen," he sums up simply. 

"What I wanted to do with my life was 
this: I wanted to provide for my family 
and head them down the road in the 
right direction,'' Ray says. "I wanted 
them to be good citizens. 

"That was my parents ' legacy to me, 
to all ofus, and that's what I wanted to 
pass on." m ... ...
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Associated Press 

True Yasui (right) of Denver, accompanied by her daughter, Holly 
Yasui of Madison, Wis., delivers an emotional plea during a news 
conference Wednesday in San Francisco, urging the U.S. District 
court to keep the case of Japanese-American detainment during 
World War II open. The case was initiated by Minoru Yasui, True 
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SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- A 
federal :ippeals court was urged 
Wednesday to hear a challenge to a 
World War II Japanese-American 
detainment order, even though the 
man who filed the petition died two 
months ago. 

The family of Minoru Yasui, his 
lawyer and former prisoners of all 
10 of the U.S . internment centers 
during World War II made the emo-
tional request at a news conference. 

Yasui died Nov. 12, 1986, at the 
age of 70, and the government filed a 
motion with the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals in San Francisco to 
dismiss the case. However, his law-
yer. Peggy N??ae. filed a response, 
asking the coun to deny the govern-
ment's motion and send the case 
back to ~r-~- :)is:rict Court fer :. 
hearing.· 

· 'l'ne government i:las never 
admitted it was wrong," Nagae said. 
"Lower courts have said there was 
government misconduct. The whole 
thrust of this is to undercut the fac-
tual foundation of the precedent set 
by the (U.S.) Supreme Court (war-
time) cases." 

f~Jµ '~ <?!!;;· •~e,,X~ ~-..: 

Hirabayashi, filed petitions to 
reopen their cases in 1983. 

The men said secret documents 
discovered in 1982 under the Free-
dom of Information Act disclosed 
that government security agencies, 
including the FBI, Army Intelligence 
and the Navy, said Japanese-Ameri-
cans were no more a threat than 
Italian-Americans or German-Amer-
icans and that internment was 
unnecessary. 

The men claimed that informa-
tion was never passed to the higher 
courts. 

Yasui's case is on appeal from a 
federal court in Portland that threw 
out his conviction for Yiolating & 

r2.c:::.l -::·..:.:'ii::\': order. But th2.t c01.1:' 
made no judgment on whether the 
government engaged in lies and mis 
conduct. 

It is' important to his family'. tliat 
ms case oe heard and that the 
government admit its mistake. 

"His goal was to try by every legal 
means to see that such an unconsti-
tutional event as the evacuation ir 
1942 of all Americans of Japanes, 
ancestry could never happen again 
- to anv American citizen." saic 

110,000 Japanese-Americans impris-
oned during the World War II when 
he challenged his internment 45 
years ago and when he again sought 
to have the case reopened in 1983. 

Yasui was a young lawyer when 
he walked into a Portland police sta-
tion and demanded to be arrested. 
He eventually spent nine months in 
solitary confinement and was 
stripped of his citizenship during his 
trial. 

In 1942, when the Oregon 
Supreme Court heard Yasui's case, 
it ruled against him, citing a Justice 
Department's claim that Japanese-
Americans as a racial group might 
be disloyal and might engage in 
espionage and sabotage. 

After the war in 1946, he took and 
1iassed U1c: Colora.l.o Stat,;, ~:u:. t"u~ 

·, ~is admisJ~o_n~w~s· ~is~llowed 
L>t::cause 01 ms cr,n,in,:11 i. 1c:cor.l 
caused by his wartime disobedience. 

He eventually appealed his case to 
the Colorado Supreme Court and 
was finally admitted. He practiced 
law in Denver and along with his 
wife, True, raised three daughters. 

Yasui and two other wartime liti-
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HOOD RIVER - In a quiet, moving memorial 

service Friday, about 200 family and friends 
mourned the death of Minoru Yasui, an Oregon 
native whose civil rights protests during World 
War II made hi m a n a t io n a l hero to 
Japanese-Americans. 

Yasui, who was born and raised in Hood River, 
died Nov. 12 in Denver, Colo., where he had been 
executive director of the Denver Commission on 
Community Relations for 16 years. He was 70. 

"Min Yasui became a hero to Japanese-Ameri-
cans by courageously challenging a blatantly dis-
criminatory government order dur ing the early 
years to the war," a niece, Robin Yasui, said in a 
eulogy in Asbury United Methodist Church. 

'·He was a young, 25-year-old lawyer who sin-
gle-handedly took on the most powerful govern-
ment in the world·for the sake of a sacred princi-

... l ,... ) I 
t_J.1.c.;, 

On March 28, 1942, Yasui was arrested in Port-
:c.:-~ C. [ 0:· p:.:.rpcsc ly dc~\·in; :. w.ilit:::~:,· :''l~f~•.... 
order enforced against persons of Japanese 
ancestry. 

Yasui believed the order was unconstitutional 
because it deprived the rights of a group of people 
without due process of law. The curfew was fol-
lowed by mass evac uati ons of 110,000 
Japanese-Americans living on the West Coast to 
interment centers. . , ,.. _ .• . . 

.. "I think he became-the~coriscience for all 'of 
us," said Frances Maeda of Portland, a longtime 

e 0 
family friend , "that we don't take our rights for 
granted." 

In a letter read at the service , Gov. Vic Atiyeh 
said that although the U.S. was engaged in W':l.r, it 
did not excuse government actions against loyal 
Americans of Japanese ancestry. 

"As one whose parents are born in another 
country, I have special feelings for Minoru Yasui 
and others like him who have struggled to main-
tain a principle thaL all Americans are entitled to 
stand proudly and equally under our Constitu-
tion." 

Cherry Kinoshita, nati9nal vice president for 
the Japanese American Citizens League, called 
Yasui "one of the nation's outstanding civil rights 
leaders.'· 

Although the group at first refused to support 
Yasui. ··In 1952 the JACL at long last recognized 
Min Yasui's courageous stance of detiance against 
the government and named him "Nisei of the 
Bi.c:,r:.iL:P.'l," Ki!:.oshi ta said. 

Yasui was convicted in federal district court in 
? 0r+l ~n~ f'Ar h; ~ ?,..!!0~ ?~ n t ~o f'""!!V~_~+in!'! ·nras 
upheld on appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court citing 
"military necessity" in 1943. 

Yasui's defiance cost him nine months of soli-
tary confinement in the Multnomah County Jail, 
followed by a transfer to the Minidoka Relocation 
Center in Idaho. 

It also temporarily cost him his U.S. citizen-
sl1i1>, hb ~tanding in the military, and it almost 

· cost him his livelihood - .:although.he passed,the 
Cc!cr::.dc B:rr with one of the highest scores ever 

s 
registered. He was admitted to the bar only after 
appealing to the Colorado Supreme Court. 

In 1982, the U.S. Commission on Wartime Relo-
cation and Internment of Civilians found that the 
curfew and evacuations were not based on mili-
tary necessity but rather were based on race prej-
udice, war hysteria and failure of political leader-
ship. 

