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Snakes w ·anted-
>Apply at ·zoo 

' ' 
: BY :HERBERT S. LAMPMAN 
'j";, ! ,:WIidiife :Editor, The Or~gortan ' 

' PORTLAND'S LONG LOST 
ZOO is in ·a fair way to be 
reclaimed and.rebuilt if the city 
'fathers will heed the sensible 
recommendations of their new 
zoo director, Arthur. M. Green-
hall, who took over the posi-
tion , last .March. It is _apparent 
that Mr. Greenhiill took his 
time· :in .writing his su·ggestions 
for :improvement : because he 
didn.'t overlook anything from 
:guin,ea pigs to ocelrts., • , .. 

. , : 'Just lri case , the ci(y fathers 
' IH~ ':lncllped . to :: pass up Mr. 
Qre~nhall's . finer p/Hnts a~ to 

: im~rove1-oent it might . be wdl 
, to tell a little about thP. ~an's 
•'cjualificat!oM, Flr~t and fore-
most is the fact that he worked 
)n theNew York zooioglciai gar-

''deils as assistant to the late Or. 
Raymond L. Dittnarg and ~Uc· 
'cessfully drew a J:lllY check for 

·that stint for 12 years, 1t follows 
. that ithe 'mnh hnct to be gMd to 
,, Work for Dr. Ditmars .that long. 
/· Iils,'! New \'ork boM,Hhe city 
I council mtiy r@call; Wa~ one of 
i°. the;'world's foremost ~oologlsts. 
: No ' 1ess ln1porMnt . than that ls 
: the' fact ,that breenha11 is an ac-
·credited . ' zoologisl · and is the 
man :whb : exhibited, . in New 
Yor)<; , ttte first .·Vllrrtplr~ · bat 
ever• ·see11 ,bY : zoo • hungry 
throrigs In ;that . regiort, 

. . His •,. suggestions concerhing 
Improvements for · Portland's 
zoo ' are, in the main, quite 

· Inexpensive. He suggests that 
\ salvaged materials may be e1:11-
. ployed for · most-. of the work 
,and : ,certain cages could be 
altered at little expense. 

INTEREST: 
Tried to Convert 
Abbe Chlldre,; 

. His reasons for such a pro-
gram are sensible · also. He 
:wri,tes in his ~eport, "H the zoo 
ls _to, be expanded an,t possibly 
changed to a riew ·tile, then 
special plans ·will be forth-
coming. .. I ·believe, however, 
that the present building should 
be improved, the park re-
dressed and everything cleaned 
up. This activity will undoubt-
edly stimulate public interest. 
If this is properly done-the 
Portland zoo of the future will 
be a natural outgrowth. . 

"Perhaps at this time, more 
than any other, people will con-
gregate at the zoo. They will 
need·· diversion and relaxation. 
The tire shortage and impend-
ing gasbline rationing will keep 
them in the city. They will use 
city ii.arks more than ever 
before.'· For these reasons the 
zoo should • be ·made as attrac-
tive as possible." 

The essential changes out-
lined . are ,comparatively sim-o\e. 1They consist chiefly of In-

stalling a ventilating system In 
the zoo house, supplying a live 
steam de❖ ice to _disinfect cages, 
building platforms , for the big 
cats and painting suitable back-
grounds for the cages. The 
prairie dogs would be moved 
outside where they could be 
seen along with the badgers 
and other small mammals. The 
keeper's quarters are to be ren-
ovated so that he won ' t have to 
dwell and sleep alongside the 
lion's horse meat in the base-
ment. 

REPTILES: 
Neglected, Greenhall 
Notes in His Report 

One of the best recommenda-
tions of the list is the proposal 
(and he.e's \he fine hand of 
Dr. Ditmars appearing) is the 
instaliation of an exhibit of 
Oregon reptiles and amphib.-
ians. Greenhall's statements 
about this aspect• of a zoo cer-
t~inly were born of ·I1is associa-
tion with Dr. Ditmars, who •Was 
said to be the world 's foremost 
authority· on western hemi-
~pheric reptiles. 

He write·s: "Every zoo, eitlier 
large or small, should have a 
reptile exhibit. In the case of 
the Portland zoo this division 
of animal life has been horribly 
neglected . People ,., know less 
about reptiles and · have more 
misinformation con c er n in g 
them than they have about any 
other animal life . Since the 
Portland population takes to 
the out of doors so much . it 
should be essential that these 
people have the opportunity to 
recognize our local fauna and 
more particularly to be able to 
distinguish poisonous snakes 
from innocuous types. There 
Is no worthwhile reptile colle·c-
tion in the entire Pacific north-
west and this fact alone is 
worth the cost of exhibition." 

It is true that there is no 
worthwhile exhibit of reptiles 
in the northwest. The average 
person, after a little study, c~n 
recognize a garter snake and 
the same person, confronted 
with a larger but equally harm-
less gopher snake, is terror 
stricken . It is a rattlesnake and 
no amount ·of argument will 
dissuade them. True it had no 
rattles on its tail when first ob-
served but five minutes and an 
active imagin8tiori can grow 
rattles on a Tillamook slug. 
That same average person, em-
ploying a little reflection, 
knows that Oregon's only ven-
omous reptile is the Pacific 
rattlesnake.. 

Mr. Greenhall's recommenda-
tions-and particularly the one 
about an exhibit of Oregon 
reptiles and amphibians - is 
worthy of 1-nore than consider-
able study ,bY the city council 1 

Arthur M. Greenhall, new director of the Portland zoo, ·. 
was formerly assistant to the famed expert on reptiles, Dr, 
Raymond L. Ditmars, and believes the Portland zoo should 
have more of the cold-blooded creatures. He is shown abpve 
holding a Gila monster, one of the zoo's few reptilian exhibits. ·~ 



:_ - ' .' .. 
t 



-
~ /f~c:1-

(,-

l -~ ,/g)_~o-&, }: ,,_ -
~ . .. , 

~ 



.---= 

i 

'\."" 

Se 

FORM F·92 

CITY OF PORTLAND, OREG9~ , 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE 

KENNETH L . COOPER . COMMISSIONER 

i 
J 

I IBUREAU OF PARKS . 
i314 CITY HALL ' -C.P.KEYSER 

SUPERINTENDENT . _.,._, 

PORTLAND ZOOLOGICAL PARK 

Honorable Kenneth L. Cooper 
Commissioner of Finance 
City Hall 
Portland, Oregon. 

Dear Commissioner Cooper: 

At your request I am sending you this 
memorandum concerning zoo emergency measures discussed in today's 
talks. 

1. Ventilation. It is my opinion that the zoo building should be 
properly ventilate d . During the summer months when the doors 
are kept open this proTulem is not so serious. However, the air 
is actually foul when the doors are kept closed for any length of 
time. Obviously the doors must be kept closed on cold and rainy 
days and during the nie;ht. 'Ihis bad air can do the animal's no 
800d and more than likely is causing them a great deal of harm . 
Secondly, it causes the visitors to make unfavorable comments . 
There is at present only one anil.1al building accessible to the 
public and this should be kept as clean smelling as possible from 
anesthetic as well as from a sanitary viewpoint. A clean smelling 
building will do much to h.alp us with our zoo improvement campaign . 
Our purpose is to intrigue visitors so that they will visit the 
zoo . They should not be greeted with an odor strong enough to 
knock them over. 

I would suggest that at least four to six blowers of a fan type 
be installed . I'hese fans are used in restaurants . I understand 
that there •is a small fan available at l'ilontgomery- ':vards that pulls 
out 500 cubic feet of air a minute. I understand that it sells for 
less than ,1~10 . 

Commissioner Peterson suggested the installation of an "Ozone 
Machine 11 but I am not well acquainte J with its good points . 

Ventilation is a MUST! 

2 . Protective fences. Since I h ave assumed the directorship of the 

C/' 

zoo about ten children have been bitten and clawed, one seriously, 
,, by our animals . It is true tha t we h ave railings and KEEP OU'I' 
signs but children either too young to read or just because it 
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is possible to go underneath the railings do so . In order to 
protect these youngsters, and the city (from a legal action), 
I suggest that im..me d ia te measures be taken to remedy this most 
dangerous situation. Our present railings are inaadequate in 
that they are not high enough and are se t to close to the cageso 
It is very easy for the average adult to climb over or under them 
and it is ju.st an arm's reach f ~··om the railing to the cage proper. 
Many of our cages have no protective railings whatsoever. 

All the KEEP OUT sigp.§. in the world , or even one placed in front 
of every cage, would~ emedy this problem . 

I would suggest the following strictly temporary measux'es : That 
a temporary netting be placed between the upper and lower railings 
to screen off our pipe fences. 'l'his to be done both inside and 
outside the main building. l recommend that 630 feet of wire 
netting three feet wide be secured. This netting should be as 
heavy as possible tut fish-net netting would suffice as the most 
temporary of measures . 'iVhatever is done will be better than the 
present situation . 

I would fur·ther suggest that our rail1.ngs be built up at least 
one foot higher than they are at present to keep the pub1ic from 
climbing over the railing tops. 'i'his may be done b y attaching 
angle irons on every railing post , one foot high . 11hese foot 
high extensions could then be joined b y painted boards or sbrung 
with several rows of wire . · 

3. Live stewn gun . It is impossible to properly disinfect our cages 
at the present time . It is my opinion that the steam gun would 
reach into the ~racks o.nd crannies that our present cleaning fluids 
cannot r0ach . T4e walls of our cat caees have been babtized with 
urihe since they were last painted. It is it'1possible to reach these 
areas vii thout the use of a steam gun . rl'he use of such an instrument 
would make thecages more sanitary and habitable for the animals. 
I t w9uld tend to sweeten the odor of the building . 

Obviously this bit of equipment should eventually be available 
for the zoo's use every day , but in the meantime I would sugg est 
the use of the city's steam gun as often as nossible- -at least 
0 ~1ce a week .· 

4. Sunlamp. Since there is a lack of sunlight in our building , a large 
sunlamp that moves on wheels would be a much needed investment and 
should be used daily during the winter months. 'l'his lamp could also 
be used for irradiating foods before feeding. Ani nals do not need 
to have their eyes t protected . 

I would. suggest a second hand larnp be ·secured. A mercury lamp is 
easier to use, but a carbon arc would also sei->ve. I understand 
t n at many of Portland ' s street lights are ca r>bon arc lamps. One of 
these rigged up on a small movable cart might work o 

This is one of the most importang improvements I could suggest. 
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This report is submitted with the present emergency in mind. 

Improvements can be made byfosing, if necessary, second-hand and 

salvaged materials. Some of the improvements req~ire but little 

construction--mainly tearing down and refinishing. Other ex-

hibits have been designed for animals that require little hous-

ing, feed and care--specifically the reptiles and amphibians 

which heretofore have been neglected almost entirely. Further 

recommendations with educational, specific problems and publiv 

relationships. 

It must be made clear from the start that these suggestions 

are made for the Portland Zoo as it exists today in its present 
I 

location. Present installations and a few new improvements are 

discussed. 

If the zoo is to be expanded and possibly changed to a new 

site, then special plans and recommendations will be forthcoming 0 

I believe however, that the present building should be improved, 

the park redressed and everything cleaned up. This activity 

will undoubtedly stimulate public interest. If this is properly 

done--the Portland Zoo of the future will be a natural outgrowth. 

Perhaps at this time, more than any other people will con-

gregate at the zoo for the following reasons; 

1. People will need diversion and relaxation. 

2. The tire shortage and gas rationing will keep people in town. 

3. They will use the city parks more than ever before. 

4. It is imperative to keep the young people of the city mentally 

and emotionally happy. 

5. Primarily for these reasons, the zoo should be made as attrac-

tive as possible. 

Finally, the equipment asked for is essential and should be 

:immediately secured. When these suggestions are put into effect, 
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including the formation of a zoological society, I feel confident 

that the zoo can be transformed into an attractive and integral 

part of Portland's recreational and educational system. The 

zoo is now scenically located--the installations and program 

should be made to complete this picture so that the park can 

become a source of civic pride. 
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The Main Building 

First impressions are generally lasting. The setting of the 

main animal building is beautiful. From it the observer is treated 

to a magnificent view of Portland. It is indeed unfortunate that 

the construction of the building is such, that as a trained zoo 

man, I must say that it is wholly inadequate for its purpose. It 

is my opinion that buildings for mammals and birds should be built 

1n such a way that sufficient sunlight is always available to all 

enclosures. Proper ventilation must be provided for. There should 

be ample work i ng space and safety devices to assist and protect 

the people working with the an:1.J.na.J.s. Storage space should be more 

than ample. I would suggest that in the future, all costly con-

struction should not be attempted until expert a~ice, from those 

who know the needs of animals and zoo requirements, is secured. 

It would save money in the long run and suggestions, such as those 

that follow, would not be necessary. 

I shall discuss the building in f'our,_. parts: I-The Inside, 

II-The Outside, III-Basement and Foyers, IV•E~ipment Needed. 

I. D:1side of Main Building 

1. Ventilation, in my opinion is one of the major problems 0 

The air is actually foul at times--particularly when the 

doors are kept closed for any lenshh, of time--which they 

must be on cold and inclement days and during the night. 

During the summer months, I understand, air is better 

circulated because the doors may be kept open during 

visitor's hours. Still the building must be locked at 

night and then in the morning during the warm weather 

the odor is overwhelming. This bad air can do the animals 

no good and more than lilcely is causing them a great deal 
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of harm. Secondly, it causes the visitors to make un-

favorable comments, and--there is good reason to. 

There is at present only one animal building accessible 

to visitor's and this should be kept as clean smelling 

as possible from anesthetic as well as from a sanitary 

viewpointo 

It must be remembered that the odor is that of stale 

air and not that of the so-called "animal smell". The 

stale air is actually so power.ful at times (pabticularly 

near the parrot cage) that it is virtually impossible to 

distinguish the natural aroma of any one animal6 

In addition, this stale air smell penetrates to the 

basement,where there is also inadequate ventilation, 

making the keeper's quarters and dry feed room unsavory. 

The keepers have commented about this and conditions 

should be improved for healthful working conditions. 

Briefly, proper ventilation is important for the welfare 

of the animals and to protect the sensitive noses of the 

visiting public. 

Recommendations 

lo Secure the services of a ventilation engineer for 

expert advice. 

2. My personal opinion is that blowers of a fan type 

used to ventilate restaurant kitchens, properly 

placed would suck the foul air out of the building 

and blow it to the outside. I would suggest that 

four to six of these be installed and I think that 

they may be secured from a second hand restaurant 

supply company. They could be installed in the 
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upper winde!fs, two on each side of the building and one 

at each end. 

3. The least that should be done is to get some powerful 

rotating electric fans that would keep the air from 

settling in any one spoto In the long run, the blowers 

might prove . to be cheaper if the building is to be kept 

permanently• 

Bo Paint for Interior of Cage,s 

When exhibiting animals, it is important that they should 

be attractively displayed so that they may be seen easily 

by the visitors. Further, neatly painted cages add to 

the welfare of the animals and tend to remove the jail 

block appearance of the average zoo. All the cages should 

be rejuvenated. 

Reeonnnendations 

The interior of the cages should be painted with some 

weatherproof paint to suggest land(~, similiar to the 

color of cedar shavings) and sky (light blue-green). The 

edge where the two colors meet should be uneven to sug-

g~st a horizon line. The reasons for these suggestions are: 

1. Tan and blue-green would make each cage look larger. 

~, same as the floor color would make the floor 

seem to go out further. 

Blue-green on the wall would tend to make the cage look 

larger. 

2. Blue or blue-green will reflect light without too much 

glare. Tan is easy on the animal's eyes. 

3. The exhibit would be more interesting to look at as 

the wnimal would show to a greater advantage. 
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4. The spectator will not notice the bars or screen'ing 

so much if there are definite colors to show up be-

hind the animals. 

c. Bars and Screening 

· At the present time the bars and screening are painted 

either with aluminum paint or dark paint o The bars and 

screening could be made less conspicuous if painted with 

any dark neutral color, such as dark grey or black. It 

must have a dull, flat finish so as not to catch and re-

flect any light. 

Plain black is much better than aluminum as may be seen 

by comparing the visibility in the parrot cage, where 

the sides are painted dark, whereas the front bars are 

painted with aluminum. 

