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The Disabilities Treaty: Opening the World 

to Americans with Disabilities 

'This Is about projecting U.S. leadership. It's about helping our veterans, promoting our values and our companies. This treaty doesn't change America. It's about 
America changing the world. " 
- Secretary ofState}ohn Kerry 

Ratification of the Disabilities Treaty will: 

• Open the world for the millions of disabled Americans wanting to serve, study, work, and travel abroad 
• Promote American businesses, and 

• Reinforce American leadership on disabilities rights 

Twenty-three years ago , the United States became the first country in the world to adopt national civil rights legislation banning discrimination against disabled 

people. Since that time, the Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA) has had a profound impact both at home and abroad. Here in the United States , the ADA, in 

tandem with other disability legislation , has led to the inclusion of disabled people in all areas of life. Internationally, the ADA has long been regarded as the gold 

standard for disability rights. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities {"Disabilities Treaty") embodies , at the international level , the ADA principle 

of non-discrimination , equality of opportunity, accessibility and inclusion . 

Over 130 countries have joined the Disabilities Treaty, which is now the primary mechanism through which countries are working to ensure that disabled people 

have full access to their communities, and that the deplorable abuses threatening the lives of disabled adults and children are addressed. 

The challenge now is to ensure effective implementation and enforcement of the Treaty for the benefit of the world 's one billion disabled people. This includes ove 

50 million Americans with disabilities , of which approximately 5.5 million are American veterans with disabilities , who wish to serve, study, work and travel 

overseas. 

In meeting this challenge , the United States will continue its long-standing engagement with other countries through bilateral diplomacy and foreign assistance. 

However, this is no longer enough. The center of gravity for disability rights at the international level has shifted to the Disabilities Treaty. Americans with 

disabilities deserve to have their government fully engaged in advancing their rights. That can only happen if the United States joins the Treaty. 

Bookmark this page and check back for regular updates. 

http: /lwww.state.govljldrllsadr/disabilitiestreaty/index.htm l/1 
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TWENTY SIX YEARS OF THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: THE LIVES, 
FACES AND STORIES BEHIND THE ADA 

July 26, 2016 

Courtesy of Vanita Gupta, head of the Justice Department's Civil Rights Division 

Twenty six years ago today, when President George H.W. Bush signed the Amerjcans with Disabilities Act (ADA) into 
law, he caned jt "powerful in its simplicity" and explained, "It will ensure that people with disabilities are given the basic 
guarantees for which they have worked so long and so hard: independence, freedom of choice, control of their lives, the 
opportunity to blend fully and equally into the rich mosaic of the American mainstream." 

For more than two decades, the Department of Justice has worked tirelessly to enforce the ADA, ensuring that people 
with disabilities can live their lives with the autonomy, opportunity and dignity they deserve. Around the country, through 
litigation, technical assistance, guidance and regulatory work, we protect the rights of people with disabilities to vote, 
live, work and learn in their own communities, free from discrimination. 

Today, Zavier no longer earns $1 .70 per hour assembling small company parts. Instead, with employment support, he 
works at a local YMCA, helping kids complete their homework and resolve their conflicts. The agreement the 
department and private plaintiffs reached with Oregon last year will impact 7,000 Oregonians with disabilities-
Oregonians, like Zavier, who can and want to work in typical community employment settings. 

• 
~·· 

tr 
Today, because of reforms mandated by a 2015 Justice Department agreement in Robeson County, North Carolina, 
~ and other children in wheelchairs will soon get the chance to access their local playgrounds, to enjoy their 
childhood and to play with their siblings and friends, just as all kids deserve. 

Today, because of a settlement agreement the department reached wjth Augusta County, Virginia, last year, voters with 
mobility or vision impairments can access their polling places, so they can participate in our democracy without facing 
unlawful, unnecessary barriers to the ballot box. To build on this work, last year we launched a new ADA Voting 
Initiative - in partnership with our U.S. Attorney colleagues - to ensure that people with disabilities get an equal 
opportunity to participate in the voting process, including in the 2016 presidential elections. And just last month, we 
also published technical assistance on polling place accessibility for voters with disabilities. 

And today, in part because of our efforts, ~ who is blind, can make online mortgage payments on Wells Fargo's 
website and not have to pay a $25 service fee over the phone. Under the settlement agreement the department 
reached with Wells Fargo in 2011 , people with disabilities- including those who are blind and deaf -won't face unlawful 
discrimination when trying to pay their bills. 

These stories represent just a sample of our success. Despite our impacttul efforts over the past 26 years, we 
recognize that there are many unaddressed challenges and unresolved barriers in our communities. These barriers 
don't just hurt people with disabilities; they impact all of us. Helping people with disabilities live meaningful, enjoyable 
and productive lives enables our country to reach its full potential. So we must forge on until growing up with a disability 
in America no longer leads to discrimination ; until we, as a nation, recognize the dignity and value of every person 

https://www.justice.gov/opa/blog/twenty-six-years-americans-disabilities-act-lives-faces-and-stories-behind-ada 1/2 
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Without question and until - to quote President Bush's powerful words at the ADA signing ceremony- "the shameful 
wall of exclusion finally come[s] tumbling down." 

Topic(s): 
Civil Rights 

Posted in: 
Ciyil Rights Diyision 
Ciyil Rights - Disability Rights 

Updated July 26, 2016 
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EPOCH WEEKEND...

By Joshua Philipp
Epoch Times Staff

R
ussia warned on Feb. 12 that 
a “new world war” is start-
ing in Syria. Russian Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin followed this 
recently by holding military exer-
cises with intercontinental ballis-
tic missile launchers on display. 
Putin also red all ocers in his 
naval eet in the Baltic Sea, alleg-
edly because they refused to con-
front NATO ships.
On Feb. 10, the United States 
announced it would double its mil-
itary training and exercises with 
partners in Europe “in the face of 
Russia’s aggression.” More recently, 
NATO approved plans to send up to 
4,000 troops in four battalions to 
Poland and the Baltic states to coun-
ter Russia. And from July 7 to 17, 

NATO allies held their largest mil-
itary exercises since the end of the 
Cold War in Poland.

See Tensions on A7

Distrust Escalates Tensions 
Between NATO and Russia

Each side accuses the other of aggression, while military forces build up

NATO

Landmark 
Rulings 
Could Be 
Boon to 
Pacific 
Northwest 
Salmon

U.S. Army soldiers stand in formation during a joint military tactical training 
exercise with Bulgaria’s army at the Novo Selo military ground, Bulgaria, on 
April 11.

NIKOLAY DOYCHINOV/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

CALLING  
A DICTATOR 
TO ACCOUNT

HUMAN RIGHTS

OVER 200,000 CHINESE HAVE FILED LEGAL COMPLAINTS 
CHARGING JIANG ZEMIN WITH CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY

STORY ON  A4
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About 5,000 Taiwanese 
practice the Falun Gong 
exercises across from 
the Presidential Oce 
Building in Taipei on  
July 18, 2015. In Taiwan, 
Falun Gong is practiced 
freely, but in mainland 
China the ancient spiritual 
discipline has been 
severely persecuted  
since July 20, 1999.

A July 13 meeting between  
NATO and Russian ministers  
to ease these tensions has had 
little impact.
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Citigroup 
Chief 
Economist 
Explains 
Brexit
Willem Buiter says 
Brexit could lead 
to the unraveling 
of the whole 
European Union.

Pokemon GO Causing 
Havoc as Players Trip Over 
Augmented Reality
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 ABOUT US

F
reedom of the press and humanity are fundamental to Epoch Times. In 
2000, our media was born to provide truthful news coverage of events 
in China, where previously only propaganda and censorship existed.

Aer personally witnessing tragedies like the Tiananmen Square massacre 
and the persecution of the spiritual group Falun Gong, at great risk to them-
selves and their loved ones, a group of Chinese-Americans started publishing 
the Chinese-language Epoch Times in the United States. Some reporters in 
China were jailed, and some suered severe torture before disappearing alto-
gether—but Epoch Times ourished, attracting a global audience of millions.
We now publish in 35 countries and 21 languages. From our news hub 

in Manhattan, we provide engaging, quality local news and feature content 
designed to enrich and inspire our readers’ lives.
Epoch Times newspaper and eEpochTimes.com is your trusted, innova-

tive, and inuential media organization. At our core are integrity and truth-
fulness in reporting—and giving our readers the stories, news, and infor-
mation that matter most.
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2015 New York Press Association Awards

 Richard L. Stein Award for Overall Design Excellence 
(2013–2015)

 Photographic Excellence, First Place

 Feature Story, First Place
For reporting on one taxi driver’s fight to save his medallion 
      and his family’s future

 Best Advertising Campaign, First Place
Uncle Ted’s restaurant

Society of Professional Journalists

 2012 Sigma Delta Chi Award for 
Excellence in Journalism

Non-Deadline Reporting: The Atrocity of Forced, Live 
Organ Harvesting in China

36th Edition Society for News Design Awards 

 Award of Excellence, Feature Design Sections

 Award of Excellence, Feature Design Pages

By Genevieve Belmaker
Epoch Times Staff
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eral court could have a Reral court could have a Rsignicant impact on Rsignicant impact on R
the population and lifespan 
of salmon in Northwest riv-
ers. e health and numbers of 
salmon in the region—which 
includes Canada, Washington 
state, Oregon, California, and 
Idaho—have long presented 
challenges.
In late June, a federal appeals 
court ruled that treaties guar-
antee the rights of Native 
American tribes  to sh for 
salmon. e court also ruled 
that the tribes have a right for 
there to be salmon to catch.
e interests of Native Amer-

ican tribes, who were prom-
ised the right to access salmon 
in treaties signed 150 years 
ago, have sometimes clashed 
with interests in the indus-
trial, energy, development, and 
agricultural sectors. Changes 
in the natural environment, 
due to pollution and global 
warming, have also contrib-
uted to the decline in salmon 
runs over time, according to 
numerous extensive studies by 
biologists.
The June ruling upholds 
a 2013 order that Washing-
ton state must replace hun-
dreds of culverts with more 
salmon-friendly setups, such 
as bridges. The culverts—
underground diversions for 
streams to ow under roads—
are made of large pipes that 
can block migrating sh.
In May, a federal judge in 
Oregon ruled that e orts by 
the federal government to 
restore salmon habitats in the 
Northwest have been insu -
cient. Under that ruling, four 
large dams on the lower Snake 
River in Eastern Washington 
could be removed. e Snake 
River is a major tributary to 
the Columbia River, the fourth 
largest in the country.
The removal of dams to 
restore the health of salmon 
runs would not be unprece-
dented.
In April, the federal govern-
ment signed agreements with 
state governments in Ore-
gon and California to remove 

four hydroelectric dams on the 
Klamath River. ose dams 
have been blocking salmon 
runs for 150 years.
Dams can have a devastat-
ing impact on the hundreds 
of thousands of more than a 
dozen species of salmon that 
swim upstream every year to 
spawn and die. ey block the 
sh from migrating to their 
spawning grounds and degrade 
the water quality, leading to 
the spread of sh disease and 
algae bloom.
Salmon that manage to 
migrate and spawn also make 
a vital contribution to the 
health of forest ecosystems. 
eir nutrient-rich carcasses 

decay in the forest, feeding the 
soil and enriching biodiversity 
in the area.
Many Native American 
tribes in the Northwest also 
consider salmon sacred and 
use them as a cornerstone of 
ancient cultural ceremonies. 
Treaty rights grant those tribes 

access to and sucient sup-
ply in their traditional runs of 
salmon.
As several species of salmon 
have landed on the endan-
gered or threatened species 
lists over the years, tribes have 
been vocal about the problem. 
eir interests are described as 

extremely personal.
“Our allocation of sh this 
year doesn’t meet half of our 
subsistence for our people,” 
said Yurok Tribe Vice Chair-
man David Gensaw. “ is is a 
threat to our culture, our reli-
gion, and the economic sur-
vival of our people.” e Yurok 
is California’s largest Native 
American tribe, with about 
5,000 members.

