Appeals | The City of Portland, Oregon

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201

More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/article/519984)

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Hold for Additional Information

Appeal ID: 20745
Hearing Date: 8/14/19
Case No.: B-027

Appeal Type: Building

Project Address: 3547-3561 SE Milwaukie Ave
Appellant Name: Chris Chilberg
Appellant Phone: 503-638-4245

Plans Examiner/Inspector: Stephanie Hansen, Peter

Drake, Steve Mortensen

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: R-2 Construction Type: V-B
Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 19-171148-CO
Plan Submitted Option: pdf [File 1] Proposed use: Multi-family (8 unit apt. complex)

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section
Requires

Proposed Design

Reason for alternative

Appeal item 2

Code Section

Requires

OSSC 1009.7.2

Riser height 7 inch maximum and rectangular tread depth 11 inch minimum.

We propose the stairs to the upper landing will have a tread length of 11 inches, with a minimum
of 10 inches horizontal dimension from nose to nose of tread. The risers shall not exceed 7-1/2
inches (the actual dimension will be slightly over 7" - 7.01 inches per riser). Each stairway shall

have 17 risers (119-1/4" total height from the lower walkway to the balcony).

If the stair tread length is increased to 11" horizontal from nose to nose as required by the current
code, the bottom of the stairs will extend beyond their current termination point, intruding into the
egress pathways for the lower floor occupants. This would result in a major revision to the existing
egress pathways for the lower floor. The existing stair construction was in a state of decay, and
replacement was required. The original stairs for this building were as described above (we have
provided a copy of the original stair design for reference). The intent is to match exactly the
existing stair tread length and riser height.

Replacing the stairs in a manner that matches the existing conditions maintains the current level of

safety.

OSSC 1012.6 and OSSC 1012.1

Handrails and handrail extensions.

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appeals/index.cfm?action=entry&appeal 1d=20745
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Proposed Design

Reason for alternative

APPEAL DECISION

We propose the original guardrail be re-used, without adding a new handrail (no handrail existed
on the existing stairs). The existing guardrail and its attachments will be upgraded as required for
structural purposes (to withstand code level loading requirements), as well as safety requirements

(additional elements added to prevent the passage of a 4" diameter sphere).

The addition of a hand rail will require a major revision to the existing egress pathways. Per
current code requirements, the top of a handrail must be horizontal, and extend 12" beyond the
top riser. Furthermore, a handrail must extend beyond the bottom riser by at least a tread length.
This would result in revisions to the framing of the upper floor landings, mid height landing (at
south stair), and the existing egress pathways for the lower floor. As noted previously, the intent is
maintain or increase the level of safety, while repairing the degraded elements of the balcony. The
proposed design significantly increases the level of safety (guardrail and attachments to meet

current code standards).

1a. Existing stair tread length to remain: Hold for additional information.

1b Existing stair riser

height to remain: Hold for additional information.

2. Omission of handrail extensions: Hold for additional information.
Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appeals/index.cfm?action=entry&appeal 1d=20745 8/15/2019
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Alan Bodnar
Polygon

Alan Bodnar
Callout
AREA OF WORK

Alan Bodnar
Text Box
Original Site Plan for Information Only

Alan Bodnar
Text Box
Original Site Plan for Information Only
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