
ORD!Ni.NCE NO • 

An Ordinance ~ending Oroin'."'Jlce No. 76398 (License Code} by 
mnending ~icln 6) conceniing motor vehicles for-hire 
so ~s ti'.> revise, clartfy, end birinr it to date, end pro­
~iding effectiv~ dates. 

The City of Portlnnd does ordEin ~s follows: 

Section 1. It appearing to the Council thnt J.rticle 6) of 
the License Code (Ordinence No. ?6398) should be r~vised, cl~rified 
nnd brought to date; now, thereforA, Article 63 of o-ro1nance No. 
76398 (License CodP-) is here~y e.n:ended to resd es follows: 

Article 63. Motor Vehi~loc for uire, 

Section 20-6301. FFJt~. Lictmse fe.es for tt." ve::.icles 
herein n!':iIUed shall be ~s follo;;s (subject to t.bo!'I provision 
of the :.er Co~e): 

(e.) TaYic1.bs, for el"ch ":'r!:icle, quert~rly 

F':ilure to 1'!'.'c.ki:i '.)Pym•::nt in ... ,dvE>ncc nM~ll 
render a licens. 70i~. No license sh~ll 
be issued for e. perioc'. of lc.r.s thdl e f'ull 
quart~r, eitccpt thct w!1en nn epplication is 
m£lde cftcr the p~yment d~te for e~ch qur.rt~r, 
~ne apollcnnt shall. ::;e cilr:t".~ed e proportioneli"-l 
rate for the- r~inder of such quflrtE'T end :men 
~te sh&ll b~ not i~ss then ~5.00 in any ev•:mt. 

(b) for-tire ~ehicles for eech veticlc, quurterly 

F.acb for-hire ~€~iclc wit~ a s~Ating c~p~city 
in excess of fi ~·'· p?ssengers shell pa..v in 
addition to ~oil fee of $10.00 per querter, a 
fee of fifty cer.its per quo-~er for each passenger 
s~at i~ excess of five. Failure to poy the license 
roe in advance shell render t~rn license void. 
No license shall bu issued for ~ period of less 
then s querter, excepting thRt when application 
is made ~ft~r the p~yment dat~ for such quarter, 
tte applicent shall be chGrged e ~roportionate 
rate for tbe reme1nder of such qu8rt~r. and 

$10.00 

$10.00 



3. The number of the stHte license 
of such mot•r vehicld for the 
current year. 

4. A blank space for the signature 
of the licensed owner of the 
motor vehicle, which shall 9e 
signed by such licensed owner 
immediately after the receipt 
of such numbered 11ce118e regis­
tration card, and placed by said 
licensed owner in each motor ve­
hicle rented, hired out •r per­
mitted to be used in said busi­
ness, securely fastened in pra1n 
sight within the driver's com­
partment of the motor vehicle. 
In the event of the loss or de­
struct ien of said numbered 
license reg1stratien card the 
9ureau of licenses, u~n being 
satisfied that said nUJ11bered 
license registra1~i11n card has 
been lost or destroyed, !!18Y 
issue a duplioato regist~ti•n 
card upo~ payment of a fee of 
twenty-five cents. 

(g) Any pars~n operating a :nu-rtuary shall 
be ex19m!>t from inclusion in this 
article for two automobilen •wn~d by 
said person and used for transporting 
pallbearers and ~ourners. Any auto­
mebile so exempt shall have the sign 
or Jlameplate of the J!lOrtuary displayed 
thereon. Street cars and other ve­
hicles operating under a franchise or 
Council permit in lieu of franchise 
are not included in this artiole. 

Section 20-630?J DEFINITIONS • 

(a) Taxicab and Taximeter. The term "taxicab" 
as used in this article. shall mean and 
include every motor vehicle having a 
seating capacity of five passengers or 
less, as per manufacturer's rating, 
except cars for rent without drivera, 
used for the transportati~n of the 
passengers for hire within the cerpo-
rate limits of the City of Portland and 
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such rat0 sh~ll be not less than 
~5.00 in any avent. 

Sight-seeing or limousine busses, for 
each vehicle~ quarterly 

Each sig.'1.t•seeing or limousine bus wlt1
-.. 

a seating capacity in excess of five 
passengers sbs.11 pay in addition to 
such fee of $10.00 per quarter, a fee 
of fifty cents per quarter for each 
passenger seat in excess of five. 
Failure to pay the license fee in 
advance shall render the license void. 
No license shall be issued for a period 
of less than a full quarter, excepting 
that when application ls made after 
the payment data for such quarter the 
applicant shall be charged a pro­
portionate rate for the remainder of 
such quarter, and such rate shall be 
not less than ~~.00 in any event. 

(d) Drive-yourself v~h1cles, for each 
vehicle, annually 

(e) 

(f) 

Said fee shall be paid in advance, 
and no 11.cense shnll b~ issued for 
less than the .full annual rate. 

No license shall be is~ued for en~ 
vehicle covered by this article un­
less the applicant shall first have 
obtained a permit to engage in said 
business as described elsewhere in 
this article. 

When a license ie issued the bureau 
of licenses shall furnish to the ap­
plicsnt a numbered license registra­
tion card for each vehicle rented, 
hired •ut or permitted to be used, 
which numbered regist~ation caw! shall 
contain on the face thereof the fel­
lowing data : 

1. The name of the registered 
owner of the motor vehicle. 

2. The owner's business address. 
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a three mile radius beyond said limits, 
not operated exclusively over a fixed 
and defined route, but used for trans­
portation of passengers to a specified 
destination by the shortest and most di­
rect route, for which a charge is made 
according to taximeter reading. Taxicabs 
shall be e~uipped with a ~r which 
shall be an instrument or dvvlco by which 
the charge for transportation by a pas­
senger-carrying vehicle is mechanically 
measured or calculated, either for the 
distance traveled by such vehicle, or 
for waiting time, or for both, and U?On 
which sucb charges shall be indicatAd 
by means of figures. 

