
 CENTRAL CITY FDG + 33.846.060.G (2003) PROJECT NAME: add here CASE NUMBER   

DATE PROJECT ARCHITECT: add here PROJECT VALUE $   

+ / - Comments + / - Comments

1. Historic character.  The historic character of the 
property will be retained and preserved. Removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces 
that contribute to the property's historic significance 
will be avoided.

8. Architecural compatibility.  New additions, exterior 
alterations, or related new construction will be 
compatible with the resource's massing, size, scale, and 
architectural features.  When retrofitting buildings or 
sites to improve accessibility for persons with 
disabilities, design solutions will not compromise the 
architectural integrity of the historic resource.

9. Preserve the form and integrity of historic resources.  
New additions and adjacent or related new construction 
will be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in 
the future, the essential form and integrity of the 
historic resource and its environment would be 
unimpaired.

10. Hierarchy of compatibility.  Exterior alterations and 
additions will be designed to be compatible primarily 
with the original resource, secondarily with adjacent 
properties, and finally, if located within a Historic or 
Conservation District, with the rest of the district.  
Where practical, compatibility will be pursued on all 
three levels. 

A3: Respect the Portland Block Structures.  Maintain 
and extend the traditional 200-foot block pattern to 
preserve the Central City’s ratio of open space to built 
space. Where superblocks exist, locate public and/or 
private rights-of-way in a manner that reflects the 200-
foot block pattern, and include landscaping and seating 
to enhance the pedestrian environment.

A7: Establish and Maintain a Sense of Urban Enclosure   
       

    

STAFF COMMISSION

A6: Re-use, Rehabilitate, Restore Buildings.  Where 
practical, reuse, rehabilitate, and restore buildings 
and/or building elements.

MACRO

A1: Integrate the River.  Orient architectural and 
landscape elements including, but not limited to, 
lobbies, entries, balconies, terraces, and outdoor areas 
to the Willamette River and greenway. Develop 
accessways for pedestrians that provide connections to 
the Willamette River and greenway.



A7: Establish and Maintain a Sense of Urban Enclosure.  
Define public rights-of-way by creating and maintaining 
a sense of urban enclosure.

C1: Enhance View Opportunities.  Orient windows, 
entrances, balconies and other building elements to 
surrounding points of interest and activity. Size and 
place new buildings to protect existing views and view 
corridors. Develop building façades that create visual 
connections to adjacent public spaces. 

C10: Integrate Encroachments.  Size and place 
encroachments in the public right-of-way to visually and 
physically enhance the pedestrian environment. Locate 
permitted skybridges toward the middle of the block, 
and where they will be physically unobtrusive. Design 
skybridges to be visually level and transparent.

B5: Make Plazas, Parks & Open Space Successful.  
Orient building elements such as main entries, lobbies, 
windows, and balconies to face public parks, plazas, and 
open spaces. Where provided, integrate water features 
and/or public art to enhance the public open space. 
Develop locally-oriented pocket parks that incorporate 
amenities for nearby patrons.

C4: Complement the Context of Existing Buildings.  
Complement the context of existing buildings by using 
and adding to the local design vocabulary.

D1: Park Blocks.  Orient building entrances, lobbies, 
balconies, terraces, windows, and active use areas to 
the Park Blocks. In the South Park Blocks, strengthen the 
area’s emphasis on history, education, and the arts by 
integrating special building elements, such as water 
features or public art. In the Midtown Park Blocks, 
strengthen the connection between the North and 
South Park Blocks by using a related system of right-of-
way elements, materials, and patterns. In the North Park 
Blocks, strengthen the area’s role as a binding element 
between New China/Japantown and the Pearl District.

C3: Respect Architectural Integrity.  Respect the original 
character of an existing building when modifying its 
exterior. Develop vertical and horizontal additions that 
are compatible with the existing building, to enhance 
the overall proposal’s architectural integrity. 

A9: Strengthen Gateways.  Develop and/or strengthen 
gateway locations.



D2: South Waterfront Area.  Develop a pedestrian 
circulation system that includes good connections to 
adjacent parts of the city and facilitates movement 
within and through the area. Size and place 
development to create a diverse mixture of active areas. 
Graduate building heights from the western boundary 
down to the waterfront. Strengthen connections to 
North Macadam by utilizing a related system of right-of-
way elements, materials, and patterns.
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