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Commentary 

It is important to realize the SW Urban Trail network came from a citizen initiative; much of the work to bring it to 
fruition was done by SW citizens. In 1995 as the original SW Community Plan was being developed, most of 
our 17 neighborhoods were asking for safe walking routes in their neighborhoods.  When asked if anyone was 
looking how to develop an overall SW plan for how the pedestrian infrastructure should link up, no one had an 
answer and the Planning Bureau was not interested in taking on the task.  I called an Ad Hoc meeting to talk 
about the issue to gather ideas and involve others interested in the issue.   As we talked, we decided that it 
would be possible to engage our citizens in an effort to put together a network of key routes linking all of our 17 
neighborhoods.  After 2 or 3 years and several drafts later, Bill Hoffman, then head of the PBOT Pedestrian 
Program gave us encouragement and he and Brent Williams agreed to assign staff to help us sort out the 
routes and develop the SW Urban Trails Plan.   

We spent about 5 years in the effort, the last 2 working intensively with staff in getting the routes identified, 
vetting them with many open houses with the community and then getting the plan completed.  The goal of our 
effort was to lay out a skeleton or network of routes that would be mapped, wayfinding marked and, whenever 
possible, improved to make them safer and easy to walk given the terrain.  Our SW Urban Trails are linear 
pedestrian trails not unlike a highway network in a larger geographic setting. The network utilizes existing low 
traffic streets, new connections built by SWTrails volunteers, parks trails, and in a few cases trails across 
private property.  It is estimated that 90% of the routes are on existing street rights of way.  

The City Council approved the SW Urban Trails Plan in 2000.   

With the completion of the plan, PBOT annually allocated a small amount of funds to pay for materials and tools 
to build and improve the key connections to complete the network in a very rudimentary basis.  With the 
exception of 2 key links, the system is walkable with some detours from the intended routes. Many 
improvements are needed across the network to make it safer, and to continue the ongoing maintenance such 
a system requires.  As each of the routes became walkable, albeit with plan specified detours in places, we did 
the field engineering to get PBOT to erect SWTrails Wayfinding Signs.   

Our next task was to get a usable walking map.  PBOT under Linda Ginenthals leadership worked closely with 
us to develop a world class walking map which has been updated several times since its 2002 beginning.   

We believe the entire SW Urban Trail network should be classified as greenways so that we can qualify for 
traffic calming and have the local streets we walk, most without sidewalks, posted to 20 mph.  It seems to us 
that the City of Portland should be addressing the safety needs of pedestrians in parallel with those of bicycles, 
but that has not been the case where the “Neighborhood Greenway” program is concerned.   

While some of our SW Urban Trail Network is useable by both bicycles and pedestrians, many of the 
connections are not usable by bicycles. We have not made an effort to make bicycle routes and the Urban Trail 
Routes overlap.  In fact, we would prefer they not overlap to avoid conflicts.   