(b) 1' or-Hire Car. The term 11 for-hiro car" ns 
used in this article shall mean and in­
clude every motor vehicle, except taxi­
cabs, sight-seeing and 11mousino busses 
and driv~urself vehicles, as other­
wise cJ.a.ssified herein, which is offered 
or ·-ngac·-'C. in carrying passengers for 
hire within the corporate limits of the 
City of Portland and a three mile radius 
beyond said limits: not ori=n•ating ex­
clusivoly over a fixed and defined route, 
not used for the transportation of pas­
s.;;r:g~::.s for· hlro l.o a ~pecif i~d de st ina-
t ion by the shorta:)t and most direct route, 
but rather engaged on a basis of payment 
for the time consumed in the operation. 

( c) S ight-seoing Buss es·. The term 11 sight­
seeing bus 11 shall mean and include every 
motor vehicle, except vehicles other­
wise classified herein, which is offered 
or engaged in carrying passenr,ers for hire 
within the corporate limits of the Cit;· 
of Portland and a three mile radius bo­
yond such limits, operating on a route 
fixed by the operator for sight-seoinr, 
or other pu:rpose and for which a f'Lxed 
chargo or flat rate is madee 

(d) Limousine Bus. The term "limousine bus" 
shall include every moto~ vehicle used 
under contract with a person, firm or 
corporation engaged in a different busi­
ness, by which contract persons doing 
business with such person, firm or 



(e} 

(f} 

( g) 
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corporation are carried to a fixed 
destination for a flat fee. 

Drive-yourself Vehicle. The term 11 drive­
yourself vehicle" shall mean and include 
every vehicle rented or hired out to a 
person other than the owner, for which no 
chauffour or driver is furnished, to be 
usod by the person driving the same. This 
term shall cover tho activities referred ta 
as drive-yourself vehicles, drive it your­
self, U drive it, drive it yourself &ystem, 
autos for hire, driverless autos for hire, 
or any similar term used in the business 
for hiring out vehicles for the use of a 
person to whom such vehicles aro hired, re­
gardless of whethc;r such rentini:;; or hirin~. 
be for a short or long period of time, and 
whether or not the name of the person ob­
taining such v~hicle be upon the vehicle. 
In tho event tlia t the name of the person 
obtaining the vehiclo is plRced upon it, 
the name and address of the pArson furnish­
ing the vehicle shall be placed on the ox­
terior ~ortion of tho body thereof near 
the front P9at in letters not less than 
two inches in heir.ht in contrast with the 
color of the body~ showing thnt such per­
son 1s the owner or lessor t.,oreo:. 

Motor Vehicles. The term "mot.or vehicle" 
9~ U~Ad in this 9rticle ~hull mean and in­
clude every vehicle used f'."." :pvil"' lie hire, 
propelled by mechanical·ly t'i·od·r,;;.ceu ;.;owe.r 
and intended for use on streets and high­
ways, exoe pt s treat cars, .l.ntr•:i-•ur'han streot 
cars and motor buss es oper,, t <'10 u:: :t-1r 
franchise. 

Seating Capacity. The term 11 seat.Lng 
capacity" as used in this art1~lc shall 
mean the capacity of a vehicle to seat 
adult peraons other than the driver in 
regular permanent scats without the use of 
any box, board, or other device of tempo­
rary nature, with not more than one person 
other than ths drivor in the front seat; 
provided, however, that permanently bu11t­
in jump seats shall be considered refular 
permanent seats and vehicles having a 
front seat of 72 or more inches may allow 
two passengers i~ the front seat but ~""3Ji. 
shull not be taken to incr~nse ~ha peJ­
mitted capacity of a taxicab. 
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Section 20-6303. PERMIT TO ENGAGE IN 
BUSINESS. The applicant for a license for any motor 
vehicle covered by this article shall first obtain 
a permit to engage 1n the business. Application for 
such permit shall be made to the commissioner of 
public utilities on such .forms as ss,id commissioner 
may supply, and such application shall contain the 
following information: The name o.f the applicant 
and his classification as a person, .firm or partner­
ship or corporation 1 the business address of such 
applicant, the type of transportation for which a 
permit is sought, a description of thE1 motor vehicle 
for which a license will be sought if the permit is 
granted, a brief financial statement showing the 
assets of the applicant and their types, and the 
liabilities of the applicant and their types, and 
the recommendations of three real property owners 
within the c1 ty in writing, signed by such prop-
erty owners, as to the honesty, integrity and re­
sponsibility of the applicant, and such other in­
formation as the commissioner of public utilities 
may require. Such application shall be filed in 
the office of the commissioner of public utiliti~s. 
Within thirty days, unless such time is extended by 
action of the council, after such application is 
filed, said commissioner shall transmit such ap­
plication to the council with such recommendation 
as he may see fit, and thereafter the council may, 
in its discretion, grant such permit if not found 
detrimental to the public safety. convenience or 
welfare. After a permit has been obtained no new 
nermit need be obtained as a nre~P.ou1~ite ~n sub­
sequent licenses. Such permit shail be nonassignable 
and shall run to the permittee personally; and shall 
not bo constructed as a franchise or a property right 
in any particular. 

Section 20•6304. APPLICATION FOR Ali'"D GRANTING 
OF LICEMSES. Every person desiring to obtain a 
license for the operation of a vehicle under the pro• 
visions or this article, shall file a written appli• 
cation therefor With the bureau ot licenses of the 
city setting forth the name of the person to whom 
the license is to be issued, the number of vehicles 
proposed to be operated, the name ot the maker and 
the maker•s number of eseh vehicle, the seating 
capacity of each vehicle and the number of the 
state license of each vehicle. Should the state 
license number of any vehicle bo changed during the 
license 9oriod, said change ot number shall be imN 
mediately reported to the commissioner of public 
utilities and to the bureau of licensee. When a 
certificate of inspoction and approval shall have 
been issued the inspector of licenses shall; upon 
receipt of the license fee or fees herein provided 
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for each vehicle to be ope'rat.ed under such license, 
cause a license to be issued t• such applicant in 
accordance with the provisiens of this article. 

