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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 20393 Project Address: 8247 NE Sandy Blvd

Hearing Date: 5/15/19 Appellant Name: dave spitzer

Case No.: B-004 Appellant Phone: 503 335 9040

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Gail Knoll

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: R-1 Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Howard Johnsons Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 19-124572-CO, 19-
124581-CO, 19-124582-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1] Proposed use: hotel

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 1976 UBC 505 (d) 1.

Requires Requires 90 minute doors in two hour fire resistive area separation walls.

Proposed Design This is a code violation case - during the plan review we submitted all of the original 1976 permit 
drawings for reference. This permit is being reviewed per the 1976 UBC as requested/suggested 
by BDS staff.

There are three buildings on site. Building B has one 2 hour area separation wall and building C 
has three 2 hour area separation walls.

The 1976 UBC clearly states that 90 minute openings are required in two hour area separation 
walls. The original permit drawings list 90 minute openings in a minimum of 3 places - including 
the door schedule - but - in one place there is a hand written note pointing to one door at an area 
separation wall that reads '2 hour door/jamb'.

We are not proposing any changes - but to meet the requirements of the UBC and what is 
documented on the original permit drawings. During the last round of permit revisions - we listed 
all doors at area separation walls as 90 minutes - while at the one door that is called out as 2 
hours per the original permit drawings - we show that as a 2 hour door. This is consistent with 
what is documented on the 1976 permit.

Reason for alternative This is not an alternative. While there may have been some unknown reason for the one hand 
written 2 hour door/jamb note to be added - it clearly points to one door on one floor. Both the 
1976 UBC and numerous notes on the original permit drawings call out 90 minute doors as 
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existing/proposed. I see no reason that all doors would need to exceed the requirements of code 
at the time.

APPEAL DECISION

Replacement of fire rated door assemblies in 2 hour area separation walls: Granted provided 2 hour 
doors are installed in locations identified as 2 hour doors on City approved permit plans. 

Appellant may contact John Butler (503 823-7339) with questions.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds with the conditions noted, that the information submitted by the appellant 
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do 
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions 
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
180 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process and costs, 
including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 
call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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