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JOURNAL VOUCI-IER. 
FOUNTA\NS~ STATUES, ( MEMORIALS 

DATE __ J_a_n_u_a_r~y_ 2=J~,_ 1_9o_z8 __ _ JOUl<-NAl. VOUCHER · ~ - ________ _ 

Joan of _Lrc Statue 
!<cCOR.O NO. 

Coe Circle at fil . 8 . 39th and Glisan Street 
ADDl'<.ESS 

Sbtue 
CLASSI FICATlON C.Ot>E' 

Donation 3ee Recar'rn 
1-10\V ACQU I RcD ORDINANCE NO. 

Jr . denry ·fa ldo Coe 
F=ROM \VI-IOM ACQUIRED 

REAL PROPERTY CROSS REFER.ENCE": 

Coe Circle 

l.OCA'i'ION NO. LOCATION NAME 

0E:SCRIPTION '. This bronze equestrh.n st9.tue 0f Jo.'.l.n of .,re depic t.s her in battle array 
holding a b.-:nner. It is mounted on a granite b.3se 60" 1,rido by llOi 1

: lon.3 by 100" hi.ch . 
Th.is statue is a replica of an original by the ."rench scul~,tor, ~qa11·1el ?re 'iie t , which 
·,as erected i.n 1280 in the Place de Rivoli in ?ari.s , r'_·9nce. 11? , J1rbedienne Fondeur 
htris 2rance" a·ypea,'s on t·1e west '.::iase of t·1e castin5 and "a gift to ?ortland fron1 
.1enrJ :al do Coe, :·:: . J , 192411 a _pears on t':10 east b1se of the casting, T'.rn inseri.)tion 
on the .30uth b-:ise of tne s t atue reads as follo ,rs : 

1412 - 1431 



H I-STORIC.t-'- L D A1A Dr . :.fonry J.-::,ldo Coe appeared before t:1e C.itf Council _'J.,:;ust 
13 , 1924 offering the st~tues of Joan o: Arc 9nd jeorge ,ashin~ton to tne City of Portland. 
l~t that ti:ne ne pro)osed that ti-ie statues be IJlaced in the Park 3locks , 1,or th and .3outh 
of Theodore J.oosevelt ' s statue . 1:-ie estimated cost to the City for providing b"- ses and 
place.nent o: t11e statues W'l.S :::;iven as ?7 , 00:) (C • • :; . 300·< 77 , Faze 335) . 3etween t:1e tii1e 
t'.1e 6ifts were offered an:.l official dedicati9n , nu·aer ous state•·tJent s fro"l citizens were 
received re5ardil1,_; tne various .,roposed'"

0l~J several we1·e recorded against t~1e final location 
at -N ~. 39th and ::ilisan .:3tr e,,t , which -i}as recon"'lended by the CoITL.'Tli s sioner of ?inance and 
given :un ap)r ovs.l by t'.1e Council on 0ec2m.bor 31 , 1924 (C . F , J3oo1<: 78 , ?a:6e 259) , 'The 
dedicati on w s in keepin:; wi t:1 the iJ9.ramoant i'n.Jorbnce detailed to a ~ift o:'.' thi.s signif­
ic :rnce , ·.:·ne statue r-r::ts for,1ally cleiiccte3 on :-;ernorial JaJ , :-:ay JO , 1925, wit'.1 the deJica­
tory address bein_; 6i ven oy _,ajor General Jlysses ure nt lC,""ilexander ; his s 1hject bein_, , 
"Joan or ,.re , 1·2triott1 , /l cable:$ram fro'TI .Fresldent -r2st,Jn .Joumer_ue o: t:1e ?rench .{::,public 
,rns rsad ; 8lso , a tele 6 r:::i11 cf .felicitation _'ro.n rreside:1t Coolid~e . lor1al :.,,resentation 
of the st t.te to t'1e City o.f 1')rtla1d on ':Je'1"7-.1' of vr. Coe ,-ras --:i ,_:9 by ...Jjlvescer ':: . . 'ier , 
father of _::ity Co·11r1i.ssion3r _-ier , Co,.:e1issioner C, ·. , :::i;-21-::P , actin"' i"yor , iave t½e 
acce.:tanc e 3.diress and crovGrncr ... -ierce ·ras also a speake2 (Ore,;onian , 1sy 30 , 1925) . 