Sect ion 20-6305. BOND OR INSURANCE REQUI?..ED. 
Every person engaged in a business c•vered by this 
article, shall in addition to complying with .such 
ether requirements as may be necessary to ~btain ~ 
licena.e, deposit with the bureau of licenses for 
each meto.r vehicle operated a surety company b onG. 
to be fileti with t=-ie city auditor, in the penal Sl:-­

of ill00.00 for each veniclea Such bond sha.11 b0 
conditioned that the principal or surety on said 
bond will pay any adjudicated claim withln the 
limitation ef li~bility ef the surety, as herein­
after provided, within ten days ef adjudication or 
agreement thereon, unless·sn appeal 9e taken and per­
fected within said time, in which case & stay shall 
apply pending tho appeal, on account of injuries to 
or the death of any persen, er damage to the pI'op­
erty •f any passenger, caused by the careless, 
negligent, o.r unlawful a.ct of said principal, his 
agents or employe, in connection with the operation 
of the m~t•r vehicle for which the b~nd is given. 
The liability er said surety on said surety 9ond shqll 
n•t exceed the sUii1 •f $1~00 for any personal injury 
cl~1rn, and its i.1abil1ty for property damage slIBll 
be limited te passengers and shall n•t exceed the sum 
of ~110 arising out of any accident. Payment ef 
aona tide claims of said sum or sums oy tllt:f p1~1.i'i(; l pEi 1 
or surety to any claimant shall relieve the surety 
or further liability to such claimants. Said surety 
aball be relieved from further liability under said 
bond when. 1t has paid bona fide claims totaling 
ilOOO for personal injury and ~100 for property 
damage. But in the event of an accident causing ~ 
basis for claims to this extent a new bond sh3ll t~ 
prov~ded for future business. A -lanket bond 
representing the above amounts for esch vehicle 
ce·11ered therein may be given in lieu of a separate 
bond for esch vehicla, provided that such blanket 
9ond identify the vehicle covered. 

If the surety company bond covers a drive­
yourself vehicle, the •ond shall be 1n the sum i::>f' 
$1000 to provide for claims for personal injury 
and need not include the $100 for damage to the 
property or any passenger, but shell include $100 
for property damage ,r others arising out of the 
operation of the said vehicle. Such 9ond shall ex­
pressly pt·ovide for coverage during tho time such 
vehicle ls rented out. 



I 

In lieu of a bond or bonds as above provided, 
there may be deposited and kept on file with tho 
bureau of licenses, for each ::;1otor vehicle a policy 
or policies cf liability insurance executed by en 
1nsuranc1:i <'ompany licensed and authorized to write 
such insuranc~ policies in the state of Oregon, 
assuring the applicant for the license herein re­
ferred to against property damage to its passenri;9rs 
and liability for personal injury to its passengers 
and to the general public, with premium poid ~~d 
payment noted thereon. Said policy of insurance 
shall provide a coverage equal t• ~r exceedinr the 
coverape required for a surety bond. Each bond or 
policy shall contain ~ provision that it sh.all not 
be canceled without prier notice in writing to the 
city for at lesst thirty days. 

Cash or securities may he deposited with the 
city trc&surer in lieu •f a bond or insurance policy 
as requir~d herein, end on the same terms, pDr­
mitting tho City to pay such claims therefrOI!l. 

Section 20-6306. CAFCELLnTif)N 01" BOND Ort 
INSURaliCE POLICY. Within tan days of adjudicntlon 
of any claim, unless an appeal be takon and per­
fected, the same shall be paid h~r tho 11oonsed 
operator, or •y the surety or insurance company, 
or trorn cash ~r securities deposited by the licencJ1 
""_,...,.....,.~,.."""" f'\._ -- lo.t,.-..,P~.,...n -t-\.,- -.nc--in...,..C- ...,_~<r ,...,,.._,.,. t!''t.,,~n+-~.,. 
V',tr'-' .. QW'U.a. e V&..&. V.&. ...,'-'4'-'.LV U&..&.'J t--J.u..&'U'.A..&U LIJ U.&..&.'\..I ..,_ .. 'JWJ 

or insurance company, or the payment out of cash or 
securities deposi~ed by the licensed operator of 
any sum in payment of an agreed claim or f ir..al judg­
ment against the principal or operator, the said 
principal or operator shall, as a condition of con­
tinuing his license in effect~ !'urn1sh a new surety 
bond, insurance policy, or additional cash o? 
securities as hereinbefore required, so that he 
will at all times have on deposit surety bonds or 
insura~ca policies or cash and collateral of the 
amount required by this article. Within one day of 
such payment by the surety or insurance company, 
such company shall notify the bureau or licenses 
thereof, in writing, and failure to give such 
notice of payment shall operate to continue such 
surety or insurance contract for :Lts full amount 
and shall be interpx•eted as the equivalent ef 
placing a new bond or insurance policy on behalf 
o!' said operator, ur1t11 such notice is actually 
given. S&ld surety bond, insurance pol1oy, or cash 
or securities shall run to the city of P•rtland f~~ 
the use eind benefit of any person v:'!J.o may reoov0r 
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any such judgment, or whose claim shall have been 
agreed to in writing by said surety or insurance 
company, or licensoe if cash or securities have beon 
denosit~d. If tho said bond or insurance policy is 
cancelod for any other r&ason, the surety or in­
surance company shall notify the bur~au of lic~nscs 
in writing thirty days in advance of such proposed 
cancellation, and cancellation shall be 1nr.:f'.'ect:.·.re 
before the expiration of such thirty days. 

Section 20-6307. CANCELLATION OF LIC;~N3E. 
When any license shall bo canceled by the council 
theiro ah.all bo refunded to the licensee the un­
earned portion of the license fee paid. Licenses 
shall be canculed for any of the reasons set out in 
Section 20-203 of this code. 