But there remains a final, undone chapter in 
Yasui's life. Citing military records that were hid-
den from the 1943 Supreme Court showing the 
loyalty of Japanese-Americans, Yasui hoped to 
overturn the Supreme Court decision that upheld 
his conviction. 

It will have to be a fight carried on by others. 
Friday, Yasui was returned to a familiar place 

of apt>le orchards, a valley straddled by moun-
tains and fed by the Columbia River. 

"Min·s n,ut:, Ju gu ueeJJ in thb \a.iitY, .. said 
Rev. Barbara Bellus Upp of Asbury United Meth-
odist Church. "He was born here. and he was bap-
tized in this sanctuary." 
. ·s he said when Yasui visited Hood River 'in the 
summer for a family funeral, he said he wanted to 
be buried here . 

"He looked at the mountain, and he looked 
around at the valley (and said,) 'When the time 
comes this is where I want to be. This is my 
home,' " Upp said. 

Yasui was buried during a private family serv-
ice in Idlewilde Cemetery. He is survived by his 

·. wife, ~e, ·and thl;ee daughters, ,. Ips ,A Moinat, . • 
LallrPl n. Hawkins anrl Holly Yasui. 

https://Cc!cr::.dc
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arly po~g81an• : 
By ALAN K. OTA 

HOOD RIVER - Snow dots the dried 
brown turf of the Idlewild Cemetery in 
Hood River where a native son of Oregon 
returned last week after a long hiatus. 

Had a vote been taken when Mi11oru 
Y::isui left here in 1942, he might have 
been elected the 
Hoo d River man 
least li kely ever to 
return. 

Like oil and 
water, Hood River 
and Minoru Yasui 
pst did not rnL"\. 

During I.be war, 
me town would earn 
a reµutation among 
Japanese-Ameri-
,:an s fvr Olli! of the 
most virule nt OT/\:-trains of ·•riaiseki" 
--- hatred of Japanese -- in the United 
Sta tes. It became a center for acti vi.sm 
aimed at denying ,Japanese-Americans 
rights to own land and, ultimately, to 
e,·.ict them from the West Coast. 

Yasui, for his part, was the 
acid-tongued and sharp-witted young 
attorney who risked his future and his 
reputation to challenge the U.S. govern-
ment' s wart i me curfew f or 
Japanese-Americans in 1942. 

For Yasui and most of his family --
like many Japanese-Americans - the dis-
location of World War II would result in 
scattering to far corm•rs of the Uni.ted 
States. 

stones and tl1,: flutt)r •of blackbirds over-
1head. 1 

Yasui's asLes lie ,mrir d beneath a pair 
of giant ced,.rs, ai; he had requested, 
beside the memorial mar i<er for his moth-
er and fath er. Acro3s ,the cemetery, not -~ 
far away, lies the grave of the exclusion 
advocate, Sho,,make:. j 

Merlin Bergum, the: c,1metery manag- 1 
er, says wartime m el}wries have long · j 
since faded in town. "Time takes care of 
that. It dwindles out," lie said. 

With his de,1th Nov,. 12, Yasui left one ' 
unfinished chapter in his life story. 

After leaving Oregon, Yasui wen t to 
Colorado, where as a la;,Vyer, and later as 
executive director of the. Denver Commis-
sion for Community Hel?,t lons, he became 
involved in a succe:,sion of civil rights 
causes. 

Then in 198:1, 40 yean after leaving, 
Yasui returned to Oregon ,md to the legal 
case that ha(I r,een s,l cen tral to his life. . ! 
He filed a pei iric,n in l '.S. I istrict Court in 
Portland seeking to overtu rn his wartime 
conviction fur the ci. rfe'w violation and 
obtain a cottd : uling on tl e key element 
in his original case -- the I onstitutionali-
ty of wartime• r,-strictions 1 laced on Japa-
nese-Amcricarn-. 

U.S. District Judge• Rot ert A. Belloni 
ruled in his fav,ir in ~984 l>y voiding the 
conviction, but lie di: missed the rest of 
the case. 

Yasui and his attorneys J iled an appeal 
but, now, it may well b,J tha t Yasui will be 
denied this last vict,Jry. Nov. 26, two 
weeks after Yasui 's death. the office of 
U.S. Attorney Charles a:. 'l'urner file_d a 

8:1.., WA IN+dl'C- ,..In the case of the Yasuis 
and others fr om Hood In ldlewild Cemetery,·nothing 
H.i\•er, there w1s a particu-
larly good reason not to remains of the hatred c,nd 
rewrn. As author Lauren anguish of that tirne.Kessler noted in a Dec. 7 
article in Northwest 
lilcegazine, the departure of the Japanese-
Americans marked the beginning of a 
new movement among Hood River people 
to keep them from coming back. 

Kent Shoemaker. a former Hood River 
:~o:,nty clerk, ran full-page newspaper 
,lli\ :rU sements signed, "Yours for a Hood 
Ri , \'r without a Jap." More that 1,500 peo-
1'l r• ,igncd i,ctitions supporting their per-
r,i;tu'm excluswn. 

Now, 40 years later, in Idlewild Ceme-
tery, nothing rcrnains of the hatred and 
a11,;uish of that time. There is only the 
blowing of icy wi.nd across the tomb-

Alan K. Ota is a staif writer for The 
Or, i·oni·w. .' / 1 . " 
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motion seeking dismissal:of that case on 
grounds that It had become moot. 

Yasui's daugh ter, Holly Yasui, said 
this week that the case had become the 
important thing in Yas11i's life before he 
died, th;it he had not b,)en s 1tisfied with 
llis owu exoneration h1tt so 1ght a court 
ruling to prevent futun eva1uations and 
curfews aimed ,1t rni11<1riti,,s. She said 
that if Turner's motion t, UCCf ~ds, she will 
try to carry the case with his lawyer, 
Peggy Nagae, to th,, U.S Sup reme Court. 
as her father would have wan ted. 

"When 1 think about ,ny.frther, I keep 
reminding myself that j , 's IlE·ver too late 
to do anything,' ' Holl:v '{asu i said. "It's 
nol too late to do things ,, bout injustices." 
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Yasui dies Minoru 
Yasui, an Oregon native wtw 
fought for the rights of Japa-
nese-Americans, has died of 
"::incer. He was 70. Page D18 

Yasui, who fought \AJWII curfew, internship, dies 
Photo on Page .One 

By JOHN SNELL 'l / ,..A/ / W -
otTne_orego~ia~~•a~ •. • .t ~I .;-~.,. 
· Mmoru Yasui, an Oregon native who pio-

nee red the tight for the rights O f 
Japanese-Americans during World War II, died 
of cancer Wednesday in a Denver hospital. 
Yasui, a retired attorney, was 70. 

During the war, Yasui spent nine months in 
solitary confinement i.n the Multnomah County 
Jail and i:nore than a year in detention camps 

said of his rlecision to violate the order of the 
Western Defense Command during the war. "It 

.,,::,vas a ~<1:ttero~·~cte.~ sm.-:; ,, . . .,, A .. 

