Whereas, the purchasing and materials management profession has a significant role in the quality, 
efficiency, and profitability of business and government throughout the United States; and 
Whereas, purchasing and materials management profession works for private, public and both profit and 
non-profit organizations; and
Whereas, in addition to the purchasing of goods and services, the purchasing and materials management 
profession engages in or has direct responsibility for functions such as executing, implementing, and administering contracts; developing forecasts and procurement strategies; supervising and/or monitoring the flow and storage of materials; and developing working relationships with suppliers and with other departments within an organization; and
Whereas, the purchasing and materials management profession has tremendous influence on the economic 
conditions in the United States, with an accumulative purchasing power running into the billions of dollars; and

Whereas, purchasing or procurement operations range from one-person departments to several thousand; 
and
Whereas, the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing, Inc., the Oregon Public Purchasing 
Association, and other associations around the globe are holding activities and special events to further educate and inform the general public on the role of purchasing within business, industry, and government;
Whereas, the City of Portland, Office of Management and Finance, Bureau of Purchases provides 
leadership, policy development, oversight and management of the City’s procurement, contract award processes, contract compliance and small business outreach and assistance programs.

Now, therefore, I Tom Potter, Mayor of the City of Portland, here proclaim March 2008 to be 

Purchasing Month
in Portland and encourage all  to observe this month.
