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South Park Blocks 
Master Plan Update
Design Concepts

Design and Historic Landmarks 
Commissions Briefing
December 5, 2019

PRESENTATION OUTLINE

1.	 Community and Stakeholder 
Engagement

2.	 Design Objectives
3.	 Site Analysis Overview
4.	 Kit of Parts Approach
5.	 Review of (3) Design  			      	

Concepts in Detail
6.	 Discussion and Question Topics
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Technical Advisory Committee Meetings - most recent 9/23/2019
Community Advisory Committee Meetings - most recent 10/29/2019

Phase 1 (complete): 
Phase 1 Engagement Survey Results
CAC’s Priority Issues and Opportunities
Community Event #1 - 7/17/2019
Walking tours and meetings with community 
and stakeholder groups
Concept Development Workshop - 8/6/2019

COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
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Phase 2 (in process): 
Presentations to various community and stakeholder groups
	 Downtown Neighborhood Association - 12/3/2019
	 Portland Art Museum - 11/22/2019
	 Portland Business Alliance -11/19/2019 
	 Meeting with PBOT - 11/13/2019
	 Friends of South Park Blocks - 11/12/2019
	 Parks Accessibility Advisory Committee - 11/7/2019
Community Event #2 - 11/23/2019 
Historic Landmarks and Design Commissions Briefing - 12/5/2019
Phase 2 Engagement Survey - open through 12/31/2019
Urban Forestry Commission - 1/16/2020

COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update
NEXT STEPS

Next Steps:

Your feedback will help us refine these concepts 
into a preferred park design that we will bring 
back to the community for comment next spring.

***All concepts subject to further design 
refinements and continued conversations with the 

community and technical advisors***

Complete Plan
spring/summer2020

Review Options
fall/winter 2019

Collect Ideas
spring/summer 2019

We are here!
12
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COMMUNITY AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

What would you like to see
more of in the South Park Blocks? 
(top responses)

1.	 Native plantings and habitat
2.	 Places for rest and quiet
3.	 Enjoy additional/more diverse 

public art
4.	 Cultural performances
5.	 Community event space

Most important historic or 
iconic features? (top responses)

1.	 Trees
2.	 Planting areas
3.	 Pathway design
4.	 Type of landscaping
5.	 Statues, memorials, public art
6.	 Lighting
7.	 Plaza areas
8.	 Material types (pavement types)

Community Priorities?
(top responses)

1.	 Safety
2.	 Landscaping
3.	 Trees
4.	 Pedestrian Movement
5.	 Park Pathways
6.	 Street Crossings

Select findings from Phase 1 Engagement Survey Results:

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES
•	Celebrate the South Park Blocks identity through defining 

features in both the University and Cultural District.

•	Prioritize inclusive design and equitable experiences for 
people with differing abilities and backgrounds.

•	Enrich the park experience through cultural events, performing arts and visual arts.

•	Provide periodic flexible use space for events, farmers 
markets, fairs, exhibits and live performances.

•	Develop and expand specific program of appropriate elements or attractions. 

•	Consider methods to increase the sustainability and resiliency of park resources.

•	 Consider micro-climate and user comfort in all seasons.

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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DESIGN OBJECTIVES
•	Preserve and improve wildlife habitat and urban forest canopy over time.

•	Facilitate maintenance and operations efficiencies.

•	Improve the physical and perception of public safety.

•	Continue to work with partners to support each other 
and identify mutually beneficial opportunities.

•	Consider the need for a large public gathering hub in times of emergency.

•	Improve circulation and physical safety at streets and street crossings.

•	Explore possible street closures.

•	Support multi-modal connections and implementation of the Green Loop.

•	Strengthen relationship with the Native American Student and Community Center.