Environmental Degradation
According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), the 
federal agency that monitors 
the oceans and rivers of the 
United States, salmon face 

more than the threat of cul-
verts or dams.
“ ere are a few dierent 
categories of threats we talk 
about—one is habitat,” said 
Michael Milstein, a northwest 
region NOAA spokesperson. 
“ ey need to have healthy 
river habitat to spawn and 
for the young to grow. ere’s 
been a lot of work to restore 
habitat because a lot of sh 
habitat has been aected by 
logging, mining, dams, graz-
ing, and development.”
Milstein added that water 
levels and temperature can 
also come into play. Salmon 
need cold water to thrive. 
O en streams get diverted 
to irrigate farms in agricul-
tural regions, so the govern-
ment is working with farmers 
to nd solutions. at means 
installing pumps for  farm-
ers—instead of diverting 
cold mountain streams—and 
providing grant funding for 
installing sprinklers instead 
of using the more wasteful 
method of ood irrigation 

to water crops.
Some conditions are beyond 
the government’s control, 
though.
“Both last year and this year, 
a lot of the snow that’s up in 
the mountains has melted 
pretty quickly,” said Milstein. 
“A lot of that water has gone 
o, which means less water is 
available.”
A particularly strong El 
Nino has also impacted the 
ocean water temperature, 
where adult salmon spend 
most of their lives. e warmer 
water temperatures mean 
fewer nutrients, which mean 
less robust salmon. e sh 
need a tremendous amount of 
strength to swim upstream to 
return to where they were born 
before they spawn and die.
e Columbia River Inter-

Tribal Fishing Commission 
is dedicated to the issue. e 
commission is composed of 
four major regional tribes: 
Yakama, Umatilla, Warm 
Springs, and Nez Perce. ey 
are looking ahead to deal with 
a range of threats to salmon, 
some of which are massive.
“ e threat of fossil fuels 
and oil trains to the Colum-
bia River system and its sher-
ies population is a major issue 
that we are dealing with,” said 
Sara ompson, a commis-
sion spokesperson. “Over the 
past few years we have seen 
an increase in water tempera-
tures that is the direct result of 
climate change. is is some-
thing that the region will need 
to work together to address, 
and address quickly.”
ompson also said that the 

tribes in the commission want 
to start a regional discussion 
on the “health and manage-
ment of our oodplains.” ey 
will start with a mid-August 
technical workshop, followed 
by the Future of Our Salmon 
Conference in October.
Floods and oodplains play a 
critical role in the health of riv-
ers, and the commission wants 
to “develop a unied strategy 
to address climate change 
impacts for the benet of the 
region’s fish, wildlife, and 
communities.”

e Associated Press 
contributed to this report. 

Landmark Rulings Could Be Boon to 
Pacic Northwest Salmon

A chinook salmon leaps through water in the Rapid River in Idaho 
as it attempts to clear a migration barrier dam in this le photo.

The Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area in Corbett, Ore., on Sept. 26, 2014. 

Brian Pinkham, 
of Yakima 
Valley, Wash., 
shes for 
chinook 
salmon along 
the Rapid River 
outside of 
Riggins, Idaho, 
in this  
le photo.
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Dams can have 
a devastating 
impact on the 
hundreds 
of thousands 
of more than 
a dozen species 
of salmon.
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T
he booming success of 
Pokemon GO might 
be a relief to parents 

who want their kids to get out-
doors more. But the mobile 
video game might not be the 
safest pastime.
Players have been falling over 
things, falling into things, and 
falling o of things, as well as 
trespassing, crashing their cars, 
and getting robbed.
Police departments from Aus-
tralia to Virginia are warning 
players to pay attention and 
refrain from breaking the law. 
e game itself contains a warn-

ing against risky behaviors.
The problem is, playing a 
video game can be hard to rec-
oncile with functioning in the 
real world.
Pokemon GO was developed 
by Niantic and released on July 
6 by e Pokemon Company. 
e game scatters virtual pocket 

monsters—called Pokemon—at 
map locations in the real world. 
Much like in geocaching, players 
have to physically reach a certain 
location as conrmed by their 
phone’s GPS to collect the crit-
ters in the game.
Moreover, Pokemon only pop 
up on the game’s map when the 
player gets close to them, mak-player gets close to them, mak-player gets close to them, mak
ing the players walk around and 
explore the area to nd them.
Local landmarks, like librar-
ies, parks, fountains, and 
police stations, can be marked 
as Pokestops and Gyms, where 
players can collect in-game 
perks or use their Pokemon to 
ght other Pokemon.
From anecdotal online 
reports, the game does make 
people travel for their Poke-
mon—which encourages play-mon—which encourages play-mon—which encourages play
ers to exercise, visit local land-
marks, and even socialize more, 
thanks to meeting other Poke-
mon hunters along the way.
Also, it’s massively popular. 
e game, both for Android and 

iOS, has been downloaded over 
15 million times, USA Today 
reported, citing estimates of 
research rm SensorTower on 
July 13.
At one point, some 21 million 
people were playing the game 
simultaneously, making it the 
biggest mobile video game in 
U.S. history, according to Sur-
veyMonkey.
Stocks for Nintendo, the co-
owner of the Pokemon fran-
chise, have soared nearly 60 per-
cent since the game’s release on 
July 6, adding close to $10 billion 
to the company’s value, accord-
ing to CNN Money.
But some say the game is a sig-
nicant distraction and perhaps 
more dangerous than any other.

Distracted
While mobile games can be 
dangerously absorbing to begin 
with, playing them while walk-with, playing them while walk-with, playing them while walk
ing down the street is dicult, 
as the real world keeps distract-
ing the player.
Pokemon GO, on the other 
hand, forces the players to play 
while walking down the street, 

distracted.
Reports have been coming 
from all over the country of peo-
ple getting injured while playing.
Mike Schultz, 21, a communi-
cations graduate on Long Island, 
New York, took a spill on his 
skateboard as he stared at his 
phone while cruising for Poke-
mon critters. He cut his hand 
on the sidewalk aer hitting a 
big crack and blames himself for 
going too slowly.
“I just wanted to be able to stop 
quickly if there were any Poke-
mons nearby to catch,” he said.
Kyrie Tompkins, 22, a free-
lance web designer, fell on the 
sidewalk and twisted her ankle 
while wandering in downtown 
Waterville, Maine.
“It vibrated to let me know 
there was something nearby 
and I looked up and just fell in 
a hole,” she said. Her parents had 
to drive her and her ancé home.
Similar stories have appeared 
on Twitter—one player tripped 
over a cinder block, another fell 
into a creek, and others got sun-
burned while chasing the mon-
sters.
ere have been more serious 

cases too. Aer climbing over a 
fence to catch a Pokemon, two 
men fell dozens of feet o  a cli 
in San Diego and were taken to 
the hospital, NBC San Diego 
reported.
A man in New York, while dis-
tracted by the game, drove o 
the road into a tree and totaled 
his car, FOX 5 reported. He was 
not seriously injured.
To be sure, similar inci-
dents have happened to peo-
ple who were texting or calling 
while walking and driving. But 
there’s a dierence: video games 
are specically designed to be 
absorbing.

Attention Drain
Video games can cause a high 
“cognitive load,” according to 
Dr. Chris Ferguson, assistant 
psychology professor at Stet-
son University in Florida and 
an expert on the psychological 
eects of video games.
People have a limited amount 
of attention and concentration, 
Ferguson explained. A task that 
requires a lot of brainpower and 
attention prevents one from 
focusing on anything else.
e secondary task, like walk-e secondary task, like walk-e secondary task, like walk

ing or driving, can even be taken 
over by a part of our brain that 
controls automated tasks.
at works just ne “as long 

as nothing bad happens,” Fer-
guson said.
But, “if there’s a situation that 
requires you to shi back into 
alertness and take deliberate 
control of the task, then it can 
be hard, since that area of the 
brain is already busy playing 
Pokemon,” he said in a phone 
interview.
Pokemon GO indeed heavily 
drains attention, according to 
Paul Tassi, Forbes contributor 
on video games, technology, and 
the internet.
“[B]ecause the game essen-
tially forces you to keep the app 
open and check it constantly, 
you are really not paying atten-
tion to where you are much of 

the time. Add in headphones, 
and the game can feel downright 
dangerous because of how much 
it engrosses you,” he wrote in an 
article for Forbes.
Tassi spent a day playing the 
game and was almost hit by a 
bike twice and once by a car. “I 
really do worry about kids play-really do worry about kids play-really do worry about kids play
ing this and not paying atten-
tion to where they are,” he wrote.
Meanwhile, criminals have 
already found a way to exploit 
the game.
e game allows players to 

purchase Pokecoins, which are 
used to buy in-game perks. For 
100 Pokecoins—or about $1—
players can buy a “Lure Mod-
ule,” a feature that attracts Poke-
mon to a selected Pokestop for 
30 minutes. e place will be 
highlighted on every player’s 
map, likely attracting nearby 
players to come and also try to 
collect the extra critters.
e O’Fallon Police Depart-

ment discovered a gang of four, 
at least one of them armed, that 
used the “Lure Module” func-
tion to lure players to a parking 
lot (and possibly other locations) 
in order to rob them.
“ ese suspects are suspected 
of multiple Armed Robberies 
both in St. Louis and St. Charles 
Counties,” the police wrote on 
its Facebook page. “If you use 
this app (or other similar type 
apps) or have children that do, 
we ask you to please use caution 
when alerting strangers of your 
future location.”
Players have also been robbed 
in California, Texas, Mar-
yland, and New York, news 
reports show.

Trespassers
ere have been multiple reports 

of players going aer Pokemon 
in places where they (the play-
ers) shouldn’t have been in the 
rst place.
Police o cers of Pugerville, 
Texas, spotted a man playing 
the game in a section of a police 
parking lot where the public isn’t 
allowed. e player had to pass 

keep out signs and go over a 
fence or under a gate to reach 
the area.
“I’m not sure how he got back 
there, but it was clear what he 
was doing,” said Assistant Police 
Chief Jim McLean. “He was 
playing a Pokemon game with 
his phone up in the air.”
In Utah, Ethan Goodwin, 
17, of Tremonton, was slapped 
with a trespassing ticket that he 
worries could cost him up to 
$200, aer he and a couple of 
friends went on an early morn-
ing Pokemon chase at an aban-
doned grain silo. He managed 
to catch three critters.
“I wouldn’t say it was worth it, 
but I would say I’m glad I have 
the Pokemon I have now,” he 
joked. He added: “It’s a dumb 
game, really, really stupid.”
An couple in Ohio were 
arrested July 14  after they 
jumped a fence at Toledo Zoo 
to hunt for Pokemon, NBC 4i 
reported.
ree people were locked in 

a cemetery in Dunmore, Penn-
sylvania, on July 12. ey were 
looking for Pokemon and didn’t 
realize the cemetery closed at 
dusk. ey had to be let out by 
the police, e Times-Tribune 
reported.
From players’ online com-
ments, it seems not uncom-
mon for people to venture out 
and hunt for Pokemon in the 
middle of the night. To catch 
some of the monsters, it may 
even be encouraged. Players 
have reported water Pokemon 
can be found around lakes, re 
Pokemon around gas stations, 
and “ghost” Pokemon at night.
“ e poor police here in Colo-
rado, they stopped us last night 
to ask questions about the game, 
and remind us the park was 
closed. ere were about 30 of us 
at midnight, running around a 
park. I felt like an idiot, because I 
know better,” user Trisha Abney 
commented on Facebook.
Some players have expressed 
worries on social media that the 
game could result in a fearful 

property owner pulling a gun. 
is scenario could fall into a 

legal gray area in the nearly two 
dozen states with “stand your 
ground” laws that allow peo-
ple wide latitude to use deadly 
force when they believe they are 
in danger.
So far, there seems to be no 
reports of such an incident.