D. Further Recommendations for Cage Interiors. 

1. All cages housing the large cats should have the 

platforms raised several feet from the floor bottoms. 

a. Cats like to sleep and rest off the ground. 

b. Dampness is extremely bad for all felines. 

c. The platforms will provide for additional exercise 

as the cat must jump to reach the shelf. 

d. Platforms will provide better visibility for visitors. 

2. I recommend that tree stumps be placed in the cages, 

particularly for the cats. 

a. Cats need something to scratch on. If stumps are 

not available they will claw their platforms which 

must then be replaced frequently. 

bo It will provide a place for the animal to sit and 

feel more at homeo 



c. These stumps against the painted backgrounds I 

h ave suggested would make the enclosure appear 

to be a scene or a place--rather than a mere cageo 

3e Rolling objects should be place in the cages so that 

the animals may have somet~ing to play with at times 

and keep them from sulking. Swings and ropes are in-

cluded in this categoryo (I have started to remedy 

this situation.) 

4• If young lion (next to baboon) is to remain in that 

cage, this cage should be equipped with a steel trap 

door to protect the keepers who must clean the cage. 

The_ lion is constantly groYdng and the present wooden 

trap door presents a hazard. 
C.Floor shavings. It is my opinion that the •edar 

shavings are causing much of' the odor in the building. 

The odor of' cea.ar shavings in itself' is pleasing 

enough as it is of'ten used as an insect repellent. 

However, when f'eces and urine mixes with it--the 

combination is unsavory. 

I would recommend the use of' some odorless wood shav-

ings or substitute "bagasse" which is the remains of' 

crushed sugar cane. (Ref'er to the New York Zoological 

Park). This substitute may not be available in Portland. 

Straw is not advised. 

Ee North End of' Building 

This is the part of the building that now houses a wallaby, 

two porcupines and a civet. 

1. It is the poorest construct part of the building scjrar 

as exhibiting animals is concerned. 
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2. It is the dampest part of the building. 

3. Sunlight never enters this section. 

4. Extremely poor visibility from public's standpoint. 

5. This section is almost useless in its present state 

and practically a total losso 

6 0 The quarters are so inhospitable that the present 

anilnals generally stay in a small portion of the cage 

even though they have a large space to roam in 0 This 

is generally a bad sign. 

Recommendations - SEE SKETCHES -

With few changes this section could be utilized for wading 

birds that require little sunlight and are used to the cold 

and dampness. Such birds as ducks, geese, storks, cranes, 

pelicans, etc. would tend to brighten up this part of the 

building. Furtbennore the collection at present lacks these 

types of animals and it would tend to round out the exhibits. 

1. Arches cut into the two central walls could make one 

large good cage out of the three unsatisfactory ones. 

2. The cage floors are suitable in their present state--

so that with a slight alteration a wading pool may be 

constructed either in the center or at either or both 

of the two ends. 

3. The water faucets could be made into fountains by 

turning them upward. 

4. The inside bars could be removed and used somewhere else 

in the park or donated to the interests of national 

defense. 

5. Plate glass windows should be installed, at least for 

the l ower panels. They should be in three panes, the 
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center one to be on a pivot and used as a keeper's 

entrance and exit. Also t o be used to place the 

birds in the cage. 

In lieu of plate glass, the present set up oould be 

retained temporarily. The disadBantages are that the 

glass may not be strong enough to withstand the impact 

of a bird that might come up against ito Secondly, 

the wooden panels cut dovm the visibility and the 

smaller panes are harder to keep cleano 

~• The plate glass is only suggested for the lower 

tier of glass. There are two additional tiers above. 

Would need nine panes of glass, three of which to be 

doors, although two doors a:>-uld be used. 

6. Ducks from the city lakes may be used. 

If this recommendation is heeded, the result would be the 

reclamation of a poor present exhibit, better visibility, 

and an interesting display of local wild fowl--none of which 

are at present represented in our zoo. We are striving for 

a well balanced collection. 

F. Reptile and .Amphibian Exhibit 

Every . zoo either large or small should have a reptile ex-

hibit. In the case of the Portland Zoo there are a great 

many reasons why such a collection should be included at 

the present time. 

1. This division of animal life has been horribly neglected. 

2. People know less about reptiles and have more miss-in-

formation concerning them than any other animal group. 

3. Since the Portland population takes to the out of doors 

so much--it should be essential that these people have 
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the opportunity of recognizing our local fauna-~par-

ticularly to be able to disting"U.ish poisonous snakes 

from innocuous types. 

4. It is essential that the public be able to secure in-

formation regarding the 1st aid treatment for poisonous 

snake bite. 

5o Reptile exhibits are among the most popular in My 

zoological park and are sure fire in attracting crowds 

to the zoo.-

So There is no worthwhile reptile collection in the entire 

Pacific northwest. This alone is worth the cost of 

exhibition. 

7. Reptile exhibits, such as the one contemplated for this 

park, are relatively inexpensive to construct and still 

less expensive to maintain. 

a. It costs little to secure specimens. There are suf-

ficient Oregon animals to make an interesting showing. 

b. Other u.s. reptiles are easy and inexpensive to obtain. 

c. Due to the war, zoos must rely on local animals. This 

is perfect for Portland as practically no reptiles 

have been shown before. 

d. Costs little to maintain the collection as most reptiles 

and amphibians needJa'. to be fed only once every ten days 

to two weeks and at that oply a frog, mouse, rat, fish 

or a few insects and earthworms. 

e. The Main Building has unused space that could be adapted 

to the type of cage used to hpuse reptiles. 

SEE SKETCHES 

Would need, cages, each to be fit with a light, diaramic 

background, lock, water disho Also need some fish tanks. 
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G. Additional Repairs 

1. Railing in front of guinea pig cage should be re-

paired. '11he telephone used to be here and a ~ection 

of the railing was removed so that the phone might be 

used. 

2. Present railings allow easy access to the cages by 

visitors who crawl underneath. (Have placed KEEP 

OUT signs in various parts of the building to assist 

keepers in enforcing the regulation. 

3. The first cage on the west side of the building (next 

to the tiger cage) needs to have the door repaired . 

(Shall have this door replaced and repaired) 

With regard to item G. 2. re: railings--

Railings should be constructed to actually keep 

visitors away from the cages. It is never possible 

to tell when an animal may turn upon a person no 

matter how tame the animal 1nay be or has been in the 

past. Injured persons could bring legal action against 

the zoo. Adequate railings, such as now exist in the 

row of outdoor ea~es protect visitors from animals 

and animals from the visitors. 

II. Outside of Main Building 

A. Paint. Cages should be painted with a weather-proofed 

paint following much the same design as for the inside 

cages. 

Bo Platforms. All the larger cats should have raised plat-

forms in their cages where necessary. 
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l. The animals could get the full benefit of es·sential 

SW1Shine. 

2. The platforms would permit the animals to get away 

from the dampness. 

3. Raised platforms would make the animals more visible 

to the publ ic. 

4. The wood should be 2" x 12" and as long as necessary. 

c. Drains. The open drains from the lion cage enter the 

tiger cage. These should be covered to prevent contami-

nation of one animal to another in case of sickness. 

D. Trees, stumps, etc. These platfonns and playthings should 

be placed in the cages where necessary. The stumps in 

the large cat cages would permit a step from the slippery 

concrete to the platform. 

E. Fences. These should be so constructed to keep visitors 

away from cages. (Have placed KEEP OUT signs in various 

places, but all the signs in the world would still be 

ignored. 

F. Prairie Dog Exhibit. This should be moved outdoors and 

be reconstructed to make an interesting. display.
-

G. North End of Building. Discussed in I. Eo 

III. Basement and Foyers 

A. Basement (Dry-feed room, keeper's quarters and boiler 

room) 

These rooms are extremely messy and there is no order 

what-so-ever I 

1. Room!!!!!, be cleaned up. 

2. Room will be painted for cleanliness and additional 
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light. 

3. All feed will be placed in metal containers (to 

keep out rats and mice} and raised on platforms 

(to keep out dampness in case of flooding). 

4o All tools will be arranged and all equipment 

will be put into a proper place and so labled. 

5. Ventilation is a definite problem. 

6. Storage space is extremely limited. The basement 

should be enlarged. 

7. There is need for additional chairs. 

B. F<?yers 

1. Phone should be removed. (This has been done 

and proper identification signs put up by phone 

company since my arrival.} 

2. An additional phone bell should be installed as 

the present bell is not loud enough to be heard 

inside the main building. The telephone was moved 

to the top of the stairs that lead to the basement 

and is a definite improvement. 

3. Store-rooms and Space. There is a lack of suitable 

and adequate space for storing bales of hay and straw 

and cedar shavings. 

4. Unused toilets should be removed for additional spacec 

5. Buzzer System should be installed registering at a 

central point say in the keeper's quarters or director's 

office. Such a system, I believe is important in 

case of emergency. It may be that a keeper or park 

helper will need assistance. At present there is no 

way of signalling or summoning help except by yellingo 

Whistles may be substitu}d temporarily. 
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IV. Equipment Needed 

A. Sunlamp. Since there is a lack of sunlight, a sunlamp 

that moves on wheels would be a much needed investment 

and should be used during the winter months. I feel 

confident that it would save money in the long run. 

1. Would supply much needed sunlight during winter 

months, and is essential to sun loving animals. 

2. Would cut down veterinarian bills and medicinal 

costs. 

3. Used for irradiating foods before feeding. This 

has been done at the Toledo Zoo with excellent re-

sults. 

4. It takes the keepers from 10-15 minutes each day 

to clean the cages of the main building. The sun-

lamp would be rolled along in front of the cage 

next to the one being cleaned out. As the keeper 

leaves the cage, he would set the lamp ahead a cage, 

so there is little extra work involved. 

5. A must! Probably the most important piece of equip-

ment that I could suggest. 

B. Live Steam Guno This is a must for sterilizing cages. 

l. Would cut dovm the cost of chemicals, disinfectants 

and cleaning fluids. 

2. Most chemicals for disinfectants are dsngerous to 

the animals unless thoroughly washed out after using. 

3. Easy to use after it is once installed. 

4. Insures complete sterilization by entering corners and 

cracks that are not easily reached by ordinary xdis-

infectants. 



- 15 -

5. Can be used on walls and tops of cages. 

6. Dries quic~ly. 

7. No odor. 

c. Infra-red bulbs. I woW2d suggest that infra-red bulbs 

be used in place of the ordinary bulbs that are now 

used to light up the interior of the cages. 

1. They have rays beneficial to the animals. 

2. Throw as much light as an ordinary bulb of same 

wattage. 

3. Throw off considerable heato 

4. Cost very little more than ordinary bulbs and are 

more than worth the difference in costo 

D. Fire extinguishers. There are none in the park. I 

would recommend at least three to be used in case of 

fire and to be used against fires caused by inciddiary 

bombs. 

Eo Sand Bags. For use in case of air-raids and to be used 

in combatting incindiary bombs. Understand that this 

can be secured from the Fire Department. 

F. Nets. There should be at least four good sized nets 

for use in catching small animals and birds for either 

shipping animals or transferring them from one cage to 

another. 

G. Metal Vice. The keeper who serves as carpenter has 

requested that we secure a vice so that minor repairs 

can be facilitated. There are always many small repairs 

to be made and too much time is wasted if it is necessary 

to send out our measuram.ents. 

H. Feed Trucko To help keepers carry pails of food. (Secured) 
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I. Complete First Aid Kit. This is for use in case , of 

emergency to keepers or injured visitors. It should 

be kept in a special place and conspicuously marked. 

Reasons for its use are obvious and should include 

the following items to always be replaced as used. 

1 11l~ compress on adhesive in individual packages.
2, 2" n n t1 n n " 

4 11 11 11 11 113. " t1 

4. Sterile gauze squares about 3 11 x3" in individual packages. 
5, Assorted sterile bandage compresses in individual pks. 
6, Triangular bandages. (at lea st 2) 
7~ Sterile gauze in individual packages about 1 square yard.s. Picric acid gauze. · 
9. · Burn ointment ·such as 5% tannic acid jelly. 
10~ Eye dressings. 
11~ Iodine (mild) in individual ampoules. 
12~ Aromatic spirits of annnonia in ampouleso 
13~ Inelastic tourniquet (with pad). 
14. Scissors. 

,15. 3" splintet forceps. 
16. ~aper cups. 
1'7. l" and 2 11 roller bandage. 
18e Wire or thin board splint. 
19. Castor oil or mineral oil for use in eyes. Sterile 

and in sraall tubes, 
20~ Stretcher (canvas). 
21. First aid book. 

J. Wasted Heat in Main Building 

During this present emergency it will be increasingly 

difficult to secure fuel for heating the Main Building. 

At present most of the heat rises to the central dome 
d4a..l 

thus representing a geeatAof wasted warmth. It is 

recommended that this dome be shut off either temporarily 

or permanently with some flooring. 
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I. Suggested Improvements (exclusive of Main Building) 

Ae Salvage of Old Eagle Aviary -SEE SKETCHES 

The concrete base of the old eagle aviary now lies unused. 

People still go down to look at it as paths lead to and from 

it. 

Recommendations 

The remains of this aviary can be made into an interesting, 

worthwhile and serviceable exhibit of a circular cage type to 

house small :mammals. The job is already half done because of 

the good concrete base and water connections. It is my sug-

gestion that a circular group of cages, constI'Ucted of pipe 

and heavy wire, be made of it. There would be a small house 

in the center not over six feet high. It would be large 

enough to serve as the sleeping quarters and would lead to 

the outside. It would also house a small oil stove to warm 

the building during extremely cold winter days. Either six 

or eight cages would radiate from the central house. Shift-

ing cages should be provided for as well as a keeper's door 

to the house and doors on each of the cages for cleaning 

purposes. 

Such enclosures could house: 

l. Squirrel exhibit with moving wheels and appropriate trees. 

2. Skunks, porcupines, badgers, civet cat, or any small mammal. 

If the above suggestion is not satisfactory there are two other 

possibilities: 

1. A small circular building to house perching birds. 

2. A small circular building to house a reptile collection 

instead of having the cages in the Mail Building. 
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B. Guinea Pig 11Hotel 11 - SEE SKETCHES 

An inexpensive am.using exhibit can be made by utilizing 

our always growing collection of guinea pigs. It is 

my suggestion to build a house about t hree to three and 

a half feet long and about two and a half feet to t he top 

of the roof. 1l1he roof should be removable so that the 

keeper can clean out the inside and clean out the little 

stalls and nest that will be provided for. T'nere should 

be a lot of windows and doors for t h e guinea pigs to poke 

their neads througn and to enter the house. These animals 

also like to use wheels, so I thought of a style whereby 

the wheel is incorporated into the house--namely that of 

an old water wheel millo The whole structure should 

be gaily painted and named 11 01d Mill Hotel 11 • 

C. Barless Cages - SEE SKETCHES 

I am very much in favor of barless enclosures such as 

has been constructed for the sunbear, for the following 

reasons: 

1. It does away with old style bars and wire. 

2. Better for the animals. 

3. Easier for the public to see the animals. 

4. Easier to clean and care for -the animals. 

5. More sanitary. 

6. Utilizes all available sunlight. 

7. Easier to keep in repair. 

8. Cheaper to construct in the long run. 

My recommendation is to build this type of enclosure or 

grotto whenever feasible and possible. It is excellent 

for lions, tigers, bears, etc. Circular enclosures using 

bricks and concrete may be satisfactorily built for smaller 
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animals such as foxes, coyotes, bobcats, coatis, ocelots, 

etc. 

It is my opinion that materials for this type of construc-

tion are not on the priorities list and therefore may be 

used at this time. 

Do Black and Brown Bear Pit 

This pit is satisfactory ih many respects. It is large 

and roomy. The animals seem to do well in it. It is a 

difficult enclosure to keep clean due to the numerous 

rocks. It is also suggested that the bars be painted 

every so often to keep them from rusting. Eventually, 

I would suggest that these bars be removed and the 

concrete beblilt up so as to give the effect of a barless 

grotto. 

E. Grizzly Bear's Cage 

These tremendous animals should have larger q~arters to 

show them to their best advantage. A grotto or pit 

constructed down the road toward the rose gardens would 

be satisfactory. 

F. Sm.all .Animal and Bird Cages 

I am including the row of outdoor cages and the five 

square single cages in this discussion. These are, 

for the most part, makeshifto If they are to be main-

tained in this manner, I would suggest that all wooden 

frames be replaced with metal piping. This has been 

done in several instances. Concrete or even brick 

corners may be substituted for the ordinary pipes to 

give the encleaures a more permeaane appearance. Even-

tually the wood will rot due to the dampness. In addi-
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many of these animals scrape, scratch and dig--and wood 

cannot stand t his further punishment. 

