RESOLUTION No. 37203 fsAmended

Declare City Council opposition to Mississippi’s so-called “Protecting Freedom of Conscience
from Government Discrimination Act”, and temporarily suspend the authorization of using any
city funds for travel by city employees to the State of Mississippi (Resolution)

WHEREAS, the Mississippi Legislature has passed legislation, and Governor Phil Bryant has
signed into law, an act entitled the “Protecting Freedom of Conscience from Government
Discrimination Act” which purports to protect individuals, businesses and organizations, should
they, based on their religious beliefs, discriminate against LGBTQ individuals; and

WHEREAS, at a time when cities, through inclusion and innovation, are leading the way on so
many issues, it’s disheartening and frustrating to see significant achievements on individual rights
pushed backward; and

WHEREAS, the work of cities today is to ensure a shared prosperity, in which every member of
society has access to a fair wage, laws like Mississippi’s so-called “Protecting Freedom of
Conscience from Government Discrimination Act” law sets back those efforts by further dividing
communities; and

WHEREAS, Portland has a long history of recognizing that discriminatory practices only serve to
weaken communities and tear holes in the fabric of our city;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Portland City Council stands with the citizens
of Mississippi and throughout America in opposing the so-called “Protecting Freedom of
Conscience from Government Discrimination Act”;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED; that the Council directs that any authorization of expenditures of
City funds for city employee travel to the State of Mississippi on City work time be temporarily
suspended until such a time that the so-called “Protecting Freedom of Conscience from
Government Discrimination Act” has been repealed or overturned; and,

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED; the Council calls on civic and business leaders throughout
Portland, who have long been stalwart supporters for LGBTQ rights and against discrimination of
any kind, to join the Council in standing against discrimination.
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