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More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 23802 Project Address: 7000 NE Airport Way

Hearing Date: 6/10/20 Appellant Name: Tom Jaleski

Case No.: B-010 Appellant Phone: 9712385266

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Guy Altman

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: A-2, A-3, B, M, S-1 Construction 

Type: I-A 

Building/Business Name: PDX Whole Building Fire Sprinklers: Yes - throughout

Appeal Involves: Erection of a new structure LUR or Permit Application No.:

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: Airport

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 1021.4

Requires 1021.4 Location. Exterior egress balconies shall have a minimum fire separation distance of 10 

feet measured at right angles from the exterior edge of the egress balcony to the following:

Adjacent lot lines

Other portions of the building

Other buildings on the same lot unless the adjacent building exterior walls and openings are 

protected in accordance with Section 705 based on fire separation distance.

Code Modification or 

Alternate Requested

The proposed design for an egress balcony within 10' of another building on the same lot is 

provided equivalent protection by exceeding the requirements of an egress court by providing 1 

hour rated walls on each side of the court and 2 means of egress from the egress court.

Proposed Design The Portland International Airport (PDX) is a fully sprinklered building of Type IA construction. 

Trailers of Type VB construction to be used for no more than 5 years are proposed to be placed 

10’-1” from the existing PDX deplaning wall.

The proposed design is for temporary trailers of Type VB, unsprinklered construction to house Port 

of Portland office functions to exist 10’-1” from the existing terminal building. Egress for ATO-3, 

ATO-4, ATO-5, and ATO-6 use an exterior walkway as a second means of egress and is closer 

than 10’ to the existing PDX building wall. The egress balcony will provide equivalent protection for 

egress as follows:

• The trailers are 10’-1” from the terminal building providing an egress court per 1028.4.2 with 1 

hour

rated walls each side.

• The egress court has 2 means of egress to a public way.

• The egress balcony, stair and ramp is of non-combustible construction.
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Reason for alternative The intent of OSSC 1021.4 is to ensure that occupants can egress out of the building and not be 

impeded by a fire smoke event. The walls of the trailers facing the existing PDX terminal walls are 

1 hour rated as required for a fire separation distance (FSD) of 10’ per Table 602. The existing 

walls of the PDX terminal at the deplaning level are of CMU construction with 15% openings, 

exceeding 1 hour fire rating for the wall and less than the 45% of unprotected openings 

percentage allowed per Table 705.8 with a FSD of 10’. The short egress balcony exceeds the 

requirements of OSSC 1021.2 for egress court by having 1 hour rated walls and 2 means of 

egress.

The trailers are of modular wood construction set on the ground without a foundation. The egress 

for trailer marked ATO-3, ATO-4, ATO-5, and ATO-6 on the attached plan have egress routes 

going to an elevated walkway adjacent to the existing terminal building. The walkway has been 

deemed an egress balcony due to it not being at grade level. The balcony serves as a second 

means of egress and an accessible route to these trailers. The balcony is more than 44” wide and 

is approximately 6’ from the existing terminal wall. Existing means of egress for the terminal enters 

into this area as well, with access to a public way in 2 directions.

The means of egress for the existing terminal at grade and for the trailers, elevated above grade, 

use the egress court created between the buildings. Egress courts per OSSC 1028.4.2 are not 

required to have fire rated walls where the egress court is more than 10’ wide and not required to 

have 2 egress routes from them to the public way. The intent of the allowance for non-rated walls 

is due to the fire/smoke event only occurring on one side of the egress court, and 10’ being 

enough width for people to move around the escaping heat and smoke to reach the public way. 

The additional protection measures of fire rated walls on each side of the egress court is to 

provide protection for egressing occupants to exit the area. Egress courts are not required to have 

2 means of egress, intended to provide a single path to the public way only. The proposed egress 

court has egress to the public way in 2 opposite directions, exceeding code requirements, and 

providing equivalent protection by egressing occupants not being required to pass by escaping 

heat and smoke from a fire/smoke event. The proposed trailers will have 1 hour rated walls without 

unprotected openings facing the existing terminal. 

The proposed design of the trailers walls will meet the requirements of Table 602 for 1 hour rating 

with ¾ rated opening protection. The terminal walls on the deplaning level in this area are of CMU 

construction, providing more than 1 hour fire rating with unprotected openings meeting the 

requirements of Table 705.8. The egress court is more than 10’ wide and provides a means of 

egress to a public way in 2 directions, eliminating the need for egress to pass by escaping heat 

and smoke. The egress balcony exceeds the code requirements of 1021.2 by providing 1 hour 

rated wall and protected openings with 2 means of egress. Equivalent protection for egress is 

provided by the rated wall on each side of the egress court and 2 means of egress from the egress 

court, therefore request approval of the appeal.

APPEAL DECISION

Egress balcony with less than 10 feet of fire separation distance to adjacent unprotected building 

openings: Granted as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 

approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 

safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 

make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 

90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to 

www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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PRINTED:

PORTLAND, OREGONPORTLAND, OREGON

DATE SHEET NO.DRAWING NO.

PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

830 SW 10TH AVE. #200
PORTLAND, OR 97205

T 503 243 2252

PORT OF PORTLAND

1223 SW Washington St #200,
Portland, OR 97205

T 503 224 3860

PDXNEXT TCORE

6/3/2020

TCORE - ATO PRE-MANUFACTURED TRAILERS

6/2/2020 4:58:35 PM

CODE ANALYSIS - FIRE LIFE SAFETY SITE PLAN

PDX 2020-513

SCALE:  3/32" = 1'-0"
1

SITE PLAN
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Refer to Drawings 2 and 3 for existing
building construction and elevation diagram
illustrating opening ratio at ground floor level.

1-hour fire resistance rated construction at wall
and roof / ceiling. Proposed construction
provided by contractor illustrates assemblies.
Refer to Details and Section 'B' this sheet.

FIRE ASSEMBLIES

GYPSUM SHEATHING & SHEETROCK-

TO-WALL STUDS

GA FILE NO. WP8136

FA-1

1-HOUR RATED ROOF/CEILING

GA FILE NO. RC 2601

FA-2

GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTES - GA-600-2015

SEE GENERAL EXPLANATORY

NOTES #4, #6

SEE GENERAL EXPLANATORY

NOTES #4, #6, #12, #19

SECTION B

SCALE: 1/2" = 1'-0"
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PROPOSED EGRESS COURT

1-HOUR RATED WALL ASSEMBLY

1-HOUR RATED ROOF / CEILING
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CONCOURSE E
EXISTING BUILDING
SHADED AREA: 15% OPEN
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SECTION AT EXISTING
CONCOURSE E
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