






• Ashkelon has been a Portland Sister City for 34 years
• Ashkelon is a growing Israeli city of 149,000 citizens
• Ashkelon is home to the world's largest water 

desalination plant, the Israeli Beer Breweries & some of 
finest most creative young entrepreneurs.



• Ashkelon is an ancient 5,000+ year old “Philistine” garden 
city located on the Israel’s west coast, the beautiful 
Mediterranean Sea, rich in world history, the arts & recently 
added to the Rockefeller Foundation 100 Resilience Cities



• Ashkelon is a modern Israeli city led by Mayor Tomer Glam and is 
the bedroom community for Jews & Arabs that work in Israel’s 
Silicon Forest, inventors of Intel’s Pentium 4 Chip, modern 
voicemail, smart phones, medical breakthroughs & cutting edge 
environmental technologies.



• PASCA has identified businesses in Portland & Israel 
that are working in 3 strategic technological industries
– Medical Breakthroughs
– Electronic Breakthroughs
– Environmental Breakthroughs

• We are now working on strategies to pair these 
businesses so that they can begin to work together.



• PASCA has been active rebuilding our leadership, planning a tour 
in February 2022 and helping other Sister City Associations with 
our new website & Facebook page, as well as our annual Rose 
Festival Reception & Grand Floral Parade entry. 













• Bologna has been a Portland Sister City for 16 years
• Bologna has three nicknames that have stuck with it for years

o Bologna la Rossa (the red) for the palate of its buildings & the leaning of its 
politics

o Bologna la Grassa (the fat) for its world-famous cuisine and food products
o Bologna la Dotta (the learned) for its incredible university, the world's first



PBSCA 2018 - 2020
• 15 Year Anniversary

– PBSCA Board Trip to Bologna 2018
– Bologna Mayor, Virginio Merola, visits Portland 2019
– Exhibit of Rodari Prints at Portland Museum of Art
– Dedication of Rose Garden plot for PBSCA

• Student Exchange
– Portland Ambassadors visit Bologna 2019
– Exchange Suspended during Covid-19
– Establish BIPOC Scholarship

• SAGRA Annual Fundraiser
– Traditional Silent Auction and Dinner 2019
– Virtual Sagra 2020













Established in 1983



• Guadalajara has been a Portland Sister City since 1983.
• Guadalajara is Mexico's second most populous metro area with 5 

million citizens & Latin America’s 10th largest city
• Guadalajara is also a city of roses and the cultural center of 

Mexico. 
• Guadalajara hosts a number of large-scale cultural events such as 

an International Film Festival and International Book Fair.



Established at Waterfront Park in 1984





Guiness Book of --- ---World Records fun!





Portland Guadalajara Sister City Community 
Giving Program Continues

Bombero Program…
Portland firefighter and PGSCA board 
member Jose Troncoso trains 
firefighters from around central 
America in Guadalara, Mexico. 

PGSCA financially supports this effort 
to save lives.

Lifesaving techniques shared with 
firefighters from around the world in 
Guadalajara and in Portland.



Portlands’ Cinco de Mayo Fiesta will 
return to Waterfront Park in 2022





Community giving for 2020 included donations to 
Centro Cultural and to Meals on Wheels. We 
continue to support programs that meet our 
mission and serv the community.



Sharing business, education, 
culture and love between 
the citizens of Portland and 
Guadalajara since 1983.



 The Portland-Kaohsiung Sister City Association was founded in November 1987
 Portland Delegation to Kaohsiung Lantern Festival in February
 Kaohsiung Delegation to Portland Rose Festival in June
 Eye Dotting Ceremony and Portland Dragon Boat Race Season
 Sister High Schools & Universities between Portland & Kaohsiung 



 Kaohsiung has been a Portland Sister City for 33 years
 A major international seaport and the largest industrial 

city in southern Taiwan
 The 3rd most populous city in Taiwan with a 

population of 2.77 millions
 The host city of the 2009 World Games



Portland Delegation visit Kaohsiung Lantern Festival 



Kaohsiung Delegation to Portland Rose Festival Celebration
Kaohsiung City Government Officials visit Portland City Hall and attend 

International Sister Cities Luncheon
Rose Planting Ceremony with Royal Rosarians
Grand Floral Parade and PKSCA Float





 Shu-Te High School Cultural Music & Dance  Performance
 30+ Years Host Family Program
 2018 Rose Festival Grand Floral Parade Marching Band 

Sweepstakes Award Winner
 Sister School with Portland David Douglas High



 Cancelled 2020 - 2021 Portland Delegation visit to Kaohsiung Lantern Festival due to concern of 
the global pandemic 

 Cancelled 2020 -2021 Dragon Boat Eye Dotting Ceremony and the corresponding dragon boat 
race season in response to the statewide lockdown and no large gathering 

 Cancelled 2020 - 2021 Kaohsiung Delegation and Shu-Te High visit to Portland Rose Festival in 
June due to global pandemic 

 Cancelled scheduled 2020 Dragon Boat Race Corporate Sponsorship program and suspended 
all PKSCA fundraising events 



 2020 PKSCA dragon boat fleet relocation project –
a direct operating cost cutting measure

 Involved 30 volunteers and over 800 donated man 
hours  to conduct moving twice of the dragon 
boat fleet and equipment 

 One of the key reoccurring expenditures –
commercial grade boat warehousing and 
equipment storage  



In July  2020 PKSCA actively participated in the 
“Taiwan Can Help” pandemic relief initiative 
sponsored by Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in 
Seattle, to help donated more than 75,000 made in 
Taiwan then much needed surgical-grade masks to 
Portland City Bureau of Emergency Management, 
Multnomah County, David Douglas School District, 
and Lake Oswego School District.