Section 20-6308. VEHICLE EXAMINJ.TION. 
hll vehicles 1 falling undflr tho prov is ions of this 
articl~ shsll be HXamlned under the direction of 
the chief of polico whenever found necessary for 
public (rnfety &nd as provided in Section 19-2007 
of the traffic code. rhe person or pnrsons making 
such examine.tion or re-examination of any such 
vohicle shall, if he find that the stoering gear, 
brakes, safety devices or any other part or·parts 
of said vshicle la in such condition as to be 
dangerous, place or c".l.use to be placed on such 
vehicle a tag on which shnll be printed or embo~ssed 
the words "Out of Rep:lir 11 :!.~ letter~ e.t !.0e.~t 'J!l~ 
inch in heig..~t, and stating the part or parts to 
be rcputred or r6placedu Such tag shall be at­
tached sec.urely to the Vf1hiclea in a conspicuous 
place by wire, t_ho ends of which shall be twisted 
together and sealed; or by any other d~vice which 
may be properly se&led to prevent removal. It shall 
be unlawful for any person other than the officer 
the~eunto duly authorized by the chief of police to 
remove such tag, and such tag shall not bo remoV·3d 
until such,Parson shall find that the necessary 
repair and/or replacement has bean made sci th:'lt said 
vehicle is rendered safd. It shall be unlawful for 
any driver, chauffeur or other person to d.rive such 
vehlcle for carrying any passenger or passongers 
within thfJ territory falling within the jurisdiction 
of tho city of Portland while such tag is attached 
thereto. If and when such vehicle shall have bean 
withdrawn from said service the owner thereof may 
obtain a removal of such tag upon showing to such 
officer that such ve~icle has been withdrawn and so 
altered aa not to be useful for said service• It 
shall be unlawful for tho owner or person in con­
trol of such vehicle to return it to said ssrvlce 



10 

without notifying said bureau and obtaining a re­
inspection and approval, end it shall be unlawful 
for any person to drive or c.s.use such vehicle to 
be driven in suid service if said tag hus not been 
removed. 

St:ction 20-6309. CERTIFICATE OF IN3PECTiC~, 
ETC. No license required by th!s article sh~ll ':Ju 
issued except upon a certificate of inspection ~nd 
approval as abovo provided, and such license sh~ll bo 
in accordance with such certificate and with tho t~rms 
•f this article. 

Section 20-6310. CON1'ENTS OF CER'I'IFICATE. 
All certificates issued as above provided shall set 
forth tho name of the person to whom the liconsc is 
to be issued, the number of vehicles proposed to be 
operated, the maker and the makor's number of each 
vehicle, the seating capacity and the number of the 
state license of oach vehicle to be eperated by such 
licensee. 

Sectien 20-6311. DRIVERS TO OBTAIN PERMIT: 
PROVISIGNS r~rlEFOR. It shall be unlawful for any 
person to drive a taxicab, for-hire car, sight­
seeing or limousine bus within the city of Portland 
and a three mile radius fror.1 the city limits without 
first obtaining a drivPr 1 s permit therefor from the 
chief of police who is authorized to designnto one 
or more persons to examine such driver. The person 
applying for such pormlt shall make and sign a written 
application of a size and form to be provided by such 
examiner or inspector, and shall give such informs­
ti'on as thereon required, whereupon tho exmniner or 
inspector shall give the applicant a written an~/or 
Jractical examination concerning his knowled~e of tho 
traffic laws and rules, tho streets, and location of 
public buildings and places in this city, and his 
ability to drive safoly and readily to understand 
traffic signs ond controls. If the inopector approve 
the examination he shall assign to the applicant a 
number, whereupon the applicant shall pay a fee of 
twenty-five cents and present himself to the record 
division of said bureau which shall take his photo­
graph on which shall be entered the nuruber nssigned 
by the inspector and the name of the applicant; 
thereupon the inspoctor shall issue the permit. The 
~hotograph shall be kept on record in the record 
division for identification purposes. Th~ 1nspocto~ 
shall issue permits only to drivers whom he finda 
competent and of good character. In case of a 
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denial of the application the inspoctor shall im­
mediately give written notice to the appllcant 6f 
such denial and of th~ applicant's rightuof appeal 
to the council and the time within which such appeal 
may be taken, and shall send a copy thereof to the 
city ouditor. Any person aggrieved by th~ decision 
of tho inspector may appeal to the council by filin~ 
with ·t;he city auditor within five days after ~uch 
decision a written notice of appeal &nd doliv0rinr 
to the inspector a copy thereof, whoreup•n the 
auditor shall forthwith place such appoa~ on thA 
calendar of the council to be heard in the rorrnl~r 
course of council busines~ at a time to be fixed by 
the auditor who shall send to the applicant nnd to 
the inspectoF written notice of the time when such 
appeal will be heard. It shall be the duty of sAid 
inspector to be present at such hearing, stat0 the 
r9asons why such permit was denied and present to the 
council such evidence and argument as may tend to 
support such denial. The appellant shall hnve the 
right to appear porsonally and by counsel if de­
sired, and present such facts and other argument as 
may tend to support his appeal. The action of the 
council upon the appeal shall be final. All per­
mits issuo'd to drivers under this article ~hall ex­
pir0 on December 31st of each year and muot bo re­
newed for the following year. A new examination, 
photographing and the fee may be omittod in the dis­
cretion of tr.a inspector after the first ·:txamination 
if no complaint shall have been made against such 
driver. Said inspector shall keep a record of com­
plaints against any driver concarning his ability 
and care or lack ther8of, and concerning his fair 
troatmont of pussengers or lack of fair treatment. 
It shall l:ie unlawful for any owner of a motor 
vehicl~ as defined herein, except a drive-yourself 
vehicle, to cause or permit the same to be oporat~d 
on any at~eet within the city of Portland or within 
a three mile radius from the city limits by any 
person who does not have a permit a~· herein provided. 
It shall be unlawful for a.ny :'ers1>n to drive suer. 
motor vehicle on ~y street 1n thu ~lty of Portland 
without havin~ a card poste!d in a conspicuous place 
inside said vehicle stating 'the driver's pormit 
number in figures at least one and one half inches 
high and three-quarter inch wide, and tho driver 
then in charge of the vehicle shall not permit any 
other card referring to any other driv~r to be 
posted at any timo. 

Section 20~6312. STAND OR ZONE PERMITS 
REQUIRED. No taxicab, for-hire oar, sight-seeing 
or limousine bus, shall be licensed by the bureau 
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of licenses unless the applicant sh1all first have 
obtained from the department of public utilities a 
zone permit e.s provided in articlo 17 of the traffic 
codo, if such applicant expects to use street area 
for taking on passengers or parking while not en­
gaged in s0rvice; provided, that a renewal license 
may be obtained without a now permit for a stand if 
a permit theretofore obtained remains ef:cctivo. The 
stand (or zone) permit when first obtained shall be 
presented to the city treasurer by the applicant who 
shall authorize the city treasurer to credit the de­
posit theretofore made for a stand p~rmit to the pny­
nent of the stand foe. The evidence of such payment 
shall be submitted to the bureau of licenses and 
proper credit given therefor on the stand or zone fee. 

