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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered

Appeal ID: 14932 Project Address: 9920 NE Cascades Pkwy

Hearing Date: 4/12/17 Appellant Name: Sophia Mekkers

Case No.: B-021 Appellant Phone: 503-380-1564

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: John Cooley

Project Type: commercial Stories: 5 Occupancy: Utility Construction Type: 1 and 5 

Building/Business Name: Aloft Hotel Fire Sprinklers: Yes - Exterior roof is not sprinkled

Appeal Involves: Alteration of an existing structure LUR or Permit Application No.: 16-292682-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2] Proposed use: Unmanned Wireless Facility

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section Code Guide IBC/26/#1 items B7 and B11

Requires Per the antenna screening guideline provided by the City of Portland, screening utilizing FRP 

materials cannot exceed the maximum screen height of 10'-0" above the finished flat roof. 

Additionally, a 5'-0" space is required from FRP screens to mechanical equipment. 

Proposed Design Verizon Wireless intends to install an unmanned wireless communications facility to enhance their 

wireless network. 

The proposed project includes the screening of antennas on the rooftop of the Aloft Hotel building. 

AT&T has already been approved to install antennas on this same rooftop. Verizon Wireless is 

proposing screening that matches the approved AT&T screening.

The roof deck is at 55'-5" AGL. The upper eave of the existing penthouse is 70'-0" AGL. Verizon 

Wireless proposes to match the height approved for the proposed AT&T antenna screen, which is 

68'-4" AGL. The vertical height measurement of the proposed screen is 10'-0".

The portion of the penthouse wall that will be cut and replaced with FRP material, textured and 

painted to match the existing penthouse wall, to conceal the antennas, will be a minimum of 5 feet 

away from the proposed AT&T equipment platform, as well as the Verizon equipment cabinets 

proposed to be located within the existing penthouse.

Reason for alternative The proposed screening meets the screening guidelines for the City of Portland and is designed to 

match the overall height of screening that has already been approved, by the City, for AT&T. 

Continuity of design is of critical importance to maintain the aesthetics of the building.
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Additionally, the proposed screen wall materials are specified to meet or exceed LARR standard 

requirements for flammability and flame spread (see attached plans). The proposed screen walls 

will not block fire access or existing venting, and the existing structure is adequate to support the 

proposed loading.

APPEAL DECISION

FRP antennae screen height: Granted as proposed. 

The Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant demonstrates that the 
approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do not lessen health, 
safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions unique to this project 
make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
180 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process and costs, 
including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 
call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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