
Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201
More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 21931 Project Address: 3932 N Albina St

Hearing Date: 9/25/19 Appellant Name: Andrew Singer

Case No.: B-021 Appellant Phone: 5032017876

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Elgin Rowland

Project Type: commercial Stories: 3 Occupancy: R-2 Construction Type: STICK 
BUILT 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: Yes - BASEMENT LIVING SPACE

Appeal Involves: Addition to an existing structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 19-124559-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: R-2

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 1003

Requires code says we need 80'' head height on stairs in commercial vs just 74'' in residential (for existing 
steps).

Proposed Design We are finished with project and trying to obtain 999. I some how let this slip through the cracks 
because I am use to doing residential remodels. I was confused about the code requirements and 
thought 74'' would work. Somehow we passed city inspection for cover, even with the inspector 
walking down those steps. It would be hard to obtain 80'' due to the framing of the building with 
ceiling of the steps being in both unit 3932 and 3938. Back when this house was built, it looks like 
the two unit each use to have access to the basement from there own unit sharing the landing and 
same set of steps.

We have one step that has a head height of 74.5'' and the rest of the steps have a minimum of 
78''.

Reason for alternative We are looking for an appeal for the current conditions.

APPEAL DECISION

Decrease in minimum required stair headroom: Denied. Proposal does not provide equivalent Life Safety 
protection. 
Appellant may contact Josh Weeks (503 823-4889) with questions.

Page 1 of 2Appeals | The City of Portland, Oregon

9/26/2019https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appeals/index.cfm?action=entry&appeal_id=21931



Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
90 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process, go to 
www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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Site

PROJECT LEGAL:
CENTRAL ALBINA, BLK 19, LOT 12

PROJECT ADDRESS:
3932-3938 N ALBINA AVE
PORTLAND, OR 97227 

LOT AREA:
5,000 SF

BUILDING COVERAGE:
3,512 SF (BLDG FOOTPRINT)

IMPERVIOUS AREA:
DRIVEWAY: N/A
GARAGE: (E) 313 SF
PATIO: (E)
WALK: (E)
ROOF AREA: (E)

SCOPE SUMARY:
CONST. TYPE: VB
OCCUPANCY GROUP: R-2
NON-SPRINKLER
SMOKE ALARMS PROVIDED

ADDRESS NUMBERS:
ADDRESS AND BUILDING NUBERS 
WILL BE PLAINLY LEGIBLE FROM 
THE STREET. THESE NUMBER WILL 
CONTRAST WITH THEIR 
BACKGROUND. NUMBERS WILL BE A 
MINIMUM OF 4 INCHES HIGH AND A 
MINIMUM STROKE WIDTH OF .5 
INCHES.

NORTH

No. Description Date

1 Revision 1 Date 12 Bedroom 2 and Bath 01/25/2019

3 Wall Added w/ Door 02/18/2019

4 Updated to City Chk. Sht. 04/03/2019
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