"" ~Born and raised m H<>@. Rivet, '1'asm attend-
ect the Universny of Oregon and graduated from 
its law school in 1939. 

"Because ofracial prejudice, he couldn't get a 
job around here," recalled Walter Sakai of Port: 
land, a longtime friend. Sakai said Yasui went to 
Chicago and worked in the Japanese consul's 
office, and when the war broke out, returned to 

after he intentionally wandered tlie·· streets of Portl'.1nd and tried to enlist.He found that the 

munity Relations Service gavP him the Award 
for Public Service. In 1983 he received the E.B. 
.l'vl?,c~,a~ght?n. Ciyi).~~ be:t;,ti~s Awar~ trom,,the 
Atiterlcan Civil L1b#'tties Umon of Oregon. , 

..There are a few great men in our country 
who are totally unselfish in their commitment 
to fairness and justice," said Helen Louise 
White Peterson, the 1987 chairwoman of the 
Episcopal Church's National Committee on 
Indian Work and a friend of Yasui's now living 
in Portland. "He was one. He truly served 
humanity." 

~ dafter ·t.qE) 8 p.m. ~'tifi,lhe.Mp~ ~'!qn~·.,!~r:vi~swoul~'ttakehirni).,t , N • Yasui is s~yiv~ 0 by~ wi1e~\~~Den- ,
Y~'beipg ~ , d-~o~ ¢might t l'ifille~i ta., ~ :W At-o . poin I .. asm~i~\rit:~ itlz~ , 'hilf,:· ~t;;liree da~hfe~ :inf ~dfn4t.'.¥1!!-et.~ s¥ 

Yasui 'spent the remainder of his. life appeal-
,ing his arrest and incarceration. In 1983 he 
sought in federal court to have his conviction 
and sentence declared ·unconstitutional. The 
conviction and indictment were dismissed, but' 
Yasm appealed to press the issue of constitu-
tional rights:- That appeal is pending. 

Yasui was interned under what .was then 
known as Public Law 503, which said that 
anyone who knowi ngly disobeyed a military 
order was subject to certain penalties. 

"It was not an intelligent thing to do," Yasui 

was revo rnd be~e of fu~ assoc1at1~n v.'1nf)he and Holly Yasui, all of Denver; three broth(lri, 
Japanese consuL · . \ . '·. ·•. Dr. Ray T. Yasui. of Hood River1 Robert Yasufigf 
./After (he war; Yas4i moved 'to Den_ver. In \ Williamsport , Pa., and Homet,Yasui ,of,Por\i 

· 1946, he helped found the Urban ~ague·of-Den- land; two sisters, -.Michi J\ndo of Denver and 
ver and in 1967, began a 16-year term as execu- . Yuka Fujikura of Rockville , Md.; and five 
tive.clirector of the Deriver Commission on·Com- · grandchildren. '; · 
munity Relations. , ; . 

Yasui helped f?und tlie 1:,atin Americah 
Research and Service Agency m 1965 -and three 
years later he lped form the Denver Native 
Americans United. 

In 1964 the U.S. Department of Justice's Com-

, . 
'•Funeral wiffbe af2 p.m. Sunday in Fairriiont 

Mortuary ir_i Denver. ' ·-· ,_ ,4 
The family suggests that remembrances be 

contributions be given to the Minoru Yasui 
memorial fund in care of Fairmont Mortuary in 
Denver. 

https://tifi,lhe.Mp
https://dafter�t.qE
https://enlist.He
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... because prejudice and discrimination stil l exist . .. in the schools where our children are 
denied their histo ry . .. in the office where promotions evade us in spite of our labor. . in 
government where ou r inte rests and.concerns are often overlooked 1nd we are regarded a:;; 
second-class c itizens. 
The problems touch us all .. . and where the effo rts of the individual are lost, there is power in 
group action . . . we need each other. 

There are no easy answers or simple solutions, but there is JACL. 

JACL is many things. Our history is one of service. JACL has spoken out against injustices 
against Japanese Americans and in the process has served to protect the rights and libert ies 
of al l peoples. In communities across the country, JACL has been acti_ve in preserving the rich 
Japanese American heritage while applying the best of those cultu ral tradit ions to the enrich-
ment of American life . JACL is committed to building a positive and productive future for all 
Americans. 

"Better Americans in a Greater America" 
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INTRODUCTION 

" o person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property without 
clue process oi law. The accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial by an impartial jury and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation." These protections are guar-
anteed in the 5th and 6th Amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States oi America. 

However, during 1942-46, some 77,000 American citizens of 
Japanese ancestry and 43,000 Japanese nationals, most of w hom 
were permanent U.S. residents, were summarily deprived of lib-
crtv and property without criminal charges, and without trial of 
any kind. Several persons were also violently deprived of life. All 
persons of Japanese ancestry on the West Coast were expelled 
from their homes and Lonfined in inland detention camps. The 
sole basis ior these act ions was ancestry-citizenship, age, loyalty, 
or innocence of wrongdoing did not matter. Japanese Americans 
were the only ones singled out for mass incarceration. German 
and Italian nationals, and American citizens of German and Italian 
ancestries were not imprisoned en masse. 

This episode was one of the worst blows to constitutional liber-
ties that the American people have ever sustained. Many Ameri-
cans iind it difficult to understand how such a massive injustice 
could have occurred in a democratic nation. This booklet will 
attempt to explain how and why it happened, and what can be 
done to amel iorate the effects of that mistake. Professor Eugene V. 
Rostow once wrote: "Until the wrong is acknowledged and made 
right we shal l have failed to meet the responsibility of a demo-
cratic society-the obligation of equal justice." 
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ROOT CAUSES 

The seed s of prejudice which resulted in the incarceration of Japa-
nese Americans during World War II were sown nearly a century 
earlie r when the first immigrants from Asia arrived during the Cali-
iornia Gold Rush. California was then a law less frontier territory. 
W hite immigrants from the Eastern United States had just suc-
ceeded in wresting control of the territory from Mexico, and had 
brie fl y proclaimed an independent Republic of California. 

Mexico was forced to cede California to the United States in 
1848, and almost simultaneously gold was discovered in the Sierra 
Nevada foothills. Immigrants from the Eastern states, and from all 
over the world, rushed to Ca li fornia during 1848-49. There was 
intense, often violent competition for control of the gold mines, 
and ultimately for control of the Territory of California. 

About 25% of the miners in California during the Gold Rush 
came from China. The English-speaking newcomers who had pre-
viously established dominance over the Native, Spanish, and Mexi-
can Californians were in no mood to tolerate further competition. 
Usi ng acts of terrorism-mass murder and arson-the wh ite new-
comers drove the Chinese out of the mining areas. 

