Whereas, creating an environment in which people can develop their full potential and lead productive, 

creative, and fulfilling lives is in accordance with our needs and interests as a positive and healthy global community; and 

Whereas, every individual in a healthy and vibrant society must have access to basic human needs; such 

as adequate food, clothing, housing, clean water, and health services; and
Whereas, more than 1.2 billion people, one in every five on earth, survive on less than one dollar a day; 

and
Whereas, every 3.6 seconds another person dies of starvation and the large majority are children under 

the age of five years old; and
Whereas, more than 2.4 billion people do not have proper sanitation facilities, and more than 2.2 

million people die every year from diseases caused by polluted water and filthy sanitation conditions; and
Whereas, the United States of America is a country with vast economic resources, great political 

influence, and dedicated compassionate citizens; and
Whereas, Portland is home to a community that not only thinks locally, but globally as well; and
Whereas, The Borgen Project, a non-profit organization based in the great Northwest, is a global 

movement of people who are working both at home and throughout the country to get poverty on the agenda of the world's agenda setters through public awareness and community organizing campaigns; and
Whereas, the citizens of Portland are joining the Borgen Project in a movement to end extreme poverty 

throughout the world; and
Now, Therefore, that I, Tom Potter, mayor of the city of Portland, do hereby proclaim (date) as 
the (first annual Borgen Project Day) in Portland, Oregon  

 

I encourage everyone in Portland to join the fight to bring global poverty to the forefront of the of the American political agenda.