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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SITE ANALYSIS OVERVIEW

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    

Block 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Block 12



SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update       Design and Historic Landmarks Commissions Briefing        December 5, 2019

GENERAL MAP FEATURES

 Planting Areas

 Building Footprints

 

2035 Bicycle Network Plan

Neighborhood Greenway

No Bike Facility Bikeway

Green Loop

Off-street Trail or Path
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SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update

Source: 
PortlandMaps Open Data, SouthParkBlocks_ex-
pandedbasemap.dwg, Portland Bureau of 
Transportation, Central City in Motion
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GREEN LOOP CHARACTER 
IN THE SOUTH PARK BLOCKS

NOT THE GREEN LOOP             GREEN LOOP

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    



SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update       Design and Historic Landmarks Commissions Briefing        December 5, 2019

10TH AVENUE
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10TH AVENUE
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EXPERIENCE
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Emerald Arrow Concept Braided Districts Concept Mirrored Chain Concept

Spatial Organization Historic character Sequential related woven spaces Block by block, responsive to immediate context

Pedestrian Experience Central promenade Enhanced corners Diagonal "X" pattern

Trees Retain rows of elms Increased variety with aesthetic quality Diverse canopy with conifers ‐ biodiversity

Planting Retain/Redistribute Cultural District Planters Retain/Expand Cultural District Planters Reconfigure to Diagonal Planters

Art Added periodically throughout Added to Cultural District closed streets Added to Cultural District median islands

Terminus Gateways at endpoints Transition to Native American Center Gateways at endpoints and midpoint

Street Treatments Tabled intersections and closed streets
Narrowed roads to shorten crossing distances; 
closed streets

Periodic street medians

Focal Points
Added/Existing art and fountains, renovated Smith 
Amphitheater

Interactive play features, three district identities
Interactive art features, new plazas in University 
District

Green Loop Perimeter along Park Ave West Perimeter, diagonal connection Perimeter along Park Ave East/West

  Elements

South Park Blocks Master Plan Update  Design Concepts

EMERALD ARROW  
CONCEPT ELEMENTS

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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UNIVERSITY DISTRICT CULTURAL DISTRICT

OPTION A

SPATIAL
PATTERN

UNIVERSITY DISTRICT CULTURAL DISTRICT
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EMERALD ARROW CONCEPT

SPATIAL PATTERN



0 250 500125
Feet

°
! ++++

Park Tax Lot

Building Footprint

Historic Small-Scale Features (in place prior to 1971)

Programmable Gathering Space (larger events) 

Small / Informal Gathering Space

Flexible Open Space (turf)

Programmable Space (event location)

New Small-Scale Feature / Art Installation

Interactive / Play Feature

Gateway Feature

Bench Seating

Social Seating

+

!

OPTION A

PROGRAM
AND SPATIAL 
ORGANIZATION 

Peter W Stott Center
& Viking Pavilion

Masonic 
Temple

Portland 
Art Museum

Arlene Schnitzer 
Concert Hall

New Heathman 
HotelSo

ve
re

ig
n

H
ot

el

St
. 