Section 20-6313. TRANSFER AND FEE (see also 
Artic!c 36 of War Codo). \"/hon vehicles arc owned by 
the same pcrmittec, tho bureau of licenses shall, only 
upon recommendation of the connnissioncr of public 
utilities, allow a transfer of license issued under the 
provisions of this article from ono vehicle to another. 
When a chang .... of ownership is being made, the com­
missioner of public utilities shall, upon being satis­
fied that the change of ownership is bona fide, ap­
prove the transfer of the liconso and any stand per­
mit covering such vehicle t.-:> such new owner, provided 
that such new owner has bean granted n permit to en­
gage i.n tho class of bus1noss in which such vehicle 
is to be used, and the number of vehicles authorized 
in such permit will not be exceeded by such transfer~ 
Tho ~aid conu-.iissioncr shall file with tho bureau of 
licenses n wri tton no ti cu of suc.h approval. A fco 
of $1.00 shall be collected for all transfers as 
heroin authorized. 

Section 20-6314. APPEAL. Any person ag-
grieved by any action of the commissioner of the de­
partment of public utilities may appeal to the council 
by serving upon said comm.1aaionor a written notice 
of appeal and filing a duplicate thereof with the 
auditor within five days after such action. Thereupon 
the auditor shall place such appeal upon the calendar 
of the council to be heard in thu regular course of 
business of the council, and notify the ai:.pellant 
and said cOJrlllissioner of the time of hea~inge 

~ection 20-s:ns. REVOCATIOlT OF DRIVER'S PERMIT. 
The c !er of police shall havo the authority on 
proper showing by the inspe~tor to revoke a driver's 
permit issued under this article when he finds that 
such driver fails to comply with any of t.hc traffic 
regulations of the city of Portland or state of 
Oregon, or is unskilled in handling such vehicle 
or fails to exercise good judgmnnt or fails to trEiat 
the public courtoously, honostly and efficiently,, or 
if such driver fails upon not!.co from said inspector 
to present himself and submit to a new examination 
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concerning any or all of said matters. If any driver 
shall drive such vehicle while under the -influence 
or intoxicating liquor or under the influence of 
narcotics. his driver's permit shall be revoked and 
be shall not be granted another driver's permit by the 
city for a period of at least one year from and after 
the date of such revocation. Any driver having his 
permit revoked as herein provided shall have a right 
of appeal to the council of th~ city of Portland 
provided that such appeal bo taken in the time and 
manner provided by s~ction 20-6311 hereof, and the 
proceedings and the effect of action by the council 
thereon shall be as provided in said section., Pend­
ing the appeal and decision thereon by the council 
the permit shall stand in suspension and no driving 
shall be done by the driver nor any new pormi t issued 
to him. In case of revocation of a permit no new 
permit shall be issued to such driver for a period of 
one year from the date of revocation. Tho hearing on 
all appeals hereunder shall be de novo. 

Section 2~6316. REVOCATION OF PERMIT TO 
EMGAGE IN BUSINESS OR OF LICENSE. Whe . .icvor any 
driver is convicted of any violation of the pro­
visions of this article, or any owner to whom n per­
mit to engage in tho business of transporting pas­
sengers for-hire has been granted, or any of t.b.c 
officers, agents or employc~ of such owner, is con• 
victed of any violation of this article, the council 
may revoke any license or permit issued either to the 
offending owner or to any offending driver. If the 
owner of any such vehicle shall knowingly permit any 
driver whose driver's permit bas been revoked or 
suspended to operate any such vehicle within t..~c 
city limits and a three mile radius therefrom, the 
council may revoke the owner's permit to engage in 
busi.ness. Notice and hearing in accordance with 
the procedure set forth in Section 20•204 of this 
code shall precede any revocation under this section. 

Section 20-6317. CONDUCT OF DRIVERS. No 
driver shall operate any taxicab. for-hire car. 
sight-aeoing or limousine bus 1n a careless or reck­
less manner, use profane or obscene langugage, use 
tobacco in :i.n offensive manner• or smoke without 
the consent of the passenger. 

Section 20-6318. AGE LIMIT FOR DRIVERS. It 
shall be UrilawfUI for auy licensee under this article 
to permit any person under the age of 21 years to 
drive: any taxicab. for-hire vehicle. sight-seeing. 
or limousine bus owned or controlled bJ him within 
the city of Portland and a three mi le radius from 
the city limits thereof. 
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Section 20-6319. REPORT OF LOST ARTICLES. 
Tho. driver of any vehicle, covered by this article 
or the owner, or his agent, shall promptly notify 
the central police station w1th1n twenty-four hours 
of any and all property of value left in his vehicle 
by any passenger. ~ record of such notices shall br:: 
made by the buroau of police. 

Section 20-6320. NUMBER OF TAXIC.n.B LIC2NS:::S 
~UTP.ORIZED. The numbor of taxicabs authorized ts 
operate in the city of Portland and n three mile 
radius therefrom and fnr which liconses may be in$u::J 
shall be based upon the population of the city ;,no. t:1·] 
area within the three mile radius, being det'Jrnined 
in tho ratio of one taxicab to each 1800 inhabitants 
reported in the proceding United States govorrencnt 
census. It shall be. conclusively presumed that the 
population of t:io area within the three mile radius 
and outside the city limits is 50 1 000, and that on 
January 1, 1946, the population within the city of 
Portland is 50,000 greater than tho 1940 census 
.f1gu1•es, for thG purpose of computing such number of 
taxicabs. The council may, upon written npplicntion 
therefor, grunt any person, firm or corporation addi­
tional licenses for taxicabs on a showing that such 
additional licenses are necessnry for tho business, 
or reasorutbly in the public interest. 

