37—3"/3%7:(
Union Organizer
Is Fined $150 |
For Contempt

B'_urt; Nelson, district organizer
for Harry Bridges’ International

Longshor‘emen and Warehouse-
men’'s union, was found guilty of
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( contempt of court, Wednesday af-

ternoon by Circuit Judge
{ W. Crawford, i

He was fined $150 and given a
suspended 30-day jail sentence.

Nelson was charged with vio-
lating th_e terms of a restraining
order, issued in January by
Judge Crawford, against inter-
ference by the I. L. W. U. district
officers with affairs of local 1-28,

I. L. W, U., the Portland ware.
housemen. !

Nelson was arrested earlier in
the day on a bench warrant,. On |
the stand he denied any inten-
tion of. violating a restraining
order.. All actions, he testified
were in behalf of the district and’
not local No. 1-28. He admitted
dues were accepted from mem-
bers at large.

The C. I. 0. organizer als
denied he had trieg to inducg
employers to violate contracts.’
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Communists’

Drive Opens

Meeting Held
As Challenge

Communists have started a
60-day “recruiting ¢ampaign”
for party members here, the
local party secretary, James
Murphy, revealed Wednesday
night as more than 200 mem-
bers and sympathizers gathered
at the Williams avenue Y. W.
C. A. for a meeting which Mur-
phy called “a challenge to the
whole reactionary capitalistic
system of the state.”

Proclaiming communist
party strength, Murphy de-
clared that if the federal bureau
of investigation should attempt
any raid on the party nationally
it would find so many commu-
nists “there. would not be
enough concentration camps to
handle them without interfer-
ing with the defense program.” '

Drive Ends May 1

“They’d find a potato so big |
and hot they’d want to drop it,”
he asserted. He said the recruit-
ing campaign, lasting from
March 1 to May 1, will seek “to
bring in as many workers and
farmers as possible.”’ s T

Honored at the meeting was
78 -year-old Mrs. Ella e
Bloor, chairman of the commu-
“nist party of Pennsylvania and
“Mother” to all American com-
munists, who highlighted her
speech with praise for the cul-
ture of the soviet union and
attacks upon Mrs. Franklin
Roosevelt.

Describing Mrs. Roosevelt as
“the old lady—the one they call
the first lady,” “Mother” Bloor

said, “She’s just a perfect rep-
resentative of the women who
follow the leaders of the bour-
geoise class.” ;

She asserted that “men like
. the DuPonts and Fords” had
| “¢orced the war upon us,” and

added: “I think everyone knows
who is behind old man Roose-
velt and old Mama Roosevelt.”

She jibed that ‘“old lady Elea-
| nor, she’s not even pleasant. If
you ever go against her, she
gets madder than anybody-—ex-
cept her husband.”

“They're absolutely afraid of
us,” she continued, and advised
her audience, which banqueted
on fried chicken, to “keep abso-
lutely before you that you are
the great mass of the people.”

Red Army Praised

Mrs. Bloor deseribed Ameri-
can army camps as “concentra-
tion camps,” but praised the
Russian army, which she said
“saved Finland for the Finnish
people” and would be strong
enough to save Russia from any
attack by Hitler. -

“Don’t worry about the sov-
iet union,” she said. “Worry
about our democracy being
taken away from us. Worry
about our boys being taken
away.”

The gathering adopted a reso-
lution asking President Roose-
velt to free the national commu-
nist party secretary, Earl Brow-
der, who is about to start a four-
year prison term for conviction

on a charge of passport fraud.
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| of thirty-five grew to many hun-
.| dreds.
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Party Report Useﬁs Evidence
by Federation in Move to
Revoke Local 5’s Charter

CALLS FRACTION TOO BIG

‘More Than Necessary’ for
Purposes, Communist Says
—Some Sent Elsewhere

An official Communist party re-
'port that declared that there were
“many hundreds’’ of members of
the party in the New York Teach-
ers Union, ‘‘more than is neces-
sary’ for the political purposes of
the Communist fraction within the
union, is one of several pieces of
evidence that the executive council
of the American Federation of
Teachers is preparing for circula-

members, it became known yester-
day.

