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To: Mike Lindberg and Kathleen Cody 

Prom: tawretta Morris 
Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians 

Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians and the Southwest 
Indian Art Market organizers are signing a memorandum of 
understanding tomorrow, Tuesday, August 20 to agree to cooperate 
in developing a Northwest Indian Market in Portland. It will be 
on the same scale as the Indian Market in Santa Fe. The Northwest 
Indian Market will emphasize the spectacular art of Alaska, 
British Columbia, Washington, Oregon, Montana, Idaho and northern 
California, and include Native art from ot her regions a s well. 
The Indian Art Market has the support of the city of Portland. We 

P.02 

will write a press release on Tuesday for release Wednesday, ~ 
August 21, announcing the agreement. We would like to quote you. ~,r1 
May we suggest the f o 11 owing : "'(jtfa(t? J 

•• a,:e looking forward to this great event coming to our tvf Dl--_ (JO 
city. Indi~ art is among the best in the world, and northwest .~;V\.-- I~ 
Indian artists deserve this opportunit~ to showcase their work.# vvv, ~ 

~. Pleas e fax us permission to use this generic quote, or ~~µJ 
provide us with a statement that you would prefer.we need to have j 
it by 11 a. m. tomorrow, p bY--lf~ 

Since I'm in Santa Fe , please call me me on my cell phone V 
503-970-1961 or leave a message in my room at Homewood Suites, 
505-988-3000, or Fax 505-988-4700. 

AUG-19-1995 15:07 505 988 4700 P.02 
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DATE: 

Mike Lindberg, Commissioner 
1220 S.W Fifth Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 97204 
(503) 823-4145 

FAX: (503) 823-3017 

TO: Law~ l/llorr,s 1v ~ Svu}Vi
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"Dream of Splrltual 
Strength," a statue by 
Jim Jackson, a North
west sculptor and Kla
math lndlan, would 
greet visitors to the 
proposed Northwest ln
dlan Art Market In 
downtown Portland. 
Tribes hope to launch 
the event on Memorlal 
Day weekend 1998. The 
statue now stands at 
the downtown HIiton 
Hotel. 
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Northwest Indians propose 
national art center in Portland 
• Organizers hope 40,000 people will attend 
the first Indian art market, projected to open 
Memorial Day weekend in 1998 

By COURTENAY THOMPSON 
of The Oregonian staff 

Northwest Indians hope lo make Portland a 
mecca for their art by creating a national market 
on a par with the 75-year-old Indian Market in 
Santa Fe, N.M. 

Organizers with the Affiliated Tribes of North
west Indians envision filling galleries and hotels 
throughout downtown Portland with the works of 
300 to 400 Indian artists from around the country. 
They wanl to bring in modern sculptors and mulli
media artists as well as more traditional basket
makers and bead artists. 

They hope to attract '10,000 people to the first 
three-day-long event, scheduled for Memorial Day 
weekend 1998, and expand it annually. 

"We plan to make Portland one of lhe major 
areas for Indian art," said Lawretla Morris, lhe 
tribes' newly hired development director and a 

. longtime political and community fmiil-raiser in 

Portland. 
Morris recently began talking lo cily officials 

and businesses about ways to fund the event. She 
plans to seek national grants and lo hold a black
tie art auction in November. 

The proposal for an Indian art market comes 
when Artquake, Portland's 19-year-old Labor Uay 
arts festival, which usually attracts 200,000 visi
tors, is taking a year olT. J\rlquake's organizers 
failed to attract enough support from the city and 
downtown businesses. 

But Morris said she's not worried about finding 
funding, given what she thinks will be the event's 
national draw. Neither is she daunted by the logis
tical challenge of mounting such an event in in
door locations throughout downtown. 

The Northwest Indian Art Market at Portland, as 
Morris is calling it, would be the first of its size 
and scope. The Northwest now has scnltered small 
galleries and occasional museum exhibits that fea
ture Indian art. 

Many artists must travel thousands of miles to 
market their work at powwows and smaller shows, 

Please turn to 
ART, ~age B5 



Art: Indian artists need community support to flourish 
•continued from Page 81 
or they 1rmst compete to get into the 
annual Santa Fe Indian Market In 
August, the nation's largest. 

