
ORDINANCE No. 187984 
Expand the authority of the Risk Manager and designees to serve as agents of the City Attorney 
to investigate and settle tort claims and clarify the scope of fair and moral claims for which the 

· Risk Manager is authorized to investigate and settle (Ordinance; amend Code Section 3.15.020 
G.) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council Finds: 

1. Subsection 4 of Portland City Code Section 3.15.020 G. authorizes the Risk Manager 
to investigate complaints of discrimination filed with the Civil Rights Division of the 
Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries or the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission; and states that during the investigation, the Risk Manager and their 
designees are agents of the City Attorney for purposes of representing the City. 

2. Other subsections of PCC 3.15.020 G. authorize the Risk Manager to act on behalf of 
the City on all matters related to workers' compensation, and in the settlement of tort 
claims and court actions alleging discrimination and violations of civil rights. 

3. Existing City Code language does not specifically state that, during the investigation 
of tort claims, the Risk Manager and their designees are agents of the City Attorney, 
except in complaints of discrimination as discussed above. 

4. The City Attorney recommends that it is in the City's interest to expand the authority 
of the Risk Manager and their designees as agents of the City Attorney to include all 
tort claims for which they are responsible for investigating, evaluating, settling and or 
making recommendations regarding settlement. 

5. Charter Section 1-107 establishes the authority of the City to evaluate and settle fair 
and moral claims brought against the City. 

6. Subsection 5 of City Code Section 3.15.020 G. authorizes the Risk Manager to 
investigate and enter into settlements on fair and moral claims not covered by 
insurance, but does not otherwise describe or limit fair and moral claims. 

7. PCC 3.15.020 G. should be amended to clarify that the Risk Manager has the 
authority to investigate and settle fair and moral claims as they are described in the 
Charter. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. PCC 3.15.020 G. is amended as shown in Exhibit A. 

Passed by the Council, 

Mayor Charlie Hales 
Prepared by: Celia Heron 
Date Prepared: August 22, 2016 

SEP 1-4 2016 Mary Hull-Caballero ::dito;::=~~ 
/ Deputy 
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