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Good afternoon,
 
On behalf of the Portland Business Alliance, please see the attached document for our written testimony on
Council Item #808. Do not hesitate to let me know if there are any questions.
 
Thank you,
Amy
 
Amy Rathfelder (she/her/hers)
Director, Government Affairs
PORTLAND BUSINESS ALLIANCE
p: 503-367-9554 | arathfelder@portlandalliance.com

Greater Portland’s Chamber of Commerce
DowntownPortland.org  | PortlandAlliance.com | PartnersinDiversity.org 

Be here for Portland.
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November 10th, 2021 


 


Portland City Council 


1221 SW 4th Ave. 


Portland, OR 97204 


 


RE: Official Support for the City of Portland’s Fall Budget Monitoring Process (Fall BMP) Investments 


 


Honorable Mayor Wheeler & Commissioners Hardesty, Mapps, Rubio and Ryan, 


 


The Portland Business Alliance (the Alliance) is greater Portland’s Chamber of Commerce and represents 


the largest, most diverse network of businesses in the region. The Alliance advocates for business at all 


levels of government to support commerce, community health, and the region’s overall prosperity. We 


represent over 2,000 members, from 27 counties, 13 states, and virtually every industry sector. More 


than 80% of our members are small businesses. 


 


We write today to express support for the passage of City Council Item #808, or the passage of the City 


of Portland Fall Budget Monitoring Process (Fall BMP). The historic level of resources is due to a significant 


increase in revenue from the Business License Tax (BLT) and federal stimulus. BLT rates were raised and 


the Alliance was pleased to support this increase collaboratively in 2018. This budget adjustment process 


represents Council at its best: Collaborative, thoughtful, and engaged with clear messaging from 


Portlanders from each corner of our city. As such, the Portland Business Alliance would like to express 


our support for a number of individual funding packages included in this proposed budget adjustment: 


 


• Almost $19 million in allocations and funding directed at homelessness and housing mitigation. 


Funding is slated to go toward priorities like increasing shelter bed capacity, increased behavioral 


health and public health services, especially in high impact areas of the City, and investments in 


navigation and street teams for more accessible outreach to houseless populations. Together with 


investments from Multnomah County, the BMP will contribute to a shared $38 million 


homelessness spending plan, addressing arguably the top issue Portland is facing. The 


negotiations between the City and Multnomah County, led by the hard work out of Commissioner 


Ryan’s office, is an excellent example of the collaborative nature of this budget proposal; 


 


• Over $7 million in allocations toward public safety and public safety response, funding that will be 


spent in 2021 alone. These funds will support things like a Retire/Rehire option for recently retired 


or soon-to-be-retired officers to come back to work for a short term period to fill an immediate and 


critical need; funding signing bonuses for new officer recruits; standing up a new Basic Training 


Academy in the Portland Metro area to help speed up the training process for new recruits; and 


multiple initiatives aimed at improving response times for emergency calls, adding body worn 


cameras to increase transparency and accountability for active duty officers, and funding a new 


Dean of Police Education and Training position that will help develop and implement much-needed 


reforms within Portland’s police department; 
 







 


Portland Business Alliance Page | 2 


• Over $2 million in allocations to Prosper Portland, with specific amounts tagged for ongoing 


projects like the Ankeny West Food Carts. These projects, while comparatively small, are essential 


for our city’s economic recovery work and for attracting residents and visitors alike to our shared 


city. We look forward to continuing to support important infrastructure projects out of Prosper 


Portland like Ankeny West in the future. 
 


This year’s Fall BMP is buoyed by an historic $62 million in surplus funding; much of this reserve is 


the result of excess revenue from Portland business license tax collections. The business 


community in this city and this region has come together to help position our leaders—this Council—


to finally fulfill longstanding promises to invest in our most prolific problems, namely the current 


housing crisis, the escalating houselessness emergency and the issues it causes on our streets and 


especially within our central city, and the immediate need to address gun violence, heightened 


crime, and general public safety issues in the City of Portland. We call upon Council to approve this 


fall’s budget adjustment and fulfill its commitment to these important investments. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


Andrew Hoan 


President & CEO 


Portland Business Alliance 
 


 
 