The Pokestop Issue
e game lists as Pokestops 

and Gyms some places that 
hardly lend themselves to loi-
tering.
Both the White House and 
Pentagon have been designated 
as Gyms in the game, possibly 
putting players at odds with 
security.
e Darwin Police Station 

in Australia has been desig-
nated as a Pokestop, prompt-
ing police to release a state-
ment reminding users they 
don’t have to enter the station 
to collect the in-game reward 
and should look up from their 
phones when crossing a street.
Multiple police departments 
have also warned players to pay 
attention to their surrounding 
and not trespass while playing.
e game’s ocial website 

warns of some dangers.
“For safety’s sake, never play 
Pokemon GO when you’re on 
your bike, driving a car, rid-
ing a hoverboard, or anything 
else where you should be pay-
ing attention, and of course 
never wander away from your 
parents or your group to catch 
a Pokemon,” the website states.
But a multitude of reports 
show many people have disre-
garded these warnings.
Part of the reason is that 
video games or other enjoya-
ble activities can skew a per-
son’s risk perception. If some-
one playing the game sees a 
Pokemon behind a fence, the 
emotional buzz in catching it 
might outweigh their better 
judgement not to trespass.
“ eir perception of the ben-
ets to them, emotionally, are 
high, their perception of the 
risks to them are fairly low, so 
they decide to engage in the 
behavior, even though they 
may know more rationally the 
risks are actually higher than 
they evaluated them to be,” 
Ferguson said.
He said some of the risks 
may be reduced over time. 
For example, the cognitive 
load is especially high for new 
tasks, so once players get more 
used to it, they may be less dis-
tracted by the game.
But that only lessens, not 
solves, the issue.
Meanwhile, the game is 
about to debut in Asia, the 
birthplace of Pokemon. It’s 
possible we haven’t seen any-
thing yet.

e Associated Press contributed 
to this report.

Pokemon GO Causing Havoc as Players Trip Over 
Augmented Reality

Reports have been 
coming from all 
over the country 
of people getting 
injured while 
playing.
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Pokemon GO on a cellphone in this le photo.
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People play Pokemon GO in Los Angeles on July 13.

Spearow, a Pokemon character, appears on a London street while a man plays Pokemon GO on July 15.
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Those living in China on July 20, 1999, witnessed a 
campaign of suppression 

that seemed to have sprung from 
an earlier, darker era.
Trucks circled Beijing’s streets, 
their blaring speakers warning 
citizens not to practice Falun 
Gong, or Falun Dafa, a popular 
traditional Chinese spiritual dis-
cipline.
State-run television channels 
featured grave news anchors 
repeating, nonstop for days, the 
regime’s denunciations of the 
suddenly “illegal” practice.
Students and teachers were 
made to engage in “struggle 
sessions” against Falun Gong, 
adopting the “correct” atti-
tude towards the “deviant reli-
gion”—otherwise they were 
expelled  from classes or dis-
missed from their jobs.
And practitioners of the peace-
ful discipline, who petitioned 
Chinese authorities to cease the 
eradication of their faith, found 
themselves arrested and detained 
in labor camps and jails. ere, 
they were subjected to brain-
washing and torture, and in 
some cases killed for refusing to 
renounce their beliefs.
It was a political atmosphere 
engineered to terrify and silence.
“The Chinese Communist 
Party thought that Falun Gong 
practitioners wouldn’t dare to 
resist or speak out against them, 
much less le a lawsuit using their 
real names,” said a deant Zhu 
Keming, a millionaire interior 
designer who began practicing 
Falun Gong in 1998, in a recent 
interview.
Of course, that’s just what  
he did.
Zhu, his wife, and her nephew 
were consumed by the injus-
tice of the persecution, an open 
attempt to destroy an entire faith, 
and sought legal recourse from 
China’s own courts. On Aug. 
25, 2000, Zhu and his nephew-
in-law  (the wife’s name was 
removed from the ling at the last 
minute) became the rst Falun 
Gong practitioners to le a crimi-
nal complaint against then-Party 
leader Jiang Zemin for his role in 
ordering the persecution.
eir daring resulted in the 

arrest of Zhu Keming and Wang 
Jie, his nephew-in-law, followed 
by their lengthy imprisonment, 
horrendous abuse in custody, 
and then nally Wang’s death. 
Wang was released a er suer-
ing extreme torture in detention, 
and succumbed to his injuries six 
months later. Zhu emerged from 
jail ve years on, gaunt, hairless, 
and short of nine teeth.
Almost sixteen years later, hun-
dreds of thousands of lawsuits 

have been led against Jiang 
Zemin in the regime’s highest 
legal bodies. Some of the Falun 
Gong practitioners and other 
Chinese citizens who lodged 
the complaints have faced retal-
iation from local security forces, 
but nothing as severe as the 
treatment meted out to Zhu and 
Wang in the early 2000s.
e wave of lawsuits against 

Jiang represents an unprece-
dented eort to bring a former 
Chinese dictator to justice. While 
Falun Gong remains the largest 
persecuted group in China today, 
the phenomenon of suing Jiang 
may provide the current Party 
leader, Xi Jinping, an acceptable 
means of solving one of China’s 
most gnawing social and politi-
cal problems. Xi has an opportu-
nity to end the campaign against 
Falun Gong, lay it at the feet of 
the leader who is responsible for 
it, and reconsider the future of 
China’s political arrangements—
if it’s a choice he wishes to make.

From Taskmaster 
to Teetotaler
Chinese energy practices, known 
as qigong, had become extremely 
popular in China during the 
1980s and 1990s, mainly because 
of the health benets that practi-
tioners felt. Despite the spiritual 
inuences embedded in qigong, 
China’s atheist communist rulers 
supported the so-called “qigong 
fever,” and established research 
institutes that published serious 
studies on the phenomenon.
Falun Gong was the star 
qigong practice of the 1990s. In 
1992, Falun Gong founder Mr. Li 
Hongzhi introduced the exercises 
to the public, and didn’t charge 
the customary membership fee. 
Seven years later, an ocial Chi-
nese Communist Party survey 
estimated that 70 million people 
in China from a broad segment of 
the population—from cooks and 
cleaners to soldiers and the sec-
retary of an elite Party leader—
were practicing Falun Gong.
Duan Wei, the wife of Zhu 
Keming, said she picked up Falun 
Gong aer witnessing its healing 
ecacy with her own eyes.
At a park in Beijing, Duan ran 
into a practitioner who had been 
diagnosed with stage 4 liver can-
cer but looked perfectly healthy. 
“As a doctor, I know if someone 
has liver, heart, or kidney prob-
lems by looking at a patient’s 
face. But his complexion didn’t 
match the medical diagnosis,” 
said Duan, a well-regarded doc-
tor who counted among her 
patients high-ranking Party gen-
erals and senior government o-
cials in Southeast Asia. She spoke 
in Taiwan in an interview with 
New Tang Dynasty Television, 
an independent Chinese broad-
cast network that, along with this 
newspaper, is part of the Epoch 

Media Group based in New York.
Duan introduced Falun Gong 
to Zhu Keming aer they started 
dating in 1998. For Zhu, who had 
for years been occupied by mak-
ing his fortune, the main draw 
of Falun Gong was the aspect of 
self-cultivation—the improve-
ment of the self through adher-
ing to the principles of truthful-
ness, compassion, and tolerance.
Zhu’s workers were fascinated 
at the changes in their boss’s 
behavior and habits: Zhu the 
tough taskmaster became more 
understanding and courteous, 
and he went from drinking a 
dozen bottles of strong Chinese 
rice wine and beer each night to 
being a teetotaler.
Wang Jie, then 36 years old, 
was one of Zhu’s workers and a 
Falun Gong practitioner. He had 
told his aunt Duan that her suitor 
wasn’t an easy person to get along 
with, but revised his assessment 
aer realizing that Zhu was con-
stantly improving his character 
in accordance with Falun Gong’s 
teachings. Zhu and Duan later 
got married.

Day Is Night
After reigning Party leader 
Jiang Zemin suddenly took 
notice of Falun Gong, he hast-
ily determined that it ought to be 
“eradicated”—a bid to entrench 
his own dominance in the Party 
while he was at it, according to 
analysts of Communist Party 
politics.
“Can it be that we Commu-
nist Party members, armed 
with Marxism, materialism, and 
atheism, cannot defeat the Falun 
Gong stu?” Jiang wrote in a let-
ter to top Party members aer 
10,000 Falun Gong practitioners 
staged a protest outside Zhong-
nanhai on April 25, to petition 
the authorities for an end to ille-
gal harassment following the 
arrest of some practitioners in 
Tianjin. e situation appeared 
to be resolved amicably by Pre-
mier Zhu Rongji.

But on July 20, 1999, Jiang 
launched the persecution of 
Falun Gong.
“When I saw the China Cen-
tral Television’s slanderous prop-
aganda against Falun Gong … 
I cried right on the spot,” Zhu 
Keming told  NTD. “It’s like 
insisting it’s night when it’s day—
so many people practiced Falun 
Gong and became better people 
with improved health, yet Falun 
Gong was being cast as ‘bad’  
and ‘evil.’”
Worse, practitioners every-
where were being rounded up 
by the regime’s security appara-
tus for arrest, then sent to deten-
tion centers, psychiatric wards, 
and labor camps to be worked 
and tortured to death.
Zhu, Duan Wei, and Wang Jie 
rst sent letters to Party leader 
Jiang explaining Falun Gong 
and requesting a halt to the per-
secution, but never received a 
response. ey then sent thou-
sands of similar letters to other 
regime ocials, and to the media 
in the mainland and abroad.
eir pleas fell on deaf ears. 

Soon, accounts of practitioners 
being tortured to death started 
appearing on Minghui.org, 
a clearinghouse for rsthand 
information about the persecu-
tion.
e persecution deaths con-

vinced them to do the unthink-
able—bring a lawsuit against a 
ruling Chinese leader for crimes 
against humanity.
Zhu, Duan, and Wang bur-
ied themselves in books on Chi-
nese constitutional, criminal, and 
criminal procedure law. ey 
found that Jiang had violated 
several articles of Chinese law 
because he hadn’t legally banned 
Falun Gong, not to mention he 
had unleashed a campaign of 
state-led, organized torture. ey 
concluded the best way to seek 
legal recourse was through the 
submission of a written criminal 
complaint to the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Procuratorate, the regime’s 

highest prosecuting body.
e original complaint against 

Party leader Jiang Zemin, secu-
rity chief Luo Gan, and then-
head of the Party Organization 
Department, Zeng Qinghong, 
featured the signatures of Zhu 
Keming, Duan Wei, and Wang 
Jie. Expecting a erce reprisal, 
Zhu and Wang later removed 
Duan’s name, and mailed the 
amended version in August 2000.