When California became a state in 1850, lawless violence against 
the Chinese was transformed into legal discrimination. Official 
government prejudice against Asian Americans thus became estab-
1 ished . Art icle 19 of the Californ ia State Constitution authorized 
c ities to total ly expel or restrict Chinese persons to segregated 
areas, and prohibited the employment of Chinese persons by pub-
lic agencies and corporations. Other federal , state or local laws or 
court decisions at various times prohibited the Chinese from: be-
coming c itizens or voting, testify ing in court against a white per-
son, engaging in licensed businesses and professions, attending 
school wi th whites, and marrying whites. Chinese persons alone 
were required to pay special taxes, and a major source of revenue 
for many c ities, counties and the State of California came from 
these assessments against the Chinese. 
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Despite such barriers, there were more opportunities in Cali-
fornia than in poverty-stricken China, and more Chinese immi-
grants arrived. But with the much larger influx of white immigrants 
from Eastern states and Europe, the proportion of Chinese persons 
in Cal iiorn ia dropped to 10% of the population. 

Big business recrui ted Chinese workers for menial labor, but 
wh ite labor unions agitated for the removal of all Chinese persons 
from California. The rally ing cry for whi te labo r leaders became: 
"The Chinese must go !" White elected officials soon joined the 
exclusion movement and pressured the federal government to stop 
immigration from Ch ina. In response to the California lobby, Con-
gress passed a series of Chinese Exclusion Acts beginning in 1882. 
The Cal ifornia pressure groups won their first campaign to exclude 
an Asian minority. 

JAPANESE ARRIVE 

As the Chinese population rapidly declined due to the lack oi 
women and the men returning to China, an acute labor shortage 
developed in the Western states and the Territory of Hawaii in the 
1880s. The agricultural industry wanted another group of laborers 
w ho would do the menial work at low wages, and looked to 
Japan as a new source. At that time, however, Japan prohibited 
laborers from leaving the country. The United States pressured 
Japan to relax the ban on labor emigration, and Japan conse-
quently al lowed laborers to leave in 1884. 

The American agricultural industry recruited Japanese laborers 
to work in the sugar cane fields of Hawaii, and the fruits and vege-
table farms of California. From the handful who were here prior to 
the Chinese Exclusion Act, the Japanese population increased to 
about 61,000 in Hawaii and 24,000 on the mainland by 1900. The 
Japanese replaced the Chinese as the largest non-w hite ethnic 
group in the West Coast and Hawaii. 
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As long as the Japanese remained docile, their hard labor was 
welcomed, bu t as soon as they showed signs of initiative they 
were perceived as threats to w hite dominance. Japanese farm 
laborers, together w ith Mexican farm laborers, conducted the first 
successful agricu ltural strike in California in 1903. Japanese farm 
laborers were well organized and engaged in collective bargain-
ing ior higher wages: many saved enough money to lease or buy 
land. 

The Japanese farmers recla imed much of the unwanted land 
and developed it into rich agricultural areas. In California, Japa-
nese farmers produced 50-90 % of some fruits and vegetables 
despite operating only 4% of the farmlands. Envy led to hate, and 
the prevai ling anti-Asian animosities became focused on the Japa-
nese. 

The anti-Japanese campa ign began wi th acts of violence and 
law lessness: mob assaults, arson, and forcible expulsion from 
farming areas became commonplace. Soon these prejudices be-
came institutionized into law. As w ith the earlier Chinese pio-
neers, the Japanese were also denied c itizenship, prohibited from 
certain occupations, forced to send their children to segregated 
schools, and could not marry whites. In addit ion, some laws werE:, 
specifica lly directed aga inst the Japanese, including the denial of 
the right to own, lease, or give gifts of agricultural land. 

Like the Chinese exclusion moveme11t before, California lobbied 
the federa l government to stop all immigration from Japan. As a 
result oi these pressures, Japanese laborers were excluded by ex-
ecutive action in 1907, and al l Japanese immigration for perma-
nent residence was prohibited by the Asian Exclusion Act of 1924. 
Japan considered the Exclusion Act a national insult, particu larly 
since the U nited States had insisted upon Japanese immigration in 
the iirst place. President Theodore Roosevelt once remarked: " The 
infernal fools in California insult the Japanese recklessly and in the 
event of war it wil l be the nation as a whole which w ill pay the 
consequences." 

To the dismay of the exclusionists, the Japanese population did 
not quickly decrease as the Chinese population did earlier. There 
were suffic ient numbers of Japanese women pioneers who gave 
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birth to an American-born generation, and families decided to 
make the United States their permanent home. As the exclusion1~ts 
intensiiied their efforts to get rid of the Japanese, their campaign 
was enhanced by the de, elopment of a powerful new weapon-

the mass media. 

ewspapers, radio, and motion pictures stereotyped Japanese 
Ameri cans as untrust\Vorthy and unassimilable. The media did not 
recogn ize the fact that a large number of persons oi Japanese 
ancestry living in the United States were American citizens. As 
Japan became a military power, the media falsely depicted Japa-
nese Americans as agents for Japan. ewspapers inflamed the 
"Yellow Peri I" myths on the West Coast; radio, movies and com1C 
strips spread the disease oi prejudice throughout the United States. 

Trapped in segregated neighborhoods and with no access to the 
media, Japanese Americans were unable to counteract the false \ 
stereotypes. Even though those born in the United States were cul-
turally American, spoke English fluently, and were well educated 
they faced almost insurmountable discrimination in emplo) ment, 
housing. public accommodations and socia l interaction. 

OUTBREAK OF WAR 

It is difficult to pinpoint exactly when World War 11 began. Ger-
many and Japan became military powers in the 1930s and began 
their conquests by annexing neighboring nations by sheer intimi-
dation. Actually military conflic ts broke out in Asia when Japan 
invaded China in 1937, and in Europe when Germany in,aded 

Poland in 1939. 

As Germany overran the European continent and drove into 
Africa and the Soviet U nion, and Japan likewise in Asia and South-
east Asia, the Uni ted States was placed under tremendous pressure 
to enter the war. In July 1941 , the United States together \\ith 
Britain and the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia} imposed a total em-

bargo on exports to Japan, thus effectively cutting off Japan's oil 
suppl y. 

The United State had broken Japan's top secret code and was 
aware ui the oi l crisis in Japan and the probability of armed con-
flict. Consequently , the U.S. government undertook certain pre-
cautionary measures. In October 1941 , the State Department dis-
patched a special investigator, Curtis 8. Munson, to check on the 
disposition of the Japanese American communities on the West 
Coast and Hawaii. 

In ovember 1941 , Munson submitted a confidential report to 
the President and the Secretary of State which certified that Japa-
nese Americans possessed an extraordinary degree of loyalty to 
the United States, and immigrant Japanese were of no danger. 
Munson's findings were corroborated by years of secret surveil-
lance conducted by the Federa l Bureau of Investigation (FBI} and 

avy Intelligence. Both the FBI and Navy Intelligence reported 
there were a few potential extremists identified but almost l 00% 
of the Japanese American population was perfectly trustworthy. 
High U.S. goverment and military officials were aware of these 
intelligence reports, but they kept them secret from the public. 

Japan's military forces attacked the U.S. military bases near 
Honolulu, Territory oi H awaii, and near Manila, Territory of the 
Philippines, on December 7, 1941 (U.S. Time), and the United 
States declared war on the fo llowing day. 