Rt::lv'\,A-Rl<'.'S .'~ctual aut'.10rity for l)b.cement o::' t·rn joon of . .1.,:c Statue was by Council action 
8ecet:1ber 31 , 192+ (C, ? , coo1-c 7d , Pa::;e 259 , Celend:1r ::o. 10616), 1fo confir11in6 re.s0luti.on 
or ordinance --ras found , 

3.osearc'i Jcnrces: Council f'rocee Iin:ss Jook 77 , 2aJes +0~~ , ,'.J-1 1
~, '}'+l , S!..i(,, 1)ok 78, 

taces 6, 53, 145, 251 , 25~ , 259 , 354 , 429 , 3ook 36, ra~e 21J , 240, 300·: 93 , Faae 55 and 
ne:·s,,aper ·riicrc..:·i1·1 copies .:ron t 1e _ ultnorn3'.1 .:ounty Central .::...:.orarJ ai:u F1e G1·e._;c'1. 
11istoric1l .3ociety , 



uu.L~GU. U.L 4LVt"eL 1,,,.y VVUl,;1.." UL 

January 23, 1968 2.. 

JOAN OF ARC STATIJE 

Description: This bronze equestrian statue of Joan of Arc depicts her in battle 

array holding a banner. It is mounted on a granite base 60" wide by 110~" long by 

100" high. The statue is a replica of an original by the French sculptor, Emanuel 

Fremiet, which was erected in 1880 in the Place de Rivoli in Paris, France. "F. 

Barbedienne Fondeur Paris France" appears on the west base of the casting and "a gift 

to Portland from Henry Waldo Coe, M.D. 1924" appears on the east base of the casting. 

The inscription on the south base of the statue reads as follows: 

JOAN OF ARC 

Maid of Orleans 

1412 - 1431 

Historical Data: Dr. Henry Waldo Coe appeared before the City Council August 13, 

1924 offering the statues of Joan of Arc and George Washington to the City of Portland. 

At that time he proposed that the statues be placed in the Park Blocks, North and South 

of Theodore Roosevelt's statue. The estimated cost to the City for providing bases and 

placement of the statues was given as $7,000 (C.P. Book 77, Page 335). Between the time 

the gifts were offered and official dedication, numerous statements from citizens were 

received regarding the various proposed locations and several were recorded against the 

final location at 'I/. E. 39th and Glisan Street, which was recommended by the Comissioner 

of Finance and given full approval by the Council on December 31, 1924 (C.P. Book 78, 



- 2 -

Page 259). The dedication was in keeping with the paramount importance detailed to a 

gift of this significance. The statue was formally dedicated on Memorial Day, May 30, 

1925, with the dedicatory address being given by Major General Ulysses Grant McAlexander; 

his subject being, "Joan of Arc, Patriot". A cablegram from President Gaston Doumergue 

of the French Republic was read; also, a telegram of felicitation from President Coolidge. 

Formal presentation of the statue to the City of Portland on behalf of Dr. Coe was made by 

Sylvester C. Pier, father of City Connnissioner Pier. Commissioner C. A. Begelow, acting 

Mayor, gave the acceptance address and Governor Pierce was also a speaker (Oregonian, 

May 30, 1925). 

Remarks: Actual authority for placement of the Joan of Arc Statue was by Council 

action December 31, 1924 (C.P. Boo~ 78, Page 259, Calendar No. 10616). No confirming 

resolution or ordinance was found. 

Research Sources: Council Proceedings Book 77, Pages 404, 414, 441, 646, Book 78 

Pages 6, 58, 145, 251, 258, 259, 354, 429, Book 86, Page 210, 240, Book 93, Page 55 and 

newspaper microfilm copies from the Multnomah County Central Library and the Oregon 

Historical Society. 
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PORTLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS ' 

B0AR0 OF DIRECTORS 
0 . A. GROUT, SUPERINTENDENT 

CHAS. A. RICE 
W. J . H . CLARK GEO. P . EISMAN GENERAL OFFICES FIRST ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT 
J . E. MARTIN F. S. PICKERING 

EAST SIXTH AND CLACKAMAS STREETS E. H . WHITNEY 
FRANKL. SHULL GEO, B. THOMAS 

SECOND ASSISTANT SUPERINTEN DENT 
WILLIAM F . WOODWARD Lr.,urelhurst SCHQ0L 

PORTLAND, OREGON 

./hereas : 
Dr . Henry ,/aldo Coe having been a resi tent of I' ortL,;,ncl 

in ~he str.te of Oregon for the past thirt~r four years , "'.na. 