G. Pheasant Runs 

At present the pheasants, peafowl, a raven and magpie 

are in the large flying cage. Pheasants and peafo:twl 

would do much better in separate runs. As a matter of 

fact, the peafowl should be allowed to roam around the 

park at will. I understand t hat this is not possible 

because of the numerous dogs that come into the park. 

Until such time as it will be possible to fence the 

entire zoological park or to exclude dogs permanently, 

it will not be possible release these showy birds. 

The proposed pheasant runs should be about forty feet 

long and about ten feet wide. A suggested site for 

this is next to the sun bear grotto and the last cage 

of the outdoor row. There is an area 45 1x40 1 o Three 

partitions of 10' would make four satisfactory run s. 

Each run should have a hutch or one large hutch with 

four enm:trances would do. A family of pheasants, say 

one male and three or four females would occ1.1%py a run 

of this size. It will eliminate our present trouble of 

a pugnacious bird constantly tormenting the others. At 

present a bossy cock silver pheasant makes life miserable 

for the rest of the inmates. 

H. Present Pheasant Cage 

When the pheasants and peafowl have been moved to their 

new quarters, we then may place the raven and magpie in 

one of the mmall square cages leaving our flying cage 

free. In the swnmertime this cage, cleared of the birds, 
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could be used for a spectacular monkey exhibit. Our 

monkeys placed in this enclosure would be able to get the 

sunshine they so badly need. This would cut down their 

possibility of contracting TB and thus make them more 

r •esisteilt for their winter without much actual sunshine 

inside the main building. The daily use of the sun lamp 

already recommended, I believe, would keep in check the 

tendency of monkeys to contract TB and colds during the 

winter months and thus tide them over until the following 

summer. 

Further, this cage, so centrally located could be one 

of our major attractions or the amusing antics of the 

simians would undoubtedly be a drawing card for visitors. 

I• Prairie Dog Exhibit 

A prairie dog exhibit properly construc~ed can be made 

interesting and should be in every park. We have two or 

three 11 dogs 11 now but they are seldom seen by the public. 

As these animals dig down for 15 feet or more--it would 

be necessary to given themsufficient room to dig about 

it. There should be some method of insuring adequate 

drainage and also to secure the enclosure so that the 

rodents will not dig themselves out. 

J~ Macaws and Cockatoos 

These birds should be placed outside of the Main Building 

during the warmer months. Suitable stands, higher than 

the reach of visitors can be constructed. These birds 

may then show themselves to their best advantage. 

K. Owls. 

There are at present three Pacific Great Horned Owls in a 
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square outdoor cage. They sit on a perch high up •and 

are seldom seen by the visitors. I recommended that 
• 

three or four post about 8" in diameter be placed in 

the cage. The tops to be not more t~an eight to ten 

feet f r om the ground and flat topped. A perch should 

be provided on each perch. Next I would suggest that 

at deep niche some 18" high and as deep and wide as 

possible be chiseled out. These niches should have 

a perch at the entrance . I believe that the owls would 

use these holes and could always be seen to good ad-

va.Y1tage. 

L. Reptile Pit-SEE SKETCHES 

This would house local snakes, turtles and lizards dur-

ing the warmer months. This is a must as it has never 

before been done in the Portland Zoo. Local reptiles 

(non-venomous) properly labled for identification would 

be an inovation. It should contain a small pond which 

would serve as a moat and would be used by the turtles 

and water loving snakes. Low bushes, rocks and stumps 

should be included to make a suitable background. 

Sometiraes it might be advisable to change the nature of 

the pit to add variety. Here is a suggested program for 

three successive summers: 

1. sagebrush and desert scene. 

2. s wamp slfene (possibly of the Southeastern u. s.) 
3. local Portland scene. 

If this proves popular several pits might be constructed. 

During the winter months these ani~nals would be housed in 

our indoor reptile collection. Local animals may be re-
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leased if they are too numerous in our collection. I 

understand that many snakes occor normally in the city 

parks. 

Refer to Page 9 of this report for my reasons in sug-

gesting a reptile exhibit. 

M. Baby Pet Zoo 

In an earlier part of this report I have recommended 

suitable fences to protect the public .from the animals 

and the animals from the public. This refers only to 

the potentially dangerous animals. I believe that 

visitors and particularly young people should have the 

unforgetable experience of being able to touch and 

handle animals. It promotes a love for wild life as 

well as other reasons that the reader will immediately 

think of particularly if he or she is a parent. 

I would suggest a low fenced in enclosure high enough 

to keep the animals and small children in, but not too 

high for aparent to step over to secure the child. 

Such a pen would at most be temporary for a few hours 

each day and should have an attenden t in charge. Animals 

such as tame rabbits, guinea pigs, small lamb, ta.me duck 

or goose, turtles, etc. be used for this exhibit. 

It is my opinion that this would prove to be a most fasci-

nating display. It should be intended primarily for 

children, but like electric trains, I imagine that the 

adults willwant to make good use of it. 

o. Beaver and Otter Exhibit - Or@90,,, ,·s k >1own &s -d,e t>eo)ver St c,)+e 

Some provision ~hould be made to have a pond to display 

thise most interest animals. They are extremely active 

and would be a source of constant amus:mment and educationo 
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P. Hoofed Stock Corrals 

Mud is the chief problem. It is particularly bad around 

the various barns and causes the disease of "foot rot" in 

our collection. I think also, that some of the animals 

should be segregated. I believe that different types of 

animals may be kept together, but if possible only those 

from the same continent be kept together. For ex.ample, 

hoofed stock from North Amezica may be mixed, those from 

Africa in another enclosure--mixed, etco 

However, you will always find trouble makers that make 

life miserable for the others. These specimens guilty 

of such conduct should be removed from the group and 

segregated. 

I also believe that land can become contaminated and 

overgrazed. Land should be allowed to rest, especially 

if animals have fed or grazed from it over long periods 

of time. This is extremely important, particularly if 

animals have been taken sick on any land. This infected 

land should be allowed to rest and to give time for the 

sun, rain, air, etc. to kill off the germs and bacteria 

that will be found. Just diseased areas, should be 

plowed and turned under and then if possible reseeded 

with grass and replanted with trees and shrubso 

1. Black-tailed Deer and Pig Corral 

Wild swine and deer should not be kept together. At 

present the two peccaries and African wart-hog run 

the deer around the enclosure and snap at their 

feet. This is definitely bad. 

The enclosure itself, I understand, has a bad reputa-
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tion :for deer--as all previous examples have · died in 

this enclosure. I would suggest that this range be 

extended to cover the ground between the present 

range and the bear pits. This would give the deer 

a chance to get onto new territory. It would let 

most of the present np1ge rest although the pigs 

could remain. · The black-tailed deer would come down 

at night to use the same barn. I:f white-tailed deer 

(in the large corral) are :free from disease, they may 

be moved into the rew enclosure. 

2. Buf:falo, Elk, Fallow and Sika Deer Range 

I would suggest a number of divided ranges soar-

ranged that the animals may be moved from one cor-

ral to another. This would perm.it some of the land 

to rest each year. Runs should be made so that 

moving can be facilitated. 

There are several possibilities: 

a. There is a proposed road below the iron fence 

and has been laid out. It cuts the present range 

into two parts. Our new ranges could be built 

below the road, so that visitors could have ac-

cess to both old and new corrxals. This does 

not seem advisable during the war--as the Army 

has deemed this area restricted as it close to 
1• the resav~s ~--

b. New corrals and enclosures could be built above 

the finished road along side of the black-tailed 

deer corral and the motorcycle runo There is a 

fine hill and valley that is ideal and has never 
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been used. A run may be built under the road to 

facilitate moving and also to utilize the present. 
barns. 

Further Reconnnendations. 

a. All muddy sections around the barns and feed 

racks should be filled in with gravel, concrete 

or wood. 

b. Our quarantine quabters should be improved for 

sick animals. These quarters should be made 

more sanitary and covered with concrete, if 

possible so that it will be able to wash down 

and disinfect the quarters. It is impossible 

to keep down reinfection at the present timeo 

c. OU.r "cattle dip" should be improved so that the 

treatment of sick animals be facilitated. 

do Confining runs should be constructed to facili-

tate the capture of animals to be treated and 

rtm through the dip and bath. 

e. The Sika or Japanese Deer should be segregated 

as they annoy all the other animals. 

fo Buffalo and Yak could be kept together if they 

are free from TBo 

g. The sheep may be kept together. (Aoudad, Mouflon, 

and Karakul ) 

ho The Fallow Deer from Europe could be kept with 

the Elko 

io Nilgai should be separated or could be kept with 

any new antelope that might arrive in the future 

j. The wild swine ma.y be kept together. 
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II. S~ggested Improvements (exclusive of animal exhibits} 

A. Garbage Disposal & General Clean Up 

At the present time garbage is dumped behind the concession 

stand in full view of the public. 

1. It is unsightly. 

2o It is unsanitary as it carries odors and is the breed-

ing place for flies and vermin. 

3. It is not picked up regularly. 

4o It causes derogatory remarks and comments by visitors 

that are truly warranted but does the reputation of 

the Zoo, Bureau of Parks and City of Portland no good. 

Reconnnendation 

1. To sink a large metal receptacle in the side of a hill 

close to a road but away f r om the visitor's sight. If 

it is to be seen by the visitors it should 14ok ser-

viceable and be kept spotlessly cleano 

2. It should have a door so that the garbage and refuse 

may be easily collected from the bottono It may be 

thrown in from the top but should have a cover on it. 

In this way, if the garbage is not picked up for a day 

or so, little harm can be done, for at least it will 

be stored and is as sanitary as possible. 

3. If this metal container cannot be constructed at the 

present time, garbage may be placed in regular garbage 

cans, but must be regularly collected once every day. 

The buildings and grounds should be cleaned up. I have 

authorized a general clean up and this is well under way. 

B. Walles and Drives 

1. I would suggest that the wallcs around the main building 
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be paved or covered with some other "walk" material 

so that visitors will not be forced to sink into the 

so.ft mud. 

2o Would also suggest that the dirt steps made dovm the 

hill by the men's aide of the rest room be replaced 

with more permanent steps. 

3o Would suggest that all mud~holes in .front of exhibits, 

particulary the bear pit and in parking spaces, be 

filled in course gravel screenings to cut down the 

mud hazard. 

4. Would also suggest that stairs or ramp ,(or both) be 

cut into the turf (on the slope) on the North side 

of the main building. At present visit<rs walk up 

this fteep side and cut divots in the grass. These 

steps would cut down the hazard of falling and per-

mit the keepers and Director a. direct cut from the 

office to the telephone. 

5o If the small mammal house is to be constructed on 

the site of the old eagle aviary, then the steps 

leading to it from the automobile drive should be 

made more navigable and safer. 

Co Icebox, Butcher Shop, & Director's Office 

There is a definite lack of storage space at present. 

We need room to store bales of hay, straw, vegetables, 

equipment, etc. At the moment the Director is using a 

damp, poorly lighted, poorly ventilated, inhospitable 

room in the butcher shop. This room was originally 

intended for a storage roomo If a zoo director is to be 

maintained, suitable qu4ers should be established where 

he may conduct his written work, keep his records, house 
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the zoo libra~nd meet visitors who come with problems. 

D. Signs and Labels - SEE SKETCHES 

The most direct way that the publiv is infonned of our 

collections and act;vities at the zoo is by the means 

of labels and signs. At present signs are almost lack-

ing and the labels incomplete and not suitable to our 

needs. 

S~gns 

le Most of the entrances to Washington Park are now 
. 

blocked off. Signs stating definitely that ZOO IS 

OPEN (and directions for getting there by car or foot) 

should be posted on all gates. Many of Portland 1 s 

inhabitants do not know that the zoo is opened. 

Secondly, so many people in the city are newcomers, 

that directions should be given to this new faction. 

2. Arrow signs should be put up in the zoo proper to 

indicate the location of all e.xhibitso 

3o A central bulletin board should be constructed and 

conspicuously placed to contain: 

a. A simple map of the zoo showing location of all 

exhibits. 

b. Bulletins of interest, such as news of the zoo, 

new arrivals, births, lectures, etc., should be 

postedo 

Labels 

Every cage and every exhibit should have an interesting, 

colorful, non-technical, informative label of a new and 

novel d esign. These signs should be neatly painted and 

made permanent. The signs should be about ll"xJ.411 with 
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a background of light blue for instance to make -the 

sign conspicuous and colorful. The sign will include 

the outline of the particular continent that the ani-

mal comes from. Each sign will then include: 

lo Name of animal 

2. Map of continent 

3. Sketch of animal for quick identification 

4. Interesting information. 

The materials needed will be paint materials, proper 

brushes and the sign itself to be either metal, pressed 

wood, celotex, plywood, beaverboard--or whatever is 

available. Metal is besto Services of artist will be needed. 

E. Nature Trails 

The many trails in and about the Zoo should be utilized 

for nature trails. Every interesting tree, shrub, 

flower, rock outcrop, etc., should be indicated by a 

novel rustic label. Beat suggesting is to attach a 

triangular wooden block attached to a natural post 

still covered with bark. The block should be attached 

to the post in such a way that it is moveable and the 

visitor can read the information on the nat sides of 

the block. 

The trail should not be over a mile long and should 

finally lead the visitor to the Zoo. 

This is an excellent project for the boy sckouts or a 

high school--particularly the latter. The program may 

be set up as follows for a single school: 

1. The carpentry class can make the wooden blocks. 

They will also cut the posts. (There are many 

serviceable broken boughs in Washington Park.) 



- 31 -

2. The biology class and the nature clubs can i~entify 

the plants and other materials. They will also check 

on all scientific information for accuracy. 

3. The english and journalism classes can compose the 

actual wording and captions. They will also check 

for grammar. 

4. The art classes can paint on the captions or if 

type is used--the typing classes could do it instead. 

In this way the Zoo and park could tie up with the school . 

program in an active program of participation and at the 

same time set up a worthwhile and interesting project. 

I further believe that there will be less vandalism than 

usual because it will be the handicraft of the children 

themselves. They are .not so apt to mutilate something 

that they spent a long time in constructing. 

F. Zoo Cabin or Trail Museum with Small Animal Hospital 

A small rustic cabin should be constructed (of logs?) 

in the Zoo. This cabin should consist of three rooms. 

l. Small Animal Hospital 

2. Director's Office 

3. Main room for small museum collection; seats (folding) 

for impromptu talks and lectures. 

This building could well become the center of activity 

of all natural history societies in Portland. Ee.ch group 

represented should have access to a table to place out 

exhibits of flowers, plants, trees, rocks, insect collec-

tion, bird charts, etc. These tables should be located 

on the sides of the room leaving the center free to set 

up the chairs to seat people desiring to hear talks and 

discussions. 
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The Director's Office may be located in this building so 

as to direct all activities. 

The Small Animal Hospital, closed to the public, may al.so 

be housed here for at the s rune time it can be under the 

innnediate supervision of the Director. 

G. Veterinarian Service and Hospital 

The present practice is to secure the services of a 

veterinarian whenever necessary. At the moment the collec-

tion is too small tb ,;warrant full time services of a D. V .M. 

Reconnuendation 

It is suggested that a retainer fee be paid to some ef-

ficient veterinarian. His duty would be to look over the 

collection at regular intervals and maintain a program of 

preventive medicine. Further it would be his duty to keep 

the collection in as good health as possible and to re-

commend diets, feeding schedules, etco He would receive 

no pay except his retainer fee which should be adequate 

to sustain interest--still not a large as a salary. If 

he is a good man, his preventive suggestions will cut 
I,

down mortality and ¾us less need for his service•• The 

zoo should pay for all necessary medicines. He need 

visit the zoo only once a weeko 

The present size of the zoo is too small for a hospital 

of any size, but there should be, as soon as possible, 

a small building, or seperate room as suggested in part 

F. a few paragraphs above. At any rate there should be 

some section in the zoo segregated from the rest of the 

collection to house and quarantine animals with temporary 

ailments so ~at they may be treated and thus not sprea~ 

any infection. Newcomers would be placed in quarantine. 
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It is my opinion that sick, maimed or lame animals should 

be removed from the public's gaze. On the other hand, 

their ailments may be only temporary and every effort 

should be made to make the patient feel as comfortable 

as possible. 