Many people who are unfamiliar with the histori cal background 
have assumed that the attack on Hawaii was the cause of, or 
justification for, the mass incarceration of Japanese Americans on 
the West Coast. But that assumption is contradicted by one glaring 
iact: the Japanese Americans in Hawai i were not similarly incar-
cerated en masse. Such a massive injustice could not have occurred 
without the prior history of prejudice and lega l discrimination. 
Actually it was the culmination of the movement to eliminate 
Asians irom the West Coast which began nearly 100 years earlier. 

The FBI was well prepared for the war and arrested over 2,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry throughout the United States and 
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Terri tories of Alaska and H awaii w ithin a few days after the decla-
ration of war. Nearly all of these arrestees were Japanese nationals, 
but some American cit izens were included. 

No charge of espionage, sabotage, or any other crime was ever 
f iled against these arrestees. They were apprehended only because 
they were thought to be "suspic ious" persons in the opinion of the 
FBI. Ev idently, anyone who was a community leader was "suspi-
c ious" to the FBI because almost all of the arrestees were organi-
zation officers, Buddhist or Shinto priests, newspaper edi tors, lan-
guage or judo school instructors, o r labor o rganizers. The estab-
lished leadership of the Japanese American community was w iped 
out. Inexperienced teen-agers and young adults were suddenly 
thrust into the position of making cruc ial decisions affecting the 
entire Japanese American community. 

Men were taken away w ithout notice, and their families were 
left without a means of livelihood. Most fam ilies had no idea of 
why their men were arrested, where they were taken, or for how 
long. Some arrestees were released after a few weeks, but most 
were secretly transported to one of 26 internment or isolation 
camps scattered in 16 states plus the Territories of Alaska and 
H awaii. 

Some fami lies did not learn for years w hat happened to their 
loved ones. Most internees were eventually re-united w ith their 
fami l ies, but only within another barbed w ire compound-the 
mass detention camps w here their fam ilies had been sent in the 
m eantime. Some, however, were confined in these special prison 
camps for the durat ion of the war, together w ith the Central and 
South American Japanese w ho were brought in for internment at 
the insistence of the United States. 

Perhaps due to the swift action of the FBI, there was very little 
public panic, hysteria, or irrational ity for the first month of the 
war. In fact, public opinion was remarkably enlightened: some 
newspapers even publi shed editorials and letters sympathetic to 
Japanese Americans, and some elected officials urged the general 
public not to b lame or harm Japanese Americans. 
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The white economic interests in Cali fornia, however, were not 
satisfied w ith the arrests of individuals, and the fact that domestic 
security was under firm control. They wanted the entire Japanese 
American population eliminated from Ca lifornia. The same pres- . 
sure groups and newspapers that agitated so long for Japanese 
exclusion organ ized an intense rumor and hate campaign. Totall y 
fa lse stories were published about spies and saboteurs among the 
Japanese Americans. The war became the perfect pretext for the 
anti-Japanese groups to accomplish the goal they had been seek-
ing for almost 50 years. 

The truth was that ·no person of Japanese ancestry living in the 
Un ited States or Terri tories of Alaska and H awai i was ever cha rged 
with, or convicted of esp ionage or sabotage. On the other hand, 
numerous persons of non-Japanese ancestry were charged and 
convicted as agents for Japan. 

Because of the long background of prejudice and stereotypes, 
the public found it easy to believe the false stories. High federal 
officials knew the facts, but they kept silent. By m id-January 1942, 
publ ic opinion began to turn against the Japanese Americans. 
Elected officials, c ity councils, and civic organizations in Cal i-
fo rnia, Oregon and Washington demanded the ouster and incar-
ceration of all Japanese Americans. 

Earl Warren, then attorney general of California, made the in-
credible statement that the very absence of fifth column activ ities 
by Japanese Americans was confirmation that such actions were 
planned for the future. Warren also c laimed American citizens of 
Japanese ancestry were more dangerous than nationals of Japan. 

There were a few isolated acts of v iolence committed against 
Japanese Americans, but there was no reason to bel ieve the enti re 
Japanese American popu lation was in danger. If there were any 
threats, it was the job of local pol ice and sheriff departments to 
provide protection. Also many Japanese Americans were perfect ly 
wi ll ing to take whatever risk necessary to protect their home and 
property. 
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EXPULSION AND DETENTION 
Like the immigration exclusion campaigns before, the Cali fornia 
lobby pressured the iederal government to remove and/or lock up 
all Japanese Americans. O regon and W ashington supported Cali-
forn ia's demands, but the rest of the nation was generally uncon-
cerned about the tiny Japanese American minority. There ,.. ere 
m any important and rea l war problems needing attention, but the 
West Coast pressure groups seemed preoccupied with the elimi-
nation o f Japanese Americans. 

Pres ident Franklin Roosevelt eventually y ielded to the pressures 
from Califo rnia and signed Executive Order 9066 on February 19, 
1942. Roosevelt signed the order despite objec tions from Attorney 
General Franc is Biddle, w ho felt it w as unconstitutional and FBI 
Di rector J. Edgar Hoover, who fe lt it was unnecessary. ' 

Executive O rder 9066 broadly autho rized any military com-
m ander to exclude any person from any area. The presidential 
o rder did not mention any specific group, nor did it provide for 
detention. How ever, there w as an understanding among high offi-
c ials that the autho rization was to be used for the purpose of re-
moving and incarcerating the Japanese Americans. Also due to the 
lobby ing from Cali forni a, Congress backed the Executive Order by 
pass ing Public Law 77-503, w hich authorized a civil prison term 
and fine for a c iv ilian convicted of violating a military order. 

General John L. DeWitt, military commander o f the Western 
Defense Command, thereupon issued a series of over 100 mil ital) 
? rders apply ing exclusively to c iv ilians of Japanese ancestry living 
rn the West Coast states. The sole basis for DeWitt's orders w as 
ance~~ry; he was often quoted as stating : " A Jap's a Jap. It makes 
no d rtference w hether the Jap is a c itizen or no t." He further 
masked the issue of c itizen rights by using the term " non-alien" to 
refer to United States c itizens in all of his written orders. 

It should be no ted that martial law was not declared on the West 
Coast ; the writ o f habeas corpus was not suspended ; the civ il 
courts were in full operation, and anyone charged with espionage 
or sabotage could have been brought to trial. It also should be 
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remembered that o f the 1,100,000 nationals of enemy nation s 
liv ing in the United States in 1942, less than 4% were Japanese 
nationals. 

DeW i tt i irst announced that all persons of Japanese ancestry 
must leave the W estern half of the West Coast states and the 
Southern half of Arizona, and urged the affected people to move 
inland "voluntaril y." Approximately 10,000 tried to comply, 
mostly moving in w ith relatives in the Eastern half o f the West 
Coast states and interior states. Many, however, were forced to 
tu rn back by hostile crowds and armed posses. 

American ci tizens oi Japanese ancestry were placed under cur-
iew, inc luded w ith nationals of Japan, Germany and Italy. Ameri-
can c itizens of German and Italian ancestries were not restricted in 
any way. 