The report-was one of several doc-
uments that led the executive coun-
cil of the federation, an American
Federation of Labor affiliate, to
call for the revocation of the char-
ter of the union, Local 5 of the fed-
eration, as well as that of the Col-
lege Teachers Union, Local 537, at
its session Feb. 17. Both the coun-
cil and the locals are preparing
statements on the basis of which
the federation members will vote
in a referendum on revocation of
the charters. :

Professor George S. Counts, presi-
dent of the federation, confirmed
last nizht that the report was part
of the evidence on which the coun-
cil acted. While pointing out that
the council had not wished to make
public its evidence until its full
statement was ready for distribution
to the members, he said that the
official party report provided am-
ple proof of Communist domination
of the local. He added, however,
that the council had other, equally
convincing evidence.

Believed Work of Local Member

The report on Communist activity '
in the union, signed by ‘‘J. Mason,”
which is believed by the executive
council to be the “party name’ of
a leading member of Local 5, was
contained in the printed official re-
port of the proceedings of the 1938
convention of the Communist party |
in New York State. The proceed- |
ings were sold to party members
for 25 cents.

“We have been brought to this
realization,’”” J. Mason reported to
the convention, referring to the need
for concentrating Communist or-
ganizational work on selected
groups, ‘‘by watching the growth
of our local, Teachers Union Local
No. 5.

“It has grown from about 300
three years ago to 7,000 today. We
also helped set up the WPA and|
college teachers locals of 1,000 each;
and in addition, seven locals up-

“During this time, our fraction

‘‘There are several hundred party
members in the union. This is a
big fraction and more than is nec-
essary in our industry, if you wish
to call it that. I think about 100
or so would be sufficient to work
within the union; and so we have
sent our party members into the
apparatus of our party everywhere,
in the counties, in the sections, and
in the districts.

‘“You fall over teachers every-
where.”’
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«Committee to Defend Public Educa-

Looks Into Teachers’ Tours

The Rapp-Coudert committee in-
vestigating subversive activities in
the local school system is sub-
poenaing the records of steamship
companies to discover whether con-
ducted teachers’ tours to Germany,
Russia and Italy in recent years
were subsidized by the totalitarian
governments. for propaganda pur-
poses, it became known yesterday.

A list of all New York City teach-
ers who have traveled to either of
the three countries during the last
few years also is being sought by
the committee. Fascist activities in
the system are being investigated
by a special division of the com-
mittee headed by Robert S. Her-
man. Open hearings of the commit-
tee will be resumed at 10:30 o’clock
tomorrow morning.

Dr. Robert K. Speer, president of
the College Teachers Union, and
Dr. Bella V. Dodd, chairman of the
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tion, charged yesterday in a joint
statement that “almost fifty’’ mem-
bers of the City College faculty had
been subjected to ‘‘a veritable in-
quisition”” at private hearings pre-|.
paratory to the open sessions. -
Replying to the charges made by
Charles J. Hendley, president of
Local 5, that he had analyzed the
contents of The New York Teacher |-
in an unfair manner, Nate Fein,|:
former editorial staff writer on the|-
union publication. declared wvestar i’

tion among its more than 35,000|;
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Drive Opens

Meeting Held
As Challenge

Communists have started a
60-day “recruiting tampaign”
for party members here, the
local party secretary, James
Murphy, revealed Wednesday
night as more than 200 mem-
bers and sympathizers gathered
at the Williams avenue Y. W,
C. A. for a meeting which Mur- '
phy called “a challenge to the
whole reactionary capitalistic
system of the state.”
Proclaiming communist
party strength, Murphy de-
clared that if the federal bureau
of investigation should attempt
any raid on the party nationally
it would find so many commu-
nists ‘“there. would not be
enough concentration camps to
handle them without interfer-
ing with the defense program.”

