Monsanto’s Early Knowledge

CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES OF ARCCLOR "AD HOC" COMMITTEE

First Meeting

1. Permit conbtlpued sales and profits of Aroclors and
Terphenyls. >

2. Permit continued develcpment of uses and sales.

3. Protect image of Organic Division and of the Cor-
peration.

—

2, - PCB has been found in:
a. Fish, oysters, shrimp, birds.

b. Along coastlines of industrialized areas such as
Great Dritain, Sweden, Rhine River, low countries,

Lake Michigan, PensacoB Bay, in Western wild life

(eagles). It may be a global contaminant.

3. -_:.:_.h- ;.A: d Lo \ LT In

: ds which have fish diets. Ratio of POD to DUT
has becn atout 49-5011 generally. Dr, Reishoro reported
glmost 1:1 ratio. PCEB way be contridbuting to or exapg-
gerating the effects of other chlorinated aromatics.
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. Sample acceptance from the numerous researchers was
discussed. This has been done on a limited bvasis.
Qur corroboration of testing of thelr samples adds
to our knowledge and demonstrates a willingness by Mon-
santo to help define the problem, but it is expensive
and also tightens any possible legal cases against us--
it rules cut possibilities that Arcclors are not
involyved.

» Toxlcity levels:

Arcclors have been shown to be safe for man in rea-

Escambia River Problem:

For & c¢learer understanding of the general problem, -
the situation at Pensacola was reviewed., From a rela-
tively neﬁligible discharge of 1-3 gal/day into a large
river, 1/4 mile downstream levels of 42 ppb in water
and 476 .ppm in mud were found. Although use of Aroclor
was halted immediately, we can expect the water contam-
ination to continue for a lenpgthy period by leaching
from the contaminated mud. No downstream samples have
{eb been taken to measure the decrease in contamination

as of 9/5/69).
ki e o s i oo i oo I

et been taken to measure the decrease in contaminatien
%aa of 9/5/69).
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Case 1:14-cv-12041-DJC Docurr CRNF IDENTIAL
N
Date: Octobver 2, 1969
Subject: REPORT OF AROCLOR “AD HOC" COMMITTEE
P — ;.
5 L OBJECTIVES

At 8 meeting of busipess group directors of Function
Fluids and Plasticlzgrs with Organic Division and Cor-

porate Staff members/, an "ad hoc" committee was appointed
to prepare & resume of the situation concerning the envir-

nmental contamination through the manufacture and use of
polychlorinated biphenyls (Aroclors).
The objective of the committee was to peupase recommendes
gctiong that will:

1. Protect continued sales and proflts of
Aroclors;

2. Permit continued development of new uses
end sales, and

3. Protect the image of the Organic Division
and the Corporatlon as members of the
business community recognizing thelir
responsibilities to prevent and/or con-
trol contamination of the global ecosystem.
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PROBABILITY_ OF SUCCESS

The committee believes there is little probabllity <kebusine
that any action that can be taken will prevent the growing
inerimination of specific polychlorinated biphenyls (the
higher chlorinated--e.g. Aroclors 1254 and 1260) &s nearly
global cavironmental contaminants leading to contamination
of human food (particularly fish), the killing of some
marine species (shrimp), and the possible extinction of
peveral species of fish eating birds.
Secondly, the committee believes thst there is ,hﬁfka*/
ourse.of_sction that can so effectively police the
uses of these products 88 to preventyenvironmental con-
tamination. ja ocdes é&hﬂld"ﬂf SLne

There are, however7/a number of passdede actions which
must be undertaken/to prolong the manufacture, sale and

use of these particular Aroclors as well as to protect
the continued use of other members offzhe Aroclor series. \
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