,Jhe:-ceas : 
Dr . :S:enr:;/ ,/< ldo Coe has presen··ed to the Cit y of 

:I:'ortlan a statue of Joan of 11.rc to be locaterl in t'rie circle 
at ~- 39th [.:1('i rnisan St ., and 

, ... ,.ereas: 
Dr . Henry :a1a_o Coe bas si1own a 3re~.t public spi ·it 

i n presenting this statue '~o the )eople of ~- ortlan .. n.nc. has 
particularly hono:r.ea_ the resia.ents of the Laurelhurst c istrict . 

~herefore , Be it ~esolved : 
That the members here assemble , of the Laurelhurst 

.Oadd ies' Club go on recor. as recommen' ing th'"·.t the City 
Council pass ai1 orr- i.nance na ming the circle hereto:"ore 
mentioned. "Coe Circlerr. 

--- ...... 

t5 c.o 
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S:RSO NN EL 

MR!>. C. WORTMAN 

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN 

MRS. J. C . ELLIOTT-KING THE ART COMMISSION 

OFFICERS 

MRS. H. C . WORTMAN 
C HAIRMAN 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C. F. ADAMS 

MR . ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
VI C E~C HAIRMAN 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 
SEC RETARY 

To th. Honor!1'ble ayor and 
Llemb ·rs of tho Council, 
City 01 Fortland , Or egon. 

Gentle:nen : 

Ane-ust 27,1924 . 

.ht tht') roguln r .::eetin.,3' of the Art Commission, ~uesday . 
Auf"Ust 26.1924, tho formal offer of : r.Henry aldo Coe to 
present to tho City oi. or tlE-nd e replica oi the • r~miet 
equestrian sto tue of Joan oi Arc~ ref erred to the Commission 
by the Council . ms rf'8.d and disousse ' a nd by unaminous cons ent 
the ~omr1isf ion agreed to recomI!~ nd to the :ouncil , the acc eptance 
of this "Ork of a rt by tn 8i ty -Of or tl~nd. ,.it ful l 
a.ppr i nti.on of the public spirit of t he donor. Fo o-ver, the 
Commi ssion feels that this st .tue is deserving of tha f1neet 
E;etting and that the t i.me a llowed !.or J>·eo nendntion is · 
insui'.fici ent. The Com.mission. ther etore, respectfully 
requests an extens ion of t i .~ e of thirty days beyon1 the t en 
day allowed by ordinance for recommend a tion. in order that 
a full discussion of sever l proposed sites may be ossible. 

Copy 

Very respect.f,1117 

By direction of :he rt Commi ss ion 
o:f the City of . ortl ami 

~ ~~ ~l-( 

Secret .ry. 



NNEL 

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN 

MRS. LEE HOFFMAN 

MRS. J.C. ELLIOTT-KING 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C. F. ADAMS 

THE ART COMMISSION 

OFFICERS 

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
VlCE.-CHAlRMAN 

1 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

To the Hon.Mayor and 
Me.mb ers of the Council, 
City of Portland, Ore. 

Gentlemen: 

SECRETARY 

Dec. 23, 19 24 . 

Referrinf to Calendar Ho .9568 sent to this commie sio n 
for further study and recomm£mdation. The commission aft er [, 
carefu.l_consideration recommends that the site in Laurelhurst 
park originally selected for the statue Joan of" Arc is agan 
recommended to the Council . 

The commmssion has reviewed the si tua.tion and 
stud ied other sugg ested -.sites,but finds the La.urelhurst park 
best suited to this particular work of art . Recently the 
Commission in cooperation with the Portland chapter of A.I.A. 
conducted a comp etition for a design for a base for the statue 
on condi tion that the base be suitable for th0 Laurelhurst park 
site. : k.vard s have been made under thi s cc:omp-et j ti o,n. 

