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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 21939 Project Address: 1328 SE Morrison St

Hearing Date: 10/2/19 Appellant Name: Mildred White

Case No.: B-002 Appellant Phone: 5032534283

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Peter Drake

Project Type: commercial Stories: 1 Occupancy: M, B, F-1 Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: occ Change from R-3 to M, B, F-1 LUR or Permit Application No.: 18-130476-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2]    [File 3]    
[File 4]    [File 5] 

Proposed use: retail, packaging, and office

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section OSSC 705.5

Requires Exterior walls shall be fire-resistance rated in accordance with Tables 601 and 602 and this 
section (705.5). The required fire-resistance rating of exterior walls with a fire separation distance 
of less than or equal to 10 feet shall be rated for exposure to fire from both sides. Because this 
wall is located 7'-0" from the property line to the east and 8'-4" of the southern wall is located 2'-4" 
from the adjacent building to the south, and the building is a VB type construction with M, B, and 
F-1 occupancies, it is required to be one-hour rated for exposure to fire from both sides.

Proposed Design The proposed design is to install two layers of 5/8” type ‘X’ gypsum board on the interior face of 
the walls requiring fire rating. Mineral wool insulation will be installed within the cavity. Please see 
attached detail. 

Reason for alternative The existing building falls 3' short of not being required to provide any fire resistance to the east. 
To the south, only a small portion of the wall overlaps the adjacent building which is on the same 
property. We propose to upgrade the wall so that it is fire-rated, but from the interior only. The 
requirement for fire rating from either side is due to proximity to the property line and potential for 
an adjacent building to spread fire. Adjacent to the project building to both the east and west is a 
parking lot. To the south, where not a building, is open yard. Please see attached aerial photo.
This alternate is proposed in order to retain the existing historic character of the exterior wall of the 
1890 Victorian building which is highly visible from Morrison Street and 14th Avenue.

Appeal item 2

Code Section 705.8.1, Table 705.8
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Requires The maximum area of unprotected openings permitted in an exterior wall in any story of a building 
shall not exceed the percentages specified in Table 705.8. 
Table 705.8 states that where the fire separation distance is 5' to less than 10', the maximum 
allowable area of unprotected openings in a nonsprinklered building is 10%.

Proposed Design The first floor of the east wall has 16.8% of openings that are existing. We are requesting to be 
allowed to retain all existing openings instead of decreasing the amount to 10%. We are infilling an 
existing window on the south wall that is within 2.5' of the adjacent building.

Reason for alternative The existing building falls 3' short of being allowed to have 15% unprotected openings to the east. 
The requirement for limitations on openings is due to proximity to the property line and potential for 
an adjacent building to spread fire. Adjacent to the project building to the east is a parking lot. 
Please see attached aerial photo.
This alternate is proposed in order to retain the existing historic windows and historic character of 
the exterior wall of the 1890 Victorian building which is highly visible from Morrison Street and 14th 
Avenue.

APPEAL DECISION

1. Alternate 1 hour fire rated exterior wall assembly with 2 layers of Type X gypsum on the interior side: 
Granted as proposed. 

2. Increase in maximum area of allowable openings from 10 percent to 16.8 percent: Denied. Proposal 
does not provide equivalent Life Safety protection.

Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.
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