Chosen by History
e next attempt by a Falun Gong 

practitioner to bring Jiang Zemin 
to justice in mainland China had 
to wait till May 15, 2015.
Zhang Zhaosen, a Falun Gong 
practitioner from the province of 
Hubei, handed a criminal com-
plaint against Jiang to a repre-
sentative from the state prose-
cutor in the middle of his trial 
(for “disseminating information 
about Falun Gong on the Web”) 
in Hubei’s Xiangyang Interme-
diate Court.
e court received the doc-

uments and Zhang went home 
unharmed.
Inspired by Zhang’s success, 
Falun Gong practitioners across 
the country sent their own legal 
complaints to the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Court and the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate. ese 
complaints include accounts of 
persecution that individual prac-
titioners or their kin had suered; 
a list of crimes that Jiang had per-
petrated; and the specic Chi-
nese constitutional and crimi-
nal laws that Jiang had violated 
while executing his persecution 
campaign.
To date, over 209,000 Falun 
Gong practitioners and Chinese 
citizens have lodged complaints 
against Jiang with the regime’s 
highest legal authorities, accord-
ing to incomplete data compiled 
by Minghui.
e courts appear to be accept-

ing the lawsuits, under a legal 
reform passed in May 2015 that 
requires the regime’s top legal 

Over 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners march in the World Falun Dafa Day parade in New York on May 13.

Falun Gong practitioners exercise in Beijing before the persecution began in 1999.  
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Calling  
a Dictator  
to Account
Over 200,000 Chinese have led legal complaints  
charging Jiang Zemin with crimes against humanity

MINGHUI.ORG

Wang Jie, who died in 
custody after being 
subjected to torture for 
practicing Falun Gong. 

Former Chinese Communist Party leader  
Jiang Zemin, who instigated the persecution  
of Falun Gong practitioners in China.

Over 3,000 residents from 
Jianli County in Hubei 
Province signed a joint 
criminal complaint against 
Jiang Zemin. To date, 
over 209,000 Chinese 
people have led criminal 
complaints against Jiang.

MINGHUI.ORG
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It’s like insisting it’s 
night when it’s day— 
so many people  
practiced  
Falun Gong and 
became better people 
with improved health, 
yet Falun Gong was 
being cast as ‘bad’  
and ‘evil.’
Zhu Keming,  
rst Falun Gong practitioner to 
le a criminal complaint against 
then-Party leader Jiang Zemin

Hong Kong businessman 
Zhu Keming, who led a 
criminal complaint against 
then-Party leader Jiang 
Zemin in 2000, says the 
Chinese Communist Party 
is the most despicable 
political group.
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Distrust Escalates Tensions Between NATO and Russia
Each side accuses the other of aggression, while military forces build up

Tensions continued from A1

e tensions between NATO 
and Russia are reaching a cri-
sis point, and a July 13 meeting 
between NATO and Russian 
ministers to ease these tensions 
has had little impact.
Each side accuses the other of 
“aggression” and “warmonger-
ing,” and each side is trying to 
one-up the other as they increase 
military presence and deterrents 
along the Russian border.

Reclaiming Empire
e main hot spot of conict 

between Russia and NATO is 
Ukraine—with potential con-
icts in the Baltics on the hori-
zon.
Naveed Jamali, author of 
“How to Catch a Russian Spy” 
and a senior national security 
fellow at the Foreign Policy 
Research Institute, has a broad 
view of Russian spy operations. 
He said there has been almost no 
change in Russian intelligence 
operations from the Soviet era 
to today.
He spent four years as a dou-
ble agent working for the FBI 
against Russia’s largest foreign 
intelligence agency, the Main 
Intelligence Agency (GRU). 
Also, his parents provided the 
FBI intelligence on Russian spy 
eorts for 20 years, while Jamali 
was growing up.
“The point is, they never 
changed,” Jamali said, noting 
they kept the “same mission, 
same objective, same manner, 
same temperament.”
A key point to understand, he 
said, is that Russia was always 
“hugely interested in military 
intelligence.”
“It wasn’t like the Chinese 
where they’re trying to steal an 
engine so they could reverse 
engineer it,” he said. “It was 
more trying to understand our 
military capabilities so that 
they can counter them, which is 
more traditional military versus  
military.”
Of course, for most nations, 
the goal of intelligence opera-
tions is to obtain information on 
how other countries operate—
from the processes of military 
and diplomatic response, down 
to times when rush hour is the 
worst in specic cities. ey refer 
to this as “tactics, techniques, 
and procedures,” (TTP), and the 
goal is to understand and predict 
how an adversary will react to a 
specic incident.
“When you talk about the 
rumblings of military aggres-
sion, it doesn’t surprise me 
because I saw them trying to 
collect that [intelligence on how 
the West would respond] for 20 
years,” Jamali said.
“ ey’ve always viewed us 
[the United States] as the main 
enemy. e Russians I’ve dealt 
with viewed themselves as 
behind enemy lines when they 
were here,” he said, noting that 
with recent tensions, “I see this 
as a natural progression of what 
has been going on for a very  
long time.”
“Russia sees a vacuum and 

they’ve always wanted to reclaim 
the Soviet empire, so why not? 
With NATO on the ropes and 
EU on the ropes, who is going 
to say a thing? It’s a very smart, 
calculated move, honestly.”

‘Living History’
James W. Carden, a contribut-
ing writer at e Nation and the 
executive editor for the Ameri-
can Committee for East-West 
Accord’s EastWestAccord.com, 
argues that tensions between 
NATO and Russia can’t be 
viewed as a one-sided issue.
“ is whole thing is based on 
a misconception. is whole 
ratcheting up is based on a mis-
conception of what is going on,” 
he said.
With the Ukrainian Civil 
War, Carden said, “I don’t want 
to make it sound like Russia has 
played a very helpful role in all of 
this,” noting that Russia did take 
the war as an opportunity for its 
annexation of Crimea in 2014, 
but he also questioned, “Have 
we been helpful?”
Russia has aided pro-Russian 
forces in Eastern Ukraine, with 
about one Russian adviser for 
every three Ukrainian troops, 
Carden said. But while this fact 

has been cited heavily to make 
Russia the aggressor in the con-
ict, he noted that NATO has 
been training troops on the 
other side of the conict.
He said the con ict itself can’t 
be viewed outside of its histori-
cal context. Ukraine has a long 
history of being part of Russia, 
and Carden said Western and 
Eastern Ukraine are very dif-
ferent. e West has been, at 
various stages, part of the Aus-
tria-Hungary empire, and the 
East has leaned more heavily  
towards Russia.
During his own reporting on 
the conict, while in Ukraine, 
Carden said he does not believe 
Russia wants Eastern Ukraine 
in the long term.
He holds a similar view of 
rumors that Russia wants to take 
the Baltics. Carden said Russia’s 
leaders understand the countries 
are part of NATO and invading 
them would risk a nuclear war.
From the Russian stand-
point, he said, they are being 
surrounded by NATO forces, 
and Russia is reacting by plac-
ing its own defenses along its 
own borders.
“ ere is a severe lack of empa-
thy here,” Carden said, and 

questioned how most Amer-
icans would feel if they were 
under a similar situation—
where a rival coalition of states 
was placing battalions of troops 
along its borders.
For Russia, “there is a very real 
fear,” he said. For the United 
States, World War II is seen as 
a distant memory, but in Rus-
sia, “it’s living history.”
He said Russia has been doing 
business with China economi-
cally, “but they’re terried that 
one day the Chinese will take 
the Far East,” and they also fear 
NATO and the United States  
in the West.

Economic Distress
Troubled economies in Russia 
and the West may have made 
heightened tensions attractive 
to both parties.
In 1990, just prior to the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, 
economists Fred Harrison and 
Mason Ga ney were part of a 
delegation that spent the next 10 
years lobbying Russia’s leaders 
to create a new model of taxa-
tion for a free economy.
Harrison, author of “Rent 
Unmasked,” said their hope was 
to build a new economic model 

for Russia, “not just for prosper-
ity, but for peace—because the 
two are intertwined.” If history 
had played dierently, Harrison 
said he believes Russia would 
have “built a free economy that 
could have been the best in  
the world.”
But economic reform failed, 
leaving Russia with “a lopsided 
society and economy, with 
a vast upper class and large 
underclass,” Harrison said.
Harrison believes that Rus-
sia’s failed economy has led its 
leaders to search for a distrac-
tion. “Putin has got this prob-
lem. He has got to somehow 
keep social stability on some-
thing other than the prosperity 
of the people of Russia.
“When things get out of hand 
at home, then you start going for 
foreign ventures.”
Ga ney, who lobbied Russia 
alongside Harrison, said that 
failing economies in Europe 
have also led to a decline in mili-
tary strength, which encourages 
confrontation.
“The European Union is 
weakening drastically, as sym-
bolized by the Brexit—not to 
mention the rebellious attitude 
of the so-called pig [Portugal, 

Italy, Greece] states—and that 
of course is part of what encour-
ages Putin to ex his muscles,” 
Ga ney said.
“ e European Union is no 
longer formidable to Russia’s 
ambitions, as it once was.”
Harrison also believes this 
isn’t a one-sided issue, and 
said that NATO is facing simi-
lar issues and may share some 
blame of its own.
“ e Italian banks are utterly 
bankrupt. Greece is a hostage 
to this ideology of austerity. So 
what do you do?” he said. “You 
say there is a threat on the other 
side of the border, we better 
start having NATO exercises, 
we’d better start equipping 
our army and get the factories  
going again.
“Europe relies on gas from 
Russia. We should be friends 
with Russia, but here we are 
rattling sabres.”
The military build-up on 
both sides of the Russian bor-
der is a “lethal cocktail,” Har-
rison said. “It will take one 
mistake from one idiot” to put 
the whole region at risk, he 
said, similar to the “shot heard 
round the world” that sparked  
World War I.

e European 
Union is 
no longer 
formidable 
to Russia’s 
ambitions, as it 
once was. 
Mason Ga ney, 
economist

JANEK SKARZYNSKI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES KIRILL KUDRYAVTSEV/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

(Left) A soldier secures an area 
during an exercise in Grafenwöhr,  
Germany, on May 11. 

(Bottom left) Polish troops land 
with parachutes at the military 
compound near Torun, Poland, 
on June 7, as part of a NATO mil-
itary exercise.

(Bottom right) Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin in 
Moscow on July 14. 
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By Emel Akan
Epoch Times Staff

Dell Inc. has revealed its top 25 
cities  in the world for female 
entrepreneurs, with New York, 
the San Francisco Bay Area, 
London, Stockholm, and Sin-
gapore topping the list based 
on their ability to “attract and 
foster growth in rms founded  
by women.”
“Innovation and job creation 
by women entrepreneurs is crit-
ical for a thriving global econ-
omy,” said Karen Quintos, senior 
vice president and chief market-
ing ocer at Dell.

