
NAME: Coalition for Human Dignity 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

The mission of the Coalition is to bring together members of ever:y 
facet of our community to ensure the rights of everyone--regardless 
of race, religion, or sexual orientation--to live free from violence, 
intimidation and bigotry; to actively and continuously combat hate 
group activity in the Portland Metropolitan Area, and to promote 
active participation in the celebration of the diversity of our corrmunity. 

We welcome the participation of all of the diverse groups in the 
community to accomplish these goals through organizing and building 
coalitions; education; lobbying and legislation; monitoring hate group 
activity, and providing victim's advocacy and assistance. 

STRUCTURE: Four working committes- Legislation, Labor/Business, Media and Public 
Relations, Education and Outreach- coordinated by a steering committee composed 
as follows: 

Committee Chairs 4 
Elected Officials 3 
(city, county, school board) 
Law Enforcement l 
Religion 4 
Lesbian/Gay l 
African American l 
Latino l 
Southeast Asian l 
Native American l 
Labor/ Business l 
Students l 
Seniors l 
~~ l 

21 members 

SUPPORTERS: Since the coalition began meeting shortly after the Seraw murder, 
representatives from a variety of groups have participated including: 

Ellen Love 
Ollie Smith 
Joan Weil 
Sharon McCormack 
Charles Ford 
Barbara Donin 
Marsha Palmer 
Bettra Melles 
Bill Wassmuth 

Bob Hughes 

Al l have provided valuable consultation and support. 

E.M.O 
the Mayor's Office 
American Jewish Committee 
Youth Gangs Taskforce Chair 
Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods 
Commissioner Gladys McCoy's Office 
Southeast Uplift 
Ethiopian Community Organization 
Northwest Coalition Against 

Malicious Harassment 
Deptment of Justice Community 

Relations Service 



~age L--coa11t1on tor Hwnan Dignity 

CURRENT NEEDS: 

The coalition is in its formative stage and as yet has little access to resources. 
Basics such as xeroxing, postage, and a message phone number along with minimal 
staff support to send out mailings are in critical need. 

MHRC's assistance with all or part of the above, even for a limited time, would 
be invaluable. It would be important to have clear agreements on specifics 
and procedures. In order to facilitate communication, coordination and harmonious 
working relationships, an ongoing liaison position could be established. 
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Minutes 
3/9/78 

The meeting of people concerned about the cross-burning at 

the home of legislative candidate Carol Bryant began shortly 

after noon in the conference room of SIDCO Industries. There 

were 2 8 in attendance. Nick Barnett, Director of the Metropolitan 

Human Relations Commission, gave a brief history of some of the 

discriminatory activities that had previously occurred in Portland. 

He spoke about the Alpha Circle, which operated a racist and 

anti-semetic Hotline , and the group which got together to discuss 

what should be done about it. At that time it was felt that 

any action would only make t -he1.r views more widely known and 

that they should be quietly monitored but not publicized. There 

was subsequently an expose in the Willamette Week, after which 

the Hotline was ceased and the Alpha Circle went underground. 

At about the same time there was an incident in the Beaverton 

school district of Neo-Nazi literature being distributed in a 

junior high. 

After the introduction, those in attendance were asked to 

introduce themselves and then the meeting was thrown open for 

ideas and comments from the gnoup. 

l. -Carol Bryant has expressed the wish that this not be allowed 

to become a Black-White issue or a response merely to her problem -

she feels that it is a larger problem that should focus on the 

community as a whole. Members of her campaign organization agreed 

saying that what is supportive of Carol may not be good for her 

campaign and that whatever action is taken needs to be sensitive to 

that. 



2. We need to publicize that there is a large segment of 

the community that does not condone this kind of behavior - inaction 

is definitely the wrong thing in this case. 

3. There needs to be a focus for any action or statement by the 

group, but care needs to be taken that the focus is broad enough 

to interest and involve the total community. (e.g. In speaking 

about the cross-burning, reference should be made to "the Bryant 

family" rather than to "Carol Bryant.") 

4. There have been other cross-burnings recently in Portland 

which did not get publ:.i:cized. They have been well organized and 

carried out by three or four white men who drive up in a van, set 

up the cross, light it, then speed away. So far they have been 

seen only by children who did not get the license number. 