Drive Ends May 1

“They’d find a potato so big
and hot they’d want to drcp it,”
he asserted. He said the recruit-
ing campaign, lasting from
March 1 to May 1, will seek “to
bring in as many workers and
farmers as possible.” s o

Honored at the meeting was
78 -year-old Mrs. Ella %nge:
Bloor, chairman of the commu-
nist party of Pennsylvania and
‘“Mother” to all American com-
munists, who highlighted her
speech with praise for the cul-
ture of the soviet union and
attacks upon Mrs. Franklin
Roosevelt.

Describing Mrs. Roosevelt as
“the old lady—the one they call
the first lady,” “Mother” Bloor

said, “She’s just a perfect rep-
resentative of the women who
follow the leaders of the bour-
geoise class.”

She asserted that “men like
the DuPonts and Fords” had
| “torced the war upon us,” and

added: “I think everyone knows
who is behind old man Roose-
velt and old Mama Roosevelt.”
She jibed that ‘“old lady Elea-
| nor, she’s not even pleasant. If
you ever go against her, she
gets madder than anybody—ex-
cept her husband.”

“They’re absolutely afraid of
us,” she continued, and advised
her audience, which banqueted
on fried chicken, to “keep abso-
lutely before you that you are
the great mass of the people.”

Red Army Praised

Mrs. Bloor described Ameri-
can army camps as ‘‘concentra-
tion camps,” but praised the
Russian army, which she said
“saved Finland for the Finnish
people” and would be strong
enough to save Russia from any
attack by Hitler.

‘“Don’t worry about the sov-
iet union,” she said. “Worry
about our democracy being
taken away from us. Worry
about our boys being taken
away.”

The gathering adopted a reso- |
lution asking President Roose-
velt to free the national commu-
nist party secretary, Earl Brow-
der, who is about to start a four-
year prison term for conviction
on a charge of passport fraud.
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by Federation in Move to
Revoke Local 5’s Charter

CALLS FRACTION TOO BIG

‘More Than Necessary’ for
Purposes, Communist Says
—Some Sent Elsewhere

An official Communist party re-
‘port that declared that there were
‘“‘many hundreds’” of members of
the party in the New York Teach-
ers Union, ‘“more than is neces-
sary” for the political purposes of
the Communist fraction within the
union, is one of several pieces of
evidence that the executive council
of the American Federation of
Teachers is preparing for ecircula-

day.

The report was one of several doc-
uments that led the executive coun-
cil of the federation, an American
Federation of Labor affiliate, to
call for the revocation of the char-
ter of the union, Local 5 of the fed-
eration, as well as that of the Col-
lege Teachers Union, Local 537, at
its session Feb. 17. Both the coun-
cil and the locals are preparing
statements on the basis of which
the federation members will vote
in a referendum on revocation of
the charters. -

Professor George S. Counts, presi-
dent of the federation, confirmed
last night that the report was part
of the evidence on which the coun-
cil acted. While pointing out that
the council had not wished to make
public its evidence wuntil its full
statement was ready for distribution
to the members, he said that the
official party report provided am-
ple proof of Communist domination
of the local. He added, however,
that the council had other, equally
convinzing evidence.

Believed Work of Local Member

The report on Communist activity
in the union, signed by ““J. Mason,”’
which is believed by the executive
councii to be the “party name’ of
a leading member of Local 5, was
contained in the printed official re-
port of the proceedings of the 1938
convention of the Communist party
in New York State. The proceed- |
ings were sold to party members
for 25 cents.

“We have been brought to this
realization,’”’ J. Mason reported to
the convention, referring to the need
for concentrating Communist or-
ganizational work on selected
groups, ‘‘by watching the growth
of our local, Teachers Union Local
No. 5.

‘“It has grown from about 300
three years ago to 7,000 today. We

college teachers locals of 1,000 each;
and in addition, seven locals up-
State.