The event could give a boost lo the 
efforts or tribes around the North
west, some or which are trying lo es
tablish arts and cultural centers 
wllh casino-generated dollars. The 
market also could work with estab
lished tribal institutions, such as 
the Museum at Warm Springs, built 
by the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Indian Reservation. 

But some Northwest Indian art
ists, while they welcome the pros
pect of an art market, say it will 
take much more to create a Santa 
Fe-style environment in which 
Northwest Indian artists can flour
ish. It wlll lake the support of the 
area's un iversltles, museums, arts 
Institutions and corporate sponsors 
to foster Indian artists - - support 
they say has been lacking. 

"I think there could be a move
ment here In the Northwest," said 
Hank Gobin, cultural resources 
manager for the Tulalip Tribe in 
Marysville, Wash. "Out I think it's 
going to take a real collective ap
proach by Indians, Indian institu
tions and non-Indian institulioi1S 
working hand In hand." 

An annual art market could be a 
boon to the local economy. 

The Santa Fe Indian Market, 
sponsored by the nonprofit South
western Association for Indian Arts 
Inc .. brings in 1,200 Indian artists 
and an estimated 100,000 collectors 

and tourists from around the world . 
The state or New Mexico esti

mates the weekend event, coupled 
with a week of related events lead
ing up to it, generates $110 million 
for the economy in hotel bills, res
taurant Labs and related spending. 

J\nd weekend sales of art total an 
estimated $44 million, said Heather 
J\htone-lJegaye, assistant to the 
president of the arts association. 

Northwest tribes hope lo foster 
the same kind of enthusiasm and 
dollars for the less well-known art of 
Northwest Indians. The AlTillated 
Tribes of Northwest Indians is a 
· nonprofit organization that serves 
54 tribes. 

Morris, the development director, 
said the show would be open to Indi
ans belonging lo tribes. Their work 
would have lo pass a panel or artists 
lo be included. The weekend would 
foalure arlist receptions and possi
bly performances by native drum
mers, story tellers and musicians. 

Organiwrs hope the annual event 
would not only provide Northwest 
Indian artists with an easily accessi
ble market but also raise their pro
file throughout the region and the 
art world. 

Gail E. Chehak, arts and tourism 
coordinator for the alTilialed tribes, 
said Indian artists often get pigeon
holed. "Indians are usually put in 
the . natural history museums with 
the elephants and the dinosaurs 
rather than in the modern art sec
tion or the museum for women," she 
said. 

Chehak also sees the art market 
as part or a larger eITort to teach 
non-Indians about their past and 
modern culture and to let people 
know there's much more to modern 
Indians than the glittery casinos 
that dot the Northwest or the stereo
typed images of the past. 

"We get tired of being thought of 
as people only in the past," Chehak 
said. "We are modern-day people 
with a proud history and past. We 
are not all gone." 

Northwest Indian artists said they 
would welcome the art market. 

"We need ammething like that 
here. Oh, yes," said Nadine Van Me
chelen, a 62-year-old Yurok artist 
from Pendleton who makes intricate 
beaded dolls. 

Van Mechelen said that when she 
began making dolls 12 years ago, she 
had no idea where to sell her work. 
She sold her tlolls at Oea markets for 
$25 apiece. Today her dolls sell for 
between $400 and $1,000. 

Marvin Oliver, a professor or 
American Indian studies at the Uni
versity of Washington, is a Quinault 

Indian artjst . who creates huge 
scuiptures of steel, glass and bronze. 
He said the art market could pro
vide a much-needed forum for 
Northwest artists to share ideas, 
techniques and methods. It also 
could encourage younger artists liv
ing on or near Northwest reserva
tions to get involved. 

Both Oliver and Gobin, or the Tu
lalip 'tribe, said the region n~eds a 

strong institute to support indige
nous artists, as well as the support 
of universities and museums. 

"Indian people ... in the Nor~h
west as a whole have not had the dp
portunity to be a part of the orgt 
nized institutional at-t activitie~ 
generated by the Portland Art Mus -
um, the University of Washingto1 
and on and on and on and on,' 
Gobin said. 
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