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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 20710 Project Address: 4647 SE 40th Ave

Hearing Date: 8/7/19 Appellant Name: Melissa Meiners

Case No.: B-010 Appellant Phone: 5037082157

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Peter Drake

Project Type: commercial Stories: 3 Occupancy: R-2 Construction Type: VB 

Building/Business Name: 40 Long Apartments Fire Sprinklers: Yes - Throughout Building

Appeal Involves: Erection of a new structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 18-204083-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: Apartments

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section OSSC 907.2.9

Requires A manual fire alarm system that activates the occupant notification system in accordance with 
Section 907.5 shall be installed in Group R-2 occupancies where;

Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located three or more stories above the level of exit discharge;
Any dwelling unit or sleeping unit is located more than one story below the highest level of exit 
discharge of exits serving the dwelling unit or sleeping unit, or;
The building contains more than 16 dwelling units or sleeping units.

Proposed Design The applicant requests clarification and confirmation via appeal, that manual fire alarms are not 
required based on the following conditions:

There are no dwelling units nor sleeping units located three or more stories above the level of exit 
discharge.
There are no dwelling units nor sleeping units located more than one story below the highest level 
of exit discharge serving the dwelling unit or sleeping unit.
The building contains 15 dwelling units.

Reason for alternative Provide confirmation that the level of exit discharge is the entire first story level, as clarified in the 
2012 IBC commentary Figure 1007.2.1. Therefore, 907.2.9.1 requires manual fire alarms for R-2 
occupancies starting at the fourth story, or the third story above the level of exit discharge (the 
entire first story level).

The applicant requests to remove the requirement for manual fire alarms for this project.

APPEAL DECISION
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Determination of 1st floor as level of exit discharge with no requirement for manual fire alarm: Granted 
as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 
approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 
safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 
make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
90 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process, go to 
www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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