5. There needs to be a central organization so that people 

who hear about discriminatory activities can inform this organization 

of the date, time, place, etc. and hopefully patterns of activity 

can be determined. 

6. It was brought up that impeding a political campaign is a 

federal crime and that the F.B.I. is now handling the case rather 

than the city. 

7. The controversy over whether or not to publicize things 

like this was brought up. The one view is that these groups want 

publicity and by putting it in the papers and on TV we are simply 

playing into their hands and giving them what they want. It was 

the general concensus of those present, however, that the general 
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public doesn't realize that these things are happening and that 

it should be made known a) so that the community does not remain 

ignorant of the type of discrimination going on around them, and 

b) to take away from the notion that this was an isolated incident. 

8. The question was raised concerning media coverage of the 

11 t otal problem" as opposed to II an isolated case." Will they be 

willing to cover the larger question when it cannot be handled in 

a 20 second news spot or one column in the paper? 

A. Channel 6 may be doing some investigative reporting for 

a series on discriminatory activity 

B. Town Hall may be a possible forum 

C. Willamette Week should be urged to investigate it 

9. The community needs to be educated so they are award of 

the extent of the problem and then asked for help. They need to 

be motivated, involved and guided. 

A. Going into churches, synagogues, schools, etc. and explain­

ing the situation then charging them with the responsibility 

for action 

B. Block parties 

C. Neighbor Fairs 

D. Social Studies classes studying discrimination 

10. The question was raised of what all the investigation was 

going to show was being done positively to counteract the discrimination 

A. There needs to be a policy statement of feelings and 

recommendations concerning the larger issue and it should 

be published immediately 



- 4 -

B. There are two general responses needed - the immediate 

one (articles, TV shows, etc.) and a long-range educational 

program in the schools to make children aware of the history 

and extent of discrimination 

C. Each person has his/her own area of interest and expertise 

and needs to have the freedom to present positive struc­

tured plans about what he/she wants to see done in that 

area 

11. Nick Barnett offered his office as a central point to 

receive calls on further incidents and make the information available. 

It was moved and seconded that Nick be designated "leader" of the 

group and that any action be taken through him. 

12. Three committees were organized: 1) Media - to draft a 

position statement for immediate release and then to work with 

the media for future publicity; 2) Group Showing - to organize 

parties, marches, etc. for a public showing of community solidarity; 

and 3) On-going Education - to make recommendations to the schools 

for a continuing program on discrimination and racism. The 

committees, especially the Media committee, were urged to get 

together right away and start forffiulating plans before the momentum 

slows. 

13. Hopefully those at the meeting will report back to their 

respective organizations, urge a response, and report to Nick what 

the reaction was and what action, if any, is being taken. 
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14. It was decided that the first statement to the press 

will be from the individuals at the meeting rather from the repre­

sented organizations so that it can be released immediately instead 

of waiting for Board approvals. Organizations will be asked to 

endorse the Committee, however, so that subsequent statements and 

action will have the added strength of organizational names. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 p.m. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Multnomah County • City of Port land 

March 1 5 , 1 9 7 8 Contact: Nick Barnett 248-4187 

NEWS RELEASE 

PORT LANDERS GATHER TO COMBAT RACISM 

A group of 25 people representing human rights, civic, educational, religious, 

political, and government groups met Thursday to begin an anti-bigotry campaign 

in Portland. The meeting was called by Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 

Di.rector Nick Barnett in response to the recent cross burning at the home of a Black 

candidate for the Oregon House of Representatives. 

"People at the meeting were concerned that this incident represents a resurgence of 

ra'.cis1n and bigotry in Oregon," said Barnett. "Several other recent happenings were 

mentioned, including the defacing of synagogues and t.he appearance of racist literature 

on public school grounds. We want to make clear that these acts have no support 

arnong the general citizens of Portland. " 

The individuals and groups represented at the meeting agreed to plan future activities 

to draw public attention to the proble1n of bigotry and to investigate reports of other 

incidents in the city. "The Metropolitan Human Relations Commission is willing to 

act as the coordinating body for concerned g roups and individuals, 11 said Barnett. 

The group requests that citizens with knowledge of racial harassment or ethnic dis -

crimination report them to the MHRC for investigation. 

