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51% of all Americans make a 

significant sacrifice for housing

•Divestment & Displacement

• Housing Costs Outpace Wages

•Millennials & Babyboomers + 200,000

-MacArthur Foundation



Current Housing Shortage 

Multnomah Washington Clackamas Metro Total

Renters 35,115 12,580 8,035 55,730

Units 11,870 8,340 4,240 24,450
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Renter Households earning up to 30% MFI

-35,875 Extremely Low Income Units

National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) and Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS)



Current Housing Shortage

Multnomah Washington Clackamas Metro Total

Renters 59,280 25,085 14,780 99,145

Units 35,435 12,580 10,410 58,145
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Renter Households earning up to 50% MFI

- 40,720 Very Low Income Units

National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) and Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS)



Current Housing Shortage Surplus

Multnomah Washington Clackamas Metro Total

Renters 88,440 42,385 24,330 155,155

Units 110,175 64,430 36,755 211,360
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56,205 Low Income Units

National Low Income Housing Coalition (NLIHC) and Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy (CHAS)



The Risks of Unaffordability

Is Portland as affordable as it thinks it is? In a word, NO. 

–Portland Business Journal 2013



Housing Opportunity for Everyone



Housing Funds-A Growing Movement



The Survey

Dedicated Funding

Predominant, Substantial 
& Flexible Revenue

Profiled 9 sample 
jurisdictions

How will we invest in our Housing Infrastructure?



The Survey of Revenue Tools 
for Affordable Housing and Services



Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

• $100 surcharge

• $12-$14 Million

• Housing and Services

• $337 Million leveraged

Document Recording Fee



• $58 Surcharge

• $27 Million 

• Housing and Services

• ARCH

Washington State Counties

Document Recording Fee



• $1.3 Million Annually

• Nexus Studies

• Housing Development 

• Community Preservation Act

Somerville Massachusetts

Linkage Fees, In Lieu Fees and Property Tax



Boston, Massachusetts

•$18 Million Annually

•$8.34 per square foot

•$200,000 per unit In Lieu

• “Voluntary” Inclusionary 
Housing

Linkage Fees and In Lieu Fees



Seattle, Washington

• $20 Million Annually

• $65 average per household

• Housing and Services

• 66% voters “Yes to housing!”

Property Tax Levy



Miami-Dade Florida

• $1.00 tax for $100 meal

• $20 Million annually

•Homeless and DV Services

• “Voluntary” Inclusionary 
Housing

Restaurant Tax



Columbus-Franklin County, OH

• $4 Million annually

• 0.4% of the 10% hotel tax

•$1 of the $2 RETT

• City leveraged County

Hotel Tax and Real Estate Transfer Tax



San Francisco, CA

• $20 Million set aside

• Housing and Services

•Proposition C and Proposition E

• State Dissolved Redevelopment 
Agencies

General Fund– Business Registration Fee



Charlotte, North Carolina

• $7.5 Million Annually

• 2 year bonds since 2001

•Capital financing only

• Strong City Manager 

General Obligation Bonds



What does 
it mean for 

us?



Inclusionary Housing

1999 Legislative Ban



Real Estate Transfer Taxes and 

Document Recording Fees

Measure 79



Property Taxes 

Levy and GO Bonds

Measures 5, 46 and  50



Restaurant and Hotel Taxes



Linkage and Impact Fees

In Oregon we say “SDCs”



Business Registration Fee

Tax reform can generate revenue for housing





Our Next Steps



Thank you!
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