Section 20•6321, NUMBE:::t OF FOR-HIRE CAR 
LICENSES ~UTHORIZED. The number of for-pirA cars 
autnor1zod to operate within the city of Portland and 
a three mil~ radius therefrom and for which licens~s 
may be issued shall be based upon the population of 
the city and the area within the three mile radius, 
being determined 1n the ratio of one for-hire car to 
each 20,000 inhabitants reported in the preceding 
United States government census. It shall be con­
clusively presumed that tho population of t!1e urea 
within tho three mile radius and outside the city 
limits is so,ooo and that on January 1, 1946; tho 
population within the city of Portland is 50 1 000 
greater than the 1940 cens~s figures, for the pur­
pose of computing suoh number of for-hire cars• The 
council may, upon written application therefor, grant 
any person, firm or corporation additional licenses 
for for-hire cars on a showing that such additional 
licenses are necessary for the business, or reasonably 
in the public interest. 

Section 20-6322. TAXICkB TO HhVE ThXIMETER. 
It ~t'lalT be unlawful for any person to d:t•i ve or 
opdrato, or engage in 'Che business of operating a 



15 

ta~icab, unless e&ch of said tnxicabs be equipped 
with a taximeter which has been duly 1nspocted and 
approved by the soaler of wei~,hts ~nd measures. 

Sect ion 20-6323. FrtRE COMPUTED BY TAXIMET~~R. 
It sha 11 be unlawful for any person to drive or op·· 
erate, or engage in the buJinoss of operating a taxi­
cab or taxicabs, unless a taxirnetar is at all times 
used on oach of such taxicabs in determining tho 
fare or rate to be charged anif collected, .subjoct tc1 
any except ions contained in the fare structure as s·, t 
forth in the Wnr Codo. It shall be unlawful for any 
person operating or driving, or engaging in the 
business of operating, a taxicab or taxicabs, to 
chargo, demand., collect or roceive any fare 1 rate 
or charge which is not diroctly based, measured, and 
computed upon tho record of tho reading fare of tho 
taximeter used in such taxicab or taxicabs, subject 
to the exceptions above mentioned. 

It shall bo unlawful for :my person to use or 
employ any other or dif fercnt method of computing or 
moasuring distanco or time charged than by this article 
provided. All fares, with the exception of the chnrge 
made for extra passengers, shall be computed on the 
basis of mileage travoled, or time elapsed, or a com­
bination of both, subject to the provisions of the 
war· Coda relativo to maximum fares. 

Section 20-6324. TAXTMF.TERS T0 BE INSPECTED. 
It shall lie tho duty of the own<Jr, lessee in posses-· 
sion, or any other person having possession or con­
trol of any taxicab et uil times to keep such taxi­
meter accurate and have same approved by tho sealer 
of weights and measuros before boing placed in service. 
When any such taximetur has been approved by the 
sealer of ~~ights and measures, his seal or certif­
icate shall be plainly posted on said taximeter for 
the information or the public. Said sealer of weir:hts 
and measures st..all inspect all taximeters at least 
once o. year, snd have the right to inspect them at 
any nnd all tilnas. 

Section 20•6:325. TAXIMETER INSTALLATION r".ND 
CHhRGES REGUfJ~TED. Every taximeter shall be in­
stalled at the right side of driver, and at such 
height that the flag thereof may bo readily seen 
by observers on the street. The rending face of 
such tax1meta~ shall at all times be well lighted 
and readily discernible to the passengers r1d1.ng in 
the taxicab. It shall be unlawful to change the 
size of tho wheels or tires of any taxiMb or tho 
gears oporating the said taximeter~ or to chango the 
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taximeter from one taxicab to another, unless 
such taximeter is reinspected and approved by the 
sealer of weights and measures before us i11e,;. 

Section 20-6326.. T~Il.:.ETER Fl~G TO BE 
DISPkYED. It sha1rb0 unlawful for ar.y driver of 
a taxicab while carrying passengors or under employ­
~ent to display the flag attached to the taximoter 
at such a position as to denote such taxicab is not 
employed, or to tti..row the flag of the t;aximeter at 
a recording position when such vehicle is r.ot actually 
employed, or to fail to throw the flag of such t~xi­
meter at o. nonrecording position at the termination 
of each and every service. 

Section 20-6327. VEHICLES TO BE INSPECTED, 
KEPT CLEit.N .::~lT.1 PROPERLY EQUIPPED.. b.11 vehicles 
operating under authority of this article shall b~ 
insp~cted from time to time as provided by Section 
19-2803 of the traffic code by the motor bus in­
spector for the purpose of det6rm1n1ng whether the 
same are clean, properly equipped, of good nppc~r~~ce, 
and in c safe condition for the transportation of 
passengers. Said inspector shnll, et the time of 
such inspection, determine for the guidance of the 
public tho classification and capacity of the ve­
hicle inspected. It sh.all be unlawful for any per·· 
son to dr•ive or operate, or tmgage in the business 
of operating such vehicle unloss and until the same 
has been so inspected and approved. {~lso see 
3u ct tun ?~o. z~-83:0) • - -

Section 20-6328. DIRECT ROUTE TO BE 
TRAVELED; F~RES NiT CHARGED "NHEN VEHICLE DISABLED. 
kny driver of a taxicab employed to carry passengQrs 
to a definite point shall take the most direct 
route possible thut will carry the passenger safely 
and expedttiously to his destination. 

In the '1event any vehicle described in this 
article shall, while under employmsnt, become dis­
abled, or break down without fault of the passenger, 
the time of stoppage shall be deducted from th6 
charge. 

Section 20-6329. RECEIPT OF FLRE TO B~ 
GIVEN. Whenever' so demnndod by the passenger, the 
driver in ch&rge of a taxicab or for-hire car 
sh~ll deliver to thv person paying for the hiring 
of sunh vehicle at tho time of such payment, a 
receipt therofor in legible printing or writing, 
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containing the name of the owner and his address, 
the nal'!lC o.f tho drivor and his permit number, thtJ 
taximeter number, if the vehicle be a taxicab, and nn 
account of any and ail items for which a charge is 
made, the total amount paid and the date of pa~nt. 

Section 20•6330. REFUSAL TO PAY FARE. It shqll 
bo unl~wful for any person to refuse to pay the reg­
ular fare for a motor vehicle licensed undor this 
nrticle after having hired the same. 

