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Enhanced Transit Corridors Plan 

Project Goals and Activities
•  Support planned growth in centers and 

along corridors consistent with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan update

•  Guide the prioriƟ zaƟ on of capital and operaƟ onal 
investments in Enhanced Transit Corridors

Map of Recommended Candidate Corridors

The City of Portland complies with all non-discriminaƟ on, Civil Rights laws including Civil Rights Title VI and ADA Title II. To help ensure 
equal access to City programs, services and acƟ viƟ es, the City of Portland will reasonably modify policies/procedures and provide 
auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabiliƟ es. Call 503-823-5185, TTY 503-823-6868 or Oregon Relay Service: 711 with such 
requests, or visit hƩ p://bit.ly/13EWaCg

Project Description 
The Portland Bureau of TransportaƟ on (PBOT) is leading a planning process in coordinaƟ on with TriMet to develop 
the Enhanced Transit Corridors Plan. This plan will help idenƟ fy where transit priority, streamlining, and access 
treatments could be most benefi cial on the planned TriMet Frequent Service network within the City of Portland. Such 
improvements can help make transit a more aƩ racƟ ve and reliable opƟ on for people to get to work, school, and to 
meet their daily needs, especially for people who depend upon transit.

Source: PBOT Staff  recommendaƟ on on eleven candidate corridors for Enhanced Transit and selecƟ on process (January 18, 2017)

Characteristics of Enhanced Transit
•  Increased capacity, reliability and transit travel speed
•  Moderate level of capital and operaƟ onal investment 

•  Flexible and context sensiƟ ve
•  Can be deployed relaƟ vely quickly

Website and Contact Info 
Visit our website:
www.portlandoregon.gov/transportaƟ on/ETCplan

Contact Info:
April Bertelsen, Project Manager
Email: etcplan@portlandoregon.gov
Phone: 503.823.6177

•  Defi ne and idenƟ fy “Enhanced Transit Corridors” 
in Portland

•  Establish clear and objecƟ ve operaƟ onal 
performance measures and thresholds to defi ne 
what success looks like for the most heavily used 
Frequent Service lines

Initial Evaluation Criteria and Measures

Front Page

Dwell Time
This indicator describes open door Ɵ me spent at bus 
stops, and helps to idenƟ fy the infl uence of bus stop 
delay. Dwell Ɵ me is defi ned as the 50th percenƟ le dwell Ɵ me 
proporƟ onal to the 50th percenƟ le overall running Ɵ me. 

Reliability
Describes travel speed variability 
over the course of the day and helps 
idenƟ fy the infl uence of traffi  c congesƟ on 
on transit during peak periods. Reliability is 
defi ned as the percent diff erence between the 
90th and 10th percenƟ le operaƟ ng speeds. 

Transit Speed
This indicator idenƟ fi es the overall operaƟ ng speed 
and reveals a number of operaƟ ng defi ciencies 
across all Ɵ me periods. Transit speed is defi ned as the 50th 
percenƟ le average operaƟ ng speed (exclusive of dwell Ɵ me) 
proporƟ onal to the posted speed limit along each segment. 

Average Exis  ng Weekday 
Transit Trips
This measure is calculated using the Federal 
Transit AdministraƟ on (FTA) Warrants ridership 
methodology. 
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Equity
Equity measures the percentage of households 
in each corridor with people of color, low income 
(households below 200% of the federal poverty level), and 
limited English profi ciency (LEP) households; the score is a 
composite index of scores for these three demographic factors. 

Future Growth (2010 – 2035)
Based on the Portland 
Comprehensive Plan 2035 Growth 
Scenario, this measure shows aggregated 
household and job growth between 2010 and 
2035 within a quarter mile of a transit line. 
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Evaluation Results by Individual Criteria

* See reverse side for descrip  on of criteria
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Average Existing 
Weekday Transit 

Trips

Future Growth 
(2010-2035)

Methodology Total Scores Map
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Dwell Time

Equity

Total Scores by Corridor Segment
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Reliability

ETC Plan Next Steps 
•  Select up to three corridors for development of Conceptual Investment Plans

•  Iden  fy recommended revisions to exis  ng projects or new projects for Metro’s Regional 
Transporta  on Plan (RTP)

•  Re� ne the methodology to iden  fy, monitor, and priori  ze transit lines for Enhanced Transit

Back Page
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Transit Speed
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7 - 14 15 - 17 18 - 19 20 - 24 25 - 28

Low Score Average High Score

Quintile breaks

Each color represents a data quin  le (20th percen  le) break in the 
data. Quin  les are calculated from the universe of performance 

scores for all Enhanced Transit Corridors being considered. 
A higher score indicates a greater need for 

improvement and investment.