Corbett Buildi ng, Room 312 
430 S. W. Morri son Street 

Portland, Oreq on 97204 • 248-4187 
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Combat Racism 

P R 0 C LA MAT ION 

In light of these events, this Coalition for Human Dignity hereby proclaims the 

right of every person to dignity, respect, freedom from harassment, and intimida-

tion. 

We raise our voices in affirmation of these basic rights and state clearly to all 

that we shall not abide violations of these principles. 

We are calling on all citizens to join us in a reaffirmation of these san'l.e principles 

on which this American republic was founded and which are the sources of those 

things that make this City/County truly livable . · 

T1;i s Coalition can be contacted throug-h the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission -

248-4187. 



DRAFT 

TO: All I n teres t ed Individuals and Organizations 

Recently, the Metropolitan Hurnan Relat i ons Cornmis sion called together 

various individuals representing human rights, civil, educational, religious , 

political .: and government groups to discuss the growth of racial incidents 

occur ring in the P o rtland area o ve r t h e p a s t yea r. 

The i n cident s include : 

a cr os s burning a t the h ome of a Black c and i date for the 

Or e~o n Hou se of Repr e sentati v es . 

s wastika s painted on the outsi de o f several synag.ogues . 

s,.vas tikas painted on the Lovejoy Clinic. 

the ap p earance of ra.cia 1 1 i; era tu re on public school g,~ouncls. 

Beaverton. 

These incidents, along ,vith the grov.-hg opposition to affirmative acbo:r. 

progra1ns, concern many cihzcns in ~he P0rtland area . His our belief 

that tl:2se incidcrt~, are ir.oi_c2l·ive o:" a growing cl;,nate v,rhich_ 0pposes ethnic 

integration and di:::-.D.l}ows ha::;r- 1mntan r·ghts. Vl'e believe tha t a '_,nif:cd 

discriminati on. Ra c ism and bigotry only grow i n a silent , uninformed 

community , and we have allowed i t to go too fa r. It 1s now our respons i­

b i lity to see tha t it does not c ont i nue. In Portland, w e refu se t o be silent! 
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Even though these incidents a r e dismissed as pranks, it is the opinion of the 

Coalition that there i s something inherently wrong when a community allows 

these kinds of acts against humanness and brotherhood. 

In light of these occurrences, the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission, 

National Conference of Christians and Jews, National Association of Social 

Workers, American Jewish Committee, and other individuals and groups 

have agreed to join together to form a Coalition of Racial and Cultural 

Freedom. The Coalition plans to organize activities that will draw public 

attention to the problem and also provide an educational forum which will 

help to create a community-supported atmosphere of affirmation for racial, 

ethnic, and cultural pluralism. 

The first of a number of planned activities will be to have May 7 declared 

UNITY DAY and to hold a public gathering in celebration of the common 

humanity of all races, ethnic groups, and cultures. UNITY DAY will be a 

time for all citizens of Portland to reaffirm their belief in and their commit-

ment to an integrated society. It will be an opportunity to raise our voices 

in affirmation of basic human rights and state clearly to all that we shall not 

abide violation of these principles. UNITY DAY is the initiation of a 

continuing parade of planned events and activities designed to reaffirm and 

vitalize our dedication to these principles. 

Come join us at the Park Blocks at 2:00 p. m., Sunday, May 7, and march 

to Waterfront Park for a public gathering at 3:00 p . m . At the public 

gathering, various community, religious, and political leaders will speak 

on our commitment to these important human freedoms . 
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We are asking every concerned citizen, every church, every c ivil rights 

group , and every organizati on in the Portla.nd Me t ropolitan Area that is 

committed t?o liberty and justice to join us in this reaffirmation of the 

Bill of Rights. 

We call upon those who are commit ted t o human dignity to request that 

their or ganiza t i o n s, churches, or group s of friends declare May 7, 1978 

· as UN ITY DA y· a nd ho ld s pecia l m eeting s , servic e s, o r discu.s si ons 

relating to h uman w o rth and re spect o n t h a t day . 

We fu r ther r e q ue st t ha t i n ob ser vation of that d a y , you and t h e membe rs of 

~ vour organi zation, chur c h , synago~ue, or group join us in a pub lic gathering 

to issue o u r proclarnation on Portland ; s commitment to uphold the right of 

e ver y per s on to dig n ity, respect, and ireedorn from harassment and 

intirnidation. 

