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ORDINANCE No. 

*Authorize Portland Bureau of Emergency Management application to the Federal
Emergency Management Agency for Building Resilient Infrastructure and Community
Grant in the amount of $571,875 for solar power and power storage at the East Portland
Community Center  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1.  The Council finds: 

1. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) has established the
Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) grant to support local
governments to implement projects that reduce the risks posed by natural
hazards and encourage innovation.

2. City staff from the Bureau of Environmental Services, Water Bureau, Portland
Parks and Recreation, Bureau of Transportation, Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability, and Bureau of Emergency Management have convened regularly
since 2016 as the Disaster Resilience and Recovery Action Group (DRRAG) to
develop shared strategies for Citywide disaster resilience and recovery, and

3. The DRRAG identified the East Portland Community Center (Center) as the
preferred location to pilot a hub for community recovery and resilience following a
catastrophic emergency.

4. Council Resolution 37494 “Declare that along with the COVID-19 pandemic that
has created a public health and economic crisis, a human-made climate
emergency also threatens our city, our region, our state, our nation, humanity
and the natural world, and that such an emergency calls for an immediate
mobilization effort initiating greater action, resources, collaboration and new
approaches to restore a safe climate” directs bureaus participating in DRRAG to
pilot a resiliency hub centered at the East Portland Community Center that
focuses on both physical and community resilience to, and recovery from, natural
disasters.

5. Portland Parks and Recreation has already budget and planned for
improvements including increased use of solar power and increased energy
efficiency at the East Portland Community Center.

6. Portland Parks and Recreation has applied for a Renewable Development Grant
Fund to fund a portion of these improvements.

7. The Portland Bureau of Emergency Management is a coordination bureau that
supports the disaster resilience efforts of all City bureaus for the benefit of
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Portland residents with a special focus on communities that are underserved by 
government. 

8. PBEM has partnered with Portland Parks & Recreation to complete the grant
application and advance this project.

9. An initial cost-benefit analysis for Solar Power and Power Storage at the East
Portland Community Center showed that the projected benefits of this project are
more than eight times the cost of the project.

10. East Portland Community Center is already used as a severe weather shelter,
socially distanced shelter for houseless people, and kitchen and staging area for
Meals on Wheels.

11. The proposed BRIC project will provide resilient electric power that is not
dependent on diesel fuel deliveries, so that the Center can continue to function
as a community resource during power outages, including the outages of long
duration that are anticipated following an earthquake.

12. The City of Portland has high risk of a catastrophic earthquake.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. The Director of the Portland Bureau of Emergency Management (PBEM) is
authorized to apply for the BRIC grant from FEMA up to the amount of $571,875.

b. The Director of PBEM is authorized to provide such information and assurances
as are required for the grant period.

c. The Office of Management and Finance (OMF) Grants Management Division is
authorized to perform all administrative matters in relation to the grant
application, grant agreement or amendments, requests for reimbursement from
the grantor, and to submit required online grant documents.

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because any delay in 
application may result in the loss of eligibility for this grant; therefore, this ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council. 

Passed by the Council: February 10, 2021

Mayor Wheeler 
Prepared by: Jonna Papaefthimiou 
Date Prepared:  1/21/12020 

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
By  

Deputy 
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