Enhanced Transit Corridors Plan 

Top Corridor Segments 
eniLeniL Corridor Segment
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82nd Ave

3

6

MLK

Steel Bridge

5

6

82

10

122nd Ave

Burnside

10

SE Flavel to 
SE Powell

SE Powell to
MAX
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SE Powell

NW 5th to
NW 19th

NE Holladay to
NE Alberta

Rose Qtr Transit Ctr
to SW 5th & Salmon

Corridor Segment
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Burnside

Powell

SE 82nd to
Powell Garage Dr.
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SE Cesar Chavez

NE 12th to
NW 15th
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SW 5th & Morrison

1

4

8



Enhanced Transit Corridors Plan 
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Toolbox Applicability Matrix

06.07.17

Laneways and Intersection 
Treatments Context/Applicability

Multi-Modal Interaction 

Dedicated Bus Lane

Business Access and Transit 
(BAT) Lane 

IntersecƟ on Queue Jump/Right 
Turn Except Bus Lane 

Transit-Only Aperture  

Pro-Time (Peak Period Only) 
Transit Lane 

Bus on Shoulder

Bikes Behind StaƟ on 

LeŌ -Side Bike Lane 

Dedicated Bike Signal 

Shared Bus/Bike Zone

Stops and Stations

Curb Extensions for StaƟ ons/
Stops 

Level Boarding 

All-Door Boarding 

Far-Side Bus Stop Placement 

Bus Stop ConsolidaƟ on 

Rolling Stock Modifi caƟ on 

Street Design Traffi  c Flow 
Modifi caƟ ons 

Transit Signal Priority and Signal
Improvements 

Headway Management

Provides parƟ ally dedicated bus lane while maintaining business and 
residence access. May be applicable where there is more than one 
lane in each direcƟ on.  

Most eff ecƟ ve at high-traffi  c intersecƟ ons; general purpose 
right-turn lane enables bus to bypass traffi  c backups and move 
through intersecƟ on more quickly.

Best suited for intersecƟ ons where the benefi t of prioriƟ zing transit 
(and bicycles) is great and the impacts of limiƟ ng vehicle traffi  c are 
lower – oŌ en where a large mulƟ -lane street changes character to a 
smaller neighborhood street.

Used in highly-congested locaƟ ons where restricƟ ng parking during 
peak hours can move transit more quickly through Ɵ me-limited traffi  c 
backups (e.g. access to bridgeheads during rush hour).

Can be applied on freeways and highways with adequate shoulder 
width (10 feet or more); signage and re-striping can create a low-cost 
dedicated transit lane.

Most appropriate on heavily-used transit routes that are also 
heavily-used or protected bikeways. May require reallocaƟ on of 
exisƟ ng roadway space, or acquisiƟ on of addiƟ onal right-of-way.

Appropriate for one-way streets with heavily used transit routes 
where traffi  c speed and volume requires separated bicycle faciliƟ es. 
Can minimize or eliminate bus/bike confl icts for right-side boarding.

Can be applied on heavily used bicycle routes where transit/bicycle 
interacƟ ons present safety challenges or impact transit performance; 
organizes interacƟ on among modes and can improve safety but does 
not necessarily improve transit travel Ɵ me.

Not a preferred treatment, but can be applied in transit stop/staƟ on 
areas where full separaƟ on between buses and bikes is not feasible.

Typically applied where there is on-street parking. Applicable in both 
mixed-fl ow and dedicated transit lane condiƟ ons; can be installed 
mid-block or at intersecƟ ons.

ApplicaƟ on varies based on adjacent building entrance locaƟ ons, 
right-of-way widths and availability, and integraƟ on with the sidewalk 
environment; cost varies widely depending on the need for new 
plaƞ orms or rolling stock.

Can be combined with off -board fare collecƟ on and/or on-board 
electronic fare technology at each door to facilitate quick entry and 
compliant fare payment.

Stop placement depends on corridor land use, street/intersecƟ on 
design, sidewalk availability, driveway locaƟ ons, and other condiƟ ons; 
most eff ecƟ ve when used in combinaƟ on with transit signal priority 
(TSP).

May be appropriate in corridors with a large number of closely spaced 
stops where roadway and pedestrian condiƟ ons allow for safe access 
to consolidated stops.

Longer vehicles can accommodate more passengers, and/or on-board 
ameniƟ es; this may help address crowding. Modern low-fl oor vehicles 
enable level boarding and all-door boarding. May require new or 
retrofi Ʃ ed maintenance faciliƟ es.

Applicability dependent on context and condiƟ ons.

Signal adaptaƟ ons may include extending a green light, triggering 
a transit priority phase, and/or progression changes to improve 
condiƟ ons for all traffi  c.

Strategies may include monitoring/management for specifi c lines 
or groups of lines, or headway-based service that operates without 
published schedules. OŌ en requires new soŌ ware, hardware and staff .

Most eff ecƟ ve in high-volume, highly-congested corridors or hot 
spots; cost and impacts vary depending on context and available 
space.