“Yet our research shows some 
cities and countries are doing far 
more than others to encourage 
and support this important sub-
set of the startup community.”
Dell partnered with insight 
and analytics provider IHS to 
launch the Women Entrepre-
neur Cities Index (WE Cities), 
which is the rst global gender-
specic index. ey identied 
ve important pillars for cities: 
capital, technology, talent, cul-
ture, and markets. ese pillars 
were organized into two groups–
operating environment and ena-
bling environment.
New York City ranks No. 1 
overall for its ability to attract 

and support women entrepre-
neurs with a top-ranked operat-
ing environment, according to 
the research. New York City ranks 
No. 1 for markets and capital, No. 
2 for culture, and No. 4 for talent.
e Bay Area, which includes 

the San Francisco and San Jose 
metro areas, comes second over-
all, ranking No. 1 for talent, and 
No. 2 for markets and capital.
London ranks No. 3 overall 
and is third for markets, capi-
tal, and operating environment.
Stockholm and Singapore 
round out the top ve in the 
overall ranking. Stockholm has 
the top-ranked enabling envi-
ronment. Singapore has high 

scores in talent, culture, and 
technology.
“Extensive data and analy-
sis say that when impediments 
to female entrepreneurship 
are removed, there is a dra-
matic upli  in a city’s economic 
prospects,” Dell stated in its  
press release.
Access to capital is still the 
most important challenge 
that women entrepreneurs 
face, based on the ndings of  
the research.
Creating a networking envi-
ronment with incubators, accel-
erators, and mentors is also 
vital for female entrepreneurs’ 
growth, whereas cultural norms 

and their policy implications can 
put serious binds on them.
“Women entrepreneurs are 
our country’s best bet for eco-
nomic growth,” said Elizabeth 
Gore, entrepreneur-in-residence 
for Dell.
“It’s time for women to be 
politically engaged to ensure the 
right ecosystems are in place for 
them to scale.”
Dell has launched a platform 
called Union together with 1776, 
a global incubator and seed fund, 
to provide entrepreneurs any-
where in the world the ability to 
reach the people, resources, and 
education they need to take their 
ideas from seed to scale.

e Best Cities for Female Entrepreneurs

Innovation  
and job creation 
by women 
entrepreneurs 
is critical for a 
thriving global 
economy.
Karen Quintos, chief 
marketing o cer, Dell
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Citigroup Chief Economist 
Explains Brexit
By Valentin Schmid
Epoch Times Staff

e chief economist of Citi-
group is not your average econ-
omist. Yes, Willem Buiter stud-
ied plenty of economic theory at 
Yale and Cambridge, but then 
he says funny things like the 
New York State Driving Test 
was his “greatest educational 
achievement.”
He is also very outspoken for 
someone who works for one of 
the biggest banks in the world. 
He thinks Citigroup “must 
have decided that it was better 
to have somebody who tells the 
truth occasionally than to have 
somebody who tells what peo-
ple want to hear.”
Epoch Times spoke to Mr. 
Buiter about Brexit and its con-
sequences, bankrupt banks in 
Europe, and how bailouts 
should be done without  get-
ting the taxpayer involved.

Epoch Times: Why is Brexit 
responsible for the share price 
decline in European banks and 
volatility in nancial markets?
Willem Buiter: The Euro-
pean banking sector, with 
some exceptions, but across 
the board, is undercapitalized 
right now. is can be hidden, 
suppressed in an extend and 
pretend, delay and pray man-
ner as long as market condi-
tions are orderly.
People forget about the risk 
posed by massive leverage ratios 
and by risk-weighted capital 
ratios that are probably over-
stating the amount of capi-
tal you have because the risk 
weights are highly dodgy but 
also likely to evaporate when 
the risk actually goes up.
So Brexit was a reminder of 
the fragility of the European 
Union (EU), including the 
eurozone. If Brexit can happen 
then Frexit could happen. at 
immediately aects the cross-
border banks, the banks that 
have had signicant exposure 
in dierent parts of the euro 
area. ey could be suddenly 
subject to wild currency uc-
tuations as new currencies are 
created out of nothing.
It hits the European banks 
just as the fragility of the U.K. 
and its risk of breaking up hits 
the British banks first and  
foremost.

Epoch Times: What will hap-
pen to Britain?
Mr. Buiter: Well, for the 
pound you know the conse-
quences, right? It was trading 
in the mid $1.40s when they 
started, and it is now at $1.30 
and will probably go down fur-
ther.
So no doubt this is a big blow, 
a big recessionary, contraction-
ary blow to economic activity 
in Britain simply because of 
the uncertainty about what is 
next.
What is the new relationship 
with the European Union, the 
new trading relationship with 
the rest of the world outside the 
EU, what is going to happen  
to the U.K.?
Capital expenditure will 
tank; saving rates will go up 
in the face of the increasing 
uncertainty. e most aected 
sector is likely to be London. 
If London is not the bene-
ciary of passporting into the 
EU, then the British banks will 
be at a signicant competitive  
disadvantage.
If the EU-27 will try again to 
restrict the ability of London 
to trade euro derivatives and 
euro instruments internally, 
that will be a blow for London.
To a certain extent you 
can compensate for that. e 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
has already announced a plan 
to cut corporate tax rates to 
almost Irish levels.

e key is that they can start 
the regulation war with the 
EU oering terms and condi-
tions for banking and nancial 
institutions that will make it  
attractive to be there.
So these things have conse-
quences too. If you become a 
deregulated paradise, you will 
become nancially fragile. We 
have seen that before. So I think 
there really is no hiding place. 
is is thoroughly bad news for 

the U.K., for London.

Especially if it spreads and if 
there is a risk of it spreading a 
further unraveling of the EU, it 
is going to be bad news for the 
rest of the EU. e same uncer-
tainty will take hold.
Investments will be subdued, 
saving rates will go up, and the 
willingness to take risks will 
be diminished. So this is thor-
oughly bad news. ere is no 
good side to it.

Epoch Times: Why are Euro-
pean banks so vulnerable?
Mr. Buiter: ere has been 
no adequate recapitaliz ation 
of the euro area banking sys-
tem. ere are still huge capi-
tal holes which are being cov-
ered with the mantle of love 
and discretion. e extend and 
pretend game gets challenged 
periodically and this is one of  
these times.
e Italian banks are at risk 

now. ere is worry about the 
German banks. Unless this 
problem is nally tackled and 
the banks are properly recap-

italized, there will be bank 
consolidation. ere are fewer 
banks but more cross-border 
banking through the integrated 
European banking sector.
Unless we have that, [Euro-
pean banks] will be a drag on 
growth and a source of systemic 
nancial instability not just in 
Europe but worldwide for years 
to come.

Epoch Times: How could 
European banks end up in this 
position of having very little cap-
ital against a lot of potentially 
bad assets?
Mr. Buiter: National regula-
tory supervisors apparently are 
not up to the job. ere has been 
large-scale regulatory capture of 
banking regulators by the enti-
ties who they are supposed to 
supervise.
e European Central Bank 

(ECB) has now taken over the 
supervision of the 128 larger 
banks. It will take a while before 
it gets captured. is is the time 
to really implement reforms. I 
am somewhat hopeful there is 
an opening now that national 
interests can no longer automat-
ically stop the necessary consol-
idation, recapitalization, and 
indeed closing down of banks 
because there are too many 
banks in Europe.
ere is a chance now that the 

necessary amount of capital will 
be injected, but where the cap-
ital is coming from is the key 
question.
e banks will be very happy 

to recapitalize if the taxpayer 
puts the money in. If it has to 
come out of the pockets of the 
unsecured creditors [that is, 
holders of the banks’ bonds], 
then, of course, the banks don’t 
want to know about it because 
it means, technically, that they 
are in a situation of insolvency.
Even though that need not last 
long and could be resolved over 
a weekend, the willingness to 
address the capital inadequacy 
by making those who should be 
paying for it—unsecured credi-
tors rather than taxpayers—pay; 
that is still a war being fought 
very ferociously in Europe.
e right solution from an 

incentive perspective is clearly to 

bail-in the unsecured creditors 
whoever they may be. e insti-
tutional investors, the wholesale 
investors, will take a hit and that 
is right. at is what the Lord 
made them for.
When you are willing to take 
the high yield, you know you 
have to take the risk and you 
can’t have one without the other, 
at least it shouldn’t be one with-
out the other.
In Europe, the banks have 
been used for decades to have 
the de facto backing of the 
sovereign, which has allowed 
them to take risks that they 
shouldn’t have taken—in the 
full knowledge and certainty 
both of their creditors and the 
banks themselves that they will 
be bailed out. It is time to kill  
that culture.

Epoch Times: What about U.S. 
banks?
Mr. Buiter: I think there, too, 
if banks are not adequately 
capitalized to the extent of the 
shocks that they are facing, then 
the rst recourse should be the 
unsecured creditors. But there 
has to be a mechanism in place 
that you can do that without 
destroying banking. You should 
be able to collect the dues from 
the bank’s creditors, from the 
bank’s shareholders, without 
destroying the intermediation 
provided by the banks.
I doubt whether this could 
be done in practice yet. I think 
there still is a distinct “too big to 
fail” issue in the United States, 
in Europe, and not just for the 
banks but in many other nan-
cial institutions as well.
Remember it was insurance 
companies, it was government-
owned entities like Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac in the United 
States that turned out to be too 
big to fail, and they were bailed 
out by the taxpayers. It really is 
time to stop this from a fairness 
perspective and from an e-
ciency perspective because it 
misaligns risk. And no rewards 
for those who are willing to 
take a free ride at the cost of  
the taxpayer.

Follow Valentin Schmid on 
Twitter: @vxschmid
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A European Union ag in front of the Elizabeth Tower, which houses the Big Ben bell in the Palace of  
Westminster, in London on July 2.
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Citigroup Chief Economist 
Willem Buiter in New York  
on July 6.
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It is not clear yet how much 
of the state’s economic 
resources and the earnings 
from people’s sweat and toil 
the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) has employed to 
persecute Falun Gong. How-
ever, it is not hard to see that 
it would be an enormous g-
ure. 
In 2001, information 
from inside the Party’s Pub-
lic Security Department 
showed that, at Tiananmen 
Square alone, the expense 
of arresting Falun Gong 
practitioners was 1.7 to  
2.5 million yuan per day 
(approximately US$249,000 to US$366,000 at current exchange 
rates), which amounts to 620 to 910 million yuan per year 
(approximately US$90 million to US$133 million). 
In the whole country, from cities to remote rural areas, from the 
police in police stations and public security departments to the 
personnel at all branches of the 610 Oce, Jiang Zemin employed 
at least a few million people to persecute Falun Gong. e cost 
in wages alone may exceed 100 billion yuan per year (approxi-
mately US$14 billion). 
Moreover, Jiang Zemin spent huge amounts to expand forced 
labor camps to detain Falun Gong practitioners and build brain-
washing centers and bases. For example, in December 2001, Jiang 
Zemin expended 4.2 billion yuan (approximately US$615 million) 
to build brainwashing centers and bases to “transform” Falun 
Gong practitioners. 
Jiang Zemin also used monetary incentives to stimulate and 
encourage greater numbers of people to participate in persecuting 
Falun Gong. In many areas, the prize for arresting a Falun Gong 
practitioner was several thousand or even 10,000 yuan. 

e Masanjia Forced Labor Camp in Liaoning Province is one 
of the most evil places in the persecution of Falun Gong. e Party 
once awarded Camp Director Su 50,000 yuan and Deputy Direc-
tor Shao 30,000 yuan. 
Jiang Zemin, the former general secretary of the CCP, is not only 
the person who launched the persecution of Falun Gong but also 
the person who plotted and commanded it. He utilized the mech-
anisms of the CCP to launch the persecution of Falun Gong. He 
bears inescapable responsibility for this historic crime. 
However, if there were no CCP with its mechanism of violence 
formed through many political movements, Jiang Zemin would 
have had no way to launch and carry out the evil persecution. 
Jiang Zemin and the Party make use of each other. ey risk 
everyone’s condemnation to oppose truthfulness, compassion, 
and tolerance for the interests.  of a person and a party. eir col-
lusion is the real reason why such a tragic and absurd crime was 
able to occur. 