Respectful sub~itted 

Y~--<--( rf,fl ~ ~ 
Secretary 
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To the Council, 

Gentleme n:-

--, 

STANHOPE S.PIER, COMMISSI(>:NER 

De cember 25, 1924. 

The undersigne d , your Commissioner of Finance, to whom 

was referre d t h e attac h ed Co mmunic a tion fro m Mabel E. Walt-on"t"'"­

relative to site for Jeanne D'Arc statue, would respectfully recommend 

t hat sa id Co mmun i cation be placed on file. 



/ 

DEC 3 l 192" lloticeC'" / ---~ 
) ; 

A,) ' 1PTED BY TH c co~_r '\L-tL 
3eport of tne Commr.of 
Finance on communication 
from Mab el 3.Walt~ re 
site for Je a~ne D'Arc 
statue 

) 

DEc •, ,.., 1924, 

I 

r 



To the Council, 

Gentlemen:-

1 

(J ·~~~ 
STANHOPE S.PIER, COMMISSIONER 

December 27, 1924. 

The undersigned, your Commi ss ioner of Finance, to whom 

was referre d the ]eport of the Art Commission relative to a site 

for the J oan of Arc statue would respectfully recommend t nat 

s a id Report be placed on file. 

Your Cor.imi ssioner furt her recommends t:nat t he Joan of 

Arc statue be placed on t he south hal f of the circle platted as 

Block "A" Laurelhurst, and loceted at the intersec t ion of 3ast 

39th and East Glisan Streets,for the reason that this site is t he 

one ~o st favored by Dr. Coe, the donator of the Statue. 

Re spect fully 



.. 

DE 31 ... w_.. l t) ·~ 1/ Nm;eSIIII 

noPTED BV THE COlf'\jL 

Re'.oort of the Commr . of 
Finance on r eport of 
Art Commission on 
location of statue of 
J oan o:: Arc 

1 . _ 278 
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P0 rtland is my adopted home but, .. as 
I enlisted here &nd served for Oregoti duribg 
the World War, I believe I dese)O •· ~ a hear.ing 
on the mattt=:r. 

I ~m going to be optomistic eno ugh 
to hope that the honorable members of this 
Council will agree with me on the subject, 
and see to it that no more of the South Park 
Blocks are ruthlessly destroyed and riddled 
to make place for un wantAd s tatues. I am 
only expres.sing the views of many, many of 
the citizens and residents of that locality, 
as well as most emphatically ·expressing my 
own, when I s a y to you that it is absolut ely 
contrary to the wishes of the people of that 
community that this statue be p~ced in that 
loca t i on. 

I thank you for any time you may 
give th i s letter. 

~i' 
,q' 

~ 
c,;i 

$!l 

Jl I 
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Portland, Oit=gon, 

October 27, 1924. 

TO THE HONORABLE MA;YtRAND 
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF PORTLAND, 

Portland, Oregon. 

Gentlemen; 

I am i mmensely interested in the 
subject of the loca tion of the Jeanne D' Arc 

statue androtice from recent newspaper article 
that Dr. Coe is insisting upon plRcing the 
statue in the South Park Blocks, preferably :hn 
tha t block directly west of the Lincoln High 
School. 

I am sure thnt you gentlemen, by virtue 
of the trust the public has plliced in you ; are 
desirous of perpetuating Portlandt:s natural 
beauty. That beauty lies mainly i~ ~er love­
ly trees. I am only an adopted c1t1xen of 
this city. I have lived in all four of the 
large cities on this co t st and, whil? I am 
inclined to love Pfirtland most, you will un-



doubtedly ~ree with me that Portland i~ 
outdone by the other cities of th7 :,o.1i!.st _ in 
almost ~very way, with the excepti'-- .. of her 
lovely , trees and her home atmos ohere 