Ja
m

es
 

Lu
th

er
an

C
hu

rc
h

First
Congregational

Church

Si
xt

h 
C

hu
rc

h 
of

 
C

hr
is

t, 
Sc

ie
nt

is
t

Ro
os

ev
el

t
H

ot
el

Je
an

ne
 

M
an

or
 

A
pa

rt
m

en
t 

Bu
ild

in
g

C
um

be
rla

nd
A

pa
rt

m
en

ts

La
dd

C
ar

ri
ag

e 
H

ou
se

Simon
Benson

Residence

Lincoln HallCramer HallSmith Memorial 
Student UnionNeuberger HallShattuck Hall

Millar Library

Montgomery
Hall

Park Plaza 
Apartments

Pa
rk

m
illVu

e A
pa

rtm
en

ts

Pa
rk

w
ay

Blackstone

Annex

Native American
Student & Community 

Center

Arlington
Club

planned
affordable

housing

Oregon
Historical
Society
Museum

Portland’5
Centers for

the Arts

First
Christian
Church

future mixed-use
building

So
ut

hp
ar

k
Sq

ua
re

A
pa

rt
m

en
ts

15
00

 S
W

Pa
rk

 A
ve

nu
e

6TH

BROADWAY

M
A

IN

SA
LM

O
N

C
LA
Y

M
A
R
K
E
T

C
O
LU
M
B
IA

JE
FF
E
R
S
O
N

M
A

D
IS

O
N

M
IL

L

H
A

LL

JA
C

K
SO

N

C
O

LL
EG

E

M
O

N
TG

O
M

ER
Y

H
A

R
R

IS
O

N

SW PARK EAST

SW PARK WEST

11TH

10TH

couplet
streets

couplet
streets

Interconnected 
programmable 

spaces
Social seating

Fully 
renovated 

plaza

Block 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Block 12

EMERALD 
ARROW
CONCEPT

NEW PARK 
FEATURES AND 
GATEWAYS



SOUTH PARK BLOCKS // master plan update       Design and Historic Landmarks Commissions Briefing        December 5, 2019

Passive Spaces in the Cultural District Renovated Smith Plaza

Expanded Play Opportunities at PSU Playground Circulation Around Art Focal Points

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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Central Promenade (Cultural District) Existing Shared Use Path at PSU

Raised (Tabled) Intersection (Cultural District)

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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Mature Elms Along Pedestrian Promenade Path (Cultural District)

Maintain Flexible Lawn Spaces (University District)
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BRAIDED DISTRICTS  
CONCEPT ELEMENTS

Emerald Arrow Concept Braided Districts Concept Mirrored Chain Concept

Spatial Organization Historic character Sequential related woven spaces Block by block, responsive to immediate context

Pedestrian Experience Central promenade Enhanced corners Diagonal "X" pattern

Trees Retain rows of elms Increased variety with aesthetic quality Diverse canopy with conifers ‐ biodiversity

Planting Retain/Redistribute Cultural District Planters Retain/Expand Cultural District Planters Reconfigure to Diagonal Planters

Art Added periodically throughout Added to Cultural District closed streets Added to Cultural District median islands

Terminus Gateways at endpoints Transition to Native American Center Gateways at endpoints and midpoint

Street Treatments Tabled intersections and closed streets
Narrowed roads to shorten crossing distances; 
closed streets

Periodic street medians

Focal Points
Added/Existing art and fountains, renovated Smith 
Amphitheater

Interactive play features, three district identities
Interactive art features, new plazas in University 
District

Green Loop Perimeter along Park Ave West Perimeter, diagonal connection Perimeter along Park Ave East/West

  Elements

South Park Blocks Master Plan Update  Design Concepts

Emerald Arrow Concept Braided Districts Concept Mirrored Chain Concept

Spatial Organization Historic character Sequential related woven spaces Block by block, responsive to immediate context

Pedestrian Experience Central promenade Enhanced corners Diagonal "X" pattern

Trees Retain rows of elms Increased variety with aesthetic quality Diverse canopy with conifers ‐ biodiversity

Planting Retain/Redistribute Cultural District Planters Retain/Expand Cultural District Planters Reconfigure to Diagonal Planters

Art Added periodically throughout Added to Cultural District closed streets Added to Cultural District median islands

Terminus Gateways at endpoints Transition to Native American Center Gateways at endpoints and midpoint

Street Treatments Tabled intersections and closed streets
Narrowed roads to shorten crossing distances; 
closed streets

Periodic street medians

Focal Points
Added/Existing art and fountains, renovated Smith 
Amphitheater

Interactive play features, three district identities
Interactive art features, new plazas in University 
District

Green Loop Perimeter along Park Ave West Perimeter, diagonal connection Perimeter along Park Ave East/West

  Elements

South Park Blocks Master Plan Update  Design Concepts
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BRAIDED DISTRICTS

SPATIAL PATTERN
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Expanded Play Opportunities (throughout) Larger Group Seating (University District)

Culturally Themed Art (throughout) Social Seating (throughout)

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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Separated Bikeway with Vegetated Buffer (Cultural District) Narrowed Road Widths (Cultural District)

Separated Pedestrian & Bicyclists (University District)

