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Development Services
From Concept to Construction

APPEAL SUMMARY

Status: Decision Rendered - Held over from ID 14636 (2/22/17) for additional information

Appeal ID: 14722 Project Address: 2031 N Watts St

Hearing Date: 3/8/17 Appellant Name: Jamie Whitaker

Case No.: B-002 Appellant Phone: 503-245-3087

Appeal Type: Building Plans Examiner/Inspector: Natalie Davis

Project Type: commercial Stories: 2 Occupancy: R-2 Construction Type: V-B 

Building/Business Name: Fire Sprinklers: No 

Appeal Involves: other: reconstructing stair to repair rotten 

wood

LUR or Permit Application No.: 17-108423-CO 

Plan Submitted Option: pdf    [File 1]    [File 2]    [File 3] Proposed use: multi-family housing units

APPEAL INFORMATION SHEET

Appeal item 1

Code Section 2014 OSSC Section 420.5 

Requires 2014 OSSC Section 420.5 and additional sections that are referred to.

Section 420.5: this section requires that fire sprinklers be installed in all R-2 construction. 

Proposed Design The proposed design solution for this requirement is to permit an existing set of unpermitted stairs, 

or to remove them without having to install a Fire Sprinkler system in the Second Floor 

Apartments.

Please refer to attached narrative memo and supporting documents for full explanation of Code 

Review and proposed alternates.

Reason for alternative Please refer to attached narrative memo and supporting documents for full explanation of Code 

Review and proposed alternates.

APPEAL DECISION

Removal of existing stairs in unsprinklered building: Denied. Proposal does not provide equivalent 
egress.

West Stair: 7 1/2" riser height granted as proposed.
Note: other deficiencies, including non-compliant guardrail height and handrail configuration are not 
approved.
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East Stair: noncompliant elements, including obstructed bottom landing, tread depth, riser height, 
guardrail and handrails: Denied. Proposal does not provide equivalent safety.

Appellant may contact Natalie Davis (503-823-7274) with questions.

For the item granted, the Administrative Appeal Board finds that the information submitted by the appellant 
demonstrates that the approved modifications or alternate methods are consistent with the intent of the code; do 
not lessen health, safety, accessibility, life, fire safety or structural requirements; and that special conditions 
unique to this project make strict application of those code sections impractical.

Pursuant to City Code Chapter 24.10, you may appeal this decision to the Building Code Board of Appeal within 
180 calendar days of the date this decision is published.  For information on the appeals process and costs, 
including forms, appeal fee, payment methods and fee waivers, go to www.portlandoregon.gov/bds/appealsinfo, 
call (503) 823-7300 or come in to the Development Services Center.
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