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NOTICE TO FOREMEN: These daily reports must be made up at the close of each day’s work and mailed in together with any order tally, or special report
in the addressed stamped envelope. Reverse side of this sheet may be used for ordering supplies, reports of accidents, etc. MAIL REPORT PROMPTLY.



June 10, 1944

Honorable R. E. Riley,
Mayor, .-
City of Portland Oregon

Dear Sir:

With reference to the attached, this
1s the colored boy who got into difficulties in
Vanport with the sheriff's forces on account of
having a red-headed white woman in hls rooms. He
was on the Federal Grants payroll assigned to the
Albina Community House for several weeks.

Yours very truly,

Superintendent of Parks _

K:d



Memo - June 9, 1944

Yesterday John Scott Brown, Jr., came in
and talked to Miss Rhoades and Miss Lensch and finally
appealed to me claiming he should not have been fired
and that he had some money coming.

I told him I thought he had been over paid
for what services he rendered and suggested that he give
me & statement in black and white of what he thought was
due him and I would go into the question on its merits.
He produced an envelope from his pocket and said "This
is the only white paper I am going by. I am going to
take this matter higher."

Whereupon I told him that was all right with
me, he might sue the city if he wished.

Superij:FTdent of Parks

—————



August 11, 1944

Honoraeble EKenneth L. Cooper,
Commissioner of Finence,
Portland, Oregon

Dear Sir: )

With rat?ronoc to grievance of Mr. John Bcott-
Brown, Jr., hils communication of August 9th 1s roturned here=

¥r. Brown was discharged because service rendered
was unsetisfectory. He had only & part time job in the Albina
Community Center while supposed to be working & shift in the
aripyarda, end occupying en epertment in Venport.:

Ho and Mrs. Burke, no relation, .both colored auo-
ceeded & ¥r. end Mrs. Perry, also colored, who were obli
quit when Perry wes drafted.

. ‘Hiss Lenseh was interested in trying out negro
directors in this spot, &nd it would eppear that the Perrys were

rogress. - SBrown did pretty well for & time, dbut goon
fhilod o make much of & showing.

- - He seemed to feel privileged to come end go es he

pleased, A report reached the Superintendent's office that on
one occasion he arrived ostensibly to go on regular duty, but
wes sccompanied by another male negro and two white women, end
shortly ell four left together and none of them returned. At
the same time he was under & cloud from being epprehended by
the Sheriff in Vanpcrt for consorting with & white woman in his
apartment. He told me he was on.ugad to said white woman, that
she was & respectable divorcee, that his conscience was
clear regardless of appeerances.

I told him that no matter how come, an unmarried
colored man could not be openly intimete with unattached white
females, and expect to escape scandal; that it would bring &
pre judice too great for us to defend against any employe of the
Bureeu and particulerly one in position to influence young
people and children, ;



In ® discussion with him lasting an hour I1.thought
I had him convinced, that it was not our province to mix the
soclalogical implication of his case into our administration.

. At all events his services did not prove valuable
to the Bureau, and I will meintein thet he was amply com
for such services as he rendered. Our error was in not
him out socner.

NET

sated
letting

After all he wes & part time employe on tem
employment. I believe there was no requirement for us to show
ceuse why his service was discontinued.

Yours very truly,

. Superintendent of Parks