Like Portland, 
Khabarovsk is renowned 
for its natural beauty, 
especially lovely parks, 
extensive greenery, and 
the confluence of two 
rivers within city limits, 
one of which, the Amur, 
rivals the Columbia in 
width, length, and 
depth.



With the Covid-19 pandemic shutdowns PKSCA took a 
step back with one of its founders, PSU Dr. Earl Molander
(here pictured with his twin brother Roger), to reconnect 
with its roots.



In his recent presentation to the PKSCA board, Dr. 
Molander described how the Ground Zero Pairing Project 
ultimately gave rise to today’s Portland-Khabarovsk sister 
city relationship.



During the week of October 31 to November 6, 2019, PKSCA displayed an exhibit 
about its mission in Portland City Hall, titled “Peace from Understanding.”



International Women’s Day lunch at Kachka Restaurant, March 8, 2020



The Russian folk ensemble Yelan joined PKSCA’s Bridge to Russia 
event live from Khabarovsk on November 21, 2020



PKSCA President Thomas Benke “toasting” Khabarovsk 
friends during Bridge to Russia 2020



These Gymnasium #5 
students speak fluent 
English, in no small part 
thanks to their 
participation in a travel 
exchange program with 
Portland sister school 
Franklin H.S., which 
follows in the footsteps of 
Lincoln H.S. back in the 
90s.



Despite ongoing international 
feuding between Russia and 
the U.S., Khabarovsk marches 
to its own drummer in 
relations with Portland, 
embracing sister city 
friendships and 
collaborations, a prime 
example of which is this 
Columbia Sportswear store in 
the heart of the downtown 
shopping district.







• Mutare has been a Portland Sister City for 30 years – with a 
humanitarian focus on supporting health and education programs. 

• Mutare is located in Zimbabwe’s beautiful Eastern Highlands 
bordering Mozambique & South Africa

• Mutare is Zimbabwe’s third largest city, with a background in 
forestry, farming, and tourism. 





















Portland-Sapporo Sister City 
Association 



Sapporo, Japan
• The largest Japanese city north of Tokyo 

(Population: 1.97million)

• Settled by the indigenous Ainu people, 
beginning over 15,000 years ago. 
Japanese migrant started to settle in the 
late 19th Century. 

• Known for the Sapporo Snow Festival 

• Hosted 1972 Winter Olympics



June 5th-9th, 2019
Approximately 90 members of delegation 
from Sapporo visited Portland. 



June 2019



June 2019
Sapporo “Peace” Bell 
Rededication Ceremony at 
Oregon Convention Center.

Bell was originally gifted from 
Sapporo in 1990 for 30th

Anniversary gift. 



October 22nd-27th, 2019 in Sapporo 
Approximately 50 members of delegation from Portland visited Sapporo



October 2019 
in Sapporo 





2019&2020 Mochitsuki
(mochi pounding; annual event by various 
Japan-related groups and organizations)



2020 Snow Sculpture Team 
for International Snow Sculpture Contest 
at Sapporo Snow Festival 



2020 High School Student
Online Meetup with Student in 
Sapporo 



Portland-Sapporo Sister City Association 





Suzhou 
China

• Portland’s Sister City for 33
years

• Founded 514 BC

• “Venice of China”

• 30 minutes by Bullet Train 
from Shanghai

• 9 Classical Gardens 
designated UNESCO World 
Heritage sites

• China’s 8th most populous 
city with 10-13 million



Portland earned Best Sister City award from 
China by being a bridge city, providing a 

bridge of friendship between our two cities.

Woodstock Elementary 3rd Graders’ 2019
Portland-Suzhou Bridges Mural



Annual Sister City Schools Exchange Program



POSTER DESIGN COMPETITION - The best 50 out of 3,000 entries were selected 
as part of the “Innovative Suzhou, Great Journey” exhibit in Portland City Hall 
July 27, 2018





Networking & Appreciation Evening at Lan Su Chinese Garden
Thursday, May 23, 2019 



Assist the City of Porland in receiving 20,000 face marks donated 
from Nanjing. Photo for the donation event on July 29, 2020.



THANK YOU!





Ulsan, South Korea



Portland-Ulsan Sister City Association

34 Years of Friendship



Hyundai Automobiles at the Port of Ulsan



• River:  Taewha River
• 3 Major Parks:  

Taewha River Park  |  Rose Garden  |  Grand Park  

Ulsan, South Korea 1.1 million ppl
8th largest city in 
S. Korea

Industries: 
• Auto 

manufacturing

• Ship building

• Petro-chemical

• Lithium-ion 
battery 
manufacturing



lUlsan Rose Garden
The largest rose garden in South Korea



Cultural Exchanges:
• Rose Festivals
• Parks Program:  Rose Garden & Arboretum
• Ulsan symphony & choir concerts in Portland
• Ulsan youth visits to Portland



Summer 2020 
PPE Donation from City of Ulsan

300 protective body suits 
to help w/Portland’s COVID relief program



July 2020 - PPE donation ceremony in Portland



ULSAN, South Korea

Future projects:
Virtual communication & collaborations
Planning for 35th Anniversary activities

in 2022