H. Keeper's Situation 

At present the zoo has a staff drawn upon from the Park 

Depadtment. It is difficult to get men that know animals. 

It truces some time to break in a competent animal keeper. 

Further, it requires a special type of ability, clear 

thinking and a kind disposition to properly handle 

dangerous animals. Almost any sort of position can be 

perilous. One takes his life in his hands whenever he 

crosses the street. It is not anyone who can handle 

animals as it is not merely a question of cleaning out 

a cage. If the Zoo is to make any sort of a showing, 

a good keeper must be proud of his work. It is a sort 

of distinction acquired by few. For the most part our 

men are good. Just as soon as we really find a good one 

an order comes through for his withdrawel at a moments 

notice in order to handle some other position. 

Recommendation 

It is suggested that a special position or positions 

be formed for zoo jobs. These men should receive pay 

commensurate with the new position in light of the 

hazards involved. In other words they should a 

special title and pay to matcho Such titles could be: 

Head Keeper, First Keeper, Second Keeper, Zoo Chef, etc. 

When the Zoo assumes greater proportions they should 

have a special uniform. At present they should have 
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some article of clothing to set them aside from the 

public for quick identification. The public should 

be able to distinguish the keepers at a glance. I 

would suggest that the men wear a cap such as is 

worn by the military, preferably green or black. It 

should also carry a badge designating the title of 

the individual. This badge too, would give the man 

the necessary authority to enforce a number of park 

regulations. 

I believe further that the zoo men should strive to 

attain a standard of personal neatness. Even though 

a person may be working with materials that cause 

smears of dirt--the individual himself can still re-

tain a quality of cleanliness. 

To attain all of this--the men should feel that it is 

an honor to work in the Portland Zoological Parko The 

pay and titles should click to the extent that it 

should be extremely easy to pick the type of person 

to fill any particular job. All of this is essential 

to the efficient running of a first rate zoological park. 

I. Public Relationships 

Publicity can make or break any public institution and 

zoos are no exception to this rule. Heretofore, most 

of the publicity for the park has been through the medium 

of the newspapers. This is excellent and should be 

maintained and encouraged. Two other phases, I believe 

have been neglected. The park should be brought to the 

public's attention by as many ways as possible 

Recommendation 

1. The present director will attempt to give talks at 
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the park whenever there are sufficient people to 

warrant such a procedure. This would probably be 

on Saturday and Sundays. These talks would be on a 

variety of subjects to be posted on the Park's 

Bulletin Board. It is hopaithat these discussions 

will help the public to better realize the advantages 

of their Zoo. 

A public address system is highly suggested for this& 

2. The present director will attempt to i➔uaate a 

weekly radio program to consist at first, pr~narily 

of questions and answers to stimulate the listener's 

interest. Later more complex progrruns may be de-

veloped. 

3. It is recommended that the public schoolx teachers 

be acquainted with the possibilities as offered by 

a progressive zoological park. The present director 

will attempt to inaugurate some connection between 

the public schools, secondary schools, colleges and 

the zoo. 

4. The zoo should attempt to attract such organizations 

as the Boy Scouts, Audubon Society, Isaac Walton 

League, Natural History and Zoological Societies. 

5. The present director will do all in his power to 

maintain cordial newspaper relationships. 

J. Formation of a Portland Zoological Society 

There is no zoological society active in the zoo's affair 

at the memento I think that one solution of the Zoo's 

problems would be the formation or a live wire zoologi-

cal society. The governing board of which to be made up 
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of a dozen or so of Portland's substantial citizenso 

The society itself should consist of all interested 

parties willing to cooperate, to uphold the platform. 

or ideals of the organization and to faithfully con-

tribute their annual dueso A junior zoological society 

should also be formed to be made up of interested 

children and youths, with their separate charter and 

annual dues. 

Thia society can, in cooperation with the City of 

Portland, take an active interest in the park, help 

formulate its policies, its recreational and educational 

programs, build up the zoo's collections, buildingsD 

equipment, staff, etc. It should attempt to foster 

the study of zoology and natural history. Furthermore, 

it must have a platform of recreation, education and 

conservation,·based on Democratic Ideals. 

Benefits of membership would include annual meetings, 

picnics, lectures by the staff, and by prom~ent outside 

speakers, publications if any and the support of the 

society's platforms and ideals. 

The society may subscribe to various events such as, 

photographic and essay contests, animal naming contests, 

expeditions, new exhibits, etco In the case of contests, 

defense bonds, cash prizes, or books, etc., may be offered. 

The Portland Zoo needs the active support of an interested 

group of public spirited and minded citizens to give the 

necessary incentive, push, dignity and civic prideo If 

such a group can be formed--they will want to build up the 

zoo, they will have to interest the people of Portland and 

have a properly run park to carry the name of the society. 
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CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENCE 
(NOT FOR MAILING) 

October a, 1943 

From Dept. of Portland Zoological Park 
To Dept. of Bureau of Parks 
Addressed to r . c. P. Keyser, Supt . 
Subj£ct Remention of the grave-yard watch at the zoo . 

Dear Mr . Keyser: 

I wish to SUF_Eest that the grave-yard watch at t he 
Portland Zoological Park be permanently retained for the fol -
lowing reasons: -

1. It is cheap insurance to have a collection of potentially 
dangerous animals ur,der constant surveillance at all times 
in order to safe ard t ho citizens of Portland . 

2 . All of our cats must be re arded as dangerous at all times--
particularly at nig.~t . As you know, members of the eat family 
at primarily nocturnal and are most active during the hours 
of darkness . 'ihey must be watched continuously 1n order to 
know that t hey are securely caged. 

3 . Our large cat caees , lions and tigers, as well as some of 
the other cages cannot be regarded as safe . A watchman 
should be on hand for any ev ntuality in order to give the 
alarm to the police or notify the zoo director . As you 
know our lions and ti ers are caged 1n enclosures having only 
"monkey mesh" .for protection! 'I'hese cages are in need of 
repair or rein.fo r cement • 

4 . ost vandalism has occured at night and we have had several 
attempts . This attempts, you ill r call , were made when we 
did not have a watchman on duty . The at t empts probably ~ould 
not have been made ll we had a man pa.trolling the area . 

5 . In ttie last to years our a.ni ~l collection has increased 1n 
value and represents money to the City . A watchman should 
be on hand to protect t hat investment . ~u1ld1ngs, grounds 
and equipment also represent a sizable investment and should 
deserve p rotection . 

6 . ring the winter months a watc>:1..man should be on hand to 
see to it that our water pipes are kept from freezing . 

7. A man should be on duty during the winter to keep the snow 
off our cages to prevent their collapse . He must also see 
that falling tree 11.ibs do not pierce any cage and liberate 
the animals . 
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a. During the summer months a iatchman should be on hand 'to report 
fires . e bad one during th past summer which could have 
spread to the -rest Side bills and caus d untold damage if' it 
had not been reporte and checked. 

9 . Past and present watchman have reported "late visitors" to 
the zoo . 'I'h se people have been told to lave . There is no 
ascertainin what these people ould have done 1t they nad 
not been found . Any person wno visits e zoo af'ter llP•• 
must v somer eason for doin so--obv1ously it 1s not to 
look at the animals . Drunks have been found at the zoo at 
late hours . 1'hese p ople should not be allowed free run of 
the zoo in an intoxicated condition. Stolen cars have been 
left abandoned at the zoo on various occasions . 

10 . On numerous occasions it has been necessary to give special 
attention to our animals late at night . Sick and baby animals 
must be tended to approxii ately every two hours . Baby animals 
must be fed after llP .M. For example, our baby polar bear 
value t 800 . 00 must be fen after mldnigp.t . 

11 . A person must be on duty at all times to notify the director 
in ca e of any emergency. 

12 . The pol1ee do not patrol t he upper part of t he zoo at n ight . 

13. All of the nbove rea ons are in addition to war time hazard 
such as air-raid or aabatago int nded to cue hysteria and 
confusion, 

14. It cost is a consider t1on, a special. position of watchman 
would bo set up with a watchman's pay involved. 

15 . A man charged with the responsibility of tchman 1 s duties 
serves as a protection to the City government s ell as 
to the slumbering public . In this ay, t he Bureau of Pa1ice , 
or the City could not be charged or accused of negligence 
for trucing the proper satety precautions 1'or any oceurance . 

16 . It the late watchman h1ft is don away 1th--! r fuse to 
assume the responsib111ty for anyth1n that happens at 
the zoo during th hours normally patrolled and protected 
by the grave yard shift . 

I sine rely hope that this ost important shift be 
retained . 

~;:::;: 
A~u~-;;: Oreenhall• 

cc to 1Ion . Kenneth L. Cooper. Commissioner of Finance 

Direct 



The Government Purch(/sing Commission of the Soviet Union in the U.S.A. 
REPRESENTATIVE IN PORTLAND, OREGON 

233 S. W. SIXTH AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

TELEPHONE ATWATER 9192November 30, 1943 

Mr. Kenneth L. Cooper 
Commissioner 
Department of Finance 
City of Portland 
City 

Dear Sir: 

Thank you for your kind letter concerning the 

pets contributed by Russian Seamen. We are glad to learn 

that a greatly increased interest has been created in your 

zoo. 

Russian Captains and Seamen find it no hard-

ship to bring such pets to the people of Portland , and 

they will be highly pleased to know that they have con-

tributed to the pleasure and education of Americans in 

this locality. 

Sincerely yours, 

T. I. Kalinin 
Vice-Representa 

THE GOVT. PURCH. CO MM . OF THE 
SOVIET UNION IN THE U.S. A. 

t TIK:ec 
frt . 
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BUREAU OF PARKS 
314 CITY HALL 

C. P.KEYSER 
SUPERINTENDENT 

:?Ofrl1LAND ZOOLOG ICJI..L PARK 
314 City Hall 

Portland 4 , Oregon 

Nov . 25, 1943 

Hon . Kenr_e th L . Cooper, Cormnissioner 
Department of Finance 
Citv Hall 
Portland 4, Oregon 

De ar Commissioner Coope r: 

You r.1ay be inte reste d. to know -c11at vre have receiv8d 
a number of valuable additions to our zoolog,ical collections 
from the c rews of various Joviet vessels t u at have arr:i_ved i n 
Portland. 

Specifically VJe nave t ,Lrn following gifts: -

1 Sea Eagle 
1 Kamchatka Brown Bear 
1 Himala-van Black Bear 
1 Folar Bear 
1 Snow-v Owl 

I have estimated this collection to be worth approxi-
matelv 'l ROO . 

I feel that t he City of Portland, b _y a c cep ting, these 
ani:r1als as g ifts, has done much to strengthen locally,mutual and 
friendly relations between t~ e two governments . 

A great manv 0 0 vie t sailors have visi te n the zoo and 
were g r e atlv interested a11d pleased when they saw tne various 
animals wni ch had been donated by t he ir fellows. 

~ou ,•1ill re call t,.ie one incident of t~ e woman member of 
e rmssian ship's cre-..,,1 who vid,.ted 11 Mischa 11 the Brown Bear sn.e had 
broui:n t ove r from ..... iberia . 'fhis vi s it resulted in nationwide 
publicity for tne Fortlsr1d Zoolocical Park since t n e incident had 
been pictorially recorded for a national magazine . 

It would have been i mpossible for us to obtain t he se 
fine an j_mals if it 11ad not b een for the .'.:>oviet Government 
Purchas i ng Commi8sion t ~1at interceded on our behalf . 
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CITY OF PORTLAND , ,, . . . -~ · . · , . 

IN T ER-O F FICE CORR ESPONDEN C · - , "-\• 
(NOT FOR MAI LING) 

. , 

May 20, 1943 ~ 

From Dept. of Portland Zoological Park 

To Dept. of Depa~t-ment of Finance 

Addressed to Commissioner Kenneth L. Cooper 

Subject Report of Arthur M. Greenhall, Director of t he Portland Zoo, 
regarding his trip to insp ect t he San Francisco Zoo and 
conference with the officials of t he 9th Civilian Defense 
Region. 

De ar Commissioner Cooper: 

As authorized by City OrdinaLce No. 78705, I wish to submit 
a report of my trip to San Francisco, California during May 10 
to Illay 17, 1943. 

1 arrived at the San Francisco Zoological Gardens late 
'l'uesday afternoon where I L:mediate ly contacted 1hr. Carey l~ . 
Baldwin, Director of t he Zoo. As you know Mr. Baldwin was 
Director of t h e Portland Zoo before I assumed t he position. 

During my stay in San Francisco, I was the g uest of 
Iilr. and Mrs. Baldwin and stayed with t hem at their home. In-
cidently, this house is supplied to the Baldwins by t he City 
of San F1·ancisco. It is situated directly in t he zoolog ical 
park. 

I was g iven a key to t he zoo. This key permitted my 
entry to all gates, cages, e tc. and thus I freely moved in 
and out of the park and could closely inspe ct all installations. 

Unfortunately I did not have t he opportunity of meeting 
Mr. He rbe r t Fleishhacker, Park Commissioner. Mr. Fleisbhacker, 
I understand, is still t he most important pe rsonality conne cted 
with the zoo. 

As you know the zoo is l o cated in Golden Gate Park. It is 
really scattered. In Golden Gate Park proper, t he zoo maintains, 
extensive corrals which houses herds of dee~ elk, buffalo (bison), 
sheep, goats and othe r hoofea stock. 'lne se animals are cared for 
by the zoo staff. '1:he corrals are in good repair and t h ere is 
ample barn space for storing hay, straw, grains, e quipment, etc. 

In another part of Golden Gate Park, there is a ch ildren!s 
playground. A children's zoo has been recently installed and is 
proving to be extremely popular. It is cared for by a zoo keeper. 
This adj unct of t he zoo consists of a small building shaped lik e 
a barn. It is gaily painted and has the familiar cock weather 
vane. A rustic low fmnce surrounds this barn;- forming a sizeable 

1~1 f-
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it~out the extreme cordiality and interest of the 
commission we should have beAn severely handicapped. In most 
cases tbey arransed the major part of the procedures . ·1'hey 
went so far as to supply me with interpretor s and pe.rsuaded 
the crews to part with their animals efter they had oeen con-
vinced that it would foster fri endly relations. 

'_;_his is a wonderful opportunity for us to secure 
other animals and birds, particularly during the present 
emergency when exhibits of v~lue are difficult to obtain. 
I also feel that thes P contacts will be invaluable during the 
nost war era when we propose to expand our zoological park . 

'.fith a little ericouragement, I am certain tnat the 
Soviet Purchasing Commission will continue to have an interest 
in our zoo and will nelp us to secure rare animals in the 
future. 

'l'herefore , if you feel as I do, may I respectfully 
suggest that you send a note of exnression to ttte Joviet 
Corn111is sion thanking them on beHalf of' the City 1·0 r their 
intere., t and courtesy as suring them ts~at we appr}iate their 
efforts and ho1•e for continued enthusiasm nov1 and aft er the 
war . lam certain that it will be regarded with deep sincerity . 

~he letter may be addressed as folL>ws:-

.::>oviet LTOVernment Purchasing Commission 
Attention of hlrs . N. M. Osipovitch 
603 .::;. W. Oak 
Portl~nd 5 , Oregon 

Cordially yours, 

~ /4. ~ 

~hur M. 
Portland Zoolc1g ical Park 

-~-\,.V\.A: 

Greenhall , Direc or 
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enclosure. A milk cow is kept in the barn. Incidently this 
cow is milked and the milk is used to feed zoo babies. Lambs, 
baby goats, shoats, chickens, ducks roam freely in the enclosure. 
A side enclosure, houses a number of albino hares. All of these 
animals may be petted by children. 'l'his is an extremely popular 
exhibit and well worth while. I would recommend a similar exhibit 
for Portland and I have given the sub j ect co n siderable thought. 
I should be happy to submit plans at any time. As a matter of 
fact I have laid t h e groundwork for a Baby Pet Zoo for the Port-
land Zoological Park. 

The San Francisco Zoo proper is located several mimes skouth 
of the Golden Gate Park. It occupies approximately one hundred 
acres. I understand that they have about forty additional acres 
available for expansion. 

The main part of the Zoo is divided into two parts:- old 
and new. The old part is built in a semi-circle with exhibits 
also occupying the space between the horns. The old part is 
extremely old but an attempt is made to keep the bars and mesh 
in a state of repair sufficiently strong .en° 12 ~ to maintain the 
types of animals housed. 