~ . 
I have heard most severe criticism of 

the denuding of tha t South Park Block whereh 
the Roosevelt statue now stands. The statae 
itself is not of Roosevelt, the President and 
Sta tesman whom we revere, but of Roosevelt, 
a young man, whom most of us never knew. At 
no time in his career did Roosevelt stand on 
his military record, why then, a statue of 
h~m of that sort, for which so much of the 
city's n~tu!al_be~uty was destroyed? Now, 
Dr. Coe 1s insisting upon destroying another 
and absolutely the most beautiful block of 
all the Sou th Pe,rk blocks to erect an 
"imitation" statue of Jeanne d' Arc whom 
he claims to ha ve been the Patron S~int of 
our American Doughboy. I was in the service 
myself all during the world war RJMX n~ver 1 

at any time did I hear Jeanne d: Arc spoken 
of as "their patron saint" by any American 
soldier or s ailor. @erhaps some Catholic 
boy may have considered her so, I cannot say 
a.s to that, for if any mB,n did.z he was not 
given to tell i ng it . I have/ only -criticistheard 
of the statue and o~jections from citinens 
from all different locations when it has be81 
suggested pla cing the statue in their neigh­
borhood. It seems the statue is neither 
appreci~ted nor wanted, and why sacrifice 
your city's wonderful trees to make room 
for it? 

,=~ 27f'. 
~ writer is not acauainted 

with the .er of the statue ~nd being an 
intens e lover of God's outdoors, has no 
desire t6 know him. It, however, does 
occur to me that he is very insistent 
on doing awa y with pvrtland's natural 
beauty in order to erect "imitation" 
statues which the citizens neither want 
nor appreciate, in order to h~ve his name 
in much evidence along their sides. Might 
we not suggest to the generous gentleman 
that he buy himself a park and there erect 
his statues and emblazon his name in lwt­
ters a foot high, if he wishes, on their 
sides? There are many eyesores and most 
unlovely spots in this city which he can 
beautify in that manner if he is only 
satisfied in that way. Then the affairs 
will not be inflicted upon a longr suffer­
ing public who does not want them, and at 
the same time, the city officials of the 
city of Portland will be doing what the 
citizens depended upon them to do when they 
elected them, they will be preserving the· 
natural beauty of the wonderful trees of 
the city, in which lies her only claim to 
supremacy as the home city of this coast. 
If all the unlovely spots and eyesores are 
~llowed to remain undistut bed (and it seems 
this is done) and the most beautiful spots 
of the whole city uprooted to satisfy the 
seemingly selfish desire of some Gne in­
dividual for self-advertising, where is it 
to end? 



• PERSONNEL 

MRS. H. C. WORTMAN 

· -~ 5. LEE HOFFMAN 

J. C. ELLIOTT-KING 

MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 

MR. C. F. ADAMS 

( 

THE ART COMMISSION 

OFFICERS 

MRS. H . C. WORTMAN 
CHAIRMAN 

MR. ROBERT G. DIECK 
VICE~CHAIRMAN 

MR . ROBERT G. DIECK 

MR. FOLGER JOHNSON 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

OREGON MRS. FLORENCE HOLMES GERKE 
SECRETARY 

Jan . 5 ,19~5. 

Mr • Geo • R • Ji'unk Aud i tor , 
City of Portland , Ore . 
:Uear Sir : 

I snbmi t herewith a sta tment of the work of the 
Art Commission from Mar.29,1924 to Dec. 2:J,1924 : 

The cornmission has studied and reported on all 
such matters as have been referred to it by the City Council 
inclua ing the gift of a J oan of Arc statue riven by 
Dr.H. ·•,. coe and a proposed gift of a statue of ·:vashingtbp 
by Dr . Coe ,and the gift of a drinking fountain by the 
D.A . R. The works of art a nd sites for same have been 
ca refully studied and reconrnendations made on same to the 
Council. 

The con:mission conduct ed a public exhihtion of 
pictures of muni cipal art of various types vvhi ch was 
held at the Central Library , Oct.7 to Oct .14 ,19 24 . 

The commission jointly with the Portland Chapter 
of the A.I .A.conducted a competition for a des i gn for 
a base f or the J oan of Arc statue. This competition was 
closed Dec . 9 ,1 J24 . 

