






• Ashkelon has been a Portland Sister City for 35 years
• Ashkelon is a growing Israeli city of 149,000 citizens
• Ashkelon is home to the world's largest water 
desalination plant, the Israeli Beer Breweries & some of 
finest most creative young entrepreneurs.



• Ashkelon is an ancient 5,000+ year old “Philistine” garden 
city located on the Israel’s west coast, the beautiful 
Mediterranean Sea, rich in world history, the arts & recently 
added to the Rockefeller Foundation 100 Resilience Cities



• Ashkelon is a modern Israeli city led by Mayor Tomer Glam and is 
the bedroom community for Jews & Arabs that work in Israel’s 
Silicon Forest, inventors of Intel’s Pentium 4 Chip, modern 
voicemail, smart phones, medical breakthroughs & cutting edge 
environmental technologies.



• PASCA has identified businesses in Portland & Israel 
that are working in 3 strategic technological industries
– Medical Breakthroughs
– Electronic Breakthroughs
– Environmental Breakthroughs

• We are still working on strategies to pair these 
businesses so that they can begin to work together.



• PASCA has been working to rebuild our leadership, planning a 
tour in March 2023 and helping other Sister City Associations 
with our new website & Facebook page, as well as our annual 
Rose Festival Reception & Grand Floral Parade entry. 



















• Bologna has been a Portland Sister City for 18 years
• Bologna has three nicknames that have stuck with it for years

o Bologna la Rossa (the red) for the palate of its buildings & the leaning of its 
politics

o Bologna la Grassa (the fat) for its world-famous cuisine and food products
o Bologna la Dotta (the learned) for its incredible university, the world's first





Portland-Bologna Scambio
Youth Exchange

Highschool Freshman and 

Sophomore encouraged to 

apply for our 2-year reciprocal 

cycle, 2023/24, to both host a 

student from Bologna and to 

travel to Bologna the 

following year. 











































































• Mutare has been a Portland Sister City for 31 years – with a 
humanitarian focus on supporting health and education programs. 

• Mutare is located in Zimbabwe’s beautiful Eastern Highlands 
bordering Mozambique & South Africa

• Mutare is Zimbabwe’s third largest city, with a background in 
forestry, farming, and tourism. 




























































