PORTLANDPARKS.ORG   |   Commissioner Nick Fish   |   Director Adena Long    
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Smaller Canopy Deciduous Species (University District) Simplified Low-Growing Natives (throughout)

Maintain Flexible Lawn Spaces (throughout) Expand Rose Beds (throughout)
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MIRRORED CHAIN  
CONCEPT ELEMENTS
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Interconnected Programmable Space (Cultural District) Median Art Responsive to Cultural Institutions (Cultural District)

Interactive / Play Features (throughout)Event Spillover Plaza at Viking Pavilion (University District)
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Separated Bikeway with Vegetated Buffer (Cultural District) Median Islands (Cultural District)

Woonerf-style curbless street (University District)
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Conifer Species Within Linear Rows (University District) Ferns and Forbs Groundcover (throughout)

Introduce New Deciduous Species (throughout)
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Discussion and question topics for the Commissioners:

1.	 Trees as a Primary Character-Defining Feature: approach to urban forestry and tree 
replacement

2.	 Planting: changes to planting and turf areas, native planting proposals

3.	 Activation: value of park programming on certain blocks

4.	 Activation: proposal of some partial street closures for programming

5.	 Pedestrian Circulation: diagonal pathways versus orthogonal walkways with mid-
block crossings

6.	 Use of Public Open Space: removal of some parking on the Park Blocks

7.	 Compatibility of Modes: designation of pedestrian versus cyclist pathways

8.	 Compatibility of renovated plaza spaces, potential structures, and historic eligibility
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Tree Analysis Highlights:
•	Tree succession plan should consider 

fewer trees to improve growing space, 
pruning existing trees to improve growing 
space, and incorporating species that 
are more tolerant of shade in dense 
areas where new trees are desired. 

•	52% (199) of inventoried trees are 
American elm (Ulmus americana) 
and elm hybrids (Ulmus spp.)

•	Tree diameter information:
	- 20% of trees smaller than 6-inches
	- 50% between 6- and 24-inches
	- 30% larger than 24-inches

•	Some young trees are struggling
	- Lack of overhead growing 
space shade intolerance

	- Many developing with poor structure 
including one-sided crowns and lean. 

•	Over 90% of the inventoried trees 
are in fair or good condition

•	Treatment recommendations:
	- 75% of trees are classified as retain 
	- 29 trees (8%) classified as remove 
	- 68 (17%) optional

•	Urban Forestry is currently reviewing 
these recommendations
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Emerald Arrow Concept Braided Districts Concept Mirrored Chain Concept

Spatial Organization Historic character Sequential related woven spaces Block by block, responsive to immediate context

Pedestrian Experience Central promenade Enhanced corners Diagonal "X" pattern

Trees Retain rows of elms Increased variety with aesthetic quality Diverse canopy with conifers ‐ biodiversity

Planting Retain/Redistribute Cultural District Planters Retain/Expand Cultural District Planters Reconfigure to Diagonal Planters

Art Added periodically throughout Added to Cultural District closed streets Added to Cultural District median islands

Terminus Gateways at endpoints Transition to Native American Center Gateways at endpoints and midpoint

Street Treatments Tabled intersections and closed streets
Narrowed roads to shorten crossing distances; 
closed streets

Periodic street medians

Focal Points
Added/Existing art and fountains, renovated Smith 
Amphitheater

Interactive play features, three district identities
Interactive art features, new plazas in University 
District

Green Loop Perimeter along Park Ave West Perimeter, diagonal connection Perimeter along Park Ave East/West

  Elements

South Park Blocks Master Plan Update  Design Concepts
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List of considerations that will be part 
of refining preferred concepts:

•	Emergency and fire access
•	Traffic management
•	Maintenance and operations needs
•	Accessibility and inclusive design
•	Perceptions of and design for safety
•	Electrical connections and lighting
•	Tree succession planting strategy
•	Irrigation
•	Pavement materials

*All concept elements subject to further design detail and continued 
conversations with the community and technical advisors
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