
Governing Principles 
The City of Portland and Multnomah County will promote, support and 
strengthen a healthy regional food system, based upon the following 
principles: 

1. Every City and County resident has the right to an adequate supply of nutritious, affordable 
and culturally appropriate food (food security). 

2. Food security contributes to the health and well being of residents while reducing the need 
for medical care and social services. 

3. Food and agriculture are central to the economy of the City and County, and a strong 
commitment should be made to the protection, growth and development of these sectors. 

4. A strong regional system of food production, distribution, access and reuse that protects our 
natural resources contributes significantly to the environmental well-being of this region 

5. A healthy regional food system further supports the sustainability goals of the City and 
County, creating economic, social and environmental benefits for this and future 
generations. 

6. Food brings people together in celebrations of community and diversity and is an important 
part of the City and County’s culture. 

City and County commitment 

In order to play its role in creating a healthy regional food system, the City 
and County will: 

1. Support an economically viable and environmentally and socially sustainable local food 
system.  

2. Enhance the viability of regional farms by ensuring the stability of the agricultural land base 
and infrastructure and strengthening economic and social linkages between urban 
consumers and rural producers.  

3. Ensure ready access to quality grocery stores, food service operations and other food 
delivery systems.  



4. Promote the availability of a variety of foods at a reasonable cost.  

5. Promote and maintain legitimate confidence in the quality and safety of foods available.  

6. Promote easy access to understandable and accurate information about food and nutrition. 