Following is an account of the c:zpenditures: 

Appropriation May 1924 . 

l.I iscellaneous expenses by :::.: . G. Dieck to .7ul y 31, 
Lett er heads, cnvelpp es , postage , etc . by 1',irs. G-erk e 

Dlanks f or .krt Commjssion by Mrs . Gerke,Sept.5 

Hold ers f or .A rt exhibit by :,:rs. Zing,lJov.30 
Postag e,etc by R. G. Dieck Aug .l to ~ov . 30 

Balance of appropr i at ~on on ha nd with 
H. G- . Dieck 

2 . 00 
23 . 0IJ 

10.58 

J .1 5 
• 60 

39 .15 

Respectfully submitted 

~~ ~ 
Secretary . ~ 

00 
00 
C)t 



JAN 14 1925 
m-sr ·.'C'F; , , 

COMMISSiOl~EH OF FINANCl~ 

-" - JANr- 1925 Pil!JtJ. - A · :1 1 . .. .... - .,.... -
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COE'S CIRCLE, home of .:Portland's Joan ped with new traffic light which went into 
of Arc monument since 1925 at NE 39th . operation Tuesday. Circle is No: l on city's 
Avenue and Glisan Street, has been equip- · l_ist of rn most dangt!r~us intersections. 



1ge8 Hollywood· News March 31, 1976 

ice 1925 this statue of Joan of Arc has stood lri Coe Circle at 
·1 junction of N.E. 39th and Glisan as a monument to 
·Ierlcan doughboys who fought on the side of the French 
ring WWI. It was given to the city by Dr. Henry Waldo Coe. 

French Statue Has American History 
The statue of Joan of Arc 

which has been standing in 
Coe Circle at the junction of 
N.E. 39th and Glisan for over 
fifty years is one of several 
public monuments throughout 
the city of Portland that Is 
often seen but seldom recog­
nized for Its historical Im­
portance. 

It seems likely that the 
French statue. in particular, 
would raise a curious eye­
brow from an occasional pas­
serby who might wonder what 
a statue of the martyred Maid 
of Orleans is doing In a city 
like Portland, where the only 
link with French culture Is a 
restaurant. 

A recent visit to the Ore­
gon Historical Society has un­
earthed some interesting facts 
about the statue's history. 

The bronze replica of Joan 
of Arc, duplicated from an 
original by French artist Em­
manuel Fremiet, was one of 
four statues given to the city 
by Dr . Henry Waldo Coe, a 
Portland physician who spe­
cialized In mental disorders 
and taught at Willamette Uni­
versity. 

Coe chose the statue be­
cause he felt it was a fit­
ting monument to the Ameri­
can doughboys who so close­
ly allied with the French 
during WWI. 

The dedication ceremony, 
which was held In 1925, was 
recog!tlzed on a national level 
with President Calvin Cool­
idge sending dedicatory re­
marks for the unveiling of the 
statue. 

Portlanders have ~rown 

quite protective of the statue 
since it was first erected In 
the circular greenway named 
after Dr. Coe. In fact, In 
1968 area residents suc­
cessfully halted an effort by 
the city to remove Coe Cir­
cle because it was one of the 

ten most dangerous Intersec­
tions in the metropolitan area. 
Petitions, appealing on be­
half of the aesthetic and his­
torical value of the statue, 
were enough to save the land­
mark. Its future In the city 

now seems secure . 

Pick Up Your Special 

''PLATE LUNCHEON TODAY!'' 
'BUDGET LUNCH FOR BUSY PEOPLE' 
DAILY, TUESDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

FROM NOON TO 2-P.M. - PICK-UP ONLY! 
(These Specials will be a regular weekly feature) 

5 1.40 LUNCH 
CHIN'S AIA BEAN SPROUT 
DRUMITT[\ 
HO\t 801/\, 

5 1.50 LUNCH 
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COe' s Circle Fight Rages On 
• . • I . 

By ANDREW ~RSHON 
Staff Writer, The Oreaon ian 

A · new general -has taken 
the field in the battle of 
Coe's Circle. 

·Francis J. Murnane, fiery 
historic and cultural con­
science of the Portland· City 
Council, officially entered 
the fray Friday afternoon. ,, 

Coe's Circle, NE 39th 
Avenue and Glisan Street, 
has been the home of Port­
land's Joan of Arc monu­
ment since 1925. It is a re­
plica, Murnane said, of a 
French statue that stands on 
the spot where the Maid of 
Orleans was wounded _ in 
1431. 