V. Bringing Down the CCP From the Inside 
Motivated by his personal interests, Jiang Zemin utilized the inher-
ent evil of the CCP to launch the immense persecution aimed at 
innocent people who follow truthfulness, compassion, and toler-
ance. He launched a punitive movement against a social force most 
benecial and least harmful to the nation and society. is perse-
cution not only drags the nation and people down into crime and 
disaster, but also defeats the Party at its very foundation. 
Jiang Zemin utilized the Party to employ relentlessly all man-
ner of evil means all over the world to eradicate Falun Gong. Law, 
morality, and humanity all su ered great harm, which destroys 
at the root the regime’s legitimacy. 
Jiang’s regime employed all available nancial, material, and 
human resources to persecute Falun Gong, which has caused an 
enormous burden for the nation and society and huge pressure on 
the nancial system. e Party has no way to sustain the doomed 
persecution for an extended period of time. It can only use ordi-
nary people’s savings, issue national bonds, and entice foreign 
investment to keep the persecution going.

See next week’s edition for the next installment.

Nine Commentaries on the Communist Party

   BRINGING PEACEFUL CHANGE TO CHINA

 A FREE CHINA

244,312,132 Chinese people have quit their association with the 
Chinese Communist Party and related organizations.

NineCommentaries.com

In November 2004 Epoch Times published the award-winning editorial 

series “Nine Commentaries on the Communist Party.” The book provides 

an uncensored history documenting the lies and violence the Chinese 

Communist Party has used to gain and hold power. This publication 

has sparked the most significant grass-roots campaign China has ever 

seen. So far over 240 million Chinese have come forward, eager to 

dissociate themselves from a regime that has destroyed so many lives. 

Volunteers working for the Global Service Center for Quitting the Chinese 

Communist Party assist Chinese people in submitting statements in 

person, by mail, fax, phone, or email renouncing their association with the 

CCP and its affiliated organizations, the Chinese Youth League and Young 

Pioneers. Over 700 million Chinese are estimated to have been members 

of at least one of these organizations at some time. By renouncing the 

CCP, Chinese are aiming at peacefully transforming their troubled nation. 

Below, we provide a serialized excerpt from the “Nine Commentaries.”

Commentary Five  (cont.)

e Collusion of Jiang Zemin and the CCP to Persecute 
Falun Gong

Jiang Zemin launched a punitive 
movement against a social force most 
benecial and least harmful to the 
country and society.

The “Nine Commentaries on the 
Communist Party” book.
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Over 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners march in the World Falun Dafa Day parade in New York on May 13.
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Falun Gong practitioners exercise in Chengdu, Sichuan Province, before the 
persecution began in 1999.

A Falun Gong 
practitioner 
meditates 
in New York.
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Over 10,000 Falun Gong practitioners hold a peaceful demonstra-
tion near the leadership compound of Zhongnanhai in Beijing on 
April 25, 1999.

Falun Gong practitioners from 36 countries protest in Tiananmen 
Square for an end to the persecution and torture of Chinese 
practitioners, in Beijing in 2001.
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e Persecution 
of Falun Gong

O
n the night of April 25, 1999, then-leader of the 
Chinese Communist Party Jiang Zemin brought 
Falun Gong, or Falun Dafa, to the attention of all 

members o he Politburo with an angry and bitter letter. 
“Can it be that we Communist Party members, armed 
with Marxism, materialism, and atheism, cannot defeat 
the Falun Gong stu?” Jiang wrote, making clear the 
battlelines he perceived between the Chinese regime 
and the traditional Chinese meditation practice.
On June 10, Jiang created the 610 O ce, an extralegal 
Party organization endowed with unchecked power to 
oversee and direct the campaign of elimination. 
On July 20, mass arrests of Falun Gong practition-
ers by the regime’s security forces marked the begin-
ning of a brutal suppression campaign that is now 
in its 17th year. 
Instantly, the country’s media were lled with 

propaganda that demonized Falun Gong. All parts 
of society were used to place pressure on Falun Gong 
adherents, who stood to lose their jobs, their housing, 
and their places in school if they did not agree to give 
up the practice.
In the rst months of the persecution, practition-
ers journeyed to the petitions oce in Beijing to call 
on the authorities to end the suppression. Many were 
seized on the streets before they reached their destina-
tion and detained. Soon, it emerged that practitioners 
were being tortured to death.
Minghui.org, a clearinghouse for rsthand informa-
tion about the persecution, has conrmed that over 

4,000 practitioners have been 
killed from torture and abuse. 
e actual number of deaths 

is believed to be far higher, but 
can not be conrmed due to 
the diculty of getting infor-
mation out of China.
According to the Falun 
Dafa Information Center, at 
any one time hundreds of 
thousands of practitioners 
are conned in the regime’s 
labor camp system, brain-

washing centers, and prisons, where they are brutal-
ized. e horric abuses are numerous: female prac-
titioners being gang raped by prison inmates; guards 
using electric batons to shock practitioners’ groins; 
practitioners being forced to sit on the dreaded “tiger 
bench,” a medieval torture device. 
In 2006, researchers found that the Chinese regime 
was harvesting the organs of still-living Falun Gong 
practitioners and other prisoners of conscience, for 
prot. e United States House of Representatives and 
the European Parliament have both issued resolutions 
condemning the Chinese regime for this act. 
In a recently released 680-page report, organ har-
vesting researchers David Matas, David Kilgour, and 
Ethan Gutmann estimated that the regime had carried 
out 1.5 million transplants over the last 15 years, and 
that the bulk of the organs are believed to have come 
from Falun Gong practitioners who are killed in the 
process. At a press conference, Gutmann, an investi-
gative journalist, likened organ harvesting to “slow-
motion genocide.”
e perils of torture and organ harvesting, however, 

haven’t stopped Falun Gong practitioners in mainland 
China from hanging Falun Gong banners in public 
places, and distributing literature that exposes the per-
secution and explains what Falun Gong is. 
ese eorts have had an eect. In several cases in 

recent years, petitions signed by hundreds or thousands 
of non-practitioners in China have called for the release 
of a detained Falun Gong practitioner, despite the risk 
involved in signing such a petition.
Outside China, Falun Gong practitioners explain the 
persecution to Chinese tourists at popular tourism sites. 
Since the wave of lawsuits against Jiang Zemin in 2015, 
current Party leader Xi Jinping has been greeted with 
banners whenever he travels abroad, calling on him to 
act on the criminal complaints in China, and to put his 
predecessor Jiang Zemin on trial.

PlainclothespolicedetainaFalunGongpractitionerin
TiananmenSquareBeijingonOct
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What Is 
Falun Gong? 

On May 13, 1992, Mr. Li Hongzhi 
introduced Falun Gong, an ancient 
Chinese cultivation practice, to 
hundreds at the No. 5 Middle 
School in the city of Changchun in 
the northeastern Jilin Province. 
Mr. Li taught the lecture attendees 
Falun Gong’s five sets of exercises—
four standing stances and a 
sitting meditation—and stressed 
the importance of adhering to 
the practice’s moral teachings 
of truthfulness, compassion, and 
tolerance. 
From 1992 to 1994, Mr. Li would 
hold 54 lecture seminars, each held 

over 10 days and attended by large 
crowds. Mr. Li then stopped giving 
lectures, and made Falun Gong free 
to learn and practice.
The health and moral benefits of 
Falun Gong quickly spread by word 
of mouth, and by 1999, there 

A Falun Gong 
practitioner 
meditates
in New York.

OFalun Gong, or Falun Dafa, to the attention of all 
members o he Politburo with an angry and bitter letter. 
“Can it be that we Communist Party members, armed 
with Marxism, materialism, and atheism, cannot defeat 
the Falun Gong stu?” Jiang wrote, making clear the 
battlelines he perceived between the Chinese regime 
and the traditional Chinese meditation practice.
On June 10, Jiang created the 610 O ce, an extralegal 
Party organization endowed with unchecked power to 
oversee and direct the campaign of elimination. 
On July 20, mass arrests of Falun Gong practition
ers by the regime’s security forces marked the begin
ning of a brutal suppression campaign that is now 
in its 17th year. 
Instantly, the country’s media were lled with 

propaganda that demonized Falun Gong. All parts 

of mouth, and by 1999, there 
were over 70 million Chinese 
practitioners, according to 
an official regime survey. 
Today Falun Gong is 
practiced by tens of 
millions of people, in 
over 70 countries and 
regions worldwide.

Outside China, 
Falun Gong 
practitioners explain 
the persecution to 
Chinese tourists at 
popular tourist sites. 

bodies to accept and acknowl-
edge all criminal complaints.
Under the reign of Jiang and 
his immediate successor Hu Jin-
tao, however, any attempt to start 
legal proceedings against a Party 
leader or even a retired one was 
unthinkable and impossible.
It took Zhu Keming and Wang 
Jie’s failed eort in August 2000 
to spark a very gradual change in 
the mindset of both the Chinese 
rights defense community and 
Falun Gong practitioners toward 
challenging Jiang’s persecution 
on legal grounds, according to 
Hugo Peng, a former human 
rights lawyer in China.
“ ey were the rst ones to eat 
the crab,” Peng told Epoch Times, 
using a Chinese idiom to describe 
a dicult activity when per-
formed for the rst time. “With-
out what they did, perhaps there 
wouldn’t be so many others who 
thought of using the law to scru-
tinize the suppression, as well 
as the crimes Jiang and others 
committed.
“After all, someone needs 
to take initiative, and history 
chose them.”

Physical Destruction
In the evening of Sept. 6, 2000, 
Zhu Keming and Wang Jie were 
arrested in Duan Wei’s Bei-
jing home. Duan later learned 
through her personal network 
that Jiang Zemin and his secu-
rity chief Luo Gan had issued the 
order to seize her husband and 
nephew.
Zhu and Wang were rst taken 
to a secret detention facility in 
Beijing’s Fangshan district, then 
later to Beijing No. 1 detention 
center, an infamous jail that held 
political prisoners during the 
Cultural Revolution and aer the 
Tiananmen Square crackdown.
Zhu and Duan had presumed 
that Wang would be treated bet-
ter in detention because his par-
ents were high-ranking Party 
members. But Wang’s minders in 
the secret detention center, and 
later in the jail, were more inter-
ested in obeying Jiang’s instruc-
tions to physically “destroy” 
Falun Gong practitioners.
In the secret detention facil-
ity, the prison guards stripped 
o his clothing and secured 
him under a dripping faucet, 
during fall in the frigid moun-
tainous Fangshan area west of 
Beijing. ey then, at their pleas-
ure, delivered savage kicks to his 
back and chest. e internal 
injuries received from this abuse 
later contributed to his death, 
according to Duan, a medical 
doctor.
In Beijing No. 1 detention 
center, the ankle cuffs that 
were put on Wang wore away 
his skin and exposed the bone. 
Wang later told Duan that he 

was put through many of the 
mind-bending torture meth-
ods administered on Falun 
Gong practitioners, as docu-
mented by Minghui at the time: 
terrible beatings, branding with 
cigarettes, toothpicks rammed 
under ngernails. At one point, 
Wang was beaten into a month-
long coma.
When Wang was released on 
bail on Nov. 30, 2000, his body 
had been nearly destroyed—he 
required dialysis every other 
day and had no control over his 
bladder or bowels. In April 2001, 
some friends smuggled Wang 
out of China to Indonesia, where 
his aunt Duan was then resid-
ing. A little over a month later, 
he collapsed on the cold tiles of 
her bathroom oor and died.