If you as a concerned individnal, or ac c-rganizati on to which vou belong. wish 

to assist in this effort. plea.Ee send a letter of confirmation to the Coalition 

of Ra cial and Cultural Freedom, c /o MHRC , 312 Corbett Building , 

430 S . W. Morrison , Portland 97204 - - phone 248-418 7 . 

4/ 10/ 7 8 
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TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

All Interested Parties 

Nick Barnett 

Ad Hoc Coalition 

Multnomah County • City of Portland 
March 16, 1 9 7 8 

This memorandum is being sent to you for your information and endorse­
ment. The enclosed materials will explain our purpose and intent. This 
group represents a spontaneous coming together of citizens to form an 
ad-hoc Coalition -- not a formal organization. After you have reviewed 
the material, we would like your organization to: 

1. Endorse the principle and concepts contained in the proclamation. 

2. Allow your organization's name to be included in support of this 
effort. 

3. Have a representative as a participant in future meetings of the 
Coalition. 

4. Develop ideas or actions that your organization might take in 
public support of human dignity. 

NB:gp 
Enc. 

Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland, Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 



PORTLAND. OREGON SECTI O N 

NATIONAL 
COUNCIL 

OFJEWISH 
WOMEN 

3030 SOUTHWEST SECOND AVENUE . PORTLA ND . OREGON 97201 

Mr. Nick Barnett 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
430 s. w. Morrison Street 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Dear Nick, 

April 3, 1978 

Thank you for all the information you sent me regarding 
the first meeting of "Coalition for Human Dignity". 

On March 29, 1978 the Board of Directors voted to with­
hold an official position on the question of our organization 
becoming a member of this coalition until more specific details 
of the composition of the coalition and its plan of action are 
available to us. 

In the meantime we will continue to send a representative 
to the meetings, and, in fact, I will endeavor to attend myself, 
so that I personally, will be able to make a recommendation at 
our next Board meeting, April 26, 1978. 

I look forward to meeting you, and hopefully, to be able 
to work with you on this crucial issue. 

Sincerely, 

,r C--,1.Q __ _ 

Rose Rustin, Pres. 

RR/ez 

cc: Sylvia Sullivan 



COALITION FOR HUMAN DIGNITY 

Tuesday April 4, 1978 -- 3:00 P. M . 
King Neighborhood Facility 

AGENDA 

Background of Coalition 

Naming Group 

Selection of Spokesperson 

Lines of Authority 

Identify those organizations which have sent letters of endorsement: 

Media: 

National Association of Social Workers 
National Conference of Christians and Jews 
Metropolitan Human Relations Commission 
American Jewish Committee 

Important Issue 
Sign Up Again 

Report from Ongoing Education Group 

Report from Public Showing Group 

Someone to Write Proclamation for UNITY DAY 

Stress importance of UNITY DAY - -
all energy going into this event, then 
continue with other agenda 
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COALITION FOR CULTURAL AND RACIAL FREEDOM 

MAILING LIST 

Joni Berman 
2117 N.W. Flanders Street 
Portland, Oregon 97210 
223-8613 

Carol Williams Bryant, Dir. 
Neighborhood Options in Child Care 
6329 N.E. Union Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
289-5746 

Committee of Spanish Speaking 
People of Oregon (COSSPO) 
3214 S.E. Holgate Street 
Portland, Oregon 97202 
238-0605 

Jane Cease 
2625 N.E. Hancock Street 
Portland, Oregon 97212 
~29-6046 

I.' r-
Gary-- b. Doml n-kk, MSW 
National Association of 
Social Workers 
Oregon Chapter 
2235 N.E. Flanders Street 
Portland, Oregon 97232 
233-3944 

Fr . Joe Elliott 
Holy Redeemer 
725 N. Portland ,Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97217 
285-4539 

Rose M. Gangle 
Bradley Angle House 
5425 N. Burrage Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97217 
Bus. 281-2442 
Res . 285-9468 

Elizabeth Groff 
American Friends Service Committee 
4312 S.E. Stark Street 
Portland, Oregon 97215 
235-8954 

Randall Blaze 
Urban Indian Council 
2326 N.W. Westover Road 
Portland, Oregon 97210 
248-4562 