Monkeys, birds, small mammals, kangaroos, zebras, nilghais, 
water buffalo, zebu, giraffes, polar bears, cats, etc. are kept 
in this area. 

'J.'he new zoo consists of a beautiful central promenade vihich 
leads to the new exhibits. These new exhibits, include a tremendous 
indoor and outdoor flying cagex, in which are housed aquatic birds. 

· 'rhere is also a gigantic elephant house with all the latest 
improvements. It is moated both inside and out. At present it 
houses, a tapir, four elephants and a number of peccaries. 

The modern cat house is a tremendous affair with indoor cages 
and outside grottos. It houses, lions, tigers and leopards. Also 
some h'Jaenas. 

Other outdoor grottos include those for bears, coyotes, and 
smaller animals. There are indoor sleeping compartments for all 
ani,,,als. 

A large sealion pool is a most popular exhibit and daily 
exhibitions are given to the visiting public. As you lmow these 
animals are native to Oregon and I strongly recommend that a 
sealion pool be included in the future ?ortland Zoo. 

Another popular part of the new zoo ind.udes a gigantic 
monkey island. It is an amusing place and is generally well 
at t ended by the visiting public. 

All of these installations, both old and new, were personally 
inspected by me. I spent a great deal of time "behind the scenes.n 
This new zoo has been constructed mainly by funds supplied by the 
w.P.A 0 For the most part they did a good job, although a number 
of errors managed to cNp in. 
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It is obvious that much of the difficulty could be avoided 
if the advice of a trained zoo man had been heeded. For example, 
all the new buildings face either directly north or south,or 
east or west. This is an old practise and generally makes the 
north side of the building valueless for exhibition purposes since 
it does not permit the sunlight to freely enter. 'l'he entire north 
side of the cat house, for example, is valueless thus representing 
a waste of many thousands of dollars. The elephant building is 
better off, since there an___l'}g edhibits on the north side. If 
these buildings had been~ forty-five degrees in any direction 
these mistakes would have been eliminated. 

Other errors, deal with improper drainage, improper color 
ingredients miKed with the concrete, and trap doors much too 
complicated to be practical. 

There is a great deal of waste space in the basements, since 
they were constructed too low to be of use as a storage space and 
hence cannot be use d for any purpose. I understand that all of 
the doors (to ani,:ial enclosures) were built toolow and thus it is 
difficult for t.tie keepers to service the exhibits properly. 

All in all, I might say that the new zoo is a beautiful place 
and with the exheption of a few details that I mentioned, is a 
functional set-up. 

A restaurant, operated by the City, is located in a central 
point and provides a place where visitors and zoo staff may 
meet for food and refreshments. 

New plans for expansion of the zoo are extensive--but the 
city is not waiting for the end of the war. !iJhile I was in the 
city--an appropriation was set aside for a zoo arena. This arena 
is to be used for animal acts. 

The zoo is provided with arnple space, away from the public's 
view in which are housed sick ani_uals and others that must serve 
a period of quarantine before they are placed on exhibition. 

l1Jo admission fee is charged and there is no charge for any 
of the animal acts. However, I believe a post-war charge of a 
few cents is being contemplated. Concenssions such as the donkey 
rides and steam engine train rides are charged for. 

Suitable equipment to deal vdth escapes and the shifting of 
dangerous animals is provided. 

My association with Mr. Baldwin's staff was most enjoyable. 
I was shown every courtesy and cooperation and I wish to take this 
opportunity of placing some of their names in this report. Thanks 
are extended to Head Keeper Van Dyne, Asst. Bead Keeper Baker, 
Keepers, Behre, Snow, Hlls, Duffy and others t.:ro numerous to 
mention. 

Mr. Baldwin presented to the Portland Zoo, two peccaries, 
two coatis, 3 yellow-naped parrots, and a number of parrakeets. 
'I'he Portland Zoo will reciprocate with a pair of red foxes and 
possibly later with some of our superfluous stock. 
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The San Francisco Zoo is well aware t h at a war is being waged . 
It is constantly brought to their attention. Adjoining the zoo is 
U.S. Army Camp Funston. Daily one may witness anti-aircraft prac-
tise and ack-ack guns fire directly above the zoo. Several times 
a week one may h ear t he tremendous coastal guns firing at targets 
out in the Pacific Ocean. 'fhe concussion from these big guns is 
terrific and the entire zoo shakes with every round fired f ~om 
these guns. Machine gun fire may also be heard from the zoo. 

My opinion is that t h e zoo is fortunate in one way. 'l'hat is 
the animals are now accustomed to laud gunfire and seem to take 
little interest in the proceedings. In the event of an actual 
attack, I believe that t he animals would be content to remain 
in the comparative safety of their enclosures and cages. 

Unfortunately, I cannot say that t h e same condition exists 
with regard to the Portland Zoo . Our la rge animals are extremely 
concerned whenever a plane fli e s l ow over the zoo located in 
Washington Park. Our large cats pace nervously on these occassions. 

Recently, the City of San Francisco made an appropriation of 
one thousand dolls.rs for the purchase of high caliber rifles and 
numerous shotguns, with a large supply of ammunition for the fire 
arms. These guns and rifles ru1d located all over the zoo and are 
placed in special boxes., painted red. 

All men are required to attend r ifle practise at least once 
a week. Director Baldwin states that the shotguns are more 
practical than the rifles in the event of an escape. 

Every man at the zoo h as a special post assigned to him in 
the event of an emergency. The Auxiliary Police, whi ch is like 
our Veterans Guard a nd Patrol are also assigned to duty, but all 
are stationed at points outside of the zoo grounds. 

The City has also supplied the zoo with a fire pumper and 
other fire tighting equipment. There are regular practise periods 
and one took place while I was visiting the zoo. 

There is also an excellent signal system which consist of 
horns placed in various parts of the zoo. Each key man is ac-
quainted with his signal and v~~en the horn is sounded--~~e particular 
man is require d to report to the office. 

rl'his emergency program is in no way connected with the Office 
of Civilian Defense. 

On one day I conferred with various officials of the 9th 
Civilian Defense Region. I extended the compliments of the 
Portland's Civilian Defense Council to Mr. George L. Levison, 
Deputy Regional Director and Mr. Loughner in charge of the 
Protective Services. 

With t hese two gP-ntlemen, I discussed at length, the program 
of the Animal Defense C.ou..ncil as it is set up in Portland. They 
expressed much interest~our program as I outlined the details. 

https://dolls.rs


Directo 

San Francisco Report - 5 

According to the se gentihemen, the program as it exists in 
Portland is unique, at least in so far as the 9th Civilian De-
fense Reg ion is concerned. 

In t n e San Francisco h'.egion, Animal Defense is under the 
supervision of the local Re:i Star Animal Relief representative 
who is the head of t he local Humane Society. 'l'his relief is 
only extended to include such household pets as cats and dogs. 

Our Portland program i n cludes, slaug..hterhouses, stockyards, 
riding academies, stables, p e t shops and the zoo. 

Copies of the Animal Defense Bulletins were left at t h e 
Reeional Office and oth ers will be sent down as they appear. 

All ob jectives of the trip were completed, although lack 
of time prevented a close exrunina tion of details regarding 
actual construction of the new part of the San Francisco Zoo. 
This can only be accomplished by examining the building plans 
while on the spot. 

Respectfully ~bmittea , 

~'lvv!Jv. 
A~ur Ivl . Greenhall, 
Portland Zoological Park 



CITY OF PORTLAND 

INTER-OFFICE CORRESPONDENC 
(NOT FOR MAILING) / . 

1January 21, 1944 (oi 
From Dept. of Portland ~oological Park 
To Dept. of Department of Fina.nee 
Addressed to Gommissioner Kenneth L. Cooper 
Subject Progress Report for Portland Zoologl.cal Park- 1943 

Dear Commissioner Cooper: 

I have the honor to submit the attached 

report on the progress and activities of the Port-

land Zoological Park from January 1, 1943 to 

December 31, 1943. 

J:•espectfullyj8ubmitted, 

~lh-~ef-U"t 
~ur M. Greenhall, Dire 
Portland Zoological Park 



August 27 , 1943. 

lr . Donald J. Sterling, 
· e.nag1ng Edi tor, 
Or gon Journal , 
Portland , Oregon . 

Dear ar . Sterling: 

You have contributed notably to the war effort 
and ar familiar - 1th the keys in .ashington. 

e are getting into a fix over Sutor ' s grizzlies. 
e never did get adequate quarters for the , and since e 

accepted a half grown Ka .chatka bear as a gift from the crew 
of a Russian sbip, we have three great bears by the tail . 

So we worked out a plan to partition off a corner 
of the black bear enclosure with a ne den for the grizzlies , 

it:b the intent:J.on of shiftin the Kamchatka bear into pre sent 
grizzly space before he gro s too large to come out throurrb 
the door in t.e monkey cage he is now occupying . 

le have today filed a plnn and plication to con-
struct tbe ne grizzly quarters with the local ¥. P. B. office , 
and have their assurance that it will be for· arded to 1ashington 
:ithout delay. e require no critical materials, and I under-
stand nothin that requires priorities with the possible ex-
ception of nails for form lumber and some insignificant elding 
supplies . 

e stoutly maintain that a zoo contributes materially 
to the wor effort as an essential leisure time filler . litness 
the attendance fi::ures in the London Zoo,_ greatly increased 
1n 42 over 41 after some ani. ls had been evacuated and then 
bro ght be.ck . Our own little zoo has shown ore &ttendnnce 
since the war is on than ever . .•oreover, we are not as!::ing for 
an extension or a development, erely a rearr ngement that would 
normally be classed as am intene.nce item. 

I am afraid if this applic tion goes to ,ashington 
cold, e won ' t get out of our fix. I thought perhaps you might 
kno be to coax arcund to our patriotic view. 

I have discussed this question with !r. Sutor on 
th phone, giving him the in points . Attached is a print 
of the :rorks .. 

Yours very truly, 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKSK:d 

https://intent:J.on
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I have the honor to submit the following report on the 

progress and operations of the Portland Zoological Park from 

January 1, 1943 to December 31, 1943. 

IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS: 

1. Concrete floor laid on north side of the Buffalo Barn. 

2. Buffalo Barn and Lower Barn reshingled. 

3. Roof of Main Building completely repairedo (papered and tarred) 

4. Large Flying Cage repaired and braced. Cage collapsed on 
January 21st, after 18 inch snowfall. 

5. Side of hill behind Sun Bear's quarters protected with rock 
to prevent mud slides. 

6. Rear of Sun Bear's quarters tiled to drain water. 

7. Rock steps laid at side of Sun Bear's quarters to facilitate 
servicing. 

s. Area above Sun Bear's quarters fenced with chicken wire to 
prevent children from falling down hill. 

9. Blacktop placed on service walks of lower string of outside 
cages. 

10. Miscellaneous blacktop patching jobs. 

11. Lower string of outside cages rewired. 

12. Owl cage rewired. 

13. Front bars of Black Bear dens scraped, red-leaded and painted 
black. 

14. Rear retaining wall of Black Bear dens reinforced with cvncrete. 

15. NEW GRIZZLY BEAR QUARTERS CONSTRUCTED. 

16. Crushed rock placed in Wart Hog enclosure to keep hog out of 
winter mud. 

17. Four electrical outlets installed in Main Building. 

18 0 Maternity boxes installed in large cat cages. 

19. Concrete wading pool and drain installed in large Flying Cage. 

20. Several new water outlets installed to facilitate servicing. 

21. Several new drains installed in outdoor cages. 
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22. Sleeping quarters installed for:- Polar Bear, Coatis (winter

quarters), 4 Monkey Cages, Wallaroos and Wallaby (summer and 
winter quarters), Beavers, Skunks, Owls, Hawks, Fitch. 

23. New playthings placed in monkey cages. 

24. New stall built in Lower Barn. 

25. New hay rack installed for Wallaroos and Wallaby. 

26. Covered seed trough constructed for large flying cageo 

27. Two new plants replace old ones in Main Buildingo 

28. Two large canvas squares secured to shield cages when animals 
are sick or nursing young. 

29. About 20 wooden feeding troughs built and placed into service. 
Dry feed, fruits an.a vegetables are placed in these troughs 
instead of old unsanitary procedure of placing feed on dirty 
floor. These troughs are cleaned every day. 

30. Sea Eagle shifted to new cage and tree limbs and perches 
placed in such a way to permit the eagle to fly without 
hurting itself. Provides for the maximum amount of space. 

31. Kamchatka Brown Bear transferred to old grizzly bear 1 s cage. 

32. Trapdoor installed on Ocelot cage to protect keepers at 
feeding time and cut down chances for animal's escape. 

33. Trapdoor installed on Bobcat cage.~his protects keepers 
and prevents escapes during feeding time. 

34. One-way directional and other signs erected in zoo by the 
Traffic Safety Commission. 

35. Heavy link wire placed in front of two large cat cages on 
inside of south side of Main Building. This will prevent 
accidents to keepers during feeding time and keeps animals 
from reaching through bars to claw keepers as they walk by 
cages. 

36. Various trap-doors and cables repaired in Main Building. 

37. New motor installed for refrigerator. 

38. Large vice secured for repair and construction work. 

39. New hay knife secured for cutting baled hay. 

40 0 Black and tackle secured to facilitate the handling of sides 
of horsemeat. This equipment permits one man to hang meat on 
hooks. 

41. 3 stirrup-pump cans issued to zoo by Office of Civilian Defense. 

42. New crescent wrench secured for zoo. 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

1. Sincere acknowledgment is extended to both of Portland's 
newspapers for the interest and cooperation extended to 
the Zoo during the past year. A fairly accurate count of 
news clippings show that for the year of 1943 there were 
about 123 items or approximately 2 1/2 per week. Of these 
items there appeared: 

8 - front page stories 
5 - Sunday magazine features 
3 - editorials 
9 - letters to the editors 

There were a number of items in out of town papers; one item 
in LIFE and one picture in NEWSWEEK. PAR.KS & RECREATION, the 
official magazine of the American Association of Zoological 
Parks and Aquariums has been regularly supplied with notices 
of interest relating to the activities of the Portland 
Zoological Park in order that other zoos and interested people 
may learn of our progress. 

A short series of Zoo Stories written by the Director appeared 
in the magazine section of the Sunday Oregonian. 

2. Sincere thanks is extended to the various radio news casting 
staffs of the local radio stations for the interest they have 
shown in the progress of the zoo. Several stories went over 
nation-wide hookups and have been heard directly from New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood, Los Angeles and Seattle. 

The radio program 11Who 1 s Who At The Zoo" was concluded in 
Jan~ary after a successful 13 week run over station KALE. 
This prograra received honorable mention at the Radio conference 
held in Chicago and was considered one of the most popular 
school programs to have been piped into the Portland Public 
Schools. 

3. The following lectures were delivered away from the Zoo: 
Izaac Walton League of .America (with Mr. C.P. Keyser, 
Junior Chamber of Commerce (with Com. K.L. Cooper) 
Breakfast Club (with Com. K.L. Cooper) 
Agenda ulub (with Com. K.L. Cooper, 
Playground ~1rector 1s Meeting
Vanport Housing Project 
University Homes nousing rroject 
Lewis and vlark uollege {with vom. K.L. Cooperj 
Oregon audubon ciociety \with uom. K.L. Cooper) 

4. The following talks and tours were given at the Zoo: 
Park Bureau Tours (once a week during July and August) 
Various schools, clubs, societies and scouting organizations 
'l 'O groups of members of the Armed Forces visiting the Zoo. 
Group of Mexican Fann Workers 
Groups of Russian Seamen 

5. Special Guests at Zoo 
City Connnissioners 
Governor Earl Snell 
Boris Karloff (stage and screen actor) 
Muriel Hutchison (stage and screen actress) 
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SPECIAL A~TIVITIES AND EVENTS: 

1. Mr. and Mrs. Virlis Fischer of Portland, Oregon donated the 
sum of $50.00 for the purchase of a Sun Lamp. This lamp was 
purchased and used on those animals that require treatmento 
Fortunately, there have been few extended periods of cloudy 
days during the year so that use of the lamp was cut to the 
minimum. 