The circle, unfortunately, 
is Number 1 on the city traf­
fic engineer's list of 10 most 
dangerous intersections. Its 
removal is one of several 
possible solutions to rush· 
hour jam-ups that caused 76 
accidents in 1966. 

In finding a solutioi:i,' the 
traffic engineer authorized a 
study of the situation and 
dispatched two city crews to 
take elevations. The appear­
ance of a large work force, 
equipped with trucks, tran­
sits and flagmen aroused 
the neighborhood earlie_r 
this week to circulating peti­
tions against removal of the 
circle. 

City commissioners were 
foundated with calls from 
the aroused neighbors and 
Mayor Terry D. Schrunk 
pleaded with the press to as­
sure them there would be no 
action taken on the matter 
until a full I council hearing 
has been held. 

Traffic engineers said 
Thursday they have not 
even started to evaluate 
their field data and have not 
reached any conclusion on 
the circle, 

; Murna~e Friday research­
ed the circle ~cf *s statue. 
He filed a two-page state­
ment and brief history with 
the city auditor in tbe after-
noon. · · 
... "We should not ignore the 
fact that cities were created 
for people," Murnane wrote, 
"and not as accommoda­
tions for machines, ai:id par­
ticularly not to be surre~d­
ered to automobiles while 
the cultural and artistic as­
pects are obscured or des­
troyed." 

The council wil!l officially 
receive Mumane's report 
at its Wednesday meeting. 
It will probably not take any 
action, except to refer the 
whole matter to the Departs 
ment of Public Works under 
Commissioner William A. 
Bowes. 

Installation of the statue 
brought dedicatory remarks 
from both U.S. President 
Calvin Coolidge and French 
President Gaston Doumer­
gue. 

On Memorial Day, 1925, 
Doumergue sent a message 
which read: "On the day 
when united in a sentiment 
of ~oble fraternity, you 
glorify the Il?emory ~ our 
national heroine, I wish to 
send you in my name and 
that of France, the expres­
sion of my deep-ly moved 
and thoughtful sympathy.'' 

Coolidge was moved by a 
kindred muse: "The erec­
tion of · this memorial does 
honor alike to the friendly 
people of the g:reat French 
Republic and • to . the fine 
American rnmumty which 
will be adorned by it. The 
cause of human freedom 
knows no national bounda­
ries, and it is highly fitting 
that such a testimonial be 
dedicated by Americans to 

the memory of ~e Maid of 
Orleans." · , 

Speakers at the dedication 
included the Rev. WHliam 
W. Youngson, former City 
Commissioner S.C. -Pier and 
French Consul C. Henri 
Labbe. . _ 

Labbe, . the records show, -
extolled the heroic d~eds • of 
Joan and the · inspiration 
both Americans and' French 
took from her during World 
War I. 

But the main address was 
left to "the Rock of · the 
Marne," Portland's Maj. 
Gen. Ulysses Grant Alexan­
der whose troops held the 
Hun and received France's 
accolades a decade before. 

Oregon Gov. Walter 
Pierce attended the ceremo­
ny as did th~ city's acting 
mayor, C.A. Bigelow. 

Bigelow expressed Port­
Iand 's thanks to the statue's 
donor, Dr. Henry Waldo 
Coe, and promised that the 
statue, "in its abiding place 
would always be . kept 
w o rt h i l y beautiful with 
grass and flowers." • 

Dr. Coe gave the city a 
number of other statues and 
monuments, including the 
casting of Theodore Roose­
velt which stands in the 
downtown Park Blocks. 

Murnane noted all of this 
for the council and also re­
called, "The City of Port­
land made a• promise to Dr. 
Henry Waldo Coe that hJs 
gift would be pr~served !3-nd 
cherished art this location. 
So far the city has kept the 
pledg~ in a most magni_fi. 
cent manner. Let us contm­
ue to do so!" 

M u r n a n e urged that 
whatever traffic plans are 
considered, the retention of 
Coe Circle and the statue 
should be of prime impor­
tance. 
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