TO THE HONORABLE MAYOR ALND COMMON COUNCIL,
of the City of Portland, Oregon.
Gent lemen:-
We, your Committee appointed at an informal meeting
to draft r/solutions appropriate to the memory of Sylvester

Pennoyer, formerly Mayor of this City, respectfully submit the

following: ;76(ﬁi?j74;r1144&49



Sylvester Pennoyer was beornm on the 6th day of July,1831, in the
village of Groton, ¥New York, Both of his parents were natives of
¥ew York and/ it is reasonable to believe that he inherited the
gstrong demooratic wviews of govermment and the constant anxiety for
the welfare of the people and the perpetuity of the Republie which
characterized hins lira; Fis people were in moderate circumstances
and while he was taught the importance of thrift, industry and frugal
living, he also received fair educational advantages. !He was taught
the power of knowledge and his mind was disciplined to study and
achievement, In 1853 he entered the Law Department of Yarvard Colleg
and in 1855 he came to Oregon, The latter event is an index to his
character, There is something significant in a young man raised amid
the aaaooiatid;s and influenced by the c¢ivilization and conservatism
of ¥ew England at that time, coming from the alluring companionship

of college life to a frontier state where patience, courage and
industry were essential in gaining the simple necessaries of living.
To these qualities he added others. lie possessed genial mmnners, a
mind capable of understanding the affairs of men, keen in the solutin
of community problems and apt in application, Ne appreciated the re-
soureces of i new country and lmuediately appliecd himself with come
mendable zoai to the duties of a citizen, Ve taught school and c¢con=
tinued hisg law studies until he was admiited to the bar, He engaged
in business and was sucoessful, He employed many men and was always
ole



deeply interested in the questions of wages, hours of employ ent
and all the principles of domestic eoomémics which affect the
happiness ané progress of the wage earning class,

His political carecer forma one of the m@ét interesting chapters
in Oregon higtaryy ile was elected Governor in 1886 and ree-elected
in 1890 and airvad for eight consecutive years, He was ¢lected
Mayor of portland in 189¢ and served from July lst of that year to
July lst, 1898, Hie official nets both as Governor of the State
and Mayor of the City were marked by his strong convictions concern-
ing policies of governuent, ¥e was honest as all believe who knew
him, ¥We was persistent and fearless ¢ven to the border of eccen-
tricity. He made peiitiaal enemies anong those who differed from
his views of public affairs but ub man of liberal culture permitted
such enmity to deprive him of the genial companionship of Sylvester
Pennoyer ne 8 citizen, His public acts and utterances which shall
live longest in the hearts and minds of the people are those which
glve expression to his broad human sympathy for those who toil or
suffer, It was the humanity in him that made hiwm the friend of the
'ﬁéer, a aympathizer with those who were afflicted or in traubis,
and the advocate of the toliler, and it will now endear his memory
in the hearts of the people in this state, Iils public life is a
part of Oregon history, It is the honorable record ¢f an honest,
fearless and capable man influenced only by his conceptions of public
policy and the ethics which should govern the &cia of a publie
official in the positions he filled,

v il



His life as a citizen was most exemplary, The messenger of
Teath at times entered his home and his heart was filled with
sorrows but he never lost faith in the rulings of an Allewise
Providence, e was a student and his informatlion covered a wide
ranre of subjeets, He was companionable and his pleasing address
and oourtooul,manner invited acquaintance. He was at all times a
gentleman, and his dignity commanded respect. Me was impulsive
and readily became the helper of the distressed., His charities
were numerous and liberal but he was distinctively and instinctively
a philanthropiet, Hia ideas of reform all necessitated improvement
in the condition of the poor and those who labor,

¥is life is ended., ¥He lived the allotted time, He received
and merited honor and praise, A study of his business edrcur,
hie home life, his official service remeals many wholoaog;'!claons,
It ia, therefarc, with a knowledge of his worth that thewiuaple of
Portland maurn the death of Sylvester Pennoyer, and in t&ien of

our respect for his memory, be it,

RESOLVED: That the foregoing MHemorial be entered upon the
records of the Common Council and a copy thereof, under the Seal

of the City of Portland, be sent tu the famlly of the deceased and
also to each of the daily papers,
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