Se ct ion 20-6331. LIGHT BAGGla.GE CONVEYED IN 
T..::.XIC..,.B. Every person being sorved by a vohiclo under 
this article shall be entitled to have convoyed with­
out charge such small valises or other lip,ht bag-
gage as can be conveniently carried within the vehicle. 
Ho shall be entitlod to have a small t~unk carried 
thereon at a charge not to exceed twenty cents. Each 
driver shall lead and unload such baggage without ad­
ditional charge. l~ny person canceling a call for a 
taxica~ after tbs cab has been dispatched in answer 
theret. shall pay a calling charge or not loss than 
twenty-five cants. If any such vehicle 1a equipped 
for carrying heavier and largor articles a reasonable 
charge for carrying same may be collected. 

Section 20-6332. LCAD LIMIT. No driver of 
any motor vehicle under this article shall carry 
more than two persons in excess of the ordinary 
seating capacity for which such vehicle was designed 
and built. No more thiln two persons shall be per­
mitted in the seat with the driver, nor more than one 
unless the seat is 72 inches or more long, but this 
shall not be ta.ken to increase the permitted capacity 
of a taxicab, and no person or passenger shall be al­
lowed to be or remain on the steps, or running board 
of any such motor vehicle while the same is in motion .. 

Section 20o.6333. SCHEDULE OF RATES TO BE FILED. 
No person shall maintain or operate any for-hire 
vehicle, sight .. seeing or limousine bus within the 
city of Portland or within a radius of three miles 
from the city limits witl1out previously having filed 
with the council e. schedule showing the maximum rates 
proposed to be charged for the serv.1ce of suo:1 ve­
hicle. The ratilS for for-hire oars shall not exceed 
$4.00 per hour with 50 cents par hour extra for dach 
pass~nger in excess of six, and a minimum fee or 
+1.00 shall be charged for any hire or ongagement of 
such for-hire vehicle. The rates for s1ght .. seeing 
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or limousine busses shall not o:xcei:id $1.25 per 
passenger fer a continuous trip of appro:ximntely l~ 
hours and the flat rate amount for any regularly 
scheduled trip shall be shown in such schedule. ,. 
duplicate of each such rat~ schedules shall be fil~d 
by tho licensee in tho office of the cormnissloner 
of public affairs. (For taxicab rates see War Codo). 

Soct!on 20-6334. Rl..TE ChRDS TO EE DISPL~YED. 
The driver or oporotor of any vehicle under this 
article operatlng .1ithin the city and a three nil~ 
radius thErefrom ~Jhull post and keep posted a cop:r 
or copies of such rates in accordance with the 
schodule filed with tho council in a conspicuous 
placo or places on snch vehicle where such rates 
may be easily read by th~ passongers from both the 
inside ana the outside or such vehicle. Each copy 
of such rates shall be h~ade.:i with the word "Ratss" 
in letters not loss them one half inch in length 
and tho text thoreof shall be in l9tters of not less 
than twolvo point type, printed, typed or paint8d 
on card b6ard shouts not less than 4 x 6 inches in 
size. Suq.h rates shull bo tabulated sons to be 
easily road and undorstood, and no copy of rates 
shall be posted or used which has not been approved 
by the council as to the tabulation and schedule 
there~f. It shall be tho duty of the chief of 
police to soe that the tabulabion of all rates iD in 
such form as to be easily read and understood. 

Sect ion 20•633!:,., CHfJJ GE IN Rb.TES. No chnrp:0. 
shall be made in excess of the amount indicated by 
schedule of rates filed with the council and posted 
in tho vehicle, and no change in such schedule shall 
be rnado without first having filed with the council 
a new schedule showing the new rates. Such new 
schedule shall be filed with the council and a du­
plicate thereof filed with tho commissioner of 
public utilities not loss than thirty days prior to 
the dati when such new rates are to take tjffect. 
Upon approval of a change in rntes a rate card in 
accordance with the new schedule shall be posted 
as heretofore set forth. 

Section 20-6336. CHi~RGE WHILE EMPTY. All such 
schedules of rates shall be framed so that no charre 
shall be msda for traveling empty, whether going or 
returning, 

Soct1on 20-6337. F'OR-HIRE VEHICLES TO BE 
EQUIFPED V.ITH DEVICES:- ii.ll for..;hire vehicles 
shall be equipped with an accurate timepiece, 
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odometer, and speedometer. The sRme shall ~e so 
placed as to enable the passenger or pussengers 
easily to re8d the same. At night th~ driver 
sl1all c.:arry a flashlight or oth·Jr lig.'1-it, and throw 
the same upon such instrumants so as to en~ble tho 
passer.~er or passen~ers to read the same both at 
the ti~e 0f starting and at the time of stopping, 
oxcept where such vehicle is equipped with an 
illuminating device which throws a constant light 
upon ~uch instruments when such vehicle shAll be 
emploJed aft'3r dark. No timepiece, odometar, or 
spoedom~ter shall be used unless the same has been 
insp'3ctod by the sealer of weights and measures of 
tho city of Portlqnd and found to be accurate. It 
shall be the duty of the ser..ler of weip-hts and 
measures to inspect and tost ~11 such instruments 
which may ba presented to him. If found accurate, 
the sealer of weights and measures shall pl~ce 
thereon his certificate or seal of accuracy, n.nd 
such certificate or seal shall be so attac~ed as 
to be easily read by the public# Every t imepiec': 1 

odometer, or speedometer used on ~ny for-hire 
vehicle shall be subject at all times to inspection 
ar.d examination by the sealer of weights and meas­
ures and by any police officer. Any 9olice offic• .. r 
of th6 city of Portland is fUrthar authorized nnd 11-
rected, upon complaint of any person, to investir,nt~ 
such complaint, and, upon discovery that any time­
piece, odometer or speedometer or other megsurinr, 
«1Etv10e:: ia in&~Jet~r-ntt::: t1e. Bli!:!ll at vr~t:!.-=: liottfv t1-u.-! 
sealer of weights and measures, It ~hall be"u~l:J.w­
ful for any person to use n.ny such timepiece: 
odometer, speedometer, r;.r other measuring device 
after notification "by any police officer of the in­
accuracy thereof, and any certificate or seal of 
inspection which may have been placed thereon by tho 
sealer of weights and measures shall be immediately 
removed. Such lnatrumants may not ngoin be used 
until after having been tested by the sealer of 
weights and measures and found accurate, the sealer 
of weights and measures again attaching his certif­
icate or seal as above specified. 