“During this time, our fraction
of thirty-five grew to many hun-
dreds.

‘“There are several hundred party
members in the union. This is a
big fraction and more than is nec-
essary in our industry, if you wish
to call it that. I think about 100
or so would be sufficient to work
within the union; and so we have
sent our party members into the
apparatus of our party everywhere,
in the counties, in the sections, and
in the districts.

‘“You fall over teachers every-
where.”’

Looks Into Teachers’ Tours

The Rapp-Coudert committee in-
vestigating subversive activities in
the local school system is sub-
Poenaing the records of steamship
companies to discover whether con-
ducted teachers’ tours to Germany,
Russia and Italy in recent years
were subsidized by the totalitarian
governments. for propaganda pur-
poses, it became known yesterday.

A list of all New York City teach-
ers who have traveled to either of
the three countries during the last
(few years also is being sought by
the committee. Fascist activities in
the system are being investigated
by a special division of the com-
mittee headed by Robert S. Her-
man. Open hearings of the commit-
tee will be resumed at 10:30 o’clock
tomorrow morning.

Dr. Robert K, Speer, president of
the College Teachers Union, and
Dr. Bella V. Dodd, chairman of the
‘Committee to Defend Public Educa-
tion, charged yesterday in a joint
statement that “almost fifty’’ mem-
bers of the City College faculty had
been subjected to ‘‘a veritable in-
quisition’” at private hearings pre-|.
paratory to the open sessions.

Replying to the charges made by
Charles J. Hendley, president of
Local 5, that he had analyzed the
contents of The New York Teacher | .
in an unfair manner, Nate Fein, |;
former editorial staff writer on the|.
union publication, declared yester-|
day that the study was ‘‘based
solely on the printed record of the
policies advocated by the Teachers
Union as an organization.”

Mrs. Isabel Lundberg, executive
secretary of the Committee for Cul-
tural Freedom, answering the state-
ment made by the Teachers Union
that this organization did not sup-
port Bertrand Russell or oppose the
released time bill, declared that the
cultural freedom committee had
been in the forefront of both these
movements,
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tion among its more than 35,000
members, it became known yester- |,

also helped set up the WPA and |

O R

A AA e M e o s s

B Y S






O ghad / " ‘7‘ / THE SUNDAY OREGONIAN. 'PORTLAND, JULY 18, 1941

Communist Denounces Hitler in Portland Park | Radg Ignore’

| Police Issue

Speakers Silent
About Charges

Multnomah county commun-
ist party speakers failed to utter
a word about alleged persecu-
tion by Portland police Satur-
day at a mass meeting held in
the Plaza blocks.

Following a letter to Mayor |
Earl Riley Friday in which |
| communists requested that mis-
conduct charges be filed against
Captain 6f Detectives John J,
Keegan and Sergeant William
D. Browne, it was ‘advertised
the subject would be discussed
in opeén meeting.

Police Hit in Letter

In a letter signed by Harry
Pilcher, Multnomah county
communist chairman,and James
Murphy, executive secretary of
the group, the police officers |
were charged with “intimidat-
ing, threatening aand coercing
; ‘ law-abiding citizens” and they.
o Gl : ' | asked for a public hearing and
i : : S g | summary dismissal of the offi-
Multnomah county communist party speakers did not discuss, as anticipated, Portland “po- fie::e dlf charges were substan-
‘lice persecution” at their mass meeting Saturday in the Plaza blocks, but Harold Spring, g ( P
party official, is shown pleading for a “‘united fight against Hitler” and a campaign to Ignoring the police charges,
“free Earl Browder.” Harry Pilcher, county communist chairman, is standing near the the speakers, Murphy and
American flag. X Harold Spring, organizing sec-
| retary of the communists, plead- |/
ed for a “united fight against |
 Hitler, Mussolini, fascism and
nazism,” and urged a campaign

|
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in - the background. Captain
Keegan, Sergeant Browne and
other detective were in the audi-
ence, but no untoward event

oceurred.
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