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ORDINANCE No. 

Amend City Charter to delete the use of terms that are masculine or feminine and make 
technical corrections  (Ordinance; amend Charter) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1.  The Council finds: 

1. At least every 10 years, the City Council convenes a Charter Commission to
examine the Portland City Charter and recommend amendments. This fall,
Council will appoint members to the 2020 Charter Commission.

2. To support the 2020 Charter Commission’s work and provide the Charter
Commission with a gender-neutral and accurate document to review, masculine
and feminine terms should be deleted from the Charter and technical corrections
to the Charter should be made.

3. Charter Section 2-512 authorizes the City Auditor, with approval of the City
Attorney, to change the provisions of the Charter to delete the use of terms that
are masculine or feminine.

4. The Council and the City Attorney approve the deletion of masculine and
feminine terms from the Charter as shown in Exhibit A.

5. Charter Section 2-511 authorizes the City Auditor, subject to Council approval, to
rearrange, renumber, reletter, capitalize, punctuate, and divide provisions of the
Charter, correct clerical errors and omissions, delete provisions that have
become inoperative, and substitute any current title of an officer, bureau,
department, or commission in lieu of the title originally appearing in the Charter
provision, in accordance with the changes of title or duties subsequently made by
law.

6. The City Auditor asked City bureaus and offices to identify necessary technical
corrections to the Charter. Such corrections are shown in Exhibit B.

7. The Council and the City Attorney approve the technical corrections to the
Charter shown in Exhibit B.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. The City Auditor shall delete terms that are masculine or feminine from the
Charter, as shown in Exhibit A.

b. The City Auditor shall make the technical corrections to the Charter shown in
Exhibit B.
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Passed by the Council: 

Auditor Mary Hull Caballero
Prepared by: Amanda Lamb 
Date Prepared: October 12, 2020 

Mary Hull Caballero 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
By  

Deputy
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November 18, 2020
Auditor of the City of Portland

Deputy
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