Sheryl L. Bushong 
255'5 N.I. m isan #l k 
Portland, Oregon 97232 

Geri Craig 
Wome~ •s Place Resource Center 
1915 N.E. Everett Street 
Portland, Oregon 97232 
234-7044 

Fr. William Curtin 
Immaculate Heart 
2926 N.Williams Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97227 
287-3742 

Mary C. Edwards, Regional Director 
National Conference of Christians & Jews 
901 Wilcox Bui l ding 
506 S.W. Sixth avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
233-7773 

Dwayne Eubanks 
Albina Ministerial 
Family Day Care 
4122 N.E. Union Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
285-0493 

Rev. Edsel Goldson, President 
Albina Ministerial Alliance 
1103 N.E. Prescott Street 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
288-5173 

Suzanne Henry 
National Council of Jewish Women 
8916 North 11th 
Vancouver, Washington 98664 
206 892-5477 



Rev. L. Fisher Hines 
Bethel A. M. E. Church 
5828 N.E. 8th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
288-5429 

Judy Keltner, President 
League of Women Voters 
610 Dekum Building 
519 S.W. Third Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
228-1675 . 

i 't\5_._\o:.dl(·l~ L0 I Ill tt4' 
Pfl-i-l--M~. Ombudsman 
Office of the Governor 
160 State Capitol Building 
Salem, Oregon 97310 
378-4582 
229-5068 (Ptld.) 

Fr. Benjamin Regan 
Holy Redeemer 
25 N. Portland Blvd. 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
285-4539 

Laurie Rogoway 
American Jewish Committee 
2770 S.W. 107th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97225 
Res. 292-3587 
Bus. 297-1032 

Kimi Tambara 
Japanese AmPrican Citizens League 
Pacific Northwest District Office 
327 N.W. Couch Street 
Portland, Oregon 97209 223-2454 

Fr. William Wetzel 
St. Phillips Episcopal Church 
32 N.E. Portland Blvd 
~ortland, Oregon 97211 
283-4866 

Senator Jan Wyers 
1127 S.E. Lambert Street 
Portland, Oregon 97202 
238-1415 

Rev. 8/7 /78 
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Rev. John H. Jackson, President 
NAACP - Portland Chapter 
c/o Mt. Olivet Baptist Church 
116 N.E. Schuyler Street 
Portland, Oregon 97212 
284-1954 
Donald Lacy 
104 N. E. 14th 
Hillsboro, Oregon 97123 

Gloria McWilliams 
Urban League of Portland 
5329 N.E. Union Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
288-6517 

Edna M. Robertson 
N.E. Neighborhood Office 
4815 N.E. 7th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97211 
248-4575 

Dr. Richard Rohrbaugh 
Lewis and Clark College 
0615 S.W. Palatine Hill Road 
Portland, Oregon 97219 
244-6161 

Mark Rosenbaum 
6443 S.W. Beaverton Hwy. 
Portland, Oregon 97219 
Bus. 292-3587 
Res. 244-1428 

Robert F. Tropp 
1131 S.W. Cheltenham 
Portland, Oregon 97202 
Res. 246-6444 
Bus. 246-5463 

Adele White 
2234 S.E. 47th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97215 
234-5852 

Verna Bailey 
Human Relation Specialist 
16550 S.W. Marlo il?...vtt~ 
Beaverton, Oregon 97005 



Multnomah County • City of Portland 

July 12, 1978 

Meeting Notice -
Coalition For Racial & Cultural Freedom 

Meeting: Wednesday July 19, 1978 - 12:30 p.m. Multnomah County 
Library, 801 SW 10th, Portland, Oregon. 

Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland, Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 



July 17, 1978 

Mr. Ma ck Rosenbaum, Ctairperson 
Coalicion of Racial and Cultural 

Freedom 
c/o The Metropolitan Fnman Relations 

Commi.ssi.on 
Corbett Building - Room ]12 
430 s;\· Morrison Stre.Et 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Mark; 

In n:>,·iewing ti--e m:L::m:..e.;; of the June 29th meeting 
of t nE. Coalition, l ;1C t<-;d the .s tai_ement that a 
"representative from the Jewish fede ration will 
' ] _, 1 .., ~ ,f !:) .~~ f De supp 1ea □r ~r. ~00crc lropp. 