2. About the middle of May, the Director of the Zoo visited the 
San Francisco Zoological Gardens. The purpose of the trip 
was to inspect details of construction and operation in 
connection with plans for a new Portland Zoo. The California 
Zoo presented Portland with 2 Collared Peccaries, 3 Yellow-
naped Parrots, 2 Coatis and a number of Green Shell Parra.keeta. 
Later on, the Portland Zoo presented San Francisco with a fine 
pair of Red Foxes. 

3. On Sunday, J,me 6th the largest crowd on record visited the 
Zoo. It was estimated that between 25,000 and 30,000 people 
visited the collection. The largest crowd prior to this 
date was estimated to be about 10,000. For the most part, 
our attendance records have increased on other days. 

4. On October 14th, the Zoo received as a temporary "guest" 
the prize barrow won by Governor Earl Snell from Governor 
Dwight Griswold of Nebraska. This hog was won by Oregon's 
governor as a result of •awager between Gov. Snell and Gov. 
Gris wold as to the relative performance between the two 
states during the Third War Loan Drive. The pig will remain 
until the Fourth War Loan Drive in 1943 when Gov. Snell will 
make provision for its disposal. 

5. Investigations at the Zoo regarding the critical food shortage 
and poisonous snake bibe procedure were conducted during the 
year. 
During the year, particularly during the winter months, the 
zoo experienced difficulty in securing hay. Most of the hay 
supplies were routed directly to the important dairy industry. 
To forstall such an emergency during the coming winter--a 
large haystack of hay cut from city property was placed in 
the zoo. This has helped enormously and the hoofed stock has 
been using this supply from harvest time in late August and 
September right up until the first of 19440 In addition to 
this the Park Bureau authorized the purchase of the entire 
year's quota of hay to be purchased in advanced and stored in 
our barns. Some 600 bales of alfalfa and timothy hay were 
secured. In this way we do not compete with the dairy industry 
in case of a shortageo 

We also learned of a source of supply of inexpensive eggs. On 
the suggestion of one of our keepers we are now purchasing 
"blood-spot" eggs Vllhich are suitable for animal fee d although 
unsuited for human en nsumption. 

;e have also been successful in using special prepared dog 
foods. This is a balanced ration that is relished by a great 
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number of our animals that are partial to meat. By using 
the dog food and the eggs we have been able to cut down our 
consumption of horse meat. This experiment was not intended 
to do away with the use of horse meat but rather to find out 
if we could carry on in case the horse meat should not be 
available. It has been found that the use of dog food and 
eggs is extremely economical. 

To offset a shortage in vegetables the Bureau of Parks 
cultivated a Zoo Victory Garden. Between July 9th and 
December 30th the garden produced as follows: (the garden 
is still producing during the winter of 1944) 

Stock beets - - - - - - - 131 150 pounds 
Stock carrots - - - - - • 61 254 " 
Kale - - - - - - - - 7,100 " 
Swiss Chard - - - - - - - 1 1 582 " 
Cabbage - - - - - - - • - 200 II 

Sunflower seeds - - - • - 5V5 II 

28,861 II 

This was approximately 14 1/2 tons 

Special work was done regarding the first aid treatment 
for poisonous snake bite with special JX.eagard to those 
serpents that may be encountered by members of the armed 
forces in the various theatres of war. A paper is being 
prepared. 

6. On November 3rd our two Grizzly Bears, Maggie and Jiggs 
were installed in their new quarters. Connnissioners, 
Cooper and Peterson, Mr. c. P. Keyser, Supt. of Parks, 
other city officials, members of the press, armed members 
of the Police Department and other interested persons 
were present to witness the event. 

7. On December 20th, with official approval by Commissioner 
Kenneth L. Cooper, Arthur M. Greenhall, Zoo Director was 
appointed, Inspector of Foreign Birds and Mammals. This 
appointment came from the United States Department of the 
Interior, u. s. Fish and Wildlife Service~was issued in 
Washington, D. Co The duties are to inspect all foreign 
birds and mammals entering the Port of Portland. There 
are only six other such appointments in the United Stateso 

•8• On November 10th, Robert Moses, Supt. of Parks, New York 
City presented to the City of Portland his report for 
Portland Improvement. The Portland Zoological Park was 
discussed in several sections of the report. On page 14 
will be found this comment: 
"The present Portland Zoo is unworthy of the ei ty and, 
incidentally, is not in the best possible place. Portland 
does not require a scientific zoological collection. What 
it needs is a simple, compact menagerie like the ones in 
Central and Prospect Parks in New York, easily accessible to 
the majority of citizens. After considerable searching we 
have recommended the acquisition of a new area which we be-
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lieve is admirably suited to the purpose, provided it can 
be bought at a reasonable figure. If not, we recommend 
the reconstruction of the zoo at or near the present lo-
cation in Washington Park." 

Further mention of the Zoo is made under Part 3, Municipal 
Improvements by Small Contracts and Hire and Labor and on 
page 60 of the original report we find the following: 
"Another project which we believe will be a major asset to 
the City of Portland is the construction of a new and en-
larged zoo. There are two alternate schemes which could 
be worked out: (1) reconstruct the zoo in Washington Park 
but spread it out so as to provide adequate exhibit space, 
and (2) acquire a large plot located so that it is easily 
accessible to the majority of the people in metropolitan 
Portland and build the zoo on this site. The £attar sug-
gestion is recommended. An adequate site can be found 
north of Benson Polytecl:mic School and east of Holladay 
Park on both sides of the ravine now used by the Union 
Pacific Railroad. This plot is now a privately owned 
nine-hole golf course which can be readily developed for 
park purposes. It should be acquired if it can be pur-
chased reasonably. A substantial part of the area can be 

_,_uaed:la-s a zoo. This will tie together Buclonan Field, Ben-
son Polytechnic School and Holladay Park. The railroad 
ravine can be bridged. Some of the property might be used 
as a site for the addition to the Benson School. In this 
instance we do not recommend a large zoo like the Bronx 
Zoo in New York. The original cost would be too high and 
the cost of maintenance and operation could not be justi-
fied. A smaller zoo similar to those in many other cities 
would be fully as interesting; would provide a great variety 
of specimens and could be built and operated for a reasonable 
sum. New York City's Prospect Park Zoo is a typical example. 
Such a zoo carefully designed and properl7t located will be a 
most popular addition to the park system. 1 

9. Last Fall, Commissioner Kenneth L. Cooper instructed the 
Zoo Director draw up plans for the proposed Portland 
Zoological Park. It was suggested that something unique 
in zoo presentation be devised. Elizabeth Rusk Greenhall 
prepared the illustrations. Mr. James James of Portland 
drew up plans and drawings for an Aquarium and Insectorium.o 
After a considerable amount of research and hard work 30 
large hand painted illustrations have been completed. In 
addition a 37 page report has also been exetuted. This 
report gives; details, considerations and pertinent infor-
mation regarding the proposed Portland Zoological Parko 
The completed project wuld, we feel would 11be a m§jor 
asset to the 81 ty of Portland. 11 

STAFF AND MISCELLANEOUS ZOO CONSIDERATIONS: 

1. Staff: Sincere thanks is extended to Geerge Searles, Head 
Keeper, the Zoo Staff, and those of the other Park Men who 
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have worked at the Zoo from time to time, for their interest 
and cooperation. 

2. Accidents: Fortunately there were no major accidents or in-
juries sustained by visitors or to the zoo staff. Vandalism 
was reduced to the minimum. The following instances of 
"incidents" are to t>e noted: 
a. refrigerator motor burned out and had to be replaced 
b. oil burner needed servicing on several occasions 
c. various mud slides threatened installations. One be-

hind the Sun Bear's quarters was corrected. 
d. cracks and leaks in building continue due to slipping 

ground. The roof was repaired and that d&es not leak. 
Reference is made to leaks in flooring. 

e. trap doors stick occasionally as the building moves 
f. rats remain a problem s.nd live in areas not easily 

accessible to poison baits 
g. fire at zoo during one summer night. A brush fire was 

not put out and the feeding platform in the buffalo 
and deer range caught fire. The Fire Department was 
sunnnoned on the recommendation of two members of the 
Veteran's Guard and Patrol who noticed the blaze and 
the Zoo Director who also noticed the blaze. It is 
interesting to note that the nearexst fire hydrant to 
the zoo is located approximately one quarter of a mile 
awayJ 

3. Policy of :Exhibition: 
a. old,sick, injured, crippled or unsightly animals will 

no longer be permitted to remain on public exhibition. 
b. animals that do not meet the standard set will no longer 

be acceptable either as a gift or deposit or loan. 
c. all animals in the collection, whether city property or 

loans or deposits will receive veterinarian attention 
whenever such treatment becomes necessaryo 

d. city has complete jurisdiction of all animals in the 
collection, particularly loans or deposits as to feeding, 
care and housing, veterinarian attention or other con-
siderations. 

e. city will not be held responsible for the loss of sny
~~hlal for any reason whatsoevero This includes injuries. 
This last pertains particularly to animals on loan or 
deposito 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1. All animals that come to the zoo, whether city property or 
loans or deposits receive an object number which is recorded 
in the files of the Auditor's Office. With reference to 
loans or deposits, it is suggested that a form be drawn up 
to include the details of the zoo's policy of exhibition 
as mentioned immediately above. This form should be checked 
by the City Attorney. Finally this form should be signed 
by the person making the deposit or loan61111!1-. One copy should 
be fiied with the Bureau of Parks and another filed with 
the Zoo Director. 
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A II2. squeeze cage" should be constructed so that it will be 
possible to medicate and otherwise safely confine the more 
dangerous animals when the occasion arises. This cage 
should be on wheels so that it may be used as a shifting 
cage. It would be a good investment for present and future 
use. 

A small infirmary to house sick and injured animals is greatly 
needed. It should have either an electric heater or other 
heating device to keep the building warm when necessary. At 
present sick or injured animals are hospitalized in the 
keeper 1 s quarters. This arrangement is not satisfactory. 

About two loads of sand are needed to place on the floor 
of the large flying cage. 

5. Parking space should be completely gravelledo 

All visitor's waltks and paths should be covered with 
blacktop, particularly the patch leading from Fairview Blvdo 
~ I 

Protective railings both inside and outside of Main 
Building should be fitted with link mesh or netting for 
greater protection. 

a. Improved ventilation is needed in the Main Buildingo 
This condition of poor or almost lacking ventilation has 
persisted since the building was constructed. 

Ther• is imperative need for lights in the lower barns. 
Lights are particularly needed during the winter months. 

10. There are a number of minor recommendations. · 

ANIMALS A~UIRED DURING 'I1HE YEAR WERE: 

Mammals: 
1 - Monkey, Gray Capuchin - Gift, Mr. & Mrs. Dan Hine, Milwaukee, Ore. 
l Monkey, Rhesus - Gift, Mr. & Mrs. Lloyd Grimsrud, Oswego, Ore. 
1 - Monkey, Rhesus - Gift, Mr. Georges. Adams, Hood River, Ore. 
l Monkey, African Green - Gift, Mr. Georges. Adams, Hood River, Ore. 
l - Monkey, Java - Gift, Grandma's Kitchen, Portland 
1 - Monkey, Rhesus - Deposit, Mrs. Edith Benedetti, Portland 
1 Badger, California - Gift, Mr. Cecil Montgomery, Albany, Oreo 
1 - Bear, Himalayan Black - Gift, Crew of Soviet Ship 
l - Bear, Polar - Gift, Crew of Soviet Ship 
2 - Bobcats - Gift, Boise City Park Department, Boise, Idaho 
2 - Coatie - Gift, San Francisco Zoological Gardens, San Francisco, Calo 
l - Cougar, Oregon - Gift, Mr. H. w. Fowler, Gardiner, Oreo 
2 - Coyotes - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
2 - Fitch, Russian - Trade for one Albino Fitch,~. Hornych, Ore. City 
2 - Foxes, Gray - Gift, Mro Hohn Deininger, Oregon City, Ore. 
3 - Leopards, Indian - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
1 - Raccoon - Gift, Mr. George Gurley, Molalla, Oreo 
l - Raccoon - Picked up by Zoo Keeper in Portland 
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1 - Raccoon• Gift, Mrs. Walter Creigh.ton, Rhododendron, Ore. 
3 - Skunks - Gift, Mrs. A. L. Ziesing, Portland 
l - Lion - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
2 - Hamsters, Golden - Trade for 10 White Rats, Po A. Evans, Portland 
2 - Porcupines - Gift, Oregon Humane Society, Portland 
1 - Rabbit, New Zealand White - Gift, Mr. M. H. Holtz, Portland 
1 - Aoudad - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
4 - Deer, White Fallow - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
1 - Goat - Gift, Mr. Richard L. Griffin, Portland 
1 - Goat - Gift, Mrs. Anna Sandman, Portland 
1 - Barrow - Deposit, Governor Earl Snell, Salem, Oreo 
3 - Peccaries, Collared - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
2 - Peccaries, Collared - Gift, San Francisco Zoo, s. F. Calo 
1 - Wallaroo - Born in Portland Zoological Park 
1 - Jackass - Deposit, Chief H. Niles, Portland 

Birds: 
2 '.' - Hawks, Swainson 1 s - Gift, Unknown party 
2 - Guineafowl - Gift, Mr. E.W. Stimmel, Washougal, Washo 
2 - Peafowl - Gift, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Meyer, Portland 
1 - Peafowl, White - Captured in Portlandl 
1 - Peafowl, White - Gift, Mr. R.R. Adams, Portland 
1 - Pheasant, Golden - Gift, Col. G.T. Woodlaw, Portland 
2 - Pheasants, Golden - Gift, Mr. Edward Jordan, Portland 
2 - Pheasants, Silver - Gift, Mr. Eoward Rorian, Portland 
1 - Pheasant, Chinese - Gift, Mr. Edward Jordan, Portland 
6 .. Parrakeets, Green Shell, - Gift, San Francisco Zoo, s. F. Cal. 
3 - Parrots, Yellow-naped - Gift, San Francisco Zoo, s. F. Cal. 
l - Parrot, Blue-fronted - Gift, Mrs. Carl F. Butz, Portland 
1 - Owl, Dusky Homed - Gift, Mr. Edward T. Herrmann, Portland 
1 Owl, Dusky Horned - Gift, Mr. Frank Calcagno, Portland 
l - Owl, Dusky Horned - Gift, Mr. James s. Robertson, Vanport City, Ore. 
1 - Owl, Dusky Horned - Gift, Mr. R. J. Higdon, Vancouver, Wash. 
l - Owl, Snowy - Gift, Crew of Soviet Ship 

Reptiles: 
l - Alligator - Gift, Mr. & Mrs. Carl Wooldridge, La Center, Wash. 
5 - Alligators - Gift, Mr. Percy Allen, Portland 
2 - Rattlesnakes, Western Diamond-back,- Gift, Mr. Fred Meyer, Portland 
1 - Whipsnake, Green - Gift, Mr. Fred Meyer, Portland 
l - Tortoise, Desert - Gift, Mrs. Wilfred Hill, Portland 
l - Snake, Indigo - Gift, Mro & Mrs. Wm.a Ossander, Astoria, Ore. 

ANIMALS DISPOSED OF DURING THE YEAR WERE: 

Mammals: 
l - Bear, Cinnamon - died, senility, blind (shot by vet.) 
2 - Bison - died 
1 - Bobcat - escaped (later shot) 
1 - Bobcat - died 
2 - Coatis - died 
4 - Deer, Black-tailed - died 
l - Deer, White Fallow - died 
1 - Fitch, Albino - trade 
2 - Foxes, Red - gift to San Francisco Zoo 
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1 - Tiger, Bengal - returned to owner 

Birds: 
2 - Doves, White • di ed. 
2 - Hawks, Western Red-tailed - died 
1 - Owl, Dusky Homed - died 
1 - Pheasant, Golden - died 
1 - Pheasant, Silver - died 

1 - Rattlesnake, Western Diamond-back - died 
1 - Snake, Indigo - died 

(Note: Causes of death, when known, and final disposition are recorded 
"i'ilthe files of the Bureau of I arks, Portland -Z;oological Park and 
the i nventory uivision of the nuditor 1 s Office. Ihia information is 
too lengthy ror inclusion in this report. ) 

Respectfully/ submi tted, 
~~ n//n.~./4€.~~ 

~;-;.- Greenhall, virect r 
Portland ~oological t ark 

1 - Fox, Red - died 
1 - Jaguar - returned to owner 
1 - Leopard - returned to owner 
2 - Leopards (eubs) - died 
1 - Lion (cub) - died 
1 - Monkey, African Green - died 
1 - Monkey, White-faced Capuchin 
1 - Monkey, Java - died 
1 - Monkey, Rhesus - returned to 
2 - Nilgai - died 
E- Ocelots - died (one retu:nmed 
2 - Peccaries, Collared - died 
2 - Porcupines - died 
2 - Raccoons - escaped 
2 - Raccoons - died 
1 - Sheep, Mouflon - died 

Reptiles: 
2 - Turtles, Box - died 
1 - Lizard, Gila Monster -
1 - Snake, Green whipsnake 
1 - Rattlesnake, Pacific -

died 
- died 
died 

- died 

owner 

to owner) (both deposits) 
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Portland 4, rcgon 

fovembor 25• 1944 

r. C. ,.. • K "r~ r, Su:pt. 
Bl.u•t:au o:f .,ark 
11 City l ·,ll 
Po •tla Hl 4. 

