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40 MILE LOOP
July 24, 2016

TO: City of Portland, Planning & Sustainability Commission
FROM: 40 Mile Loop Land Trust
RE: Comprehensive Plan Trails Map

The 40 Mile Loop Land Trust is a non-profit volunteer organization that has been working on creating
and implementing the vision of a regionally-connected recreational trail system for more than 35 years.
We have a history of working collaboratively with the City of Portland, primarily with Parks & Recreation
but also with the Office of Transportation and the Bureau of Planning. We appreciate being able to
provide input into the Comprehensive Plan process from our board members’ 188 years of collective
trails experience.

Attached to this letter is our detailed review of the currently proposed Comp Plan Trails Map. Our input
is organized by ‘reach’ of trail and specific comments are identified by trail segment numbers.

Our specific comments fall into 4 categories:
¢ Support the action (proposed Comp Plan addition, removal, no change)
* Oppose the action (with rationale)
* Oppose the action (with an alternative and rationale)
* Propose an action not included in the Comp Plan (with rationale)

When the stars were originally placed on the Comp Plan map, every trail designation was hard-earned,
and each trail designation deserves serious consideration before being proposed for removal. One
lesson our decades of experience has taught us: Until you have the trail easement you don’t have a
trail. When new alignments are proposed to replace old alignments, the 40 Mile Loop recommends that
both alignments remain designated until easements are acquired and the trail connection is actually
built.

In addition to our specific comments, we offer some general considerations. Should the trails map show
the proposed Green Loop and other proposed downtown trails? Would the trails map be more
understandable if connectivity with trails outside of the City’s jurisdiction was shown?

We realize that evaluating our comments may require an extension of the Comp Plan process time line.
We are willing to meet and work diligently with City staff to incorporate this input from the 40 Mile Loop
Trust Board Members in order to make the Comprehensive Trails Plan best serve the city for the next 20
years.

Sincerely Submitted,

p.p. Jessie Maran, Secretary
40 Mile Loop Land Trust Board

40-Mile Loop Land Trust
P.O. Box 262
Portland, OR 97207-0262

www.40mileloop.org
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