Zhu spent ve years in prison 
and was put through similar 
tortures—the prison guards 
shocked his head, armpits, and 
groin with high-voltage electric 
prods, beat him, and deprived 
him of sleep by forcing him to sit 
atop a small plastic stool for six 
days straight. He was released 
in 2006.

Waiting for Change
Some of those who bring legal 
complaints against Jiang Zemin 
today still face arrest and deten-
tion, but no cases of abuse have 
been recorded that parallel what 
happened to Zhu Keming and 
Wang Jie.
“ e persecution against those 
who sue Jiang has noticeably sof-who sue Jiang has noticeably sof-who sue Jiang has noticeably sof
tened,” said Zhang Zanning, a 
law professor at Southeast Uni-
versity in Nanjing City and a 
practicing lawyer, to Epoch 
Times in a telephone interview. 
“Even if arrests are made, it’s not 
on the pretext of suing Jiang.”
e case of Sheng Xiaoyun, the 

mother-in-law of YouTube celeb-
rity Ben Hedges, is an example.
Last October, security ocers 
in northeast China barged into 
Sheng’s home and arrested her 
aer she had mailed a criminal 
complaint against Jiang. A num-
ber of Falun Gong practitioners 
in Daqing City in Heilongjiang, 
a province that ranks among the 
most severely persecuted regions 
in China, were also imprisoned 
with Sheng.
However, while in detention, 
Sheng and the other practitioners 

were allowed to perform Falun 
Gong exercises and recite Falun 
Gong’s teachings. When Sheng 
was released 10 days later, the 
police even returned the com-
puter that they had seized.
“Police treat Falun Gong prac-
titioners better these days. ey 
know that practitioners are good 
people who have been misla-
beled,” she said in a phone inter-
view.
Zhang Zanning, the law pro-
fessor, thinks that ocials in the 
public security and the legal sys-
tem are slowly recognizing that 
the persecution of Falun Gong 
was a mistake, and are waiting 
to see how the political winds 
change.
“For instance, in many of the 
recent Falun Gong cases I’ve han-
dled, the courts used various 
excuses to postpone the prosecu-
tion of practitioners,” Zhang said. 
“I reckon that they’re waiting for 
policy changes from above.”
Since coming to power, Xi 
has purged many of Jiang’s 
lieutenants and their cronies 
as he consolidates his control 
over the regime. Men like for-
mer Politburo member Bo Xilai 
and former security czar Zhou 
Yongkang are known to have 
been deeply involved in per-
secuting Falun Gong. Even Li 
Dongsheng, head of the extra-
legal agency created by Jiang to 
eliminate Falun Gong known 
as the 610 Oce, was purged—
an unmistakable signal that 
persecutors would no longer be 
immune.
Xi has recently been “making 
all these moves that are at least 
ambiguous,” such as the “dis-
placement of the Jiang Zemin 
faction” and the “taking over of 
the 610 Oce leadership,” said 
Andrew Junker, a sociologist at 
the University of Chicago who 
is writing a book about Falun 
Gong, in a previous interview.
“I see no benet for Falun 
Gong to polarize its relation-
ship with Xi Jinping; it makes 
total sense to open the door as 
much as possible, to encourage 
him to make a step in the right 
direction,” Junker added.

By placing sole responsibil-
ity of the persecution on Jiang 
Zemin in their criminal com-
plaints, Falun Gong practition-
ers could have unwittingly pre-
sented current Party leader Xi 
Jinping an opportunity to end 
the persecution and not imme-
diately implicate his leadership.
Meanwhile, Jiang Zemin and 
his sons are said to have had 
their movements restricted in 
March, and could now be held 
under some form of so deten-
tion, according to sources famil-
iar with the circumstances who 
asked to remain anonymous for 
security reasons.
Zheng Enchong, a prominent 
Shanghai human rights lawyer 
who came under house arrest 
aer tussling with members of 
Jiang’s “Shanghai gang,” recently 
told international broadcaster 
Sound of Hope Radio that the 
security forces watching over 
him are openly discussing the 
plight of Jiang and sons, and his 
well-connected former class-
mates even invited him over 
to celebrate “the fact that Jiang 
Zemin’s nished.”
In an earlier interview with 
Epoch Times, Zheng said that 
many residents of Shanghai and 
human rights lawyers support 
the movement to bring Jiang to 
justice, and he volunteered to be 
the chief prosecutor when Jiang’s 
case goes to court.
In light of the lawsuit wave, 
Zhu Keming decided to mail 
another legal complaint.
“Falun Gong practitioners 
are not suing Jiang Zemin for 
the sake of suing Jiang Zemin 
… So many practitioners’ fam-
ilies have, due to the persecu-
tion, been broken up; some have 
been killed for their organs, so 
how can we remain indierent?” 
he said.
“I hope this wave of lawsuits 
against Jiang Zemin will grow 
from strength to strength,” Zhu 
continued. “We will bring Jiang 
Zemin to justice, and then we 
can resume our normal lives.”

Juliet Song and Matthew Robertson 
contributed to this report.
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Aer all, someone 
needs to take 
initiative, and history 
chose them.
Hugo Peng, former human 
rights lawyer in China
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When  Japanese  emperor 
Kotoku rose to the Japanese 
throne in the seventh cen-
tury, he began a new age that 
would bring the island nation 
into a new era of civilization.
Across the sea on the Asian 
mainland  was  the  massive 
and prosperous Tang Chinese 
empire. During his nine-year 
reign, Kotoku ordered mul-
tiple  missions  to  visit  the 
Tang  capital  of  Chang’an, 
and started the reforms that 
would lead to Japan learning 
from and emulating China at 
its finest.
e  transformations  that 

Japan underwent in the fol-
lowing decades and centu-
ries represented the Japanese 
elite  and  nobility’s  respect 
and admiration of the Middle 
Kingdom. eir efforts to rep-
licate intact the core virtues of 
Chinese culture in their own 
architecture,  attire,  litera-
ture, calendric system, arts, 
and national character would 
shape the land of the rising 
sun for over a thousand years.

e Taika Reform Brings 
Tang Culture to Japan
Driving  the  success  of  the 
Tang Dynasty was founding 
Emperor Li Shimin, regally 
known as Taizong, who ruled 

from  A.D.    to  .  e 
sprawling  empire  he  built 
stretched from Central Asia 
to Korea, and was an unparal-
leled cultural as well as mili-
tary  superpower  that  for-

eign kingdoms regarded in 
awe. Taizong’s imperial cap-
ital, Chang’an was a world 
city of over a million people 
and was bustling with dele-
gations, students, and monks 
from around Eurasia.
Sino-Japanese  relations 
took off in the later years of 
Taizong’s reign, when Kotoku 
took  the  throne  in  . 
Known  by  his  regal  name 
Taika, the ruler launched a 
reform  of  the  same  name. 
With a mind to restructur-
ing and formalizing the Jap-

anese  state  and  economy, 
the  purpose  of  the  emper-
or’s reform was to learn from 
and institute the political and 
legal  workings  of  the  Tang 
Dynasty.
Kotoku’s reform lasted five 
years and ended the previ-
ous  Asuka  period  of  Japa-
nese history that had begun 
in the fourth century. In the 
following two decades, Japan 
dispatched over a dozen dip-
lomatic missions to China to 
study the ways of the Tang 
Dynasty. Such delegations, 
consisting  of  hundreds  of 
monks, scholars, architects, 
and artisan women in addi-
tion to official diplomats, vis-
ited legendary relics, learned 
the classics, and brought back 
with them to Japan invalua-
ble knowledge.
Mainstream Japanese soci-
ety quickly adopted the cul-
tural,  spiritual,  and  scien-
tific imports. A fine example 
is the spread of classical Chi-
nese language and poetry. e 
Japanese had written using 
Chinese  characters,  called 
kanji in Japan, for centuries 
before the Tang, but the intro-
duction of definitive Chinese 
works such as the “Classic of 
Poetry” (Shijing), the “Selec-
tions of Refined Literature,” 
and “New Odes of the Jade 
Terrace” produced a typhoon 
of interest.

e popularization of Chi-
nese verse among Japan’s lit-
erate  elites  influenced  the 
development of Waka poetry 
and other Japanese forms of 
literary  work.  In  ,  an 
unknown  compiler  put 
together the Kaifuso, a col-
lection of  poems by  
authors writing in the styles 
found in China’s Six Dynas-
ties and Tang era. e works 
include odes to the moon, Chi-
nese plum, the chrysanthe-
mum flower (now the sym-
bol of the Japanese emperor), 
snow,  drinking,  and  Bud-
dhist  and  Taoist  spiritual  
cultivation.
Kotoku’s  decisions  also 
directly influenced the devel-
opment of the Japanese state. 
In , senior ministers who 
had studied in China or were 
the descendants of those sent 
to China received orders to cre-
ate the Taiho Code. ese laws, 
the oldest body of legal litera-
ture in Japan, were inspired by 
those implemented under the 
Tang Chinese and fully prom-
ulgated in .

e Birth of Japanese 
Writing
Despite being an East Asian 
people, the Japanese speak a 
language far removed from 
the Chinese dialects. None-
theless, Chinese characters—
which  primarily  represent 
meaning and not sound—form 
the basic components of the 
Japanese literary language.
It was also during the Tang 
Dynasty that, to adapt to 
the  unique  characteristics 
of Japanese linguistics and 
grammar, different renais-
sance men created the cur-
sive style of phonetic writing 
that is used today alongside 
kanji, the Japanese word for 
Chinese characters.
Kibi no Makibi was a noble 
of great scholarly accomplish-
ment who made two trips to 
study  astronomy,  the  Chi-
nese calendar, military sci-
ence, construction, and law 
in  Chang’an.  He  invented 
the phonetic alphabet called 
katakana, generally derived 
from the straight strokes of 
kanji.  Today,  this  script  is 
mainly used to transliterate 
sounds  and  foreign  words 
into Japanese.
Hiragana,  the  other  pho-
netic script, was created by 
the monk Kukai, who studied 
Buddhism and Chinese clas-
sics in Chang’an’s Qinglong 
Temple. is script and kata-
kana  came  to  be  essential 
tools for writing vernacular 
Japanese.
Before the advent of kana, 
only  Japanese  who  knew 
Classical  Chinese—the  East 
Asian counterpart to Latin in 
Western and Central Europe—
could read and write. Kana 
allowed people to compose 
and read kanji in a way that 
fit  their  spoken  language. 
is development facilitated 

the learning of Chinese his-
tory,  astronomy,  medicine, 
and other arts across general 
Japanese society.

Cultural Accomplishments 
Preserved
In , when Kibi no Mak-
ibi returned to Japan, he had 
with him  volumes, which 
he presented to the emperor, 
among  them  the  “Essen-
tial Compendium of Music.” 
is classic was later lost in 

China but preserved in Japan. 
He also brought classical Chi-

nese  musical  instruments, 
such as the guzheng, or Chi-
nese zither, which inspired 
the Japanese koto.
Kukai,  the  bonze  (a  Jap-
anese  or  Chinese  Buddhist 
monk)  who  created  hira-
gana, was an accomplished 
man of letters and calligra-
phist. A scholar of Chinese 
literary works, he compiled 
a groundbreaking theoreti-
cal volume on writings from 
the Han, Wei, Sui, and Tang 
dynasties—the Bunkyo Hifu-
ron.  He  used  his  extensive 
research to reflect on his own 
literary style and for future 
generations to use as an ana-
lytical reference.
Kukai also helped spread 
Chinese calligraphy to Japan, 
and is considered one of the 
three calligraphy masters of 
the Heian period of Japanese 
history ( – ).

