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Monsanto's Early Knowledge 

COHF\OEUl\At 
- -MINUTES OF AROCLOR "AD HOC11 COMM-ITT~E 

F1rst Meeting 

~: September 5, 1969 

. Subm1 t reco01mend1t1ona tor action wh1ch w1ll: 

1, Per111t cont1nuecl aal11 ind _proraa. or Aroclora and 
Terphenyl1, · 

2 , Pel'fl11t cont1nued deve\~pm,nt. or usu and aaiea. 

3, Protect imag1,. or Organic D1via1on and or the Cor-
pora ti o,,.-, -· 

2. · PCB haa been round 1n: 

a. Plah, oysters, shrimp, birds. 
b. Alon~ coastlines or industrialized areas such as 

Oreat Dritaln, Sweden, Rhine M1ver, low countries, 
Lake MichiBan, PensacoBHay, in Western wild life 
(easies). It may be a global contaminant. · 

wild birda whiah have tlah dieta, llllt1o or POD to l>DT 
haa bocn obout ~!)- 501 l cieneraJ.Jy , Dr, Rdat,oro reported 
almost, l: l rat.lo. Pt'B may be cuntr1but1n« to or exac-
isnat1ne the el'recu or other chlor1natod aromatics, 

KONS 030~83 



37197

Monsanto's Early Knowledge 
-2-

q, Sample acceptance from the numerous rcucarchers was 
di scussed. Thi s has been done on a l imited ~asla . 
Our corroborati on or test lne or their s~mples adds 
to our knowledee and demonstrates a wi ll i ngness by ~on-
aanto to help define t he problem, but 1~ 1s expensive 
and also t l gh ~ens any possi ble leeo l coses aea l nst us - -
it rules out possib111tl ee that Aroclors are not 
i nvolved, 

5, Toxi city levels: 

Aroclors have been shown to be ear e ro man i n rea-

6. Escambia River Problem: 

For a clearer· understanding of the general problem, 
the ·s1tuat1on at Peneacola wa& reviewed. From a rela-

- tively ne611gible disc~arge or 1-3 gal/day into a large 
rivar, 1/4 mile downstream levels or q2 ppb in water 
and ~76 .ppm 1n mud were round. Althou~h use or Arqclor 
was halt,e<i immediately, we can expect, the water contam-
ination to continue ror a lenithy period by leach1ng 
from the contaminated mud. No downstream samples have 
yet been taken ~o measure the decrease in contom1nation 
{as or 9/~/69). 

o owna ream eamp es ave 
~et been taken to measure the decrease i n contom1na~1on 
\aa or 9/,/69). 
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• Date: October 2, 1969 

suoJec t: REPORT OF ARQ.CLOR II AD HOC 11 COMMITTEE ~~~.~.-.------~~ ~.~--~-
~ ft"i' OBJECTIVES 

/) 

At a meeting or busTiess group directors of Function 
Fluids and Plast1c12 rs with Organic D1v1s1on and Cor-
po1•ate Starr members, an 11 ad hoc'' committee was appointed 
to prepn~e a resume of the situation concerning the envir-
onmental contamination throu~h the manufacture and use of 
polychlor1nated biphenyls (Aroclors), 

The objective of the committee was to pi; pM>c recommend• 
act1onf that will: 

l, 

2. 

3. 

Protect continued sales and profits of 
Aror.lors; 

Permit continued development of new uses 
end sales, and 

Protect the J..m.lge of the Organic D1v1s1on 
and the Corporatlon as members of the 
business community recognizing their 
respons1b111t1es to prevent and/or con-
trol contam1nat1on or the global ecosystem. 
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PROBABILITY OF SUCCESS 

The committee believes there 1s little probability ,<o £1) 
that any action that can be taken will prevent the grow1n£ 
incrimination of specific polychlorinated biphenyle (the 
higher ch1or1nated--e.g, Aroclors 125~ and 1260) es nearly 
global environmental contaminants leading to contamination 
of human food (particularly f1eh), the k1111n8 of some 
marine species (shrimp), and the possible ex~1nct1on of 
several species of fish eating birds. 

~l'•c.-f~ Secondly, the committee believes that there 18 JlO J),Jssl-
;+e,_.c.Q.Urse-.0f_a~ion that can so effectively police the 
uses of these products ae t6 prevent~env1ronmental con-
tem1na t1 on. ;"" ~,Jet C#.,,..,'lt.l--1"( ~ -4. ______ __. 

There are, however,/ e number of psecdkle act1ons which 
must be undertakenl to e,rol o..n_g__tl1_9 .... !'l~.~-~!..8-9.ture, sale and 
use of these particular Aroclors as well as to protect 
the continued use of other members or Y1e Aroclor .ser1,es. , 

- - A t,,.es s 1_ ~~ J' c 'lo .,,.-Ar s 
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