It is my ,,·;_dersta.nd:ing, that I a!ll on the Nailing 
Li. st .,ecause of personR I. concerns which I have 
re;;c:~rding the Fi.rst J-0-.\e ndmenc freedoms. 

However-. I am r;o L ernpn'l;ered to uni. lateral l.y appoint 
a rep~esenta~ivc fr0~ tbe :c~i~h Federation to the 
Coal~tion. In order(~~ 2_r~prese~lative to be 
appo1nc.ed, r.1ore sr'ec:. nc 1.n::ormat1.0n about the .Coali­
tio n and its purposes h~uld need to be addressed to 
Mr. R.ic:.h.:n:ci B:rc\,1r;stein 1 /ct.ing Chairman, Community 
Pelation:: Cormnit:.t_ef· 2,t: :.,._;_1e i'ederation address. Tt 
\m 1 d d bet.he n:.;::pnr~s:.Diji.ty of Mr, Brownstein and 
tr,E (-:.ornrr~unii:y FclPt.ict 1 ~ Cormrd_ttee Lo decide the 
r;w;:-j_[::::' of 2ppc,i _,t:ir:,~ .::1 Ya'iTesE-ntat.ive co the Coa] i­
tior.. 

A seccnci s 1.1 /'~ht correc c.-in::· l r, the minutes would pro-
h·• ;-, j ·-· 1.J'" ; -~ (' ,- , ·- - •r',1 (·· ,., : · t· t·,., ,. 1· red 1· ca te tl~ at L)o se 
,,.. C . .t.1., . ~ 1 e . J. ? L - : \.. :• ~ • 'l""t .!. _,,. ~~ - I 1--: i;.;;,; ..t.; . " f. L''- ,,. ~ 

R,tst1-n c:1.nd J.c-·-tru, r,<'l'::cv ·,;,· 1. j D"J tee the AntJ_-Def2.matJ_on 
Lea.r~uef cc1 Jlsc .:',?: Dn ;: .. ,:'.•;,orcment of rr.aterials on 
r_:·::--. !.) .... ~\-·,.., r/'fl/ 1 "-:'.'\ t')Y1·1\'1r- T-., -t; ,., ... .: .... od'•-h 
fi.,1 J,.:-.[fl, J..J0l.•~ t ._:-,. i,)r"\)\.\C"\ c,i,, .. ..i. ... •• 1\U~ ~.n \.l,.S.J..l1 '-,. L,. e 
Fcder;,tic-;: of! J c..2, ,::r-vi fv0ed and borrowed some materi.al s 
f.rrnn •:;,ur f:~1.e~- .-,1;-,cer~r:-;_r,g; -::~aciE;r,. In Et telephone con-
.-...·,-:rsaU.i:..•n i., U::l· z'.3€- rt ~-·.51.1 1 I Sl,g§:.e'··ted the r•o~sibili ty 
(•i. C01LHCL1th'. _r,-:- ;-'.::~:0 1 • 1 C\ffic, of the :-\r:~-i-Defama­
t:.lvr~ l_,e,-1gu ~.: ;--~.:-,L' it ,,' c•·c .1•1r-t:· e·,,L£,nslvc mnterials 
&ri:-' l(Ept. 
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MINUTES - COALITION FOR RACIAL AND CULTURAL FREEDOM 

The Coalition for Racial and Cultural Freedom met at 12: 30 p. m. , 
July 19, 1978, in the Main Branch of the Multnomah County Library. 
Present: Joni Berman, Rose Gangle, Elizabeth Groff, Suzanne Henry, 
Don Lacy, Viona Lacy, Laurie Rogoway, Mark Rosenbaum, Father 
William Wetzel, Jean DeMaiffe, Edward Murray, Linda Roberts, and 
Gene Turner. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, Mark Rosenbaum, 
who gave two examples of the need for education on racism: The painting 
of swastikas on the doors and the placing of toilet paper on the lawns of 
a Lake Oswego residence by unthinking teenagers, and the glorification 
of the Nazi-like feature of Barth Gimbel (Fernwood 2Nite) by the Portland 
student paper, Paper Rose. 

The last sentence, fourth paragraph, of the last meeting minutes was 
changed to read that Dwayne Eubanks was to set up a review for Mark 
and him to view a series on Black History shown by Channel 10 several 
years ago, with the possibility of it being shown to the Coalition. 

