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Development Services

From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered - Held over from ID 16441 (2/7/18)and 16536 (2/21/18) for additional information 

Appeal ID: 16563 Project Address: 5209 SE 18th Ave

Hearing Date: 2/28/18 Appellant Name: Gunnar Langhus

Case No.: P-002 Appellant Phone: 503-245-7100

Appeal Type: Plumbing Plans Examiner/Inspector: Ed Matthews, Joe Blanco, 

McKenzie James

Project Type: commercial Stories: 6 Occupancy: S-1, S-2, R-2 Construction Type:

I-A, III-B 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: Yes - (location not given

Appeal Involves: other: drywell near foundation wall LUR or Permit Application No.: 16-197547-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: multi-family housing

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section OPSC 2014, 1101.5.3.

Requires No drywell shall be located closer than 5 feet of a property line nor closer that 10 feet to a building 

unless approved by the building official.

Proposed Design Proposed design locates the drywell within 6.7' of the building foundation wall.

Reason for alternative On the north side of the proposed building there is approximately 14' between the property line 

and the proposed building face. Due to this dimension, the drywell cannot be placed 5' from the 

property line while also being 1O' from the building. Due to proposed piping design and layout, as 

well as to limit the effects on the adjacent property as much as possible, the dry well was located 

within the proposed sidewalk at approximately the mid point between the building and the property 

line. This located the center of the drywell at 6.7' from the building and 7.3' from the property line.

In addition, the drywell has been designed to manage the 100 yr storm and will not require any 

additional outfall pipe connections or overflows. This will limit the total effects on the proposed 

property and adjacent property to the maximum feasible amount.

The plans have been approved by BES Source Control (1/31/18) for the pollution mitigation 

associated with a leaking underground storage tank. Underground storage tank has been removed 

and all contaminated soil has been removed per approved plans.
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Attached is a Structural letter and design to accommodate the drywells proximity to the foundation. 

Also, please see Geotech report attached with the Infiltration information.

APPEAL DECISION

Drywell closer than 10’ to building: Granted provided engineering details are followed. 

Note: soils and structural will need to be reviewed again by BDS.

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 

approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 

safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 

make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 25.07, you may appeal this decision to the Plumbing Code Board of Appeal within 

180 calendar days of the date this decision is published. For information on the appeals process and costs, 

including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 

call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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