Whereas, The fictional character of Wonder Woman, created in 1941 by William Moulton Marston and Harry G. Peter, has inspired women and men throughout the world with adventures in all forms of printed, audio, and filmed media, spreading a message of true equality for everyone, truthfulness, strength, safety, dignity, and peace; and
Whereas, the month of October is designated as National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, in which various educational, charitable, and shelter organizations work to end violence and abuse against women, children, or men; and
Whereas, domestic violence devastates families, erodes the health of our communities, and puts undue burdens on local medical and mental health care services; and
Whereas, Wonder Woman Day was created as an annual event in the City of Portland, Oregon in 2006 by Andy Mangels as a way to elevate awareness of domestic violence issues, and to raise charitable funds for shelter and aid organizations, utilizing the character and ideals of Wonder Woman to inspire and educate; and
Whereas, artists from throughout the United States, Canada, Europe, and South America have all recognized the value of the Wonder Woman Day event in both raising funds, enriching education, and celebrating the strength of abuse survivors, and have contributed artwork designed to meet those goals; and
Whereas, community advocates are courageous heroes themselves, working to provide safety for survivors of domestic violence; and
Whereas, the City of Portland recognizes that all residents of the State of Oregon should be able to embrace true equality for everyone, truthfulness, strength, safety, dignity, and peace; and
Now, therefore, I, Tom Potter, Mayor of the City of Portland, Oregon, the “City of Roses,” do hereby proclaim October 26, 2008 to be
Wonder Woman Day
in Portland, and encourage all residents to observe this day.