DeWitt then announced that all persons of Japanese ancestry 
would be expelled from the Eastern half of the West Coast states as 
wel l and prohibited from any further "voluntary" migration. He 
ordered them to maintain their residences until ordered to report for 
detention. Beginning in M arch 1952, DeWitt o rdered al l persons of 
lapanese ancestry in California, plus parts of Arizona, Oregon and 
VVashington to turn themselves in at a temporary detention camp 
near their homes. 

The rat ionale for these actions on the West Coast was " military 
necessity," but such a c laim w as inconsistent wi th the fact that 
Japanese Americans in Hawaii were not similarly subjected to 
w holesa le and indiscriminate incarceration. Haw aii w as 3,000 
m iles c loser to the enemy, and in far greater danger of invasion 
and sabotage. The military commander in Hawaii decided that 
"military necessity" there required the vast majority o f Japanese 
Americans to remain free to help mainta in the islands' economy. 

Like the initial FBI roundups on the mainland, some Japanese 
nationals in H awaii were imprisoned on an ind ividual basis and 
held in prison camps on the islands or transferred to the mass 
detention or smaller internment camps on the mainland. Only 1 % 
oi the H aw aii Japanese population was incarcerated. 

13 



DeWitt's detention orders were ostensibly for the purpose of 
protecting the West Coast against sabotage and espionage, but 
babies, orphans, adopted children, the infirm and bedridden el-
derly were also imprisoned. Children of multiple ancestry were 
included if they had any Japanese ancestry at all. Colonel Karl 
Bendetsen, who directly admin istered the program, stated: "I am 
determined that if they have one drop of Japanese blood in them, 
they must go to camp." 

Non-Japanese spouses, adoptive parents, and orphanage direc-
tors were forced to surrender their ch ildren for incarceration or 
enter the camp themselves. The only exceptions were for those 
confined in prisons or asylums, and the few adults with 1 / 32 or 
less Japanese ancestry who could prove they had no contact what-
soever with other persons of Japanese ancestry. 

There were 15 temporary detention camps scattered throughout 
Arizona, California, Oregon and Washington. They were mostly 
county fairgrounds, race tracks, and livestock exhibition halls 
hastily converted into detention camps w ith barbed w ire fences, 
search lights and guard towers. Each camp held about 5,000 de-
tainees, except for the Santa Anita Race Track near Los Angeles 
which held over 18,000 and Mayer, Arizona which held only 247. 
Living quarters consisted of horse stalls, some with manure still 
inside. 

Japanese Americans had to leave their homes with only a few 
days notice and could take only what they could carry with them. 
Property had to be hurriedly sold, abandoned, given away, left in 
insecure storage or unpredictable trusts. Crops were left unhar-
vested. Many lost titles to homes, businesses and farmlands be-
cause taxes and mortgage payments became impossible to pay. 
Bank accounts had al ready been frozen or confiscated as "enemy 
as?ets," and there was little source of income within the camps. 

The incarceration of Japanese Americans was accomplished dis-
trict by district over a five month period. DeWitt methodically 
issued detention orders almost daily, each applying to a new 
locale. As the orders progressed through the Eastern half of Cali-
fornia, Japanese Americans in the Eastern halves of Oregon and 

Washington fully expected thei r turn would be next. They stripped 
their possessions dow n to the bare essentials that they could carry, 
just as the others had been requ ired to do. They lived day to day 
unsettled under the constant threat of imminent proscription, but 
the actual detention orders never came. 

Government actions also encouraged private harassment: for 
example, in one town outside the official expulsion area, the entire 
Japanese American community was boycotted and forced to leave 
town. 

In June 1942 the U.S. Navy won a decisive victory at the Battle 
of M idway and the tide of war sh ihed in favor of the United States. 
Japan was no longer m i litarily capable of attacking the West Coast, 
or even Hawaii. The U.S. government and military were aware of 
this fact, but they relentless ly went ahead w ith plans to build 
permanent mass detention facilities in the interior desert and 
swamp regions. 

At great cost and despite the critical shortage of materials, the 
government built 10 mass detention camps in the isolated areas of 
Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Idaho, Utah and Wyo-
ming. The vast majority of Japanese Americans were moved from 
the temporary detention camps near thei r hometowns to the per-
manent camps several hundred miles away after the threat of inva-
sion had vanished. Each of the permanent camps held some 12,000 
Japanese Americans, and a total of about 120,000 Japanese Ameri-
cans were ultimately detained. 

The inland camps were located in desolate areas and were sur-
rounded by a high barbed wire fence, sometimes two such fences, 
sometimes electrified. Guard towers were placed at strategic inter-/. vals, and any Japanese American leaving without permission wasr shot. Dozens of detainees and internees were shot and wounded, 
and eight were killed by guards (1 at Central Utah, 1 at Gila River, 
2 at Manzanar, 1 at Tule Lake, 2 at Lordsburg, 1 at Fort Sill). Liv ing 
quarters were crowded and there was no privacy. Large extended 
families or groups of unrelated indiv iduals were squeezed into tiny 
unpartitioned 16 x 20 feet units. 
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Japanese Americans were known for their pride in rarely having 
been on welfare or locked up in prisons, but the camps relegated 
them into wards of the government guarded by armed soldiers. 
Fathers were no longer the family breadwinners; parents lost con-
trol of their children, and families rarely ate meals together. Many 
were terrified because of the unpredictable future and the hope-
lessness of the situation . Many did not expect to come out alive. 

Overwhelming despair caused some detainees to commit sui-
cide. Many more died prematurely due to inadequate medical 
facilities and the harsh env ironment. 

All incoming and outgoing communications were censored, in-
c luding persona l letters and newspapers. All internal communica-
ti ons were strictly controlled by the camp administration. The 
Japanese language was banned at public meetings, and the Bud-
dhist and Shinto religions were suppressed. 

While the Japanese Americans were incarcerated, and unknown 
to them at the time, some members of Congress and the State 
Department proposed legislation or executive action to strip all 
native-born A meri cans of Japanese ancestry of their citizenship 
and deport them to Japan after the war. Other elected officials 
demanded that the imprisoned Japanese Americans be used as 
reprisal targets for the mistreatment of American prisoners of war. 
One member of Congress even proposed a mandatory sterilization 
program. Fortunately, none of these extreme measures was taken. 

H owever, another form of ind ignity was imposed on the de-
tainees in February 1943. After being imprisoned for nearly a year, 
all detainees 17 years of age and older were requ ired to answer a 
questionnaire indicating their loyalty to the United States and their 
w illingness to serve in the U.S. armed forces. It was an audacious 
act for the government to requ ire such an oath from people already 
locked up. 

Due to the insensitive wording, Japanese nationals were asked, 
in effect, to renounce the only c itizenship they could have (since 
they were prohibited from becoming U.S. c itizens) and render 
themselves stateless. American c itizens were asked to falsely in-
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criminate themselves by "foreswearing" an allegiance to Japan-
an allegiance they never had. Women and elderly persons were 
asked to serve on "combat duty whenever ordered." 

