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Development Services

From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 16103 Project Address: 515 NE Holladay St

Hearing Date: 11/8/17 Appellant Name: Calista Fitzgerald

Case No.: M-001 Appellant Phone: 503-265-1535

Appeal Type: Mechanical Plans Examiner/Inspector: Thomas Ng

Project Type: commercial Stories: 12 Occupancy: Construction Type:

Building/Business Name: Grand Avenue Apartments Fire Sprinklers: Yes - entire building

Appeal Involves: Erection of a new 

structure,Reconsideration of appeal

LUR or Permit Application No.: 17-204636-MT 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: A2, B, M, R2, S1

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section OSMC 505.1

Requires Domestic range hoods and domestic appliances equiped with downdraft exhaust shall dischrge to 

outdoors through sheet metal ducts constrcuted og galvanized steel, stainless steel, aluminum, 

copper. Such ducts shall have smooth inner wals, shall be airtight, shall be equiped with a 

backdraft damper, and shall be independent of all other exahust systems. 

Proposed Design The proposed design will meet the requirements of OSMC 505.1, except the kitchen exhaust and 

bathroom exhaust will combined to use a subduct system per OSMC 607.5.5, exceptions 1.1 and 

2 and the dryer exhaust from each unit will be combined into a separate subduct system per 

OSMC 607.5.5, exceptions 1.1 and 2

Equivalent protection is provided for the 2 separate subduct systems by the following:

Rigid 26 ga. min. metal subducts extending 22” min. above shaft penetration.

Continuous vent fan at the top of the shaft.

Continuous vent fan provided with emergency power for the shaft with the kitchen exhaust. 

Continuous vent fan provided with emergency power for the vertical dud with the dryer exhaust. 

The kitchen/bathroom subduct system will be into the shaft space per OSMC 505.3.

Dryer exhaust will be provided in separate 26 ga. min. vertical duct. Dryer exhaust from each unit 

will have 26 ga. metal duct that extends into the vertical duct and extends 22 inches minimum into 

the vertical duct. The duct will be provided a fire rated access panel at each level.

See 9/M602 and A202 attached.

Reason for alternative
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The proposed design is based on system for kitchen exhaust per OSMC 607.5.5. This code 

section allows the use of the subduct system for kitchen exhaust to be used without for or smoke 

damper. This system is the same as allowed per OSSC 717.5.3. The proposed design uses the 

system allowed for kitchen exhaust and allows the system to also be used for bathroom exhaust. 

The bathroom exhaust is less hazardous than the kitchen exhaust and does not add any additional 

hazard to the building. The single shaft vent fan will be supplied with emergency power, run 

continuously and be sized to exhaust the combined exhaust loads per OSMC.

The proposed design is based on system for kitchen exhaust per OSMC 607.5.5. This code 

section allows the use of the subduct system for kitchen exhaust to be used without for or smoke 

damper. This system is the same as allowed per OSSC 717.5.3. The proposed design uses the 

system allowed for kitchen exhaust and allows the system to also be used for bathroom exhaust. 

The bathroom exhaust is less hazardous than the kitchen exhaust and does not add any additional 

hazard to the building. The single shaft vent fan will be supplied with emergency power, run 

continuously and be sized to exhaust the combined exhaust loads per OSMC.

The proposed design for the dryer subdued system meets the requirements for exhaust per OSMC 

607.5.5. 607.5.5 does not mention the system can be used for dryer exhaust due to the nature of 

potential lint in the shaft. The prescriptive design allows dryer vents to be separate from other unit 

vertical vents to prevent the accumulated buildup of lint. The continuous vent fan eat the top of the 

dedicated dryer vent exhaust provides additional protection as the lint is continuously pulled from 

the subduct shaft and does not have the potential to accumulate. Separation of the dryer vertical 

shaft from the kitchen/bathroom exhaust allows the intent of the code to be met and an equivalent 

protection system for the dryer ventilation.

The proposed design provides equivalent protection for exhaust of kitchen and bathroom exhaust 

in a single shaft using the subduct system with a separate vertical duct for dryer exhaust using the 

subduct system to allow for the kitchen exhaust per OSMC 607.5.5 and OSSC 717.5.3 and 

therefore request approval of this alternate method.

APPEAL DECISION

Domestic range hoods and bathroom exhaust to share common airstream as part of a subduct exhaust 

system: Granted as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 

approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 

safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 

make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 

180 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process and costs, 

including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 

call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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UP

GENERAL NOTES:
A. DIMENSIONS ARE TO FACE OF FRAMING, UON, OR 

DIMENSIONS ARE TO CENTER OF WINDOW 
OPENING, COLUMN OR GRID. EXTERIOR 
DIMENSIONS ARE TO FACE OF FOUNDATION/FACE 
OF FRAMING. DIMENSIONS INDICATED AS "CLEAR 
MINIMUM" ARE TO FACE OF FINISH.

B. ALL DOOR OPENINGS PERPENDICULAR TO A WALL 
ARE 5" TO THE WALL, UON.                                      

C. SEE A100i SHEET FOR STANDARD FIXTURE 
MOUNTING HEIGHTS AND REQUIREMENTS, UON.

D. SEE SHEET A170 FOR PENETRATION 
REQUIREMENTS.
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