
With the in.flux of any thousands of n w people and with 

oney plentiful in tho bands of uny people who have been thro 'h the 

lean years of depression, Portland nature.117 must face additional 

crime and viee problems. Those in uest of an easy living 11re bound to 

flock to boom placee. 

A deterll1ined effort ha beon made and will continue to be 

made in the suppression of or1 e, prostitution and gn: bllng. o think

ing person could or uld assert that tbe11e thing do not exist. The 

mot we can say 1e that our law enforcement ageneies are making f!Nery 

effort to ourb them to th.a fullest ext.nt. 

concerted drive has been , de eg3.inst orostitution in 

eooperation with the A y, Navy and the Federal Government. All knoffll 

houses have b en purged ann the in'.1lates driven out. It can be dofinitely 

ssert.ed that there are no houses or orost1tution opereting in Portlnnd 

at this tue and thar& will be none. Co :ieroialized prostitution has 

been subjected to relentless attack. A total of 150 leaders ot this 

vice, eo only known as pimps, have been nrreo ed and prosecuted and 

other r• being arrest d under stflte laws a fa.s't as th":ly a.re round. 

Fro• the co nding officers of neighbor1tW troop cantonments we have 

the ~ssurance that they are well pleas~d with the local effort ~nd feel 

that Portland 1e freer frO?a the sourcee or infection than y other 

city on the Paci.tic Coast. Aleo, frolll the Federal Security Agency 

headquarters for the coast, I have strong e."ld unqualified lettara o_f 

co endation on the local effort. 

The matter ot gambling is being given the attention of the 

police constantly.. Cappers have beo-n driven froin the streets.. Gelllbling 

places hav been harrassed and raided relentlessly nnd., while no one 

would be foolish enough to say there ie no gambli~ in Portland, I 

think we can 1 it 1 not flaunted openly and ie not rM1pant and is 

being curbed to arr greater extent than wer b&f'ore in Portland•s 

history. 



Generally speakingJ Portla.'1.d bas a big job in taking in so e 

100,000 new people and a.king them a part of our community. They are 

coming :f'roia all walks of lite and all shades of oociet7. With them they 

bring addition l traffic probl ms, ddit1on..u tranaporte.tion proble. s 

and a tremendous housing problam. I feel that our people should cooperate 

1n ak.1.ng the'll welcome .... nd in - ing r ~o.l Portland.ere of tham. 

Earl Riley 
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By Mayor Earl Riley 

Absorbing into Portland's normal population of 300,000 an additional 

100,000 within a period of one year is a problem this city now faces very 

positively and definitely. The Government has assigned to the Portland area 

the job of building one third of the entire output of ships of the United States. 

To do the job will require at the maximum 120,000 to 150,000 men. To obtain 

this number of men means a population increase of no less'than 100,000 within 

the year that this gigantic program must be completely under way. 

The transition involves many problems. Many of the normal ways of life 

in Portland will go by the boards. We will be faced with congestion, 

increased demands on our public services such as fire, police and utilities; 

increased crime problems and extreme problems of housing, heating, transportation, 

traffic and recreation. The utmost of cooperation on the part of the public 

will be required to enable Portland to fulfill its wartime assignment. 

The housing problem is upon us now. Within this period of 12 months we 

must provide 60,000 new units of housing. Fifty-five hundred of these units 

are under construction now. V;e are struggling to unravel the intricacies of 

priorities so that an uninterrupted flow of materials may enable the completion 

of these additional thousands of units within a year. Increase in housing 

must move hand in hand with the increase in population. 

The speed with which this housing problem must be met leaves no time for 

construction of facilities such as sewers, water mains, light lines, gas mains, 

streets and sidewalks. Also, materials required for these are more urgently 

needed for tanks, planes, guns and ships. Therefore, we are asked to locate 

the greater part of the new housing on property,owned by the City and leased to 

the Federal Government for the duration only, llDPtptmpwtk~ where these services 

are already available. Such houses will be temporary and will be removed after 

the war. In this building program, gigantic as it is, we naturally must have 

the cooperation and not the opposition of adjacent property owners. Our prime 

purpose is to do our war time task and at the same stroke preserve and protect 

existing property values to the greatest possible extent. By having definite 
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Federal commitments for removal of the temporary houses irn.~ediately after the 

war, established property interests are being protected far more certainly 

than they would be should the houses be built on property purchased by the 

government. 

With the building of this housing and the occupancy of the u...~its by 

defense .workers comes numerous additional problems. Workers must be transported. 

This already has placed a severe strain on our transportation system v·hich is 

handicapped by inability to acquire needed additional equipment. This problem 

will increase. The new population must be fed and clothed and must join in 

our usual recreations. This spells congestion in all such places . Our police 

service and our fire protection will have vast new problems. There will be 

additional strains on our normal sotllI"ces of supply of fuel. We may face serious 

hardships in this connection even though everything humanly possible has been 

done to augment these supplys. 

In all, no period in history has been fraught with ~ore prospective 

difficulties. But I know the public is going to cooperate and every difficulty 

is going to be ironed out and we are going to complete our part of the war 

effort in a way that will be a credit to the City and the nation. 
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