Dear r. K(}yser: 

It . t o re uc3t of Cc.r.:.rr.1et1oner tt Ct n.11 
rec;o rl·{t1.on.J poI•tainin Le sa1·ety J t-- t.· or/ 
a d cu. o. 1 o r • oJ. c l b tt0u 
in writing . f'c <.n b s h 1 ther 
you or r. lu a y 1t,ni:--
I nm , . :t.n.:., o • 

1. ,,hV or eb nee, Dr . lo , Vet. nr:lc·, d t .1.t1.t 
tho · ~i.Ch · k r vm oar b u to ol 1 g:r·:lz...,ly 
bco.ra' ua.1'ters . The '.i'o r r ch w il:1 th ·J:>izz1y 
cage 'I a moved to th uin to m roo~ :fo:i... tJ 
Drown Boa • 

It iti ny opinio1 th t rn,a 
to the lar o bear pit 1.1 t th,v~n Bla~k IJ rs . ..,. 
re or. on o th t hiftiu c A be cons so 'that 
t e ~rown B0ar could be han led wh~le th rs service 
tho large b nr pit • 

. 
his reco dation ,as or the ollowi reaaons:-

1 . he olar a.r c, ul r·utu..::'i",a · to tho ol 1 ~r1zzly 
den 11th no cha.ng s tor the den wlth the ox-
ception of trL b il of o s :t 1111g pool :for tho 
animal. 

The ,olar Bear is no 1 cage that use to house 
lions and ti rers . lf ca e au r. lna.lly ccnatruoted 
to louco monkeys ond wns n v r uit ble nor strong 
enou µi to house the large cat • The olar B o.r is 
n w 01"'ki..<1g on this cage ao that in t1me •- - I rodict 
an cc1dent o escape . 

Ur . lu abaumor .feels th t this cage can be oonatructed 
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so as to be satL.. .factory .for the n oa.o of' this animal . 
I .roel chat this 1 • 1 1 8honld b"' kcr t out or doors 
:u1 oe au lllied •:11th a pool. Hcv1e"1er# at the date or 
this vrittr.i.f;, I o not exactly kr10 what r . ,u::Hibaum r 
1fD01osos so that l shrll suspend partial judgem-:mt . 

o .feel ·vhat the n:lmaJ. should be kept ir~ tho other 
ca.0 e. Ii' in my o:r:,iuion,- r. t us:foaun1er1n suggestion 
is not; uuit;o.ble or practical .fo r tho welfare of the 
anL,1al or etaff--I shall go on r cord n saying o 
an ot b, r~s n 1bl~ for th r,· lt . • 

2 . 11.'he seconJ 1•cco:c.r:.Ie:ndatio·,1 deal 11.th the ca.gos in the 
,1... in ild·' ,,. ..,hich housa tho 1I1I.;alayan Black Bears. 
'I'he dooro of th se cni;;e d pon sololy on t:.. o .stren£;th 
of' the lock hasp to 1:cep thom shut a..11d locJrn • The bee.rs 
now hc.ve learn to pull on 1.rhec,e doors r-n 'l will ::..L.ortly 
br61:tk them op 11--thu.s -,111 become n .nn :;tn:t..f • 
publlc nd ay inj re th selve3.i 

I rec·)t nat th" door·s bo reinforcod in ~omo st..12lc 
or• nr·actlcal manner . :lhis suggestion has alrondy beG~1 
suL,1.ti;e' orally fo:• a;p1•oval. 

~r . 1 ut1sbauuer .:.~a~ a::isure me that he ~:ill 0 i~1c thP-se 
:natters his a.tter.. tion . 

cc: Coimnisaioner Cooper 



C. P. KEYSER 
SUPERINTENDENT 

CITY OF PORTLAND, OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF' F'INANCE 

KENNETH L. COOPER, COMMISSIONER 

BUREAU OF' PARKS 
314 CITY HALL 

PORTLAND ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
115 Oity Hall 

Portland 41 Oregon 

March 51 1945 

ajor Carl T. Sigman, Acting Chief 
Arctic, Desert and Tropic Branch u.s. Arm.7 A1r Forces Tactical Center 
Orlando, Florida 

Dear Major Sigman: 

You may be interested in certain thoughts which 
have bearing on the Oolonel' s comment regarding snakes 
in the ·South Pacific and mentioned in your letter o.f 
February 19, 1945. 

My experiences hav been confined to the western 
hemisphere but I have ma.de c rta1n observations m1ch have 
indicated that venomous snakes are most noticed in cultivated 
areas, such as plantations, near f ' and human habitation, 
etc. - -or 1n area undergoing a drastic change, such s 
clearing, ro truct1on, blasting, brush and forest fires 
and the like. The simple explanation tor the apparent abundance 
of snakes is, I think, the fact that there are more people 
around to see th.e animals. 

A single "forced down" aviator in a trop1oa1 jungle 
would be lesa apt tp encounter poisonous ser.)ents than a 
company of men engaged in clearing a sizeable camp or building 
a road 1n the same area. 

A number ot y ars ago in the fadden Dam area of 
Panama numerous poisonous snakes were killed after actual 
construction was started . Roads were put through• trees out 
down, hills 'bl sted, e ,tc. Then the snake ere seen Cor they 
were 11te?'ally uncovered. Initial jungle surveys in the same 
area before construction only indicated the usual stories that 
snakes were there--but nothing unusual. 

In Cuba, during the revolutions or 1931 o.r>..d 1932, I 
generally round snake hunting (non-poisonous of course) good 
after any small skirmish took place • part.1cul. arly if there had 

e0n cannonading. Brush fires in Cuba al,, ya netted a good1/t aul of reptiles especially on the fringes of the fires. 
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About 120 air miles from your base 1n Orlando, Florida 
you will note the town o.f' Veni.ce on the west coast . I spent 
time there hunting rattlesnakes a number of years ago. I had 
little luck unt11 a palmetto .fire got started and we picked up, 
within a short t11 e , 8 large Florida Diamond-back Rattlensllak: s 
that had crawled onto the golf" course-- to get away from the 
heat and flames . I had spent days 1n the om& area previously
and saw nothing. 

A number o.f' factors must be taken into consideration in 
searching for poisonous snakes . The ti e of the year and the 
time of the day are the oat important since they embrace ost of 
these factors . Ve know. for example that snakes uhole up" or 
aestivate in any tropical region when there is a p ro16nged <icy 
pell . At the onset of the .first heavy rains-serpents th n 

:mo.k their app ranee pr sumably h ving been ,ashed out of their 
sleeping quarters--but probably more important--the fact that 
they now can ecure drinking water without ich an:y active snake 
will perish. Thererore, my experience has shown that the star-t 
of the rainy season 1s a good time to huP t snakes 1n tropical. 
reg1ons.. 

Snakes cannot stand 1ntense direct sunlight ror very 
long . A tf'.!Ilperature o.f about 116°F will prove .fata1 to almost 
any snake within ten minutes. During the heat ot the d.ay-- they 
hide 1n some shady spot. 'Ihere.i'ore. the hours around dusk_ 
shortly a.fter dawn and the early momlng are th best times to 
.find snakes in the tropics. Sevel'e drops 1n temperature will 
also 1mnob111ze snakes so that 1n the tropics snakes ar not 
apt to be active after midnight to the hour of dllWil. 

l have found very few snakes on nights v,hen a bright 
moon was shining. This may be due to the fact that other ~ls 
upon which snakes teed are also apt to be wary and re tlesa due 
to the bright light that would make them more conspicuous . 

The point that I should 11ke to make is that a group 
of men coming to an area where poisonous anakee are known may 
encounter .few or none but later on another group oom1ng to the 
same rea might see many xamplesJ 

Recently a well k:now;u Admiral came to Portland and the 
subject of snakes was brought up. I was not pres nt at the 
conversation but several city o.f'£1eials to l d m the £ollowin 
since they- thought I ou:ld be interested: - The Admiral in.formed 
them that snakes \Vere a problem particularly 1n certain landing 
operations when men encounter d schools of sea snakes . Sea s.nakes 
are found only 1n Paci.fie waters and are related to the dangerous 
cobras and coral Snllkes . Most o.f them are deadly• although bites 
are rare. '!'here are a variety of species and different temperaments . 
Some may b handled with 1mpun1ty. The Admiral did not s y th t 
men had been actually bitten but 1t is conceivable that some might 
have beer1. It is not a pleasant experience to wade through a 
school or several hundred sea serpents--knowing that they are 1n 
actuality a type of cobra--even 1~ you are fortified with the 
kno ledge that they seldom attack and bite . 

To the ave of men meeting a school of sea snakes~ the 
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story told obviously would be d1.ff'er nt than the one told by the 
wave of men ho did not t any of thesa r pt11 a. 

You ar nt1rely correct en you e y that the probl 
is really one of raorale nd I dare say th t the p yehological 
factor cnt rs into the sn ke bite st ry----po sibly tifty perc 
For this r a on, t o Admiral told our official that not 
is d of the snake bite probl 1nce it is apt to l ~ ar orale. 

I h ve talked th service en ho haver turned rrom 
op r in certain Pacif1 r as . learned so ething or the 
serv r point o:f iew. They spoke of snake, ne.ke bit, etc •• 
and after eing our exhibit felt that it as serving au .f'ul 
purpo e. 

In sununar1z tion it ould appear to e, s one not 
h v1ng b en in a combat are during thi ar, that 1t 1 entirel,-
possible for men to ru into poisonous nake in any re er 
they occur--p rticul rly at't r he activity, in fox hole p rhap. 
Snak a or pt to b cow: ter d 'OJ' the Inf try than the 

r Forces. That any 1n:fo tlon th t 11 off et b d p 7cholog1oal 
react on mich in turn affect orale, is :rth hi.le. For th1 
reason we incer ly co ond the fine eriea or publications bting 
1 sued by your branch ot the service. 

Fin ll7, I hope that the ti a will not be far ort n 
it will b possible for ed1cal officer to avail the selve 
of hat 111 be left ot the Institute for Infectious e se • 
Tokyo, Jap 1 (SEE, ectl.ca1 Series I, No. 4 Po1 oni By Snake n 
p. s. p ra. 3, laat l.1ne.) 

Again with incere t;banks for your courtesy. I rem.e.in, 

C~rdJ.ally_.z1• 
~G~e~ 
Portland Zoologic 1 Park 

cc Kenneth L. Cooper, C 
Dpt . of' Finance 

https://rem.e.in
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C . P. KEYSER 
SUPERINTENDENT 

CITY OF PORTLAND, OR E GON 
DEPARTMENT OF' F' INANCE 

KENNETH L. COOPER , COMMISSIONER 

BUREAU OF' PARKS 
314 CITY HALL 

POR'l'L 'D ZOOLOGICAL PARK 
115 City Hall 

Portland 4, Oregon 

March 13, 194 

Mr. C. P. K$yser, Supt.
Bureau of Parks 
115 City Hall 
Portland 4, Oregon 

Dear Mr . Keyser: 

rrhe zoo is 1n sore need of orue ne" animal resid,~nts 
.for tho Main Building and I should like to r0ce.,mmt}nd th an 
ordinance be passed as soon as possible and :funds er-urea for 
the repopulet1on of our depleted collection. 

Animals, well as a.11 fonne of life, do not l . t _ 
forever. Fe h ve ~oally long life sp n a~d 15 to ro years 
1 eons:ld.Ared to be good for the ma.Jori ty . As a matter of 
£act 1t 1 known that animals 1n oonf1n ent have longer 11.fe 
spa:ris than those in the wild state. "oo animals, after they 
r ech a certain age, wear out and die like any piece of 
mechanical equipment such as a-utos, mowers, tractors, f)tc . 
used in the Bureau o~ Parks . Vfuon this happens, the animal 
o your equipment must be replaced or your oervieo to th ., 
public 1 seriously impaired. 

In the three yeers that I have bo n zoo Director, 
we have ~:,urchased only 2 armadillos at . . oo the pair + F . O. B. 
The rest of th collection having been maintained by means of 
loans, gifts and trades. It 1s extremely difficult to maintain 
ou.r exhibits on t h is baaea for tho rcaoons I she.11 list belo • 

LOANS As you lmo ., this ayste111 has not orked-• since the 
loan have come with so many strings attached that as not con-
ducive tc e.ff'1e1ent zoo management and made an unbearable situs.• 
tion. fost or these loan animals were old and worn out, known 
as scrub stock, and resulted in unfavorable public criticism. 
After the animals were with us for a.while and by dint of' hard 
work we eithor brought them back to heal th or eneourag d breeding, 
the good animals ere promptly removed by tho o vn.er for sale, 
rade or circus us . Last ummer the followin animal were 

removed from the Portland Zoos 3 loopards, 6 lions, l wallaroo . 
You are acquainted :,1th the doubtful status ot: the J.ions end 
wallaroo so I shall not repeat . 
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GI FTS 1th the exception or the animals presented by the 
er wa of ~oviet ip r.l 1 llaby, we h ve only received local 
snim ls an birds ot little value . ( Forgot to mention 3 Dingo 
Dogs--g1ft of' the San Diego Zoo ) i th the exception of the 
a bov sp c1t'1ed animals--most of tl e gift have como as dis• 
carded p ts :-no lon er anted by their o ers for one reason 
or enother. As a general rule--cast off pets do no make good 
zoo exhibits since they do not accl1mat, properly to our food 
and quarters . .ost cif them ara either senile, neurotic , m an 
tempered or hav e be en pampered as hou e pet • • en t hough they 
may come to u dth no strings ttached- -their fonner o~ners 
orten fool thnt their pet, particularly monkey and parrot , 
shoul d have special qu r•ters, .food an.d ;reatment . 

ZOO '.L1P..AD .S 
For tho o t par-t zoo tr des have alway een atis• 

f ae tocy but e nav .ittle trading stock left . By that I mean• -
the Portland Zoo ha practically nothing 1n its collecti on worth 
trading--conse .uontly e caanot rely on this method at the 
pres n t ti 1 • • 

ecen t1y we lost our Oougar•-ege 15 years and our 
Baboon•- age 12 y~·ars. These loses added to the removal 0£ 
6 lions, 3 1,vpards and 1 wallaroo last summer. has lmost 
completely stripped t..he zoo of pecte.oular exhibits . I>ractle lly 
all of our monkeys. 2 lions, 1 Bu:n bear and parrots are all 
on tho retire ent lint snd may go et any tim.e . It is highly 
unli kely and improb.. bl,: t t e could replace them by waiting
for gifts or expecting to trado . 

I do not reconmirmd ·that our hoofed atock col1ect1on 
be increased except oy gift ue to the fuct that the range 
land is infer;ted ,;d.th disease nnd nlso b )causo our free roa.'tting 
b1oon have killed a number of valuablo anim.nls in the pust . 

I tllerefore suggest that 2000 be appropriatvd to 
restock our zoo building. This sum w.111 include the F. O. B. 
cha.1.~gas . It is hard to aay j ust what the :final c at o.r any 
aninnl 11 be since that ,.111 bo determined by its availability 
end d1ata ice .fro-a Portlnnd. . I a 1a..l.l tey to obtain atock .f.1om 
either est Cost Zoos or other sources rca3on bly close to 
Portland since it i1l not use up so m.uch money on shipping 
chn.:rge:; r:i.ntl pern t U<" to buy mor v.ni!'.'JJ.1e . I 1'ee1 cortai n 
that 11 a.ls, uch an I shall lj.st belo can be obtained at 
t e present t1mo . 