Suzanne Henry was to replace Rose Rustin as the representative of the 
National Council of J ewish Women. 

Discussion on old business followed: 

Mark asked for comments about the article on the Coalition in the Willamette 
Week. It was thought that the lack of feedback was typical of articles 
presented in Willamette Week that were uncontroversial or unsensational. 

Ed Murray, an MHRC student intern, was introduced. He was to do 
research for the Coalition, and his time is to be utilized in (1) obtaining 
background on early Black publications in Oregon, and (2) e s tablishing 
legal time lines of sundown and property laws in Oregon. Later, he is to 
do research in the library and tape interviews. 

Two new members are to be added. The Urban Indian Council is to send a 
representative for the Native American community, and Carol Bryant will 
be active in the Coalition again. 

Two possible funding sources would be explored. The McKenzie River 
Gathering project funds social change programs. They have a special 
fund which provides from $300 to $3, 000. The Coalition will be contacting 
them soon. An application for CETA will be made as soon as possible. 
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The list was reviewed to determine who had been contacted, and the 
results. Robert Tropp was to provide representation for the Jewish 
Federation. Timi Tambara..,of the Japanese American Citizens League, 
would be at the meeting. Linda Roberts was to contact Rev. John 
Jackson of the NAACP to inquire about the continuance of their representa­
tion. Gloria McWilliams was contacted and was to be here today, but was 
not present. Although the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association is 
only a socializing organization, there will be representation from the 
Chinese-American Community. 

Mark is to meet with the Black Study Center and £ind out about a conference 
to be held in October. No one had contacted Ron Herndon and the Office 
of Neighborhood Associations. Tlhe Washington County League of Voters 
is to be placed on the mailing list per the request of Viona Lacy. Rose 
Gangle is to contact the Women's Resource Center. 

A lengthy discussion took place on the role of each organization in the Coali­
tion, and the best strategies in order to reach the degree of excellence that 
would build the reputation receptivity of the Coalition was held. Whether 
the members should pursue individual or particular cultural groups, or 
whether the whole group should work on one group at a time was discussed. 
Various other problems were presented - - such as, which group would have 
priority. Finally, a structuring committee composed of Mark Rosenbaum, 
Rose Gangle, Elizabeth Grof£, and Suzanne Henry was to work on the guide­
lines and target market to present them to the next meeting. 

Next, rumors were discussed. Elizabeth noted that she had heard a cross 
had been burned on a lawn on Morrison Street during the NAACP Convention. 
Father Wetzel pointed out that the subtle rumors, such as the cancellation 
of rooms at the NAACP Convention as reported by the Oregonian,should be 
reported and recorded. 

The next meeting will be at 12:30 p. m., August 16, 1978, at the Main Branch 
of the Multnomah County Library. 

The meeting adjourned at 1 :45 p. m. 
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Mr. Nate Long 
Television for All Children 
KWSU-TV 
Washington State University 
Pullman, Washington 99163 

Dear Mr. Long: 

Multnomah County • City of Portland 

July 3 1 , 1 9 7 8 

As a member of the Coalition for Racial and Cultural Freedom (a 
task force of the Metropolitan Human Relations Commission), I 
read with interest and shared with the Coalition a recent article in 
the Oregonian regarding the television programs you have developed 
on minority cultures. 

The Coalition is a community-based organization which was formed 
a few months ago with the intent of furthering cultural awareness in 
the Portland Metropolitan Area. Our goal is to develop a centralized 
resource body for the accumulation and dissemination of cultural 
awareness educational programs and to advocate for their use in 
various educational settings. 

We are extremely interested in seeing the programs you have developed 
available in the Portland area. We would like to offer our assistance 
in seeing that our local television stations air these special programs. 

If you will send us information on specific programs, we would be 
happy to send letters to the various stations encouraging them to make 
your programs available to their viewers. 

Please let us know if we can be of any further assistance. 

MR:gp 

Sincerely, 

Mark Rosenbaum, Chairman 
Coalition for Racial and 

Cultural Freedom 

Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland, Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 
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Multnomah County • City of Portland 

August l, 1978 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

COALITION FOR RACIAL AND CULTURAL FREEDOM 

August 16, 1978 -- 12:30 p.m. 