Despite all the confusion, fear, anger, bitterness and incongru-
ity, the majority of detainees affirmatively signed the oath. This did 
not mean, however, that the minority who refused to cooperate 
were any less loyal or patriotic. Some highly principled individuals 
ielt their fundamental constitut ional rights should be restored be-
fore sign ing. Under the circumstances of a prison camp environ-
ment, the loyalty questionnaire did not measure a person's true 
loyalty. 

The detainees tried to make the dreary camps halfway tolerable 
by foraging scrap materials to make furniture and room partitions. 
They used indigenous p lants to make gardens, an~ _surplus mate-
rials or adobe to build schools and recreation facil 1t1es. Detainees 
also operated their own camp farms, and many camps became 
seli-supporting in food. 

Detainees volunteered to relieve the critica l farm labor shortage 
in the Mountain Plains area and were granted seasonal work 
leaves. Others were given leaves to fill labor shortage in Midwest 
and East Coast factories, and college students were granted educa-
tional leaves. But these leaves were a form of parole: they were 
not free to go or do anything they wanted, and had to periodically 
report to government offic ials. During 1943 and 1944, about 33% 
oi the detainees, mostly young single men and women, were con-
ditionally released on various forms of leaves or for military duty. 
The other 67% remained in the camps for the duration of the war. 

When the U nited States entered the war in 1941, there were 
about 5,000 Japanese Americans in the armed forces, but many 
were summari ly discharged as unsu itable for service. Japanese 
Americans were c lassified by the Selective Service System asJ 
"enemy" nationals (4C) ineligible for service. Thousands of Japa-
nese Americans volunteered for duty but were refused enlistment. 

The armed forces, however, soon discovered the need for Japa-
nese language specialists, and started to recruit Japanese Amer_i-
cans for the Mi l itary Inte lligence Service and Office of Strategic 
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Services in June 1942. The Selective Service System was bypassed, 
and the fact that Japanese Americans were serving with the U.S. 
armed forces in the Pacific Theater was not made public knowl-
edge. Japanese American soldiers in Asia and the Pacific Islands 
worked primarily as translators, but engaged in combat whenever 
the need arose. By obtaining crucial military intelligence, the 
Japanese American soldiers are generally credited with having 
shortened the Pacific war by two years. 

In January 1943, the U.S. War Department announced that 
Japanese American volunteers wou ld be accepted for combat duty 
in Europe. Most of the volunteers came from Hawaii, but there were 
also thousands who volunteered from w ithin the mass detention 
camps on the mainland. The volunteers were assigned to a segre-
gated Japanese American unit-the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team. The 442nd eventually became the most decorated Ameri-
can unit to fight in World War II for its size and length of service. 

In January 1944, the Selective Service System started to draft 
Japanese American men, even though they were still incarcerated 
in the camps. Some 33,000 Japanese Americans served in the U.S. 
armed forces during World War II, 6,000 of them in the Pacific 
Theater. Some Japanese American soldiers in the combat zones 
were much more concerned about the treatment of their families 
still incarcerated behind barbed wire fences in the United States 
than they were about the enemy firepower they faced. 

THE SUPREME COURT 

While the majority of Japanese Americans complied with the mili-
tary orders as a means of demonstrating their loyalty to the United 
States, there were many equally patriotic individuals who decided 
to challenge the discriminatory orders on constitutional grounds. 
As a means of testing the orders in the courts, over 100 Japanese 
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Americans deliberately violated one or more of the orders and 
invited arrest. But the government was apprehensive about a judi-
cial review and declined to prosecute most of these violators. 

Instead, the government carefully selected for prosecution three 
individuals who did not appear to have the backing of any Japa-
nese American organization. Minoru Yasui was charged with v io-
lating the curfew, Gordon Hirabayashi with violating the curfew 
and refusing to report for detention, and Fred Korematsu for failing 
to report for detention. All three men were convicted in the federal 
courts for variously disobeying mil itary orders and sentenced to 
prison terms under Public Law 77-503. The legal issues were 
slightly different in each case; the three appealed to the U.S. Court 
of Appeals and their cases were ultimately heard by the Supreme 
Court. 

On the other hand, Mitsuye Endo cooperated with the military 
orders, but when she found herself detained against her will with-
out charges, she sought a writ of habeas corpus in July 1942. 
Habeas corpus cases are supposed to be adjudged promptly, but 
the federal district court took a fu ll year before announcing the 
decision denying Endo's plea for release. Endo appealed, but again, 
the Court of Appeals took another year before forwarding her case 
to the Supreme Court. 

All four Japanese American appellants argued that the military 
o rders were unconstitutional when applied to citizen civilians, 
and the government conceded that the appellants were loyal ci ti-
zens who had not committed any crimes other than to challenge 
the military orders. 

Regretfully, judges, and even justices of the Supreme Court, 
were not immune from the prejudices of the times, and the judicial 
system failed in its constitutional responsibility to protect citizens 
against abuses by the executive and legislative branches. 

In Hirabayashi and Yasui v. U.S. (320 US 81, 115), the Supreme 
Court ruled that a curfew may be imposed against one group of 
American citizens based solely on ancestry. In Korematsu v. U.S. 
(323 US 215), the Supreme Court further decided that one group of 
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citizens may be singled out and expelled from their homes and 
imprisoned for several years without tr ial, again based solely on 
ancestry. The Court refused to question military judgment, or the 
validi ty of military orders applied to civilians without a declara-
tion of martial law. 

The Supreme Court justified these decisions by reiterating the 
false stereotypes about Japanese Americans which had permeated 
white American thinking. The justices argued, without any found-
ation in fact, that Japanese Americans we(e inherently more dan-
gerous to national security than other people merely because of 
their ancestry. The Court ignored the constitutional guarantees of 
clue process and equal protection of law, and v iolated the basic 
principle of American justice that guilt and punishment must be 
individual, i.e. , the inalienable rights to life, liberty and property 
cannot be deprived except upon conviction of an indiv idual 's own 
wrongdoing- not the wrongdoing of others, nor of a group. Justice 
Robert Jackson stated in dissent: " The Court for all time has va li-
dated the principle of racial discrimination in criminal procedure." 

In the case of Ex Parte Endo (323 US 283), the Court granted 
Endo an unconditional release from conf inement. In a very impor-
tant sense, however, she lost her point. The court specifically 
stated that the original expulsion from the West Coast and the 
detention for three years without charges or trial were legitimate 
exercises of presidential and military power during an emergency. 
The Court merely ruled that Endo and other admittedly loyal 
American c itizens could not be imprisoned indefinitely . 

Refusing to consider the salient constitutional issues begging for 
resolution, the Court decided the Endo case on narrow technical 
grounds-that Executive Order 9066 did not authorize the indefi-
nite detention of citizens who the government conceded were 
loyal, nor did it authorize the imposition of parole conditions on 
ci tizens once removed from the West Coast. 