The um ( ~O) of money asked for in tbe new budge t 
for cur .",nimal Fund should be considered as a sopera.te lter11 
si co it is sut"fic1ont only to maintain our eolleeti on during 
the year. ;s a mattor of fact , it has been customary to use 
this money to pay express and ship 1n · charges on tl:.e fe 
e imals n at have received in tle past . 

I further suggest that the new on ls be obt.a.inod 
now an,. not ait until t h.- ne budget i s set up f'or these 
raa.sons: 

1 . 1 need the animals !!2!! sinc e cur buay S'-"a on is getting 

https://sopera.te
https://v.ni!'.'JJ.1e
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undor way . 
1t takes t~ e to loc te and obtain av 11able stock and if it 
is to be used ror our t ea11y soa.so1& e ld ot aste time . 
Animals acclimnte th mselve easier durin tl,e s rin, or tl:'.1.e 
year . Th ~ummer 1 to hot nd tho fall 1 too late . 

The f'ollo 1n is, 11st of desirable an1 ls arid birde 
and the approximate cont . There 1s nothing in the 11st •hich 
would require that our f'ood cost be increase· . Pair • that 1s 
male and f'emale, are reco onded hereever poRs~ble since the 
eni :als o better and t:hore is the possiblity tnat our tock 
may be perpetuated f'or onr o us "s ell as tr ding purposes 
to bring in new blood. 

1 pair Couear••• • ••••••••••••• 250 . 00 
1 " Rlng- tai ed Cate •••••• • 40 . 00 
l " r.,eopal'd .. ... ..... .. .... . 400 ..00 
1 " Kir.Jcajou••••••••••••••• 50 . 00 a1s 
1 " Baboons .................. . 250 . 00 
2 Spid~ .cnkeys•••• •••• • 125.00 

l pal leedin • Heart Doves ••• 20 . 00 
l Toucan ••••••••••••••••• 50 . 00ti 

l ft Tropical Cardinals ••••• 12. 00 
1 II 1-r•oupials or ugle Bird 25 . 00 Birds 
l ti yn.'.lh Birds •••••••••••• 50 . 00 
l ti Cockati,ls •••••••••••• • 20 . 00 
l lo et J Cockatoos • •• •• 30 . 00 
l ft e.c ws • •••• ..... .. ...... 125 . 00-." 'l'otal. 1487 + 500 F. O. B. 

-:z.( I.f the maca1~3 car.not be obt in d then I ou.ld ri.uggoa · tr.. b:. t 
a f' male n.g:i.la 'allaby be SP-cured sine~~ ,,e have a I:1ale in 
our colljction} 

It is my hope that this requer:tt 111 receive a 
sympathetic hearing. The City ould at lea~ t om e_ coll,~ction 
of' animals, .free ru1.d clear, with obligations to none . 

ery truly "°J~" 
~/4-~~"rM. Greenhall , rn.raot 
Portland Zool gtoal Park 

cc: Kenneth L. Cooper, Co 1s.. 1oner 
Depa.rtme:nt of' fi'inance 

https://n.g:i.la
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INTER-OF FICE COR RESPOND EN C E 
(NOT FOR MAILING ) 

October 3, 1945 

From Dept. of FINANCE - Bureau of .Parks - PORTLAND ZOOLOGlCAL PARK 

To Dept. of FIN.l\NC.H: - Bureau of Parks 

Addressed to r . C • .P . Koysor, Supt . 

Subject Necessi t:y: of having ZOO Kb:EPERS position s e t up under Civi _Service 

Dear Mr. Keyser: 

It is my opinion that the time has arrived to discuss with 
Commissioner Fred L. Peterson and the Civil Service Commission. 
the necessity of setting up a special Zoo Keeper' position nnd 
examination so that we can secure the proper type of men at the 
very first time the new examinations are given . 

You will recall t hat I made this recommendation in my first 
report to the city dated March 28, 1942. A second request was 
made February 11, 1943 to the Bureau of .unicipal Research and 
~ervice about t he t1me the reclassification studies lere being 
made. As a result of this reclassification study my status was 
ch ge1 from that of Zoo Keeper to Zoo Director and t hat of Mr . 
George Searle s was changed from Foreman to Zoo oreman. The 
status of the other men working at the zoo as changed .from that 
of Park Helper to Laborer. 

It has been long recognized that oivil service class1t1cations 
and scale o.f salaries have been set up on the basis of skill and 
the nature of the work involved. 

At the present time and ,to the beat of my kno ledge, since 
the early history of the zoo for more than 65 years, there has 
been only one classification from which the zoo has received the 
majority of its help- -namoly the Park Helper--now called Laborer. 
In so .far as the zoo is concerned, 1 t has been a question o.f 
.fitting square pegs into round holes . 

en the Laborer examination 1s given no mention has been, 
is or will be made to the applicant that zoo iork may be involved. 
'l"h.1e is the group f r om which me must secure our helpl 

In the past, whenever a orker was needed to work with lions, 
tigers, bears, monkeys, buffalo, alligators, poisonous snakes and 
the like, he was sent from some other park to the zoo . oat of 
the men realized that the work 1as dan erous . Tb.ore has been a 
long record of injuries sustained by men who previously rorked at 
the zoo . Therefore, in th e majority of casos7 he has come to the 
zoo reluctantly. Many have said that they didn't accept park work 
to 1ork 1n the zoo . B t i es- --no mention of zoo work s made on 
the examination. If they refused to work at the zoo and said so--
there was always the poss1p111ty of being charged with 1nsubordin -
tion . 
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As result we have received loggers, golf course ttendant , 
men expert at raking leaves, zunning lawn owers, rest room attendants, 
and other Ibo n ver ented to ork in zoo . e or those men ere 
habitual drunkards- -other~, ~ere petty thi ves. any had no pride of 
clcanline sand the publ1<;r lled our attention to this fact . 

Now this man (or men) must be brok in" to the ne type ot work . 
A good animal man is a product of years or moulding and cxperiene • 
It i not o ething th t can be a tared 1n a short t1m • Fre-
quently after our men ere broken in--they ere then removed t the 
zoo rk at the onset of the park season to run po r o ers . For-
tunat ly, this practise wa discontinued during the ar since 
never had a .full taff . 

toward the end or the iar, when labor as at a premium, o took 
on some t por r, help . One is a discharged service man and most 
interest din zoo ork . In a ay we ere fortunate since everal o~ 
our tem~rary ~en "wans d to do only zoo 11ork11 a.n.d it is th se men7who expres a dllingn.esa,that e want . But now that their statu 1s 
temporary--they will. be f'oreed to talte the laborer•s ex ination, 
and even it they pass. ~ that they will b reat{j.gnod to the zoo . 
Then, only with the civil service statu of' laborer. 

Recently, a train d zoo keeper anted to orlt at the zoo . He 
refused to accept the te por ry elassification--not because of' its 
temporary n ture--but due to the f act that ther is no zoo ke pert s 
status nor any zoo keeper• s examination to be given . He thought 
that he mu1d be only one of' many 1n hat appeared to him to be a 
vast labor pool . In other words, zoo work at the Portl.and Zoo , to 
him, did not look su.tf'iciently secure tor hi to chance the tempor 17 
status, the laborer ' s examination and the slim possibility of' being 
reassigned to the zoo w1 th the status of laborer. 

Unless steps are taken the fol.lo-wing will occur: - ---- -------
A laborer's examination 111 be held--with no mention of zoo work. 
Then it will be nee ssary to take men from the laborer's 11st. i'.b.ey 
may or may not w t to work t the zoo . ere is al .ays the possi-J. 

bility that no on on this list would care to do zoo ork: . THFN BAT! 

Under the laborer's status, the chances are that practically 
no men of the right interest or ability suitable ror zoo r1ork--would 
be tempted to take such an examination since their statu would b 
that or labor r no ma.teer hat type o.f work they v;ould do. 

on th other mind, if the examination is announced as for ZOO 
K• ~PER, thoir status rould be perfectly obviou to everyone and no 
explanations or apologies ·ould need to be made . This ould attract 
only mon interested in \fork with animals, and the extent of their 
initial interest. kno ledge , ability and experience ould be sho 
on the examination. 

zoo keep r ' s job 1s utterly di.fferent .fro any other type of 
ork-- dth it pecial hazards and dangers and there.fore should 
arrant a special cl as sif'ic tion and pay. 

-ssentia.lly.,. good zoo men should be most interested 1n the worlc, 
not be a.traid to work 1th animals and display a w1111ngne s to le rn. 
He must be al rt and capable of thinking and acting quickly. A zoo 
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man not alert--1s pt to be a dead zoo an be.fore very long-orriat 
lo st bad1y injured. It al.so requires that clear think1n en be 
al ye ready to saf'oguard th public--genera.lly chil.dren. He should 
not be addicted to lcbhol since liquor and an al do not ix. A 
man 1th alcohol on h1 bre th 1s al ay notie d by the public and 
apt tor fleet adversely on the dmini tr tio. He thererore must 
be able to talk intelligently and re ent a good appear ce to our 
visiting public. · 

Special ab111t1e include th :following:- Ho must b able 
to handle skill.fully. nets. traps. ropes, nares and other highly 
specialized zoo equipment . He :u.st be abl to recognize any unu ual 
animal action which y indic te that ony animal is sick, injured, 
pregnant, about to giv.e birth, or on the verge of wreckin the cage 
or enclosure and thus cap. Escapes can be xtre ely dangerous 
and re ult 1n the lo s of' 11 e and limb. He should know the fund -
menta.J. dtt'ferenee between the various braroh o.f the an1 al kingdo , 
as Cor inst ce between m l and bird • H ust be able to care 
for and prepare .food for his ch rg --under the supervision or th 
zoo director. I.f he ha had pecie.l experience th ol phants, c els, 
lar e eat , apes nd monkeys, hoof d stock, birds, reptiles, t .--
all the better. These special abilities do not presuppose that he 
1111 be left entirely on his own. The Zoo Director or7 nd Zoo For -

man will always be on hand to supervise. Howe er, it is essential 
for the Zoo Director to feel that he is surround d by competant help 
to carry out th 24 hoUl' a d y rk at the zoo. 

It is also my opinion that ork dealing rl. th an1 als capable 
or thinking and killing should be compensated accordingly. :rhere 
is little danger involved 1n raking leaves, picking up peanuts 
and cleaning out rest ro s. ut there is a de.finit•e men to a 
person who must get in and clean out a beard with seven or·e1ght 
11ve bear milling around--or to clean out e. deer corral during 
the rutting sea on hen buck deer have been known to eh rge and 
disembo el a man. 1 otice the attached phdltogr ph of th Lincoln 
Park zoo Keeper o as killed by a bear. A Seattle zoo k eper 
as killed a short time a..fterward. And b0 r in ind that both of' 

the e keepers re trained men. llere:f'ore all the more hazQrd to 
the men not trained. 

Zoo ork does not consist merely of clean1 out a cage one 
a day, throwing n chunk of' meat to th J.ions and peanuts to the 
monk ys. A man ust kn.a the proper approach and handling of 
an ale. e must hav kind but firm authority and never resort 
to an7 ethod m.ieh may be considered inhumane. e have had m 
1n the past o have taken out their dis11k of the zoo ork on 
the animals and have hit their cnarge nth rubber hoses and iron 
pipes . ·lhile any trained zoo man respect th dangers involved in 
hi daily routlne--1 t 1 s impera.ti ve thet a zoo keeper never display 
any trace o:f fear in the nresenee ot wild animal since t ho animals 
can detect fear d take · - a1ate advantage of the si tuat1on. IT 
IS IMMORAL TO SUBJECT UNTRAI ED OR MEN O DISLIKE ZOO ORK TO 
•ri ~i::.>.ts .tlAZARD • 

In 1943 the Zoo Director queried the major zoos of the country 
with regard to the keeper situation. The tt ched chart shows a 
summarization of tho e t hat ans ered. In ost cases. thos zoos run 
directly by the city, such as the Portland Zoo. have civil servic 
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status. Privately o ed or zoolo cal society controlled · zoos 
o not. In all es s ther i asp cial zoo ke per's status 

as distinct r'rom eo on labore·rs ho also om 1n the zoo. ln 
,ill. eases the pay scale is higher for the zoo keeper than :for 
the laborer. 

110 corr ctly ccomplish th desire'1 ond or " ott1ng the 
right typo of man for the job required" there should b a 
special class1:fic tion under civil service for zoo men orking 
in th Portland Zoo--distinct and ~eperate fro "ordinary park 
laborers." 

I am certe.in the.t this will be a bene:tit to tho City of 
Portland and especially the zoo. It is essential for ef'i'icient 
zoo m8Ilag ent. e are about ready to start on t e no postwar 
zoological park and it uld be .folly not to staf.f it with the 
proper type of hel.f from. the very tart to maintai.n the ci ty1 a 
inve...tment. 

One re son givrn for not having et up spocial zoo 
k eper's tatus bepre, ha been, I under5t d• tat there 1 
not a su.f:f1o1ent number of men involved to warrant the move. 

Th-- re re numerous individual posJ.tions in civil service 
at present calling for a single examination and status . That 
of Zoo Director ls just one example. Thar are other positions 
filled only by a ~ew men--much less than our present zoo stat£. 

It does not seem logical to me~ that the number f men 
involved should be important ince the requirements needed 
wou.!d be th e for 8 (o r present number of 1 borers called 
for). 16, 32 or 64. I.f the ovo ~s eventually contemplated 
(and I am assured that it is a.1.d must be)- :hy not do it now so 
that the proper typ of help can be s cured tro the oment the 
ne examinations are given! Our stat.f will increase as our 
collections gro. By aking the move now it ill save confusion 
later on, when ,e ~ill need trained men to staff the new zoo. 
Ho much better to be ready •iith our civil servic., l1at o:f 
qual1r1ed zoo men, fro 'Which to draw. 

It 1 even re important to have the proper type of' per-
sonnel on the z o taf'f :rhile we a.re on our present site where 
condition. ar everywhere inadequate and hazardous tbai:\ i.t will 
be in th new zoo nhore ,very possible phvsical precaution will 
be taken to protect tho men, animal and the visitors. 

~~1/4./4Uu~
~~Greenhall. D1ree 
Portland Zoolog1ea1 Park 

ec to Fred L. Peterson, Commissioner 
Department of Finance 
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OF ZOO 
S'J!A 

Buff'alo , N.Y. Yes Yes 

Chicago( rookfieli)No Yes 

Ch1cago(L1ncoln Pk.)Yes Yes 

zoo AJOR ZOOS OF 
ffiAT L HIGHER 

S ,t!;CIAL PAY ,OR 
TITLE 'l ZOO K ~PERS? 

eeper L borer Yea 

Keeper Laborer Yes 

Keeper Laborer Ye 

Cincinnati, O. o Yes Keeper Laborer Yes 

Cleveland, o. No Yes Keeper Laborer y s 

Detroit, ich . Yes Ye Keeper Laborer Yos 

Kem.phis, enn . o Yee Kee er Laborer Yes 

1lw ukee, is . Ye Yes Attend.an t Laborer y s 

tionnl, D.o. Ye~ Yea eeper Labore.r Yes 

N • Y . C • Bronx o Yes Keep r Le.borer Yes 

N.Y. C. Contral Yes Yes Keeper Laborer Ye 

N.Y.c. Prospect Yes Yes Keeper Laborer Yes 

N.Y . C. s . Is . No Keeper Laborer Yes 

Philadelphia No Yes Keeper Laborer Yes 

PORTLA.LID1 ORE . BO LABORER NO 

st . Louis, o . No Yes K.eeper Laborer Yea 

San Francisco Yes Yes Keeper Laborer Yes 

Seattle• ash . Yes Yes Keeper Laborer Yes 

Toledo , o. Yes Yes Keeper La.borer Yes 

*~ This does not include positions of Dir ctor. Hoad Keeper or Ii,oreman and 
Curator. 
Several zoos have different grades o keepers uch junior, senior, 
tr iners , etc . The pay scale is diff r1nt for these gr des . 

Detnile information can be obtained £1om Arthur • Grecnhnll, Director , 
Portland Zoological Park . This data is based on infonnation received 
February 1943 
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PHOTOGRAPH OF LINCOLN PARK ZOO KEEPER 

WHO WAS BITTEN AND SEVERELY CLAWED BY 

A FEMALE TIBETAN BEAR. 7/30/45 

'l'HIS MAN DIED THE NEXT DAY! 

• 