Foundations of an 
Imperial State
The  Taika  Reform  gradu-
ally transformed Japan into 
a nation governed by law 
and decrees, and paved the 
way  for  feudalism.  Simple 
departments and ministries 
that had existed before were 
expanded and complemented 
with  institutions  like  clan 
registry and tax collection.
Japanese  authorities 
adopted  the  Tang  Dynasty 
“circuit” as a province-sized 
subdivision, a term that has 
now mostly fallen out of use 
but is preserved in the name 
of  Japan’s  northernmost 
island,  Hokkaido—literally 
rendered “Northern Sea Cir-
cuit.”
Kyoto, the traditional seat 
of the Japanese emperor prior 
to being replaced by Tokyo in 
the s, was planned and 
built with the same rectan-
gular  layout  and  architec-
tural style as the Tang cap-
ital  at  Chang’an.  In  both 
cities,  the  imperial  palace 
was located due north—con-
sidered an auspicious position 
for the monarch or familial 
patriarch, for it symbolized 
the North Star.
While vastly overshadowed 
by Tokyo in population and 
importance, Kyoto retains a 

distinctly  classical  charac-
ter inherited from the days 
when the Japanese looked to 
the Tang and sought to learn 
from that great empire. Dur-
ing  World  War  II,  the  city 
largely  escaped  the  exten-
sive American bombing raids 
that devastated more indus-
trial cities, and was spared 
the atomic bomb partly for 
its cultural significance.

e Origin of the 
Rising Sun
Prior to Japan’s extensive con-
tacts with the Tang empire, 
the  nation  had  no  native 
name: the Japanese were an 
insular culture and had no 

need to refer to themselves 
as a whole, while the Chinese 
had used the disparaging title 
of “dwarf barbarians.”
is changed as the Chinese 

became increasingly aware 
of the nation to its east. Texts 
written in the era show the 
emergence  of  a  new  term, 
composed of the characters 
“Ri ben,” meaning roughly 
“the  sun’s  origin.” From  a 
Chinese perspective, the Jap-
anese were a people beyond 
the eastern sea, living at the 
sunrise. e  Japanese  pro-
nunciation  of  the  name is 
Nihon or Nippon.
In  the  writings  of  Marco 
Polo on his travels to China, 
he referred to the country 
as “Cipangu,” or the coun-
try of Japan, approximating 
the Chinese dialect spoken at 
the time. is word eventu-
ally morphed into the modern 
Western name Japan.

How Japan  
Got Its Name   
and Other Influences From 
China’s Tang Dynasty

Essence of China
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Latest Celebrity Hairstyles 
Japanese & Korean Hairstyles

Mon–Sat:  9am–6pm  
4360 SW 110th Ave. 
Beaverton, OR 97005

503-643-8362
Appointment Preferred

Chong: 20 years of hair stylist experience
Certification in Vidal Sassoon international 
& creative classic haircut

Japanese & Korean HairstylesJapanese & Korean Hairstyles
Korean Digital Perm

Japanese & Korean HairstylesJapanese & Korean Hairstyles
Japanese Volume 
Magic Perm

Namaste Indian Cuisine

www.NamasteIndianCuisine.com

Most Welcome, 
Best Indian Cuisine in Town

Lloyd Center  1403 NE Weidler St. Portland, OR 97232 503-442-3841 

Parkrose 8303 NE Sandy Blvd. Portland, OR 97220 503-257-5059

Woodland Park 10306 NE Halsey Street, Portland, OR 97220

Orchards 6300 NE 117th Ave. Vancouver, WA  98662 360-891-5857

Best Indian Cuisine in Town

1403 NE Weidler St. Portland, OR 97232 503-442-3841 

Best Indian Cuisine in Town
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MatthewMcConaughey(L)andJacobLoflandin“FreeStateofJones”

STXPRODUCTIONSLLC

DirectorGaryRoss(rdL)rehearsesascenewithMatthewMcConaughey(C)GuguMbatha-Rawand
othersfortheCivilWarmovie“FreeStateofJones”

‘FREE 
STATE 
OF 
JONES’ 
MISSISSIPPI 
BR AV E H E A RT
ByMarkJacksonEpochTimesSta

Former blacksmith Newton Knight (Matthew 
McConaughey)  steadies  an  ex-slave’s  head 
against a mangrove tree in a Mississippi swamp 
and starts slamming the steel bolt on the medi-
eval, -pronged “punishment collar” the runa-
way slave had been forced to wear. e year: . 
at particular sound of freedom carries a long 

distance in a Southern swamp, and immedi-
ately—explosively—a hunting party with dogs in 
full-cry, is on the warpath to suppress it. Knight, 
making a run for it, gets run down by a German 
shepherd and viciously lacerated.
Healing his bite wounds later, the group of 
swamp-dwelling ex-slaves Knight’s befriended, 
chuckle: “Guess dem dogs likes the taste o’ you, 
much as dey likes the taste of us.”

Civil War
Knight, a battlefield nurse, deserts the Confed-
erate Army after his nephew dies in his arms. 
He’s had it; he hauls him home on horseback to 
their grief-stricken mother.
He’s watched the Confederate Army ransack 
Southern farmers crops and livestock to feed 
troops, and force those farmer’s fearful -year-
olds to fire flintlocks.
He’s watched wealthy slave-owners and their 
sons sidestep the draft. ey had cotton to pick. 
Or rather, they had slaves to pick cotton. He’d 
watched starvation rule the day—for the poor. 
He’d  watched  his  fair  share  of  the  ,  
deaths in the American Civil War. 

Uprising
us the stage is set for “Free State of Jones,” a 

cinematic re-enactment of an obfuscated his-
torical fact about an insurrection in Mississippi, 
by a swamp-squatting commune of poor whites, 
their pistol-wielding wives, and escaped slaves, 
who utilized guerrilla warfare (much like the 
Seminole  Indians  in  their  Floridian  swamp 
strongholds), and were led by above-mentioned 
fed-up farmer and proto-socialist—Newt Knight.
e film covers  years, during which Knight 

swells his swamp army with both blacks and 
whites. Needless to say, during a time of virulent 
racism, this arrangement doesn’t sit well with 
many of the whites therein, but Knight declares 
them equals. In his mind, the war is split only 
by a rich–poor divide. “We ain’t got no country. 
So we’ll be our own country.”

Two Stories
Knight had become involved with a former 
house-slave (Gugu Mbatha-Raw), during the 
swamp years. His story, from war-nurse to 
insurrection leader, is paralleled by vignettes 
of his great grandson, Davis Knight’s (Brian 
Lee Franklin) narrative, in , whose black 
ancestry comes to light, and who was convicted 
of miscegenation on Dec.  of that year.

We ain’t got 
no country. So 
we’ll be our 
own country.

He’s one-eighth black. It only took one drop of 
black blood for Jim Crow law to apply. However, 
what wasn’t immediately clear was whether 
he was the descendant of Newt’s white wife 
(Keri Russell) or of his black lover. Son of son of 
Knight was supposed to do five years in prison, 
but didn’t, because the state couldn’t prove 
beyond reasonable doubt the state of his blood.

What You Get
Since “  Years A Slave” raised the quality bar on 
the telling of American antebellum slave stories, 
the wealth of heretofore hidden and obscure 
narratives are starting to come to light. 
However, like “  Years,” these stories are best 
served when not directed by Americans. e 
subject matter still apparently carries too much 
shame in America/Hollywood for such a story 
to not end up being told from a white, patriar-
chal, savior perspective, that inevitably serves 
up large portions of  proselytizing. at being 
said, “Free State” is definitely well intended.
Like “  Years,” it’s got unflinching brutality, 
that, in the hands of a lesser director, could eas-
ily have become white-supremacist type slave-
brutality porn. And while it’s definitely over-
long, extending beyond the end of the Civil War, 
through Reconstruction, the racial terrorism 
of the Ku Klux Klan, and Jim Crow laws, one 
is left with the impression that director Gary 

Ross did his darnedest to do right by the mate-
rial. Matthew McConaughey carries the whole 
movie on his back, powerfully.

Was Knight Right?
As Knight points out, while he’s definitely anti-
war and an avowed abolitionist—it’s the class 
struggle of it all that really stuck in his craw.
e U.S. Constitution claims all men are cre-

ated equal, but the capitalist U.S. government 
ultimately came down hard on Knight’s notions 
of economic equality. 
Nevertheless, his ideas were a sign of the cos-
mic climate of the times—the Paris Commune 
uprising was happening around the same time; 
Knight was basically, unbeknownst to himself, 
a socialist. He’d have had a rude awakening, 
could he have witnessed the bloody deeds even-
tually done in the name of Karl Marx.
e latter portions of “Free State of Jones” 

hint at harrowing future cinematic tellings 
of gothic racial terrorism and the long, dark 
reign of the Ku Klux Klan. We realize how 
much we cherish the ideas of equality and 
freedom. It’s difficult to argue with some of 
Knight’s maxims, especially, “Every man is a 
man,” and, “You cannot own a child of God.” 
“Free State of Jones” is basically a swampland 
“Braveheart.” Fighting for freedom is always 
a noble cause. 

‘Free State of Jones’

Director 
GaryRoss 
 
Starring 
MatthewMcConaughey
GuguMbatha-RawKeri
RussellMahershalaAli
JacobLoflandSean
Bridgers

RunningTime 
hours minutes

Rated 
R

ReleaseDate 
June
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PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 

COMMUNICATION REQUEST 
Wednesday Council Meeting 9:30 AM 

Council Meeting Date: __ 7 ______ ~_· _;}__7_-__ ;_· b_"_ 
Today's Date ___ -=r-_/_1 /_ ,_~---• 

Name~.-_J1--+J ....... r4.,...,.f<t--'--'-7 ~/ ~~---=-~ll,~/~(;..~~==-::-~~~-
Address h =P 
Telephone ___________ _ Email -----------
Reason for the request: 

2n_ C ~r uo (signed 

• Give your request in writing to the Council Clerk's office to schedule a date for your 
Communication. Use this form or email the information to the Council Clerk at the 
email address below. 

• You will be placed on the Wednesday official Council Agenda as a "Communication." 
Communications are the first item on the Agenda and are taken at 9:30 a.m. A total 
of five Communications may be scheduled. Individuals must schedule their own 
Communication. 

• You will have 3 minutes to speak and may also submit written testimony before or at 
the meeting. Communications allow the Council to hear issues that intere·st our 
citizens, but do not allow an opportunity for dialogue. 

Thank you for being an· active participant in your City government. 

Contact Information: 
Karla Moore-Love, City Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
(503) 823-4086 
email: 
Karla.Moore-Love@portlandoregon.gov 

Sue Parsons, Assistant Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4th Ave., Room 130 
Portland, OR 97204-1900 
( 503) 823-4085 
email: 
Susan.Parsons@portlandoregon.gov 
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Request of Mary Eng to address Council regarding the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and the Disability Treaties worldwide (Communication) 

'JUL ~ 7 2016 

PLACED ON FILE 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: Filed JUL 19 2016 

-------

MARY HULL CABALLERO YEAS NAYS 

1. Fritz 

2. Fish 
Deputy 

3. Saltzman 
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