Section 20-6338, INTERFERENCE WITH DEVICES. 
It sha.li bo unlawful r0r any driver of any vehicle 
under this article to manipulate t.~:.e odometer 1 time-

. piece or any other device so as to cauee ~ registra­
tion to be made of more tims or ~reater distance 
than the correct amount of time ~nd dist~nce for the 
particular trip. 
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3oct ion 20-6339. OVERCHi~RGING. In any 
ease of disagrAerr~nt between the driver and pas­
s~nger of any vehicle, under this article relative 
to the amount of fare to be paid the driver shall 
convey the pE.bsenger to the nearest police station, 
and tho officor in charge shall have aut:1.ority, 
after- heArin~; their statements, immediately to dt;i­
cide the matter. If the decision is in favor of the 
passenger, the driver shall convey the pRasenr.er 
from the police st3tion to his or1~1nal destination 
without additional charge. If the passenr,P.r is 
about to leave the city by railroad, steamboat or 
otherwise, the police officer on duty at tile depot 
or wharf shall have the saMe power and authority 
as the officer in charge at the nearest police 
station and shall Jecide the ~ntter. 

Section 20-6340. DRIVER OF FOR-HIRE CARS 
NOT TO ~NGAGE IN TAXICAB BUSINESS. Drivers of for­
hire carB, sight-seeing and limousine busses shall 
not at any time engaea in taxicab s0rvice, nor 
solicit patronage nor accept any multiple fare r;roup, 
nor at any time accept hire by A passenger, until 
the pnssenger has beon told that such service 13 not 
taxi service but on hourly rotes. 

Section 20-6341. DISPLAY OF SIGNS OR NAMES 
UPON 'l1AXICABS AND FOR-HIRE CARS. It shall be unlawful 
for any driver of a for-hire cur to display any 
sign stating 01• lmply1ng thlit. lt iB a taxicab or that 
the rates will be based upon the distance trav~led. 
Vfnenever a for-hire car is not ongagod or hired by 
some person, and during such time as said vohicle 
is open to engagement or hiring, there shall be dis­
played upon such vehicle a sign not less than 8 x 10 
inches containing the words 11 For-H1re Car, hourly 
ra tea <>nly", printed or painted thereon in lr::tters 
at least one inch in height. 

Section 2tJ-6342. CERTAIN CONTRACTS AND 
OFFERS PROHIBITED. It shall be unlawful for any 
person engaged ·in operating motor vehicles under 
thin article to make contract for such service at 
a greater p:..."ice than any rate heirein provided or 
in excess of any schedule filed ·and approved as 
here in prov~Lded. It sha 11 be unlawful for any 
driv·er of such vehicle to make any tender or offer 
of any kind or character to any pP.rson by which any 
passenger shall be caused or expect6d to pay a sum 
of money for service grenter thP.n is provided by 
the rnte or schodule filed and posted as set forth 
hare in. 



Soetion 2t)·634l· INJO~TION ON SIGHT-SEEINS TOUR. 
In addition to the posted schedule ot rates, a map, tracing 
or chart shall be available or displayed by the operator or 
any sight-seeing bus, showing the route of travel and points 
of interest thereon. It shall be unlawfUl for the dri var of 
such sight-seeiag bus to practice deception upon patrots by 
g1 ving felse information on any points of interest upon such 
route. 

Section 20-6344. M!OOTIVE DI.TFS. All the pl'Gri&:iona of 
this article as emended hereby shall apply on end atter )0 days 
trom passage of this amendment b.V' the Council, to all appli~ation• 
tor new licenses mid the prerequisite pemit. Aa to any license 
already granted end in existence on the date 30 days £.tter pasmege 
of this amendment, the provisions of this article prior to this 
amendment e.s to licenses, bonds, insurance end deposits shall 
r"!main in effect until the expiretion of such license but no longeri 
all other regulatory provisions of this article ne emended hereby 
shall awly on end atter ~ days from passege or thie amendment 
by the Council. Any bond, insurcnce policy or deposi't filed or 
deposited and accepted previous to 30 days from the passage ot 
this PJnendment by the Council, which under the contract provisions 
thereof is for a pericd extooding beyond the date 30 days from 
passage or this amendment, shall remru.n in etteat tor such con­
tract term or until ru:i e.arli&r tel'lllinntion thereot, but shell in 
no event <"xtend b~o1:i.d January lt 1947· 

Passed by the Council 

Attest: 

3/16/46 
Commissioner Lee 
MCR;eh 

EA .. lll.. RILFY 

Mayor ot the City or Portland 

WILL E. GIBSON 

Auditor of the City or Portland 



THF I 
(!( f 

' " '. 

~J\·': t :j 
~ ,- I 

\ 

---·----·-·4"'"'·--
· f' 

.f 

-±§30-- i43e 

1" ..... ~r:J"9 Ordinance No '1;.;;.<-±,.,...1-

1686 

Ari 01·--~:in<:.nce fi!Ilending Urdir ance 
N')• 76398 (l..icense Code) 
by amending Article 63 con­
cerning motor vehicles for­
hire so as to revise, clarify, 
and bring it to date, e.nd i:rovic.ing 
effective dates. 

1-2 

Lee 

Amend THURSDAY 

MAR 21 1946 
AMJ!:NDED 

READ 1 arid 2 and 
CONTINUED TO 

9: .30 a.m. MAR .?8, 191~6 

MAR 28 1946 
CONTINUl<JJ TO 9:50 A.M. APR 3-1946 

APR 3-1946 
CONTINUED TO 10 AoM. AP.ii 4-1946 

f'Jrd fo'; ....... ~ -

(--·--' 
k··>"",, ,_.., I- '• 
AttJuvr t_, l·· \ ~· .i ·,_,<II. ,l J f'. ~) 

llw ........ ---
l .. 