Room E - - Multnomah County Library 
801S. W. l0thAvenue 

At the July 19 meeting, a group of Coalition members volunteered 

to meet and attempt to formalize the goals and structure of the 

Coalition. The ideas and suggestions from this group will be 

discussed at the August meeting. 

Corbett Building, Room 312 
430 S.W. Morrison Street 

Portland , Oregon 97204 • 248-4187 



DRAFT 

COALITION FOR RACIAL AND CULTURAL FREEDOM 

Committees that will function as working committee: To develop 

specific means to accomplish the goals and objectives of the Coalition. 

1. Funding Committee: 

Their task will be to seek out and apply for funding . 

2. Work Plan Committee: 

3. 

The function of this committee will be to develop and outline specific 

tasks needed to accomplish the goals and objectives. An example 

would be to identify all the various types of research necessary before 

we could reasonably develop educational programs and research; e.g., 

legal implications of racism, past minority contributions, ethnic and 

cultural heritage. 

Community Liaison Committee: 

The task of this committee will be to develop a process for outreach into 

various cultural/ ethnic organizations. One step would be to identify 

all the various groups and develop a plan to acquaint them with the 

Coalition. 

8/9/78 



DRAFT -- p. 2 

GOAL: 

To increase the public's sensitivity to racial, ethnic, and cultural 

diversity through educational awareness programs. 

OBJECTIVES: 

1. Inform the community of past and present forms of racism 

and the consequences of that racism. 

2. Develop a re source center for educational materials on 

diverse cultural and ethnic groups. 

3. Advocate for the presentation and integration of cultural 

awareness materials into various educational systems. 

4. Serve as a clearinghouse for the community on cultural 

information. 

8/9/78 



STAGE I 

Research and compilation of 
materials. 

Strengthen and build Coalition. 

Organize. 

Establish funding. 

8/9/78 

STAGE II 

(assume funding) 

Publish Guide (biblio-
graphy for teachers/Comm.) 

Edit material for presentation. 

Build speaker bureau. 

Design presentation forms. 
1) slide/tape 
2) text material 
3) speakers 

Analysis of presentation 

Feedback and upgrade. 

STAGE III 

Advocate for presen­
tation and integration. 
of material in selected 
places. 

Update and upgrade 
material. 



The Community Coalition For Racial & Cultural Freedom 
Minutes of August 16, 1978 Meeting 

The Coalition for Racial and Cultural Freedom met at 12:30 p.m. 1 
August 16, 1978 in the Main Branch of the Multnomah County Library. 
Present were: Joni Berman, Sheryl Bushong, Elizabeth Groff, Mark Rosenbaum, 
Kimi Tambari, Linda Calvin, Jean DeMaiffe, Linda Roberts, and Gene Turner. 
Excused: Carol Williams Bryant, and Jane Cease. 

The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson, Mark Rosenbaum. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved without amendments. 

The Chairperson reported that two new persons, Verna Bailey, Human 
Relations Specialist, Beaverton School District #48; and Adele White, 
Mt. Tabor Middle School, although unable to attend, were interested in 
maintaining communications with the Coalition. 

Diane Lund, Editor of Shalom Portland and writer for the Community Press, 
has contacted the Coalition. Shalom Portland is a new publication whose 
objective is to increase communication between Christians and Jews. The 
Coalition was viewed as a source of articles for Shalom Portland and as 
an aid in its distribution. 

A new member, Sheryl Bushong, attended the Coalition meetings for the 
first time. 

Kimie Tambari gave a brief review of the Japanese American Citizens 
League National Conference at Salt Lake City, Utah, last month. She commented, 
especially, on Senator S.I. Hayakawa's anti-redress closing remarks and 
The Oregonian's editorial support of his posture. 

A discussion took place on the Goals and Objectives which were prepared 
by the ad hoc planning committee. Objective No. 4 was revised to read: 
11 Serve as a clearinghouse for the community on past and present forms of 
racism, cultural awareness information, and community issues. 

The assigning of committee members was postponed until more members' 
input is received. In order to achieve more member input and participation 
the following steps are to be taken: 

1. Goals and objectives and suggestions of committees sent to 
all members, with a cover letter. 

2. Mark will contact all members to determine the best time and 
day for maximum membership attendance. 

3. Elizabeth Groff will explore the possibility of showing a 
relevant movie at the next meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 




