
Phone: 503-823-7300 Email: bds@portlandoregon.gov 1900 SW 4th Ave, Portland, OR 97201
More Contact Info (http://www.portlandoregon.gov//bds/article/519984)

Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 20431 Project Address: 2225 NE MLK Jr Blvd

Hearing Date: 5/22/19 Appellant Name: Laurie Simpson

Case No.: B-013 Appellant Phone: 503-367-8057

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Geoff Harker, Thomas Ng

Project Type: commercial Stories: 1 Occupancy: F-1 and B Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Atelier Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure,occ 
Change from S1 to F1 & B

LUR or Permit Application No.: 19-141367-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: Shop

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 2014 Oregon Energy Efficiency Specialty Code, Table 502.3

Requires skylights require a U-factor of 0.60 and SHGC of 0.40

Proposed Design 3/16" clr. acrylic double dome skylights were installed many years ago with 0.70 U-factor and 0.50 
SHGC. The proposal is to leave the skylights in place with these energy values. The permit 
drawings are attached. See roof plan for locations of skylights.

Reason for alternative I assume the owner at the time did not know that a permit was required to install the skylights. A 
reputable company installed the skylights many years ago and it is assumed that they met all 
applicable codes at that time. The skylights are in good condition. To remove and dispose of the 
existing skylights, and replace with new skylights, would utilize more embodied energy than 
leaving the existing skylights in place with slightly higher U and SHGC values than the current 
code requires. 

Appeal item 2

Code Section 1203.2 Attic Spaces

Requires Enclosed attics and enclosed rafter spaces formed where ceilings are applied directly to the 
underside of roof framing members shall have cross ventilation for each separate space by 
ventilation openings protected against the entrance of rain and snow. Blocking and bridging shall 
be arranged so as not to interfere with the movement of air. An airspace of not less than 1 inch (25 
mm) shall be pro-vided between the insulation and the roof sheathing. The net free ventilating 
area shall not be less than 1/150th of the area of the space ventilated. Exceptions: 2. The net free 
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cross-ventilation area shall be permitted to be reduced to 1/300 where a Class I or II vapor barrier 
is installed on the warm-in-winter side of the ceiling 

Proposed Design R-30 fiberglass faced insulation was installed years ago under the roof deck with a 1” to 2” air gap. 
The vapor barrier is exposed to the room. The owner proposes to add an interior 2” vent running 
perpendicular to the roof joists (east and west walls) w/ a net free ventilation area equal to 1/300th 
of ventilated space. Ref detail 7/A1.0 

Reason for alternative It is not technically feasible to vent to the outside of this flat roofed building without risking 
exposure to water leakage. 

There is no evidence of moisture problems due to the existing condition. 

There is no ceiling, the insulation is exposed to the room. This solution will allow moisture to more 
easily escape into the room. 

When the roof is replaced, 4" R-20 rigid insulation will be installed above the roof.
Under this permit, the north parapet wall will be extended an additional 4" to account for the 4" 
increase in roof height. 

APPEAL DECISION

1. Use of previously installed skylights with reduction in minimum required U factor and SHGC: Granted 
as proposed.

2. Unvented roof assembly: Granted as proposed.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 
approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 
safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 
make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
180 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process and costs, 
including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 
call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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