The Endo decision was announced on December 18, 1944. The 
Western Defense Command (then under General Henry C. Pratt) 
had rescinded the exclusion and detention orders a day earl ier on 
December 17th. Japanese Americans were free to retu rn to their 
homes on the W est Coast effecti ve January 1945. 
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RETURNING HOME 
The return of Japanese Americans to their homes in Ca li forn ia, 
Oregon and Washington was marked by vigilante violence and 
the agitation of pressure groups to keep out the Japanese Americans 
permanently . Homes, farms and businesses left beh ind were occu-
pied by whites unwilling to return property to rightful owners. 
Homes were burned and dynamited, and Japanese Americans 
were targets of terrorist shootings. More acts of v iolence and terror-
ism were committed against Japanese Americans at the end of the 
war than at the beginning. 

Despite the well-public ized accomplishments o f the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team , the names of Japanese American sol-
d iers were removed from community honor rolls, and the remains 
of Japanese American sold iers killed in action overseas were re-
fused burial in some hometown cemeteries. Many restaurants, 
hotels, barbershops, gasoline stations, grocery stores, and other 
publ ic accommodations refused to serve Japanese Americans. 
United States Army Captain Daniel K. Inouye (now a U.S. Senator), 
in fu ll uniform with all his medals on, walked into a San Francisco 
barbershop, but he was told: "We don' t serve Japs here." 

When news of the hosti lity reached those sti ll remaining in the 
camps, they became rel uctant about returning home. The Pacific 
war ended in August 1945, but the last mass detention camp did 
not close until October 1946 and the last special internment camp 
did not close until 1952. 

Reconstructing their I ives was not easy, and for some it was too 
late. Elderly pioneers had lost everything they worked for all their 
l ives, and were too old to start anew. Having been expelled from 
their homes and jobs at the height of their p roductive years, they 
were unable to save much for retirement. About 20% of the sur-
viving pioneers were below poverty level by the 1970 Census. 
Many American-born had their education disrupted and cou ld no 
longer afford to go to college because fam ily support became their 
responsibility. 
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Property losses alone were conservatively estimated by the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank in San Francisco to be in excess of 400 million 
dollars based on 1941 figures. Congress appropriated partial resti-
tution for property losses, but on ly 8½% of property losses were 
ever compensated. Nothing was done to compensate for the tre-
mendous increase in land values during the war years, lost in-
come, unnecessary deaths, mental sufferings and loss of freedom. 

Not only were direct losses sustained, but long lasting psycho-
logical damages resulted. Families disintegrated under the prison-
like conditions, and individuals became disoriented and embit-
tered. People lost their sense of self-esteem and could not regain 
enough sel f-confidence to compete as well as they could have in 
American society. Adults could never forget the experience, and 
children faced the life-long stigma of their birth certificates or 
school records indicating they spent their childhood in captivity. 
Most importantly, Japanese Americans suffered the indignity of 
being falsely imprisoned by their own government. 
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REDRESS 

By custom and tradition , any American who has been injured by 
false accusation, arrest or imprisonment is expected to bring the 
responsible parties into court and obtain a judgment clearing his 
or her name and collecting damages as redress. Freedom is con-
sidered so precious by Americans that even a few days in false 
imprisonment have been compensated with large monetary sums. 

German Jews experienced the horrors of the Nazi death camps. 
Japanese Americans experienced the agonies of being incarce-
rated for an indeterminate period. Both were imprisoned in barbed 
wi re compounds with armed guards. Both were pr isoners of their 
own country. Both were there without criminal charges, and were 
completely innocent of any wrongdoing. Both were there for only 
one reason-ancestry. German Jews were systematical ly murdered 
en masse-that did not happen to Japanese Americans, but the 
point is that both Germany and the United States persecuted thei r 
own cit izens based on ancestry. 

West Germany has made a 25 bil l ion dollar restitution payment 
to Jews and Jewish institutions, and another 10 to 15 billion dollars 
w ill be paid. The fact that the v ictorious Allied Powers in itially 
imposed on Germany the concept of reparations to the vict ims of 
the Third Reich does not diminish the righteousness or the justice 
of the act. The Federal Republic of Germany has stated that it is 
givi ng precedence to the payment of compensatory damages to 
"those who suffered in mind and body, or had been deprived 
unjustly of their freedom." In subsequent legislation Germany 
went far beyond the responsibilities assumed in the earlier agree-
ments. 

More recently, the United States government designated an 
American Jewish organization to negotiate with East Germany on 
restitutions. The United States has informed the German Demo-
cratic Republic that a refusal to acknowledge the necessity for a 
meaningful restitu t ion would delay the establishment of normal 
diplomatic relat ions. 
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The mass expulsion and incarceration of American cItIzens 
w ithout trial did happen here in the United States. As a professed 
leader in civil and human rights throughout the world, the United 
States must take meaningfu l action to correct its own mistakes. 

Pres ident Gerald R. Ford rescinded the Executive Order 9066 
on February 19, 1976-exactly 34 years after its promulgation -
and stated: "An honest reckoning must include a recognition of 
our nat ional mistakes as well as our national achievements. Learn-
ing from our mistakes is not pleasant, but as a great philosopher 
once admonished, we must do so if we want to avoid repeating 
them." 

Redress for the injustices of 1942-1946 is not just an isolated 
Japanese American issue; it is an issue of concern for all Ameri-
cans. Restitution does not put a price tag on freedom or justice. 
The issue is not to recover what cannot be recovered. The issue is 
to acknowledge the mistake by provid ing proper redress for the 
victims of the injustice, and thereby make such injustices less 
Ii kely to recur. 

Mass Detention Camps for 
Japanese Americans, 1942-46 
i'-AME 

I. Central Utah 
(Topaz ) 
Utah 

2. Colorado River 
(Poston) 
Arizona 

3. Gila River 
(Rivers) 
A rizona 

-L Granada 
(Amache) 
Colorado 

5. Heart Mountain 
Wyoming 

6. Jerome 
(Denson) 
A rkansas 

7. Manzanar 
Caliiornia 

8. Minidoka 
(Hunt) 
Idaho 

9 . Rohwer 
Arkansas 

10. Tule Lake 
( ewell) 
Caliiornia 

LOCATIO 

Millard County 
orthwest oi Delta 

Colorado River 
Indian Reservation 

South of Parker 

Gila River 
Indian Reservation 

West of Sacaton 

Prowers County 
Between Koen and Granada 

Park County 
Between Cody and Ralston 

Chicot and Drew Counties 
Between Hudspeth 

and Jerome 

Inyo County 
Between Independence 

and Lone Pine 

Jerome County 
o rth of Eden 

Desha County 
Between Kelso and Rohwer 

Modoc County 
Between Stronghold 

and Newel l 

DETAI EES 

8,130 

17,814 

13,348 

7,318 

10,767 

8.497 

10,046 

9,397 

8,475 

18,789 

Additional 26 smaller internment or isolation camps were located in: Alaska, 
Arizona, Caliiornia, Hawaii, Idaho, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
Montana, ew Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Okla-
homa, Tennessee, Texas, Utah and Wisconsin. 
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